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Series Summary: 
Educational institutions would love to be able to go as far and wide—and as fun—with 
information as On The Spot does. Schools fall into single subject tracks in middle and high 
school.  Linking information to multiple experiences is more effective for learning—so imagine 
how effective a program can be when it links information across King Tut, Stonehenge, aliens, 
camping, biking, and food. Which is what On The Spot does. Well-researched facts on high-
interest topics delivered with bright, fast, visuals will feed the interests of a broad audience group, 
but the approach does particularly well for the 13-16 year-old target audience.  Archeology, 
science, and astronomy become fascinating by the clever culling of information.  The programs 
are built with an approach that, on the surface appears to be directed for adult. But Pete 
Sepenuk’s narrative tone and style--light and fascinated—matches and holds the attention of the 
target audience.  And, once it holds attention, what On The Spot does very well is deliver 
excellent informational content.  And for the target audience, it is essential that the information is 
not dumbed down.  It is not in On The Spot. 
 
The program is peppered with breakout segments designed to be interactive, calling for the 
viewer to respond. These include the “Speed Round” (with ticking clock graphic), “Clinical or 
Cynical”, and “Solved or Unsolved.” The segments keep this from being passive viewing—
another nice point when targeting viewers with information and education.  
 
Episode: Ridiculous Theories 
 
The title sequences for On The Spot series boldly promises material from the environment, 
money, government, culture, geography, technology, transportation, sports, food, art, history, 
music, science, math, health, and languages. Given the editing pace demonstrated in this episode, 
the series will deliver on that promise. This single half hour show touches on King Tut’s death, 
Aristotle’s blunders, magnets and blood, potato chips, making a camping light from water, 
dinosaurs (both feathered and unfeathered), aliens, planets, the aurora borealis, hippopotamuses, 
sea sickness and ginger, and grooming tips for greasy hair. And more.  The program pulls 
information from so many different topics while keeping it fascinating.  There is a consistent flow 
that keeps it coherent, easy to follow, and hard to turn away from.  That is remarkable with such a 
quick and constant range of topics and times.  A real advantage to producing television in 2014 is 
the wonderful video quality that programs like this capitalize on.  The video of the aurora is flat 
out stunning.  And King Tut’s mask and the boulders of Stonehenge take on renewed life with 
such great definition. The mask is beautiful and the stones are old!  If you are going to deliver 
information and education to 13-16 year-olds, it pays to grab them by the eyes.  That is true for 
audiences in general in this era of big digital televisions in homes.    



 
 
Educational Value of On The Spot. 
 
As has been noted before, the secret to making a great educational program is to take targeted 
educational content and make it interesting to adults.  If a program engages its makers, it will 
stand a greater chance of engaging its education-age target audience.  On The Spot continues to 
do this season after season.  It taps content appropriate for the 13-16 year-old audience for whom 
it is providing educational and informational content.  But it proves that a great show for 13-16 
year-olds can be a great for the television-consuming adult.  
 
On The Spot does a nice job providing a balanced view of men and women in the workplace.  
The scientists, doctors, and other professionals are portrayed without gender stereotyping.  Also, 
the young adults portrayed, although sometimes mischievous, model behavior that serves 
building esteem in the target audience.  This is a worthwhile program to show or watch with 
adolescents. 
 
Education Information: 
Target audience for tone, program content, and learning concepts:   
Middle and high school (ages 13-16) 
 
General Category of Learning:  
The program covered the content areas already discussed.  Content presented is accurate and 
engaging—and often humorous. 
 
Applicable Common Core Standards (National Content Standards) 
The creation of the Common Core State Standards (CCSS) was a move to adopt a common 
standard of educational content across the United States.  While not universal, they serve as a 
solid reference point even for non-adopting states.   A wide majority of states, the District of 
Columbia, and the schools of the Department of Defense have accepted the CCSS.  
While there are only Common Core State Standards Initiatives for English Language Arts & 
Literacy and Mathematics, there are specialized applications for a variety of subject matters 
(including History/Social Studies, Science, and technical Subjects) online at 
http://www.corestandards.org/, published in June 2010 by the National Governors Association 
and the Council of Chief State School Officers.  Common Core ELA standards for History/Social 
Science are clearly applicable to On The Spot. 
 
English Language Arts Standards>>Science & Technical Subjects - Integrated by On The Spot 
 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RST.9-10.3 Follow precisely a complex multistep procedure when carrying 
out experiments, taking measurements, or performing technical tasks, attending to special cases 
or exceptions defined in the text 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RST.9-10.7 Translate quantitative or technical information expressed in 
words in a text into visual form (e.g., a table or chart) and translate information expressed 
visually or mathematically (e.g., in an equation) into words. 

 

The Mathematics Standards - Integrated by On The Spot 



 
Mathematical Practices 
--Make sense of problems and persevere in solving them. 
--Reason abstractly and quantitatively. 
-- Model with mathematics. 
-- Use appropriate tools strategically. 
--Students establish a base of knowledge across a wide range of subject matter by engaging with 
works of quality and substance. 
 
3.A - Mathematically proficient students understand and use stated assumptions, definitions, and 
previously established results in constructing arguments. They make conjectures and build a 
logical progression of statements to explore the truth of their constructions. 
1.A - Mathematically proficient students start by explaining to themselves the meaning of a 
problem and looking for entry points to its solution. They analyze givens, constraints, 
relationships, and goals. They make conjectures about the form and meaning 
 
Reading Standards for Literacy in Science and Technical Subjects 6–12 (condensed) addressed 
by On The Spot.  
Comprehension and Collaboration - Modeled by On The Spot: 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.9-10.2 Integrate multiple sources of information presented in diverse 
media or formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, orally) evaluating the credibility and accuracy of 
each source. 

Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas – Integrated by On The Spot 
SL.CCR.4 - Present information, findings, and supporting evidence such that listeners can follow 
the line of reasoning and the organization, development, and style are appropriate to task, 
purpose, and audience.  
SL.CCR.5 - Make strategic use of digital media and visual displays of data to express information 
and enhance understanding of presentations.    
SL.CCR.6 - Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and communicative tasks, demonstrating 
command of formal English when indicated or appropriate.  
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.11-12.9 Integrate information from diverse sources, both primary and 
secondary, into a coherent understanding of an idea or event, noting discrepancies among sources. 
 
 
English Language Arts Standards>>History/Social Studies - Integrated by On The Spot 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.6-8.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a 
text, including vocabulary specific to domains related to history/social studies. 
English Language Arts Standards>>History/Social Studies – Modeled by On The Spot 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.6-8.7 Integrate visual information (e.g., in charts, graphs, photographs, 
videos, or maps) with other information in print and digital texts. 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.9-10.1 Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and 
secondary sources, attending to such features as the date and origin of the information. 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.9-10.8 Assess the extent to which the reasoning and evidence in a text 
support the author’s claims 
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