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(1) A woman was killed
in a crash just before the
New Year. Newswatch 16 at 6 1/1/2017 6:00 1:37

One person has died after a car crash just an
hour and a half before the New Year in Monroe
County. Stroud Area Regional Police aren't
saying much about that overnight crash on
Route 209 in East Stroudsburg. They will only
tell us that one person inside a car died after the
car hit a utility pole.

(2) A man is facing
charges for pulling a gun
on another driver who he
thought was driving
drunk. Newswatch 16 at 11 1/2/2017 11:00 1:46

Tunkhannock Township Police say Andrew
Muscarelle was preventing a grandfather from
leaving a Dunkin Donuts, and when that
grandfather still tried to drive away, Muscarelle
pulled a gun on him. Muscarelle told police he
had been trying to keep that driver in the
parking lot because he thought the driver had
been drinking. Police say when the driver put
the car in reverse, Muscarelle said he feared for
his life and pulled a gun on him. Now,
Muscarelle is facing charges.

(3) A major merger
announcement was
announced for a hospital
in the Poconos. Newswatch 16 at 6 1/3/2017 6:00 1:55

Officials with the former Pocono Medical
Center in East Stroudsburg unveiled plans of
its merger with Lehigh Valley Health Network
The merger became official January 1st.
Officials expect the merger will allow them to
offer more services, hire more people, and
make this a one-stop shop for patients.

(4) After 40 years of
serving drinks and good
times, a well-known bar
is closing its doors. Newswatch 16 at 5 1/4/2017 5:00 1:03

Heil's Place on Wheeler Avenue in Scranton
has been serving food and drinks since 1973,
but the owners are calling it quits to spend
more time with family. Newswatch 16 spoke
with folks about how much this bar meant to
them and how sorry they are to see it go.



(5) Flames destroyed an
apartment building filled
with tenants. Newswatch 16 at 6 1/5/2017 6:00 2:19

A dozen people are out of their homes after
that early morning fire at an apartment building
in Old Forge. First responders credit two quick-
thinking police officers with helping everyone
get out safely. The landlord says the building
will likely be knocked down because of all the
damage. She's just thankful everyone made it
out safely, and that's because of quick-thinking
tenants and even quicker thinking officers who
just happened to be passing by at just the right
time. 

(6) The state announced it
plans to close 2 prisons.
Five prisons have been
nominated for closure and
three of them are in our
area. Newswatch 16 at 5 1/6/2017 5:00 1:49

The Pennsylvania Department of Corrections
announced plans to close two state prisons and
cut the prison population in half by June. It's all
part of an effort to cut spending and lower the
state budget deficit.  Five prisons have been
nominated for closure and three of them are
right here in our area. The facilities are SCI
Waymart in Wayne County, SCI Frackville in
Schuylkill County, and SCI Retreat in Luzerne
County. Prisons in Pittsburgh and Mercer
County are also on the list.

(7) A turnpike toll hike is
about to take affect. Newswatch 16 at 6 1/7/2017 6:00 1:40

It's a new year and now there's another toll hike
on the Pennsylvania Turnpike. Now, drivers
will have to pay more. At midnight, tolls will
go up again. Newswatch 16 spoke to all kinds
of people about the change. Some say this hike
stings a little more because the price of gas just
went up last weekend, and others say they don't
mind paying more if they see the turnpike
improving.



(8) A man and woman are
charged with killing a
teen and dismembering
her body which was
found in our area on
Halloween Newswatch 16 at 6 1/8/2017 6:00 1:51

It was Halloween night when a pair of hunters
found the remains of 14-year-old Grace Packer
in the woods near Bear Creek in Luzerne
County. Now, the victim's adoptive mother,
Sara, and her boyfriend, Jacob Sullivan, have
been charged with homicide and more.
Detectives believe Packer and Sullivan raped
and killed Grace at their home near
Philadelphia and later hid her body for more
than 2 months. They later grew concerned they
would be caught. So, they drove to the woods
of Luzerne County and dumped her body.

(9) One school district
took to the picket line for
the first time. Newswatch 16 at 5 1/9/2017 5:00 1:09

Teachers in the Palmerton Area School District
took to the picket lines for their first strike.
They've been without a contract since June.
The offer from the Palmerton Area School
District includes a starting salary of $50,000
and annual raises. Teachers are also being
asked to pay more for their health care. The
union wants to keep the current co-pay and it's
asking for a sliding scale for pay increases,
plus bonuses.

(10) A woman died from
carbon monoxide
poisoning during a fire at
her home. Newswatch 16 at 6 1/10/2017 6:00 1:33

A woman is dead after a fire in
Northumberland County. The coroner says the
victim died of carbon monoxide poisoning.
Eight people lived in the home on Sunshine
Road near Trevorton that caught fire. Several
of them were taken to the hospital for
treatment. Neighbors say the family's
grandmother didn't make it out alive.



(11) A fast food employee
is facing charges for
stealing credit card info
from customers. Newswatch 16 at 11 1/11/2017 11:00 1:35

A worker at the Taco Bell in Wilkes-Barre
Township is facing charges for allegedly
stealing credit card information from
customers. Police believe Jerome Cratch had
been copying credit card information for more
than a month. They say he worked the drive-
thru at that Taco Bell and would use a
"skimming" device to copy card numbers after
customers handed them over. Police arrested
Cratch after he was reportedly caught in the act
on camera.

(12) We now know why a
law office was raided. Newswatch 16 at 5 1/12/2017 5:00 1:41

We now know why police raided a lawyer's
office this week in Lycoming County. State
police believe Attorney Mary Kilgus from
Hughesville has been overcharging her clients
for work she never did and using that money
for personal use. Troopers say over the past
year, Kilgus may have taken more than
$100,000 from her clients. This all came to
light after two of her employees quit their jobs
and went to police.

(13) The cost of college
just got more affordable
for students in our area. Newswatch 16 at 7 1/13/2017 7:00 1:51

The cost of a University of Scranton degree
just got a lot cheaper for some students in
northeastern and central Pennsylvania. The
university and Luzerne County Community
College announced a partnership that provides
scholarships for LCCC students. The
partnership those two colleges told us about
creates a pathway for students at LCCC. If they
graduate with an associate's degree and a good
grade point average, they are guaranteed a
scholarship to the University of Scranton.



(14) Distributers can now
sell six-packs. Newswatch 16 at 6 1/14/2017 6:00 1:18

You can buy a six-pack of beer at many more
locations across Pennsylvania now. A new law
means distributors that could only sell cases, 12-
packs and kegs can now offer six-packs.
Managers at one distributor in Scranton are
planning to start selling 6-packs on Tuesday
and one store in Luzerne County that is already
offering them for the first time.

(15) Folks in one area
rallied outside a
congressman's office
against the repeal of
Obamacare. Newswatch 16 at 6 1/15/2017 6:00 2:06

Dozens of people showed up at a
Congressman's Lou Barletta's office in
Northumberland County, protesting the
proposed repeal of Obamacare and cuts to
Planned Parenthood.
Allen Vickers was there as folks stood outside
for hours in Sunbury to make sure their voices
are heard. They demanded congress make sure
Americans continue to have access to
affordable healthcare.

(16) A man is accused of
using social media apps to
get young girls to send
him nude photos. Newswatch 16 at 6 1/16/2017 6:00 1:36

Keefer McKenzie Ngirngesechi from Hazleton
is in jail for allegedly using popular social
media apps, such as Snapchat and Instagram, to
befriend teenaged girls in Luzerne And Carbon
counties.  State police say after he connected
with the girls, he got them to send nude photos,
then blackmailed them. State police in
Hazleton would not say how many girls are
involved in this investigation so far. Only that,
multiple have come forward and they believe
there are more out there.



(17) Construction has
begun on an energy plant. Newswatch 16 at 5 1/17/2017 5:00 2:08

When we last saw the site of a proposed energy
plant in Lackawanna County, it was a large
vacant lot strewn with debris. Now, it’s a busy
construction site. Newswatch 16 got the first
look at the construction at the scene. The
construction manager of the site says the work
on the Invenergy Power Plant in Jessup is at or
even ahead of schedule.

(18) One man died after
an early morning
shooting. Newswatch 16 at 5 1/18/2017 5:00 1:31

Police are searching for a killer in Luzerne
County trying to figure out who is responsible
for a homicide in Nanticoke. Right in front of
the house on West Church Street is where
Brandon Smith was shot and killed. Neighbors
say this isn't the Nanticoke they remember
growing up in and it’s a sad example of their
changing community.

(19) A woman on oxygen
was killed inside her
home after a fire. Newswatch 16 at 6 1/19/2017 6:00 1:14

Donna Mishanski, on oxygen, was killed inside
her home after an early morning fire on Fourth
Street in Exeter. Her brother says they were
trying to move Mishanski into a care facility
because she was on oxygen. Instead, he spent
the day picking up the pieces from the fire.
Crews are still looking into what started the fire
inside the mobile home.

(20) People from our area
watch the swearing in of
Donald Trump as
president. Newswatch 16 at 5 1/20/2017 5:00 1:43

Many people from our area were glued to the
televisions watching the swearing in of
President Donald Trump. Students at
Northampton Community College Monroe
Campus near Tannersville got to watch the
presidential inauguration inside one of the
student halls on a big screen that was set up.
Opinions on the swearing in of our new
president were mixed. Some were excited to
watch it, while others chose to look the other
way.



(21) Folks in our area
participated in their own
Women's March. Newswatch 16 at 6 1/21/2017 6:00 1:34

Another protest brought people out to
downtown Bloomsburg, many pushing for
gender equality and rights for women even in
the face of opposition. Organizers of the
women's rally said they didn't want to focus on
Donald Trump or the election, but to start
advocating for issues they care about.

(22) People react to the
Women's March. Newswatch 16 at 11 1/22/2017 11:00 1:58

Women and men from our area are back home
after participating in the Women's March on
Washington. Now, some of them are reflecting
on being part of possibly the biggest
demonstration in this country's history.
President Trump's first full day in office was
overshadowed by roughly a half million people
who marched through the nation’s capital.
Some marchers we spoke with say this was the
first step toward making sure women's rights
are respected.

(23) Corrections officers
held a rally demanding
the governor delay the
deadline to close 2 state
prisons. Newswatch 16 at 6 1/23/2017 6:00 1:13

Dozens of corrections officers from our area
traveled to Harrisburg and held a rally,
demanding the governor delay the Department
of Corrections Thursday deadline to announce
which two state prisons will close. State
corrections officers at those five prisons have
been concerned about their livelihoods ever
since January 6th. That's when the Department
of Corrections announced that it was planning
to close two prisons. In just three days, officials
expect to announce its decision, despite union
members rallying at the capitol in protest.



(24) A veteran had an
American flag stolen from
his lawn. Newswatch 16 at 6 1/24/2017 6:00 1:21

Gene Lazarus from Luzerne County truly loves
his country. He used to display his American
flag on the side of his house, but recently
moved it over on his lawn where it could stand
more prominently and people can see it when
they drive by. When he did that, he never
thought someone who steal it. Now, one
company reached out to Gene offering to
replace it for free.

(25) Residents in one
county have to change
their addresses due to a
merger with two 9-1-1
centers. Newswatch 16 at 5 1/25/2017 5:00 1:48

Almost every home and business in Montour
County will have to change its address because
Columbia and Montour counties are merging
their 9-1-1 systems.  Nearly 9,000 homes and
businesses will be affected by the change. This
also includes some places on the other side of
the Susquehanna River in Riverside,
Northumberland County.

(26) The state prisons in
Wayne, Schuylkill, and
Luzerne counties will stay
open. Newswatch 16 at 5 1/26/2017 5:00 1:56

State prisons In Wayne, Schuylkill, and
Luzerne counties will stay open. There is relief
from around a thousand workers in our area,
their families, and communities around those
saved lockups. At the State Correction
Institution at Frackville. just over 400 people
work there. 

(27) The owner of a
popular pizza restaurant
has vanished and is
believed to be in danger. Newswatch 16 at 5 1/27/2017 5:00 2:04

The owner of the popular pizza restaurant,
Ghigiarelli’s, has vanished and police believe
he may be in danger. Robert Baron hasn't been
seen in two days. Police have focused their
investigation on his family's restaurant that's
been in business for decades. 



(28) Dozens rallied in
Luzerne County  to show
their support with
protesters of proposed
pipelines in the Midwest. Newswatch 16 at 11 1/28/2017 11:00 1:35

Dozens of people rallied against another one of
President Trump's recent executive actions In
Luzerne County. It’s all to show their support
with protesters of proposed pipelines in the
Midwest. The Keystone XL Pipeline along
with the Dakota Access Pipeline got a big
boost after President Trump signed an
executive order on expediting both projects.
Now, protesters of the pipelines say their
voices are more important than ever.

(29) Demonstrations over
immigration policy
continued today. Newswatch 16 at 6 1/29/2017 6:00 1:49

Demonstrations over immigration policy
continued in dozens of cities across the U.S.,
including Williamsport. As demonstrators
rallied in cities around the country, about 100
people gathered in front of the federal
courthouse in Williamsport expressing their
dismay At President Donald Trump’s new
policies on immigrants and refugees.

(30) More holes have
opened near a home that
was nearly swallowed by
earlier mine subsidences. Newswatch 16 at 5 1/30/2017 5:00 1:39

More mine subsidences have opened up a
home in Schuylkill County that was already
nearly swallowed by an earlier mine
subsidence. Officials with the Department of
Environmental Protection say, if a home is
built on top of an abandoned coal mine, and
one hole caves in, more holes are likely to
follow. Mine crews found this to be true for the
property in Mahanoy Township in Schuylkill
County as more holes are continuing to cave in.



(31) A popular
maintenance worker was
killed overnight in an
explosion. Newswatch 16 at 6 1/31/2017 6:00 1:58

Investigators were back near Factoryville
looking for answers about an explosion that
killed Steve Swift, a maintenance worker.
Officials say Swift was on a skid steer tending
to burning trash when something caused an
explosion. That blast could be felt for miles
away and now, a tight knit community is
feeling the loss.

(32) A family's dog was
return after it was
mistaken as a stray and
adopted. Newswatch 16 at 5 2/1/2017 5:00 1:50

Lindsay Riccardo of Kingston is breathing a
sigh of relief after her family's pet was returned
home. This is after the dog was wrongfully
brought to the SPCA of Luzerne County as a
stray and adopted by another family. Riccardo
thought she would never see her beloved
golden retriever ever again. However, she got a
call from her attorney saying her pet would
soon be coming home.

(33) The president wants
to reopen the pulpit to
politics and area religious
leaders react to that idea. Newswatch 16 at 7 2/2/2017 7:00 1:25

President Trump thinks religious leaders
should be allowed to preach politics from the
pulpit. At least that's the message people are
getting after the National Prayer Breakfast in
Washington. Newswatch 16's Matt Petrillo
spoke to pastors in our area who are actually
questioning whether a change to that law is
really needed.



(34) A casino in our area
is facing a fine for serving
too much alcohol to a
man at the slots. Newswatch 16 at 11 2/3/2017 11:00 1:36

Mount Airy Casino Resort is facing a hefty fine
after one of its patrons was served too many
drinks, 27 drinks to be exact, to man at the
slots. The Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board
says the man was so intoxicated he eventually
fell off his barstool. The gaming control board
slapped Mount Airy with a $25,000 and the
three bartenders who served the man were fired
by the casino. The board says even after the
man was visibly drunk, the bartenders still
served him 18 more drinks.

(35) A fire at a home sets
off multiple explosions
heard for miles. Newswatch 16 at 6 2/4/2017 6:00 1:53

A fire caused several small explosions and
destroyed a family's home in Sunbury.
Neighbors says the man who lives in the home
on Reagan Street is on oxygen and extra tanks
were stored on the family's front porch. The
risk of explosion forced neighbors out of their
homes. The firefighters' quick actions kept
them from getting hurt.

(36) A barn was
destroyed by a fire. Newswatch 16 at 11 2/5/2017 11:00 1:39

It took nearly five hours and multiple
departments from across Montour County to
put out a barn fire.  The barn on Center Road
near Danville quickly spread toward a nearby
home. The owner, who didn’t want to go on
camera, says there were no chickens in the barn
at the time of the fire. Firefighters had to use
trucks to get water to the scene and save the
home, but the barn was a total loss.



(37) The family involved
in an amber alert called it
an honest mistake. Newswatch 16 at 6 2/6/2017 6:00 2:22

The family of the little girl who was the focus
of a state-wide Amber Alert says it was all just
an honest mistake. The family says the girl’s
mother went inside their home to drop off
groceries and came out to find her car and
daughter gone. She feared someone abducted
her daughter, but that wasn't the case. That
Amber Alert fueled a state-wide search that
ended right in the child's backyard, nearly 100
yards away from the family's home.

(38) A bigamist bail
bondsman married a
mother and her daughter. Newswatch 16 at 11 2/7/2017 11:00 1:59

A bail bondsman was arrested and facing
firearm and bigamy charges. Investigators say
Christopher Hauptmann married to a mother
and her 18-year-old daughter. Investigators say
he's been leading a secret life.

(39) A community in our
area is getting national
attention for its pizza. Newswatch 16 at 11 2/8/2017 11:00 1:35

A community in Lackawanna County, whose
claim to fame is being the Pizza Capital of the
World, is now getting national attention for its
tasty trays. Old Forge style pizzas were
featured in a USA Today article. The article is
titled "The American Pizza Capital You've
Never Heard Of." The reporter of the article
even interviewed the owner of Arcaro and
Genell who says they couldn't be more thrilled.

(40) Emergency bridge
work needed after hole
opens. Newswatch 16 at 5 2/9/2017 5:00 0:49

A part of a major interstate in our area is down
to a single lane of traffic after a hole was found
a bridge in Luzerne County. PennDOT said to
expect overnight and the next day on Interstate
81 north near Nuangola. The hole opened up
between exit 155 and exit 159, those are the
Dorrance and Nuangola exits.



(41) The Army says it
will not pay for damages
caused by the runaway
blimp. Newswatch 16 at 5 2/10/2017 5:00 1:07

More than a year after a blimp broke free from
a military base in Maryland and crashed in
Montour County, the army says it will not pay
for the damages. The experimental blimp
caused more than a million dollars in damages.
The Army told residents to take their
complaints to the defense contractor who made
the cables that wayward blimp.

(42) Customers remember
Al Boscov who passed
away after his  battle with
cancer. Newswatch 16 at 6 2/11/2017 6:00 2:07

As chairman of the department stores bearing
his name, Al Boscov employed thousands and
shoppers credit him with keeping business in
both Wilkes-Barre's and Scranton's
downtowns. The people shopping at Boscov's
were saddened to hear about the passing of Al
Boscov after a battle with cancer. They are
grateful for his efforts to keep his business
running in both Wilkes-Barre and Scranton.

(43) Snow and freezing
rain created chaos across
our region. Newswatch 16 at 11 2/12/2017 11:00 1:44

Snow and rain across our area created some
tricky spots for drivers and it's only going to
get worse.  At the PennDOT shed off the
Interstate 81 and 380 interchange, it's not so
much about the plows, as it is about the brine
solution that crews need to sprinkle on the
roads to stop them from freezing. Even with
treated roads, it was still tough driving for
many across the area. 

(44) The adopted son of
Jerry Sandusky is charged
with sexually assaulting
two young children. Newswatch 16 at 5 2/13/2017 5:00 1:06

Jeffrey Sandusky is one of Jerry and Dottie
Sandusky’s six adopted children. He is in the
Centre County Correctional Facility charged
with sexually assaulting a child, possessing
child pornography, and several other sex
crimes against two young victims. Police
records show the investigation began in
November.



(45) A thief stole
donations for a theater
makeover and caused
thousands of dollars in
damage. Newswatch 16 at 5 2/14/2017 5:00 1:31

A thief broke into the Pocono Cinema and
Cultural Center in East Stroudsburg, stole
donations for the theater makeover, and caused
thousands of dollars in damages. The theater
staff say this break-in is not a cost they were
expecting to add on. Now, they are hoping the
person responsible is caught.

(46) A man has been
charged with homicide for
shooting and killing
another man during a
fight. Newswatch 16 at 6 2/15/2017 6:00 1:59

Kyle Kresge of Effort is being charged with
homicide and abuse of a corpse after troopers
say he shot and killed Lawrence Purcell Jr. The
shooting happened at Kresge's home in Monroe
County. Troopers were back at the home still
trying to piece together what led to this
shooting.

(47) A man crossing a
road to go to work was hit
and killed. Newswatch 16 at 5 2/16/2017 5:00 1:46

A man crossing a road to go to work was hit
and killed in Lycoming County. It happened
along Lycoming Mall Drive in Fairfield
Township. Troopers say the victim just got off
a bus and was going to cross a road to work,
when he was hit by a pickup truck, and killed.
Witness say the driver who did it took off,
came back to look, and then drove away again.
Now, police say the driver responsible for the
hit and run this morning has turned himself in.



(48) Police are looking
for a man who walked out
a Walmart with thousands
worth of cell phones. Newswatch 16 at 6 2/17/2017 6:00 2:19

State police are looking for a man they believe
walked out of the Walmart near Lewisburg
with almost 40 cell phones, worth thousands of
dollars. The smart phone theft happened early
in the morning when there were not many
employees working at the Walmart. State
police say the man walked into the electronics
department, smashed a glass case, and grabbed
the phones. Investigators say the thief walked
out of the store with 39 iPhones and there was
nothing employees could do about it.

(49) A young boy died in
a house fire. Newswatch 16 at 6 2/18/2017 6:00 1:00

Troopers say two people made it out of the
burning house in Wyoming County, but a third
person, a child did not. Family members say
that deadly fire happened near Laceyville at the
home of Shane Fryer, who was inside with his
girlfriend and her young son. Now, relatives
are coping with the loss of the little boy.

(50) A mayor called a
news conference after
prosecutors dropped
criminal charges against
him. Newswatch 16 at 6 2/19/2017 6:00 1:54

Shamokin police charged the city’s mayor last
month with desecrating graves and covering
them with dirt. The Northumberland County
district attorney called for all criminal charges
to be dropped against the mayor. To announce
the dropped charges, the mayor called a news
conference where the arresting officer called
the mayor a liar. But despite that development,
the controversy over whether the graves were
damaged and who is at fault continues.



(51) A man broke into a
little league clubhouse
and caused hundreds of
dollars in damage. Newswatch 16 at 11 2/20/2017 11:00 1:29

Carbondale police are looking for the guy seen
breaking into a little league clubhouse. Police
say he caused hundreds of dollars’ worth of
damage. League members believe the suspect
was looking for money, but left empty handed

(52) The Ku Klux Klan
handed out flyers to some
residents in our area. Newswatch 16 at 5 2/21/2017 5:00 1:44

The Ku Klux Klan is known to distribute flyers
in different communities, and now, some
residents in Berwick are the victims. About
half a dozen flyers were reported in people's
yards, but Berwick police believe there could
be a lot more. The KKK flyers came in bags
held down with rice. Berwick police say the
most they could cite anyone for is littering
because whoever put the flyers out did not
trespass or touch anyone's mailboxes. Even so,
people are upset.

(53) A man charged with
the death of a four year
old tries to enter a plea. Newswatch 16 at 5 2/22/2017 5:00 1:48

An attempted plea deal for the death of a four
year old got thrown out by a judge in
Schuylkill County. Phillip Moeller of Fountain
Springs pleaded "no contest" about a month
ago, to charges relating to the death of his then-
girlfriend's grandson. However, a judge threw
out that plea because of confusion over how
much time Moeller would spend in jail. Now,
family members of the young victim hope
justice can still be served with a harsh
sentence. 



(54) Mother was able to
thank medic who saved
her baby boy's life. Newswatch 16 at 11 2/23/2017 11:00 2:40

A mother from Scranton finally got the chance
to thank a medic for saving her baby boy's life.
Danny, the baby boy, went from sick to very
sick with a spiking fever and going into a
seizure. One medic came right to the boy,
scooped him out of his father’s hands, and put
him into her ambulance. Now, the mother is
thanking that medic for her quick work.
Newswatch 16 was there for the tearful
reunion.

(55) Detectives found
more videos of women in
the bathroom of a
restaurant taken by a man
who faces deportation. Newswatch 16 at 6 2/24/2017 6:00 1:56

Detectives say they've found a second
electronic device used by a man to secretly
record videos of women in a restaurant
bathroom in Luzerne County. That is in
addition to nearly fifty videos authorities say
Juan Prieto recorded on his cell phone. Prieto
has been locked up since he turned himself in
after police announced they were looking for
him. At the time, police thought Prieto
recorded women in a restaurant bathroom on
two occasions. Now, they say it happened a
third time.

(56) Devastating winds
and torrential ran caused
widespread damage in our
area during February. Newswatch 16 at 11 2/25/2017 11:00 2:03

The devastating winds and torrential rain
caused widespread damage and even destroyed
two homes in the area. Six families are out of
their homes after that storm rolled through
Pittston Township. The Pittston Township
Assistant Fire Chief says that 15 to 20 homes
were damaged in the neighborhood of Chapel
Road because of that storm.



(57) National weather
service confirmed a
tornado touched down in
our area. Newswatch 16 at 6 2/26/2017 6:00 2:11

It was a tornado that wrecked homes and
toppled scores of trees on a wild day of
weather. Newswatch 16 was in Luzerne
County the day before during that storm. Now,
storm victims, whose homes were hit hard by
the storm, and officials were able to take in all
of the damage from the tornado. 

(58) A former
administrator at a
personal care home was
charged with funneling
hundreds of thousands of
dollars of rent money to
his own bank account. Newswatch 16 at 11 2/27/2017 11:00 1:04

Scott Capparell of drums is facing federal
charges. He's charged with stealing from
vulnerable residents at a personal care home.
Officials say he funneled hundreds of
thousands of dollars of rent money to his own
bank account. Newswatch 16 spoke with some
people who call that despicable.

(59) A woman that was
rescued from a river has
died. Newswatch 16 at 5 2/28/2017 5:00 0:57

Police say a woman is dead after she was
pulled from the Lackawanna River. Now,
detectives are questioning the man who was
with her when she went into the water.

(60) Geisinger is hiring
2,000 more people. Newswatch 16 at 6 3/1/2017 6:00 1:51

One of northeastern and central Pennsylvania’s
biggest employers announced thousands of
jobs are on the way. Geisinger Health System
is hiring 2,000 more people in addition to the
2,000 people it has hired in the last six months.
The jobs will be spread out throughout
Geisinger's 12 hospital campuses, mostly in
northeastern and central Pennsylvania.
Officials at Geisinger Health System say half
of those positions will be direct care workers
like doctors and nurses. The other half will be
non-clinical positions like IT workers and
dietary specialists.



(61) A man was left for
dead after being hit by a
car on a busy stretch of
highway. Newswatch 16 at 5 3/2/2017 5:00 1:06

Dennis Burley, 54, from Muncy was left for
dead after being hit by a car on Route 220 in
Lycoming County. State police believe the
driver of a blue Saturn hit and killed the man
while he was trying to cross Route 220. Now,
police are searching for the driver.

(62) A crash involving a
school bus and a car is
creating some
controversy. Newswatch 16 at 6 3/3/2017 6:00 1:35

A crash involving a school bus and a car
yesterday morning is creating some
controversy in Schuylkill County. Parents are
wondering what happened when the school bus
crashed with a car in the parking lot of
Schuylkill Technology Center's South Campus.
The Mahanoy Area School District is waiting
on the police investigation to see if charges
should be filed. The bus driver involved in the
crash resigned. But parents are wondering why
it took so long for the school district to let them
know.

(63) An annual St.
Patrick's parade was held
in frigid temps. Newswatch 16 at 6 3/4/2017 6:00 1:29

The area's first Saint Patrick’s parade of the
year is a sign spring is on the way, but it sure
didn't feel like it. Parade day brought snow
squalls to Pittston leaving spectators bracing
against the wind. Performers preparing for the
parade did what they could to fight the cold.

(64) A man was captured
and charged in the
stabbing death of another
man. Newswatch 16 at 6 3/5/2017 6:00 1:29

Police say Aaron Boone, a young father, was
attacked by Terrel Jordan in Lewisburg. The
victim made his way up South 7th Street,
leaving a trail of blood, looking for help. When
police arrived the dying man told them who
they should look for.



(65) A fire at Children
and Youth Services off
looks like it may been set
intentionally. Newswatch 16 at 5 3/6/2017 5:00 1:32

The headquarters for the Luzerne County
Children and Youth Services in Wilkes-Barre
never opened one day because of a fire in a
back office. The district attorney now says it is
likely that someone set it. Wilkes-Barre police
and others investigating the case and have
interviewed a few individuals but have not
made any arrests.

(66) A towering building
begins to collapse forcing
the evacuation of the
surrounding
neighborhood. Newswatch 16 at 5 3/7/2017 5:00 1:28

Demolition was supposed to start on the old
Kaier Brewery building in Schuylkill County.
Instead, it started to come down on its own
forcing the evacuation of the surrounding
neighborhood. Now, a six-block area is off
limits.

(67) PennDOT workers
are joining the fight
against human trafficking. Newswatch 16 at 11 3/8/2017 11:00 1:34

PennDOT workers are joining the fight against
human trafficking. Governor Wolf announced
they will be trained on how to spot and help
victims of human trafficking. This will be
happening while truck drivers in PA are getting
special tips too. The governor calls this a life-
saving fight. 

(68) A man is facing
almost 250 counts of sex
abuse of children. Newswatch 16 at 5 3/9/2017 5:00 1:49

A man in Snyder County faces almost 250
counts of sexual abuse of children after police
found pornographic images on his computer.
What has parents really upset, the man used to
be a bus driver in the Selinsgrove Area School
District. According to Sharitz Bus Service,
Kenneth Beaver of Shamokin Dam only
worked for them for about one year. During
that year, police say he showed pornographic
images of a teenage boy to another bus driver
who reported him.



(69) The cost for
taxpayers in Eric Frein's
death penalty trial
continue to mount. Newswatch 16 at 6 3/10/2017 6:00 1:38

Even before testimony starts in the trial of Eric
Frein, the man accused of ambushing
Pennsylvania state troopers, the cost to
taxpayers continues to mount. This includes
this week’s jury selection in the Philly suburbs.
Pike County commissioners have known this
death penalty trial will be expensive. They
even raised taxes partly because of that cost.
After two days of jury selection, not one juror
has been picked.

(70) People enjoyed St.
Patrick’s Day parade
across our area while
dealing with cold, wind,
and snow. Newswatch 16 at 6 3/11/2017 6:00 1:25

People in Scranton enjoyed this year’s St.
Patrick’s parade while dealing with the cold,
wind, and snow. Typically, on parade day, we
see a crowd spilling out of the pubs along
Courthouse Square. This year, everyone was
packed inside. Parade goes say it may not have
been the most comfortable day to watch a
parade, it was memorable.

(71) Shoppers and
PennDOT prepare for
Blizzard of 2017. Newswatch 16 at 6 3/12/2017 6:00 1:27

The late-winter storm has people shopping for
supplies, and PennDOT is preparing as well. A
spokesperson for PennDOT says the agency is
making sure all its equipment is in good shape
for Tuesday. Meanwhile, shoppers say they
were not waiting for the last minute to stock up
on anything they need to get through a major
storm.



(72) A mother and her son
were found dead inside a
car. Newswatch 16 at 5 3/13/2017 5:00 1:43

A mother and her son were found dead inside a
car in the Poconos. Now, police are trying to
figure out what led to the incident. The Monroe
County coroner's office identified the victims
as Anni Robles, who is in her 30's and her
young son, Ethan Robles. The two were found
with gunshot wounds inside a car at a home in
Stroud Township. The deaths shocked
neighbors and saddened those throughout the
Stroudsburg Area School District, where the
young boy was a third-grade student.

(73) Good Samaritans
helped clean the streets
during the Blizzard of
2017. Newswatch 16 at 6 3/14/2017 6:00 1:37

The Borough of Kingston was paralyzed by the
Blizzard of 2017. People walked, plowed, and
shoveled, trying to keep going during the
blizzard. Wyoming Avenue in Kingston had
almost no traffic for most of the morning.
Newswatch 16 found two Wyoming Valley
West students cruising up and down the
avenue, looking to help drivers stuck on the
side of the road.

(74) The PIAA basketball
tournament was
postponed due to the
Blizzard of 2017. Newswatch 16 at 11 3/15/2017 11:00 2:01

The PIAA state basketball playoffs have
already been postponed one day due to the
blizzard. Now, without wanting to postpone
games again, the PIAA is set on every team
taking the court Thursday. For one team in
Susquehanna County, playing may not be
possible at all as the community continues to
dig out from the storm.



(75) Ski season booming
once again after Blizzard
of 2017. Newswatch 16 at 11 3/16/2017 11:00 1:34

Just a few weeks ago, Montage Mountain was
knocked out of business after a tornado blew
through and it appeared the ski season was
over. Now, the ski resort is getting a big boost
thanks to this week's massive snow storm.
Employees now say the resort is planning to
stay open until March 26th.

(76) Hillary Clinton was
came back to Scranton. Newswatch 16 at 11 3/17/2017 11:00 1:42

The Society of Irish Women held its annual
dinner in Scranton, but this year's event was
anything but ordinary. The society managed to
get Hillary Clinton to participate as the main
speaker. This was Clinton's first official
speaking engagement since the election.

(77) The winter weather
caused a barn roof to
collapse, trapping the
farmer inside. Newswatch 16 at 6 3/18/2017 6:00 1:36

The big snow storm put so much weight on the
roof of a barn in Columbia County that it
collapsed under pressure. Joel Knoebel says he
noticed his barn roof was sinking and on fire,
and when he tried to rescue his pigs the roof
buckled trapping him along with his pigs.

(78) Schools are still
being delayed for snow
cleanup. Newswatch 16 at 6 3/19/2017 6:00 1:42

The Scranton School District called for a two-
hour delay. The superintendent says it's a
chance to give students more time to make it in
as crews continue to clear off all the sidewalks
and parking lots for the district's 19 different
buildings.

(79) Jury selection started
for the trial of former Penn
State University President
Graham Spanier.  Newswatch 16 at 5 3/20/2017 5:00 1:17

Jury selection started in Harrisburg for the trial
of former Penn State University President
Graham Spanier. Spanier is charged with
endangering the welfare of children in
connection with the Jerry Sandusky child sex
abuse scandal. So far, no jurors have been
picked out of a pool of close to 150 people.
Open statements will start after 12 jurors and
four alternates are picked.



(80) A 10-year-old boy
from our area was shot
and killed by another
child while visiting
family in Newark, NJ. Newswatch 16 at 6 3/21/2017 6:00 1:37

A 10-year-old boy from Scranton was killed by
another child in what appears to be an
accidental shooting in New Jersey. Jasiah
Coleman was visiting his father for the
weekend in Newark. School administrators
plan to have counselors on hand at Prescott
Elementary where the boy was a student.
Teachers at the school elementary in Scranton
say it was just beginning to feel like things
were getting back to normal after an extended
break because of snow when they received the
news.

(81) A man was arraigned
on felony charges for
allegedly stabbing a
woman outside a bar. Newswatch 16 at 11 3/22/2017 11:00 1:35

Nelson Hernandaz-Rivera of Hazleton was
arraigned on felony charges for allegedly
stabbing a woman outside a bar on East Broad
Street. Police say while he was attacking her a
security guard at the bar came outside, told him
to stop, and then shot Nelson in the leg when
Nelson went after him.

(82) The turnpike is
getting rid of its signals
and traffic lights at toll
booths. Newswatch 16 at 11 3/23/2017 11:00 1:29

After 16 years, E-ZPass will be getting rid of
signals and traffics lights at the toll booths that
verify the pass worked properly. Turnpike
officials say they're upgrading cameras,
sensors, and other systems to comply with
federal standards. As part of the upgrades,
those E-ZPass lane traffic signals are going to
be gone.

(83) A motel worker is
accused of sexually
abusing one of the guests,
a teen girl. Newswatch 16 at 6 3/24/2017 6:00 1:31

Mayurkumar Shah is accused of letting himself
in to the motel room of a 13-year-old girl after
her parents had left. The family was staying at
Scottish Inns on the O’Neill Highway in
Dunmore because their home was damaged
during last week's snow storm. Shah, the
motel’s live-in manager is accused of
molesting the teenage girl.



(84) It's been one month
since a tornado wreck
neighborhoods in two
counties. Newswatch 16 at 6 3/25/2017 6:00 1:39

While many hours have been spent on cleanup
from last month’s tornado in Lackawanna and
Luzerne county, there are months of work
ahead. At Lake Scranton, all the damage from
the storm and the snow has the trails still off
limits. Some were even turned away by a
security guard because of the closed trails 

(85) A woman originally
from our area was killed
in Florida. Newswatch 16 at 6 3/26/2017 11:00 1:34

Brooke Preston was murdered hundreds of
miles from where she and her alleged killer
grew up in our area. Both the victim and her
alleged killer grew up in Wyalusing. Police in
Florida are searching for answers to that
murder with connections to Bradford County.
Oddly enough, the accused murderer's father
was charged with killing a woman in Luzerne
County two years ago, before taking his own
life. 

(86) Big rig drivers are
ignoring road signs for
bridge repairs and getting
stuck. Newswatch 16 at 5 3/27/2017 5:00 1:35

Suscon Road in Pittston Township has been
closed for three weeks for emergency bridge
repairs. Even though the road is open to local
traffic only, some tractor trailer drivers just
aren't getting the message. At the bottom of the
hill, tractor trailers are trying to pass through
only find they can't go anywhere and get stuck.

(87) The state game
commission made its final
decision on what kind of
guns hunters can use for
big and small game. Newswatch 16 at 6 3/28/2017 6:00 1:46

According to the state game commission,
hunters can use semi-automatic rifles for only
small game but not for big game like deer and
black bear. Back in January, the commission
tentatively voted to allow semi-automatic rifles
for both, but on March 28th, it was decided to
remove large game from the approval list.
Some hunters we spoke to in the Poconos are
relieved.



(88) A woman from our
area is back home after
meeting the family of the
boy who gave her an
organ and saved her life. Newswatch 16 at 5 3/29/2017 5:00 1:54

Missy Masse from South Williamsport is back
home after vising a family in New Jersey. The
family donated the organs of the their 15-year-
old son who died in a crash. Masse needed a
pancreas transplant and spent more than three
years on a waiting list. When she finally got the
call that she had a match, she never expected
the outcome would mean so much to a family
she had never met. 

(89) Former judge was
found safe after missing
for almost two days. Newswatch 16 at 11 3/30/2017 11:00 1:56

The disappearance of Judge Edwin Kosik
spurred law enforcement into action eliciting
concerns about the health of the 92-year-old
man. The U.S. Marshal’s office says Judge
Kosik was found by a K9 unit in a wooded area
in Dunmore after two young men found his car
nearby. Officials say he was awake and talking
and the judge is at an area hospital in Scranton.
He was missing for almost two days.

(90) We talk with the
young men who are
credited with helping find
a missing federal judge. Newswatch 16 at 5 3/31/2017 5:00 1:54

A federal judge from Lackawanna County is in
fair condition in the hospital after being
rescued from the woods. Judge Edwin Kosik
was missing for almost two days when two
teenagers spotted his car in the woods in
Dunmore. The Dunmore Reservoir is a popular
place for hiking. These young men say it's not a
place for regular cars. That's what struck them
as odd when they saw an SUV stuck on a log in
the woods.  Little did they know it belonged to
the missing federal judge.



(91) Roar Restored:
Special coverage of Penn
State's road to the 2017
Rose Bowl. 5:30PM on WNEP 1/1/2017 5:30(PM) 29:30:00

Penn State faced off against USC in the 103rd
Rose Bowl in southern California. Newswatch
16’s Landon Stolar and Jon Meyer were along
for the ride with the team and the fans. This
half hour special covered fans and players
traveling to Pasadena for the game, the Rose
Parade, players from our viewing, and the
game itself.


