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ISSUES AND PROGRAMS LIST

KPBS TV

Period from 4/1/17-6/30/17

During the period KPBS-TV has served the public interest by broadcasting diverse content which cover, address, 
and create dialogue around national, statewide, and regional issues.  The following is a list of some of the acquired 

programming aired.

This report is not all-inclusive of all KPBS' programming. It is a fair representation of the topics covered.

AGING

FRONTLINE: Being Mortal

5/30/17 at 10:30 p.m. 

56:16

FRONTLINE teams up with writer and surgeon Atul Gawande to examine how doctors care for 
terminally ill patients. In conjunction with Gawande's new book, Being Mortal, the film explores the 
relationships between doctors and patients nearing the end of life, and shows how many doctors - 
including Gawande himself - struggle to talk honestly and openly with their dying patients.

Reflect

4/30/17 at 8:30 p.m.

26:46

REFLECT, a fresh and inspiring look at aging successfully, is a new documentary series that highlights 
six vibrant older adults living life by their terms. This series provides insight into the active and engaged 
world of today's seniors who are living out loud and defying stereotypes associated with aging. Their 
stories unfold through interviews, day-in-the-life footage, and archival materials. Also featured are the 
many healthy living opportunities San Diego affords seniors, from work to play to volunteering, and 
everything in between. REFLECT will broadcast on KPBS San Diego in January 2017.

AGRICULTURE

A Growing Passion

5/25/17 at 8:30 p.m.

26:46



More and more San Diegan's strive to make socially, environmentally, and economically responsible 
choices. From earth-friendly and water wise gardens to organic foods and habitat restoration, we demand 
options that protect our health, feed our communities, and protect our natural resources. A Growing 
Passion is an Emmy-winning lifestyle program that explores San Diego County's agriculture and 
horticulture activities as an expression of this growing earth-friendly movement. From backyard food 
production to major horticultural growers, from low water landscapes to sustainable practices around the 
home and in the garden, we tell stories about the natural and manmade landscapes that shape the social, 
cultural, environmental and economic interests of our community. We celebrate how San Diego grows.

Independent Lens: Seed: The Untold Story

4/17/17 at 11 p.m.

56:46

Follow passionate seed keepers around the world who are determined to protect humanity's 12,000-year-
old food legacy. In the last century, 94 percent of seed varieties have disappeared.

ALCOHOL-DRUG ABUSE-ADDICTION

Second Opinion: Addiction to Pain Medications

4/13/17 at 10:30 a.m. on KPBSDT2

26:46

Fast-paced and provocative, SECOND OPINION focuses on health literacy in an engaging, entertaining 
and accessible way. The long-running series engages a panel of medical professionals and lay people in 
honest, in-depth discussions about complex health issues and life-changing medical decisions. Host Dr. 
Peter Salgo, who maintains a full-time practice at Columbia University Medical Center in New York 
City, presents intriguing, real-life medical cases to professionals representing a variety of specialties. As 
the experts grapple with the diagnosis and treatment options, viewers gain an understanding of doctors' 
decision-making process. This season, topics include: psoriasis, chronic pain management, medical 
radiation, pituitary gland tumor, living with Alzheimer's, pneumonia, autism and more.

Soldier On: Life After Deployment

4/1/17 at 2 a.m. on KPBSDT2

56:46

In SOLDIER ON: LIFE AFTER DEPLOYMENT three women - Natasha Young, Amanda Tejada and 
Lyndsey Lyons - confront the challenges of readjusting to civilian life after their post-9/11 military 
service. Once back in the United States, the women cope with the disintegration of their relationships, 
alcohol and substance abuse, depression, health problems, military sexual trauma, post-traumatic stress 
disorder, and employment difficulties.



AMERICAN HISTORY-BIOGRAPHY

American Epic

5/16/17 at 9 p.m.

56:33

Travel the country in search of rural artists from the 1920s, when the music of ordinary Americans was 
recorded for the first time, transforming music forever, in a film executive produced by Jack White, 
Robert Redford and T Bone Burnett.

Sinking of an Aircraft Carrier

5/24/17 at 9 p.m.

49:31

A demolition team's mission to sink the USS Oriskany, a 900-foot long aircraft carrier, the most complex 
and best built ship in naval warfare and to create the largest artificial reef in the world. Battling through 
four-inch thick steel plating and hazardous waste, the team discovers the secret of sinking an aircraft 
carrier and in the process writes a new chapter in marine demolition. The USS Oriskany was built not to 
sink but to withstand missiles and bomb hits during a war. She operated primarily in the Pacific into the 
1970s, in both the Korean War, and the Vietnam War. The courageous demolition team must go through 
tight tunnels throughout the ship, making sure everything is removed that could be harmful to the 
environment, meeting all safety codes.

ARTS

70s Soul Superstars (My Music)

6/9/17 at 9 p.m.

1:30:07

Join Patti LaBelle for an all-star reunion of the legends of 1970s Motown, R&B and soul, including the 
Commodores, original lead Eugene Record reuniting with the Chi-Lites, the Stylistics, Yvonne Elliman, 
Heatwave, the Trammps and the Emotions.

Live at the Belly Up

5/5/17 at 11 p.m.

55:46

Sometimes all you need is Music. And sometimes you need that music live. Welcome to Live at the Belly 
Up. San Diego has long been known as a hotbed of great and diverse musical talent. What's more, San 
Diego is home to one of the best music venues on the West Coast. Since 1974, the Belly Up night club 



has been featuring San Diego's finest bands from rock, blues, reggae, funk and everything in between. 
Groove, dance and sing with Live at the Belly Up.  

BUSINESS-INDUSTRY

Nightly Business Report

5/22/17 at 5:30 p.m.

26:46

Every weeknight, the Emmy winning NIGHTLY BUSINESS REPORT delivers the day's essential 
business and economic news. Each lively half-hour combines trusted, credible and unbiased information 
and extensive financial market coverage with insightful features, analysis and commentaries by noted 
economists and business experts.

Start Up

4/30/17 at 12 p.m.

26:46

This series offers viewers an up-close and personal look into the world of the modern American 
entrepreneur. As complicated as starting a business may seem, the goal is to demystify the process by 
sharing the real life experiences of average Americans who are taking control of their own destiny while 
creating jobs for others. Over 90% of all companies in America are small businesses. Those small 
businesses employee over 50% of all people working in this country. Today's media rarely focus on the 
stories of those Americans and their hard work, despite small-businesses being the backbone of the 
country. "Start Up" explores the next generation of American business owners and the dreams that drive 
them.

CHILD ABUSE

Dead Reckoning: War & Justice

4/1/17 at 1 p.m. on KPBSDT2

56:46

Civilians worldwide are increasingly the targets of war crimes. This unprecedented series examines the 
evolution of postwar justice in investigating genocide, ethnic cleansing and other atrocities and in 
prosecuting the perpetrators.

MN Original

4/2/17 at 9 a.m. on KPBSDT2



26:46

Syrian photographer Osama Esid's mission is to document and further understand his varied communities. 
Made Here, led by Joan Vorderbruggen of Hennepin Theatre Trust, fills empty windows with local art in 
Downtown Minneapolis. Born in Columbia and adopted by a Minnesota family, painter Paul Peterson is 
creating a Columbian-themed series to help his recently found biological family. Led by teacher Crystal 
Spring, the acting program at Washburn High School empowers students to explore race, abuse and other 
issues that impact them.

COMMUNITY POLITICS

The Day it Snowed in Miami

6/17/17 at 11 a.m.

1:26:36

THE DAY IT SNOWED IN MIAMI traces the political activism behind an equal-rights statute in Miami, 
and how it galvanized the gay rights movement in Florida and beyond. Thirty five years ago, as 
snowflakes prepared to dust palm trees in a city known for its warmth, Miami-Dade County lawmakers 
unknowingly debated an issue that would ignite a political maelstrom. The seemingly benign ordinance - 
essentially an addendum to the county's existing anti-discrimination legislation - sought to prohibit 
discrimination in housing, public accommodations or employment based on the basis of "affectional or 
sexual preference." On Jan. 18, 1977, a throng of conservatives led by singer and Florida Orange Juice 
spokeswoman Anita Bryant packed downtown commission chambers in protest. The commissioners 
ultimately passed the ordinance by a narrow 5-3 margin, but Bryant vowed to lead a repeal - and 
succeeded. The ordinance set back the gay-rights movement for decades; it took more than 20 years for 
Miami-Dade to revive and pass the law. The 90-minute documentary also chronicles the tragic effects of 
the AIDS pandemic in South Florida, and the ironic, compassionate turn in public opinion towards the 
gay community.

Independent Lens: Newtown

4/3/17 at 11 p.m.

1:23:14

Newtown explores the aftermath of the mass shooting in Newtown, Connecticut, where 20 first-graders 
and six of their educators were killed on December 14, 2012. Joining the ranks of a growing club to 
which no one wants to belong, the lives of several characters profoundly affected by the fallout of gun 
violence interconnect and propel the town toward introspection and action.

CONSUMERISM

Hitmakers

6/27/17 at 11 a.m. on KPBSDT2



56:46

HITMAKERS is an up-close look at the music industry's resilience in the digital age, from the perspective 
of groundbreaking artists, music label mavericks and game-changing managers. These crucial players 
have shaped the music business over the past 100 years, changing pop culture in the process. Today's 
artists challenge the paradigm further, taking control of their careers and sometimes shucking the system 
altogether to record and release music on their own. Record labels large and small also have found they 
must innovate to thrive. Entertaining and thoughtful, HITMAKERS boasts an unforgettable soundtrack. 
The special features interviews and performances from notable artists such as Melissa Etheridge, The 
Roots' Questlove, Sharon Jones, rising DJ/producer Steve Aoki and many more.

PBS NewsHour

5/4/17 at 7 p.m.

7:24

How health care cost and coverage might change for everyone under GOP bill: House Republicans have 
pushed through a bill to remake the American health care system in dramatic ways. Lisa Desjardins and 
Julie Rovner of Kaiser Health News join Hari Sreenivasan to discuss how coverage and cost would 
change, and how the bill is likely to fare in the Senate.

CRIME-LEGAL ISSUES-LAW ENFORCEMENT

FRONTLINE: Second Chance Kids

5/2/17 at 10 p.m.

56:16

A fight over the fate of juveniles in prison for murder, following a landmark Supreme Court ruling. The 
film examines the impact of the order to re-evaluate thousands of juvenile murder cases and follows two 
of the first convicts to be released.

Independent Lens: The Prison in Twelve Landscapes

5/8/17 at 11 p.m.

56:46

More people are imprisoned in the United States at this present moment than in any other time or place in 
history, yet prisons themselves have never felt further away or more out of sight. The Prison in Twelve 
Landscapes is a film about the prison in which we never see an actual penitentiary. A meditation on the 
prison's disappearance in the era of mass incarceration, the film unfolds as a cinematic journey through a 
series of ordinary places across the USA where prisons affect lives.

CULTURE



First People – Kumeyaay

4/10/17 at 9 p.m. on KPBSDT2

51:42

The Kumeyaay Nation at one time lived throughout this region and is currently comprised of 13 
reservations scattered across San Diego County and four in northern Baja California. The Kumeyaay 
people who live on and off these reservations share a heritage that goes back, in their words, "to the 
beginning of time." This Emmy-nominated film explores some aspects of this resilient culture including 
the gathering and preparation of acorns, making of various tools, agave harvesting and roasting. The core 
this film presents the importance of sharing and maintaining their Kumeyaay cultural heritage and passing 
it along to future generations.

Making Light in Terezin

4/23/17 at 11 p.m. on KPBSDT2

56:39

MAKING LIGHT IN TEREZIN tells the true story of how Jewish prisoners held in a concentration camp 
during World War II fought back against the Nazis - not with guns or bombs - but through song, dance 
and laughter. In 2005, Lisa Peschel, now a theater studies professor at the University of York, discovered 
a collection of cabaret scripts - "Laugh With Us"- originally written by four 20-year-old prisoners held in 
the Czech concentration camp of Terezin. Located outside of Prague, Terezin effectively served as a way 
station, housing Jews before the Nazis sent them to Auschwitz and other death camps. In the face of this 
horrific darkness and uncertainty, the Jewish prisoners wrote and enacted comedy shows in a make-shift 
cabaret. The poignant and inspiring documentary follows a modern-day theater troupe from Minnesota as 
they travel to Terezin and attempt to re-stage the shows. Weaving together interviews with the original 
writers, witnesses to the original production, and scholars, MAKING LIGHT IN TEREZIN tells a story 
not only of survival, but also the triumph of a culture, artistic expression and the human spirit.

DISABLED

PBS NewsHour

4/4/17 at 7 p.m.

6:20

Will classroom cameras protect students with special needs? Because children with intellectual 
disabilities are the most vulnerable to abuse at school, Texas is the first state to require cameras in special 
education classrooms if requested by parents. But the current law has raised concerns about privacy as 
well as cost. Special correspondent Kavitha Cardoza of Education Week reports.

Spectrum: A Story of the Mind

4/9/17 at 3:30 p.m. on KPBSDT2



26:46

Imagine a world where words taste and thoughts feel, where sounds swell with color and leaves on trees 
change tones visible to the naked eye, where eye contact with another can cause physical pain. This 
world, both beautiful and overwhelming, exists for those in the film "Spectrum: A Story of the Mind." 
The first documentary to explore autism as sensory-based experiences, presenting the positive advantages 
and difficulties of perceiving the world differently. Featuring Dr. Temple Grandin, the film highlights the 
need for research on sensory issues.

ECONOMY

Nightly Business Report

5/22/17 at 5:30 p.m.

26:46

Tonight on Nightly Business Report, Ford replaces its CEO, but is it enough to reverse the automaker's 
stock decline? Plus, the high school whiz kids who may one day be the next Janet Yellen.

One Day in the American City

4/30/17 at 11 p.m. on KPBSDT2

26:46

Immerse yourself in the story of the American city, as told by thousands of filmmakers in a single day. 
Homelessness, gentrification new technology, the sharing economy, gun laws and urban farming are just 
some of the topics explored.

EDUCATION

Inside California Education

5/21/17 at 11:30 a.m.

26:46

Inside California Education takes a look at the challenges and opportunities facing the Golden State's 
public schools. Topics include the growth of charter schools, new career tech opportunities, how schools 
are implementing the new Common Core standards, combatting the growing statewide teacher shortage, 
new dual-language immersion programs, the re-emergence of art and music classes and how students are 
gaining new real-life opportunities to become involved in local and state government.

School, Inc.: The Price of Excellence

5/14/17 at 12 p.m.



55:54

The late Andrew Coulson, senior fellow of education policy at Cato Institute's Center for Educational 
Freedom, examines the great inventions of the Industrial Revolution in the 17th century when productivity 
rose dramatically and the innovations behind it spread like wildfire but not so in education. In those early 
years, education was controlled by parents, but when Horace Mann championed efforts to put education 
into the hands of state-appointed experts and state-trained teachers, universal public education in America 
was born. 

School Inc. flashes forward to East Los Angeles and a modern story of what happened when Jaime 
Escalante, a gifted teacher at Garfield High, and the educational excellence he created in the classroom 
became the basis of the Hollywood movie Stand and Deliver. Finally Coulson travels to Seoul, South 
Korea where college-bound students eagerly enroll in afterschool tutoring programs called "Hogwons." 
Students and administrators explain how well it works and one professor discloses his annual salary is 
more than a million dollars.

EMPLOYMENT

The Day it Snowed in Miami

6/17/17 at 11 a.m.

1:26:36

THE DAY IT SNOWED IN MIAMI traces the political activism behind an equal-rights statute in Miami, 
and how it galvanized the gay rights movement in Florida and beyond. Thirty five years ago, as 
snowflakes prepared to dust palm trees in a city known for its warmth, Miami-Dade County lawmakers 
unknowingly debated an issue that would ignite a political maelstrom. The seemingly benign ordinance - 
essentially an addendum to the county's existing anti-discrimination legislation - sought to prohibit 
discrimination in housing, public accommodations or employment based on the basis of "affectional or 
sexual preference." On Jan. 18, 1977, a throng of conservatives led by singer and Florida Orange Juice 
spokeswoman Anita Bryant packed downtown commission chambers in protest. The commissioners 
ultimately passed the ordinance by a narrow 5-3 margin, but Bryant vowed to lead a repeal - and 
succeeded. The ordinance set back the gay-rights movement for decades; it took more than 20 years for 
Miami-Dade to revive and pass the law. The 90-minute documentary also chronicles the tragic effects of 
the AIDS pandemic in South Florida, and the ironic, compassionate turn in public opinion towards the 
gay community.

Soldier On: Life After Deployment

4/1/17 at 2 a.m. on KPBSDT2

56:46

In SOLDIER ON: LIFE AFTER DEPLOYMENT three women - Natasha Young, Amanda Tejada and 
Lyndsey Lyons - confront the challenges of readjusting to civilian life after their post-9/11 military 
service. Once back in the United States, the women cope with the disintegration of their relationships, 
alcohol and substance abuse, depression, health problems, military sexual trauma, post-traumatic stress 
disorder, and employment difficulties.



ENERGY

Beyond Standing Rock

5/16/17 at 11 p.m.

56:46

Beyond Standing Rock is a new documentary that shines a spotlight on the conflict surrounding the 
Dakota Access pipeline and the struggle for Native American sovereignty. Over the course of this past 
fall, dramatic confrontations between Native American protesters and riot-clad law enforcement were 
seen worldwide. The protests became a symbol for Native Americans' fight for sovereignty and self-
determination over its own lands and resources. The documentary digs in deep behind those headlines, 
into the tug-of-war between climate activists and the need for energy infrastructure, between Native 
American tribes and the U.S. government, reopening old wounds from broken treaties and a brutal 
history. From plans to overturn national monuments designations to legislation to fast-track energy 
infrastructure on Indian lands, there is a great deal at stake for the oil and gas industry, for tribal leaders 
and for local citizens with the transfer of power in the White House.

Forces of Nature: Color

5/3/17 at 11 p.m.

54:43

The forces of nature have kept Earth on the move since it was formed billions of years ago. Though we 
can't feel the motion, we experience the consequences - from tidal bores surging through the Amazon 
rainforest to the ruinous power of hurricanes.

Earth is painted in stunning colors. By understanding how these colors are created and the energy they 
carry, we can learn the secret language of the planet.

ENVIRONMENT-NATURE-GEOGRAPHY

A Growing Passion: Urban Forests: Trees and Plants in the City

5/18/17 at 8:30 p.m.

26:46

The words "urban" and "forest" may sound like contradictory terms but our urban environments are, or 
could be, vast forests of street trees, park trees and backyard trees. Trees are very important in the urban 
environment, where they serve many valuable purposes. Andy Lipkis, world-renowned leader in urban 
forestry, is founder of Tree People in Los Angeles. We kick off this episode with Andy giving an 
overview and creating an appreciation for urban forestry. We meet him at TreePeople facilities in the 
Santa Monica Mountain where he tours us through demonstration and learning environments designed to 
serve and train a diverse audience. Closer to home, we talk with politicians involved in the beginning of 
San Diego's urban forestry efforts. We get an update on the status of San Diego's urban forest, its 



management and the conflicts inherent in the process. We meet community members whose grass roots 
efforts save and protect heritage trees, school children learning about the value of trees and how to care 
for them too. That discussion helps us understand what each of us can do to support trees in our 
neighborhoods and our communities. Along the way we learn about selecting trees for our own gardens 
and neighborhoods.

Nature: Hotel Armadillo

4/19/17 at 8 p.m.

56:16

You won't find this hotel on the beaches of Rio. Deep in the heart of the Brazilian wetlands, the 
mysterious and secretive Giant armadillo digs a new burrow every other night. Once this termite-eater 
moves on, it leaves behind one of the hottest plots of real estate in the tropical Pantanal for 80 species of 
diverse and ever-changing animal clientele. We'll get a never-before-seen look as guests walk, squawk, 
slither, and crawl from far and wide to get the best room available. From families of nursing anteaters to 
foraging coatis, the "Hotel Armadillo" showcases all the grasslands have to offer along with the scientists 
who "check in" these exotic guests.

FAMILY-MARRIAGE

Anyone and Everyone

6/22/17 at 8 p.m. on KPBSDT2

56:46

ANYONE AND EVERYONE tells the stories of families from Utah to North Carolina and Wyoming to 
New York, all connected by a common thread - a gay child. This poignant and often heartbreaking 
documentary by first-time filmmaker Susan Polis Schutz (also the parent of a gay son) depicts families 
representing a wide range of religions, nationalities and political leanings. During the film, parents of 
homosexual teens and young adults eloquently recall their initial reactions to their child's coming-out and 
their sometimes difficult journeys to acceptance. Some showed unconditional support; others struggled 
with their child's sexual orientation, either fearing alienation from their extended family, their church or 
community or failing to understand the universal nature of homosexuality.

Daniel Tiger’s Neighborhood: Tiger Family Trip

5/8/17 at 9 a.m.

58:46

In this special, the Tiger Family heads out on a road trip to Grandpere's! At first, Daniel doesn't know 
what to expect on the ride, but with a helpful map from Mom Tiger, Daniel learns that there are so many 
exciting things to do and see when you're on a trip with your family.



HEALTH-HEALTHCARE

ADD and Loving It?!

6/11/17 at 10 p.m.

1:27:11

Actor Patrick McKenna is after the truth. "Everything you think you know about ADD (Attention Deficit 
Disorder) and ADHD (Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder) is wrong." In this uplifting and 
entertaining documentary he talks to researchers, specialists and doctors about ADD and ADHD. He also 
chats with ordinary Canadians & Americans who are directly dealing with the challenges of this common 
problem. Interwoven with these insights, Patrick shares his own life story and his personal struggle with 
undiagnosed and untreated ADHD, and, now, his success in living with adult ADD. Though the suffering 
is real, Patrick is interested in the good news. When ADD is diagnosed and treated, life can become very 
sweet. A liability can become an asset. As one expert explains, "This is not a diagnosis to fear. This is a 
diagnosis to understand and embrace." The program amuses and amazes us by actually presenting the 
facts-what is known for sure. Patrick and director and co-host Rick Green lead viewers through a lively 
romp about the symptoms of adult ADD and the five keys to turning ADD from a hidden handicap that 
sabotages your life to an ally that allows you to soar. The production techniques are fantastic! Patrick 
laughs at the lies, busts the myths, and finally takes on the most controversial aspect of ADD - 
medication!

It’s “Just” Anxiety

4/25/17 at 9 p.m.

56:47

IT'S "JUST" ANXIETY is a revealing documentary that introduces a dozen people from diverse 
backgrounds who describe their personal struggles with this mental health condition. Filmed over a period 
of five years, the documentary follows several individuals with anxiety symptoms ranging from excessive 
worry and fear to more extreme manifestations such as compulsive behavior and torturous panic attacks. 
June Moss, for instance, a retired staff sergeant in the U.S. Army, thrived in the real life or death 
scenarios of war, but upon returning home has been facing the debilitating effects of post-traumatic stress 
disorder (PTSD). Similarly, Scott Stossel, editor of the monthly magazine "The Atlantic" and author of 
"My Age of Anxiety: Fear, Hope, Dread, and the Search for Peace of Mind," has been grappling with his 
generalized anxiety and various therapies for years. Throughout the documentary he shares his personal 
history as both researcher and patient. Another individual, Jamie Blyth, found that the more he avoided 
his anxiety, the worse his symptoms got. He began a career in sales and signed on for the first season of 
"The Bachelorette" in order to face his social anxiety, an experience he reveals in the film. We also meet 
Lori Daniels, who has been swallowed up in a battle with obsessive compulsive disorder (OCD) and 
confines herself to a single armchair in her living room. When she comes in contact with any person or 
object, she must run to the bathroom and aggressively wash her hands. However, by the end of the film, 
Lori is in therapy and poignantly thriving - shaking hands, petting cats, accepting hugs, and working as a 
teacher. With more than 40 million Americans suffering from anxiety, the one-hour documentary aims to 
destigmatize and humanize this debilitating yet treatable mental health issue. The inspiring real-life 
stories presented in the program demonstrate how those who suffer from this mental health issue can 
begin the path to recovery.



HOMOSEXUALITY

Facing Fear

6/27/17 at 11:30 p.m.

21:58

In this Academy Award nominated short documentary, worlds collide when a former neo-Nazi skinhead 
and the gay victim of his hate crime attack meet by chance 25 years after the incident that dramatically 
shaped both of their lives. Together, they embark on a journey of forgiveness that challenges both to 
grapple with their beliefs and fears, eventually leading to an improbable collaboration...and friendship.

Independent Lens: Limited Partnership

6/22/17 at 9 p.m. on KPBSDT2

56:46

In 1975, when American Richard married Australian native Tony in one of the first same sex marriages 
performed in the US, they found themselves on the front lines in the battle for legal immigration status for 
same sex spouses.

HOUSING-SHELTER

Against All Odds: The Fight for a Black Middle Class

4/30/17 at 4 p.m. on KPBSDT2

56:46

New York Times Journalist Bob Herbert narrates this documentary about the extraordinary difficulty 
African-Americans have faced in their efforts to establish and maintain a middle class standard of living. 
The film will surprise a lot of people. The black middle class has never been as large or as robust as most 
Americans - including most black Americans - have wanted to believe. Nearly 40 percent of all black 
children are poor. For every dollar of wealth in the hands of the average white family, the typical black 
family has only a little more than a nickel. And the devastating effects of the Great Recession and housing 
foreclosure crisis, which hit blacks much harder than whites, left the black middle class virtually on life 
support. With a compelling narrative, dramatic historical footage and a series of deeply personal 
interviews, Bob Herbert explains why this disturbing and often tragic state of affairs exists a century and a 
half after slavery and a half-century after the heyday of the civil rights movement.

Salinas Project

6/26/17 at 10 p.m. on KPBSDT2

57:01



One hour south of the wealthy Silicon Valley, and 20 minutes east of the affluent Carmel area, sits the 
city of Salinas. The city is located at the head of a fertile valley - an area brought into public 
consciousness through the stories of John Steinbeck. On the east side of Salinas, in the predominantly 
Latino neighborhood known as Alisal, poverty, deplorable housing conditions and gang violence are a 
part of daily life. THE SALINAS PROJECT profiles several children of migrant farm workers living in 
Alisal. Without resources, and sometimes undocumented, their future looks uncertain yet they cling to the 
hope of a better life. The film goes beyond the mainstream media representations to shine a light on the 
problems in East Salinas and highlight the successes of this often marginalized community. In the face of 
adversity, the young people of Salinas strive to improve their social and economic realities by educating 
themselves and changing their lives, one generation at a time.

IMMIGRATION-REFUGEES

FRONTLINE: Bannon’s War

5/23/17 at 10 p.m.

56:16

President Trump's advisor Stephen Bannon's war - with radical Islam, Washington, and White House 
rivals. The story of Bannon's fight to deliver on Trump's promises, with a confrontational style based on 
his personal crusade to dramatically transform America.

Roadtrip Nation: Beyond the Dream

6/11/17 at 4 p.m. on KPBSDT2

56:46

ROADTRIP NATION: BEYOND THE DREAM follows three 20-something immigrants - Alexis, 
Rachel and Pratishtha - who were each brought to the U.S. at a young age by their parents. They all have 
temporary relief from deportation but not legal status. An immigration policy called DACA (Deferred 
Action for Childhood Arrivals) has allowed them to live and work in the U.S. for a two-year period. But 
without long-term protections, Rachel, Alexis and Pratishtha have a much graver question to ponder: 
"Will I be able to stay in this country?" Determined to clarify their futures despite their murky status, they 
set out in the series' green RV, for an unforgettable journey where they explore the country, have an 
adventure like no other, and ask people who've been in their shoes the questions they've always 
wondered.

MEDIA

76th Annual Peabody Awards

6/2/17 at 9 p.m. on KPBSDT2

1:26:46



Join host Rashida Jones to honor the most powerful, enlightening and invigorating stories in television, 
radio and digital media. The evening spotlights all 30 winners, along with achievement awards for 
Norman Lear and ITVS.

Sgt. Pepper’s Musical Revolution

6/15/17 at 8 p.m.

59:00

"Sgt. Pepper's Musical Revolution" is a look back at the creation, and ongoing influence, of the 
revolutionary 1967 Beatles album "Sgt. Pepper's Lonely Hearts Club Band." When The Beatles stopped 
playing live in 1966, they suddenly had the time to pour all of their energy into writing and recording, 
creating an album that was a performance unto itself. Released in 1967, after what had been essentially a 
media blackout on what the band had been up to, the album was immediately a sensation and was 
recognized as a new chapter, not just in rock music but in the history of all music. Hosted by British 
television presenter Howard Goodall, "Sgt. Pepper's Musical Revolution" will use visually striking 
elements to conjure up the psychedelic world of Sgt. Pepper, provide context for the culture of the day, 
and show how the album was driving force within that culture. It will also highlight how contemporary 
projects, like Beyonce's "Lemonade", would be unthinkable today had The Beatles not completely 
upended the whole concept of what an album should be. And for the Beatles fan in all of us, the show will 
offer up material that has been squirreled away for decades, known only to a handful of people at Abbey 
Road Studios, including recordings of studio chat and isolated instrument tracks and vocals.

MILITARY-VETERANS

Great War: American Experience

4/10/17 at 9 p.m.

1:55:51

Explore America's tortured, nearly three-year journey to war. Reports of German atrocities and submarine 
attacks on American ships erode neutrality, finally leading to Wilson's proclamation that "the world must 
be made safe for democracy."

Independent Lens: National Bird

5/1/17 at 11 p.m.

1:26:46

National Bird is the first in-depth investigation of the U.S. drone war with unique access to two 
courageous women, a drone-target analyst and a retired intelligence officer, who connect with a former 
NSA analyst to become whistleblowers on the drone program, risking backlash.



MINORITIES-CIVIL RIGHTS

Freedom Summer: American Experience

6/21/17 at 9 p.m. on KPBSDT2

1:56:16

During the summer of 1964, the nation's eyes were riveted on Mississippi. Over 10 memorable weeks 
known as Freedom Summer, more than 700 student volunteers joined with organizers and local African 
Americans in an historic effort to shatter the foundations of white supremacy in the nation's most 
segregated state. Working together they canvassed for voter registration, created Freedom Schools and 
established the Mississippi Freedom Democratic Party with the goal of challenging the segregationist 
state Democratic Party at the national convention in Atlantic City. The campaign was marked by 
sustained and deadly violence, including the notorious murders of three civil rights workers, countless 
beatings, the burning of 35 churches and the bombing of 70 homes and Freedom Houses.

Maya Angelou: American Masters

5/27/17 at 9 p.m.

1:56:03

Journey through the prolific life of the I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings author and activist who 
inspired generations with lyrical modern African-American thought. Features new interviews with Oprah 
Winfrey, Common, the Clintons and others.

NATIONAL POLITICS-GOVERNMENT

FRONTLINE: Poverty, Politics and Profit

5/9/17 at 10 p.m.

56:16

Investigate the billions spent on housing the poor and why so few get the help they need. With NPR, the 
film examines the politics, profits and problems of an affordable housing system in crisis.

Beyond the Wall: A Texas Tribune Investigation

5/23/17 at 11 p.m.

26:46

Go past the rhetoric to investigate the reality of the Texas border with The Texas Tribune. Step into the 
shoes of undocumented immigrants, border patrol agents and a borderland rancher, and explore Texas' 
thirst for illegal drugs and cheap labor.



NUCLEAR ISSUES-WMD

NOVA: Building Chernobyl’s Megatomb

4/26/17 at 9 p.m.

55:10

Engineers race to build a massive dome to contain the crumbling remains of Chernobyl's reactor.

Nuclear Requiem

4/4/17 at 11 p.m.

56:46

Produced 70 years after the creation and first use of nuclear weapons, THE NUCLEAR REQUIEM is a 
film meditation that explores the conundrum of humankind's most lethal weapon, investigates the 
continuing struggle over how to resolve this complex issue, and ponders why nuclear weapons continue 
to exist. The documentary features commentary by leading experts, heads of international agencies, and 
world leaders, who provide insights on the realities of living in a nuclear world, the challenges of moving 
beyond nuclear weapons, and the hard work needed to invest in arms control and nonproliferation. THE 
NUCLEAR REQUIEM incorporates a specifically composed musical piece by French musician Alain 
Kremski, which is threaded throughout the documentary to help illustrate the unrelenting flow of 70 years 
as a nuclear world and the continuing challenges it poses for all. The documentary features commentary 
by leading experts, heads of international agencies, and world leaders, who provide insights on the 
realities of living in a nuclear world, the challenges of moving beyond nuclear weapons, and the hard 
work needed to invest in arms control and nonproliferation. Daryl Kimball, executive director of the 
Arms Control Association, observes that while the Iran nuclear deal was designed to block Iran's path to 
the bomb, there are other countries with nuclear weapons that are pursuing destabilizing and dangerous 
activities, and that we may be on the verge of a potential new global arms race. Annika Thunborg, 
director of disarmament and nonproliferation at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in Sweden, notes that 
these weapons have become such integrated parts of many countries and their defense doctrines that it is 
hard to see how to move beyond them.

POVERTY-HUNGER

Filthy Cities: Industrial New York

5/9/17 at 9 p.m.

50:41

With ground breaking CGI historian Dan Snow travels back to a seething Manhattan in the throws of the 
industrial revolution. Millions fled persecution, poverty and famine in Europe in the 19th century in 
search of the Promised Land. When they arrived what they found was even worse than what they'd left 
behind. New York was a city consumed by filth and corruption, its massive immigrant population 
crammed together in the slums of Lower Manhattan. Dan succumbs to some of the deadly disease-
carrying parasites that thrived in the filthy, overcrowded tenement buildings. He has a go at cooking with 
some cutting edge 19th century ingredients - clothes dye and floor cleaner - added to disguise reeking 



fetid meat. And marvels at some of the incredible feats of engineering that transformed not just the city 
but the world.

FRONTLINE: Poverty, Politics and Profit

5/9/17 at 10 p.m.

56:16

Investigate the billions spent on housing the poor and why so few get the help they need. With NPR, the 
film examines the politics, profits and problems of an affordable housing system in crisis.

RECREATION-LEISURE-SPORTS

Independent Lens: Forever Pure

5/15/17 at 11 p.m.

1:26:46

The story of famed Israeli soccer club Beitar Jerusalem F.C. after it acquired two Muslim players, which 
led to a racist backlash and a lot of soul-searching from their new teammates. 

RELIGION-ETHICS

Last Days of Jesus

4/4/17 at 8 p.m.

The final week of Jesus's life -- known as Holy Week -- stands at the very center of Christianity. The 
Bible paints a picture of Jesus as a local preacher who ran up against the Roman rulers in Jerusalem and 
paid for it with his life. But new evidence offers a very different image of Jesus as an astute leader with 
ties to the most powerful people in Rome.

Story of China: Ancestors/Silk Roads and China Ships

6/20/17 at 8 p.m.

1:56:46

Explore China's early history with host Michael Wood as he joins a million people at a festival devoted to 
ancient gods, hear the tale of China's bloodthirsty First Emperor and travel the Silk Road to discover the 
brilliant Tang dynasty.

SCIENCE-TECHNOLOGY



Best of Big Blue Live

6/9/17 at 10 p.m.

56:16

Join scientists, animal behaviorists and other experts in Monterey Bay, California to view its once 
endangered but now thriving ecosystem where nature's most charismatic marine creatures gather to feed 
on an abundance of food.

My Love Affair with the Brain: The Life & Science

6/28/17 at 11 p.m.

56:40

How can you not fall in love with a woman who carries around a preserved human brain inside a giant 
flowery hat box? Meet Dr. Marian Diamond, renowned academic and research scientist, and prepare to be 
smitten. Catherine Ryan and Gary Weimberg's film follows this remarkable woman over a five-year 
period and introduces the viewer to both her many scientific accomplishments and the warm, funny and 
thoroughly charming woman herself who describes her 60-year career researching the human brain as 
"pure joy." As one of the founders of modern neuroscience, it's no exaggeration to say that Dr. Diamond 
changed science and society at large in dramatic ways over the course of her career. Her groundbreaking 
work is all the more remarkable because it began during an era when so few women entered science at all. 
Shouted at from the back of the conference hall by noteworthy male academics as she presented her 
research and disparaged in the scientific journals of a more conservative era, Dr. Diamond simply did the 
work and followed where her curiosity led her, bringing about a paradigm shift (or two) in the process. As 
she points out, in order to get to the answers that matter, you have to start by asking the right questions.

SEXUALITY

I Am

5/21/17 at 3 p.m. on KPBSDT2

56:50

What would you do if you found out that your child is gay? Having lost the opportunity to come out to 
her own mother, an Indian lesbian filmmaker, now living in the US, travels across India to meet with 
parents of other gay and lesbian South Asians. I AM is a personal and revealing film that journeys to a 
country where being gay was until very recently a criminal and punishable offence. With daring 
determination and humor, parents in India share untold stories of their gay and lesbian children that have 
thus far remained in the realm of secrecy and silence. I AM is an innovative film that takes more than 
simply creative risks. The story and characters might be local, but it reflects a challenge that is facing a 
global community. It is a film about a contemporary and relevant social justice issue that questions 
assumptions and brings new international dialogue around sexuality and human rights.

Independent Lens: Real Boy



6/19/17 at 11 p.m.

56:46

Real Boy is the coming-of-age story of Bennett, a trans teenager with dreams of musical stardom. During 
the first two years of his gender transition, as Bennett works to repair a strained relationship with his 
family, he is taken under the wing of his friend and musical hero, celebrated trans folk singer Joe Stevens.

SOCIAL SERVICES

PBS NewsHour

5/15/17 at 7 p.m.

4:12

In our news wrap Monday, President Trump announced the White House is “moving rapidly” to replace 
former FBI director James Comey. At least eight candidates were interviewed over the weekend. Also, 
the United Nations is nearly doubling its appeal for humanitarian aid in South Sudan, a country facing 
brutal civil war and famine.

Washington Week

5/5/17 at 8 p.m.

25:09

Republicans revive health care reform and Congress compromises on government spending: Republicans 
in the House performed life-saving measures to revive their long-promised plan to replace Obamacare 
weeks after their original replacement bill fell short.  The recrafted measure is likely to encounter hurdles 
when it is debated by the Senate, but President Trump counted the bill as a win and a fulfillment of a key 
campaign promise.  Washington Week goes behind-the-scenes in the halls of Congress and the White 
House to understand the negotiations and impact of this consequential week.

TRANSPORTATION

History Detectives Special Investigations: Who Killed Jimmy Hoffa?

4/15/17 at 7 p.m. on KPBSDT2

55:16

In one of history's most fascinating unsolved mysteries, former Teamsters president Jimmy Hoffa went 
missing on July 30, 1975, never to be found. Hoffa, a hero for many working Americans, played a major 
role in the growth and development of the trucking union. But he fell afoul of the law, with allegations 
that the powerful pension fund was under mob control and used, among other things, to finance Vegas 
casinos. What exactly happened to Hoffa that day, and why? Recently declassified FBI files and 
interviews with people close to the story allow a detailed accounting of what likely occurred. The 



investigation is an exploration of Hoffa's final days and hours and a revelatory window on power and 
corruption in the post-war era labor movement.

NOVA: Chinese Chariot Revealed

5/17/17 at 9 p.m.

56:01

For over 1000 years, chariots thundered across China's battlefields-dominating warfare longer than 
anywhere else on earth. Now a series of amazing archaeological findings enable a team of experts to 
reconstruct and test China's first super-weapon.

URBAN DEVELOPMENT-DECAY

One Day in the American City

4/30/17 at 11 p.m. on KPBSDT2

26:46

Immerse yourself in the story of the American city, as told by thousands of filmmakers in a single day. 
Homelessness, gentrification new technology, the sharing economy, gun laws and urban farming are just 
some of the topics explored.

Rebels with a Cause

4/17/17 at 10 p.m. on KPBSDT2

56:46

Narrated by Oscar-winning actress Frances McDormand, REBELS WITH A CAUSE spotlights a small 
group of people who banded together to protect and preserve open spaces near urban areas for parks and 
farms from rampant development. In doing so, they brought about America's system of national seashores 
and recreation areas. The film begins in the 1950s and tells the tale of this disparate band of activists who, 
despite reversals, diversions, and disappointments, persisted in their mission for 20 years. Their cause 
crosses party lines, unifies seemingly antagonistic foes, falters and is nearly extinguished many times 
along the way, but is ultimately victorious. REBELS WITH A CAUSE documents a fascinating example 
of a hard-fought campaign to preserve something important to all Americans - our public lands.

WAR-NATIONAL SECURITY

FRONTLINE: The Secret History of ISIS

6/27/17 at 10 p.m.

56:16



Get the inside story of the creation of ISIS and learn how the U.S. missed the many warning signs. The 
film uncovers the terror group's earliest plans, the Islamic radicals who became its leaders and the 
American failures to stop ISIS' brutal rise.

Great War: American Experience

4/12/17 at 9 p.m.

1:55:51 

Discover how the violent and bloody conflict transformed the nation forever as America steps onto the 
world stage for the first time. But while many heralded the peace, others worried about democracy at 
home.

WOMEN

Canefield Songs: Holehole Bushi

5/27/17 at 11:30 p.m.

26:26

In this new film, Professor of Anthropology Christine Yano explains, "If we want to know something of 
what some of these women’s lives were like...we could do no better than to listen to their own words, as 
expressed through song." The women that Professor Yano is referring to are Japanese immigrants who 
worked in Hawaii's sugarcane fields in the late 19th and early 20th centuries. Through their canefield 
songs, or holehole bushi, these women sang about their joys and sorrows of trying to start life in a new 
world. Hosted and narrated by ukulele virtuoso Jake Shimabukuro, the film tells the story of music 
teacher Harry Urata, and his efforts to record, preserve and perpetuate these musical oral histories.

Painted Nails

6/19/17 at 10 p.m. on KPBSDT2

56:03

America loves its unexpected heroines - the women who become the lightening rod that calls attention to 
wrong doings - the Norma Raes and Erin Brockoviches of our times - the women who unintentionally 
have found themselves at the center of movements to protect the health and welfare of all Americans. And 
now Van Hoang joins their ranks. A Vietnamese immigrant and nail salon owner in the blue-collar, 
Mission District of San Francisco, Van sees her American dream begin to crumble with the discovery that 
her health problems, which include two heartbreaking miscarriages, are the result of the toxic chemicals 
in products used in her salon. PAINTED NAILS follows Van as she unintentionally becomes involved in 
the national fight for safe cosmetics, an industry that has had no oversight or legislation for safety since 
1938. In a well-told and beautifully crafted film, viewers will cheer the shy Van on as she becomes a key 
catalyst in the fight to bring reform to an $8.54 billion industry that touches the lives of nearly every 
woman in America.



YOUTH

FRONTLINE: Second Chance Kids

5/2/17 at 10 p.m.

56:16

A fight over the fate of juveniles in prison for murder following a landmark Supreme Court ruling. The 
film examines the impact of the order to re-evaluate thousands of juvenile murder cases and follows two 
of the first convicts to be released.

Independent Lens: They Call Us Monsters

5/22/17 at 11 p.m. 

1:26:46

This film takes viewers behind the walls of the Compound, the facility where Los Angeles houses its 
most violent juvenile criminals. To their advocates, they're kids. To the system, they're adults. To their 
victims, they're monsters. Also included is the short film "FACING LIFE" which follows the sad and 
startling story of Cyntoia Brown, who is serving a life sentence for a murder she committed at the age of 
16."


