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Section I:  Issues

The following issues were determined to be of interest to the community this quarter:  

A. Government: Local, state, and national issues
B. Economy:  Issues impacting the local and Michigan economy
C. Politics: Local, state, and national topics of interest to listeners
D. Family Outreach:  Issues and activities affecting Michigan families
E. Education:  Topics of interest to students and their families
F. Health:  Issues impacting the health of and healthcare for Lapeer families
G. Community Outreach:  Organizations and events available to the public
H. Environment: issues impacting Michigan’s natural resources

Section II:  Responsive Programs – All interviews conducted by Program Director Greg Bullen unless otherwise noted. 

Community Forum:  January 26, 2018 @ 7:30 a.m.  Duration:  ~16:00.  Michigan State Representative Gary Howell (R, 
North Branch), who represents District 82 in Lansing, was our guest in the studio today.  He discussed the State of the 
State address delivered on January 23, 2018, by Michigan Governor Rick Snyder.  (A. Government) Rep. Howell 
highlighted Gov. Snyder’s commitment to increasing funding for vocational training for students in the state and the 
increase coming for local schools in the annual budget.  (E. Education) Rep. Howell also talked about the recent override 
of Gov. Snyder’s veto regarding the lowering of the sales tax on the purchase of a new vehicle with a trade in.  (B. 
Economy)  Rep. Howell discussed tax relief in the form of an increase in the personal exemption and the senior tax credit.  
He continues to try to repeal the taxation of pensions for Michigan citizens.  (A. Government)  As a graduate of Michigan 
State University, Rep. Howell commented on the current scandal involving a doctor to student athletes.  The House of 
Representatives has passed a non-binding resolution demanding the resignation of the MSU president (she did indeed 
resign that evening).  Rep. Howell insists that the entire MSU Board of Trustees should resign in light of the crimes 
committed on campus on their watch. (E. Education) He noted that he and his colleagues are working on a series of bills 
designed to develop a statewide strategy regarding the management of state lands, including property in Lapeer County.  
Rep. Howell chairs the House Natural Resources Committee.   (H. Environment)  He pointed out that he is friends with 
many Democrat colleagues and works together with them whenever possible.  (C. Politics)  

Community Forum:  February 9, 2018 @ 7:30 a.m.  Duration:  ~ 15:00.  Lapeer County Sheriff Scott McKenna joined 
us via telephone today.   He discussed his family and professional background, working in law enforcement in the Mt. 
Morris – Flint area.  Sheriff McKenna said that his passion is helping children and that he has been coaching them in 
Lapeer County for 20 years, helping about 1,000 kids over the years.  He retired from the Mt. Morris Township police 
department in 2014.  His wife encouraged him to run for sheriff in Lapeer County because it is a great platform for 
helping young people.   (C. Politics)  Sheriff McKenna said that the transition from a township to a county was not 
difficult, but he needed to update the way law enforcement is performed, although changes have been done slowly.  His 
priorities are coping with drugs and with cybercrime.  The Lapeer County Sherriff’s Department has been updating 
technology.  Sheriff McKenna works with Families Against Narcotics of Lapeer County, noting that the county is NOT 
overrun with drugs, but that opioid abuse and heroin use are here.  The key is education and dialogue and learning the 
signs of drug abuse.  (F. Health; D. Family Outreach)  His management style is “hands on,” having started as a patrol 
officer.  He works with deputies, the public, the jail, and the courts.  Regarding his deputies, he pointed out that the vast 
majority live in Lapeer County and that he relates well to them.  His door is always open.  (A. Government)

Community Forum:  February 16, 2018 @ 7:30 a.m.  Duration:  ~17:18.  Returning to the studio today was Michigan 
State Representative Gary Howell (R, North Branch) of District 82.  He first talked about tax issues, noting that there is no 
danger of citizens losing the Michigan exemption.  Also, the personal exemption has increased from $4,000 to $4,900.  



Rep. Howell said that he cannot get support for a repeal of the pension tax.  (A. Government)  He has good news about 
school funding:  Governor Rick Snyder is proposing a budget increase of $240 per student statewide, closing the gap 
between money given to wealthier communities and rural districts like Lapeer.  (E. Education)  Regarding driver 
responsibility fees assigned to people given a traffic ticket, Rep. Howell noted that, since low-income workers cannot 
afford to pay the fees, they lose their licenses and often their jobs.  As of 12/31/18 this fee will disappear and debts will be 
expunged.  On paper it will reduce revenue by $200 million, but realistically these monies would never be collected.  (A. 
Government, B. Economy)  On the sportsmen front, Rep. Howell let people know that this weekend is a Free Fishing 
weekend, with no license required for ice fishing statewide.  (H. Environment)  With respect to infrastructure, he said that 
the government of Michigan has set aside $1.2 billion per annum for roads, and Governor Snyder has proposed $175 
million in additional funding.  Rep. Howell knows that our roads are bad, but also, repairs are expensive.  (A. 
Government) Further, he is proposing that English become the official language of state government.  While he 
appreciates immigrants, people need to integrate into our country.  (A. Government)  As chair of the House Committee on 
Natural Resources, he continues to develop a land strategy plan.  Further, he is working to reform the difficult 
bureaucracy at the Department of Environmental Quality, wanting House oversight for new regulations.  (H. 
Environment, A. Government)  

Community Forum:  February 21, 2018 @ 7:30 a.m.  Duration:  ~11:13.  Mary Brown, Manager of the Lapeer 
Conservation District, joined us via phone today.  She noted that she is a native of Illinois and has been the manager of the 
LCD for 20 years.  The LCD is one of 78 in Michigan, where every county is covered.  There are ~3,000 such districts 
nationwide.  It is a grassroots group dedicated to preserving natural resources and has served Lapeer County for 75 years.  
The Lapeer Conservation District Committee is elected at a public meeting and partners with federal, state, and local 
authorities.  Its current focus is upon water quality and the erosion of soil; the goal is to keep the soil on the land.  Mary 
noted that all water is connected.  She invited listeners to a public event on 02/22/18 at 6:30 at the Historic Courthouse in 
downtown Lapeer hosted by the Lapeer Historical Society.  The speaker will be Steve Law, who will discuss the history 
of conservation districts and community relationships with a focus on soil conservation.   Admission is free and the target 
audience is the general public, not just farmers.  For more information, listeners can go to www.lapeercd.org and also 
connect on Facebook.  (H. Environment, G. Community Outreach)  

Community Forum:  March 6, 2108 @ 7:30 a.m.  Duration:  ~15:00.  Pastor Todd Petty of Hillside Discipleship Church 
in Lapeer was our guest in studio today.  He shared his personal background and family situation.  Pastor Petty invited our 
listeners to a community service for prayer and repentance regarding evangelism on 02/11/18 at 6:30 p.m.  He noted that 
90% of Lapeer County residents do no attend church on a weekly basis.  He said that Christians need to humble 
themselves and repent for not evangelizing Lapeer.  Pastor Petty said that part of the difficulty in evangelizing has been 
the “Attractional Model” for churches, in which parishioners are told to bring their neighbors to church to hear a sermon.  
He said that church people need to be sent out and mobilized after training.  When asked about the response to the 
upcoming meeting, Pastor Petty said that some people have been very positive, while others say that they are too busy.  
He said that people need to repent of doctrinal divisions keeping people from this meeting and that they should unify to 
repent.  Pastor Petty concluded by sharing verses from the New Testament book of I Corinthians chapter 3, which 
condemns divisions within the local church.  (G. Community Outreach)  

Community Forum:  March 16, 2018 @ 7:30 a.m.  Duration:  ~15:15.  Michigan State Representative Gary Howell (R, 
North Branch) of District 82 (Lapeer County) visited the studio for an interview.  He began by noting that 03/15/18 
marked two years as a state representative.  He is honored to serve and has never missed a vote nor a committee meeting.  
Next, Rep. Howell expressed his dismay at the events at Wayne State University, where a Christian group was effectively 
banned after 75 years on campus.  The WSU decision was reversed after they were sued.  The issue is freedom of speech 
and how to define hate speech.  Noting the recent unrest at Michigan State University, Rep. Howell indicated that banning 
speech is a quasi-fascist approach.  (E. Education) Revisiting the issue of Michigan roads, he said, “Our roads are 
atrocious.”  Even the roads in Lansing are terrible.  The issue is cost, and the $175 million in additional funding from the 
State of Michigan is now available, with no tax increase. (A. Government) The next issue is Medicaid. The expansion of 
Medicaid benefits by the Obama administration is straining the state budget.   Rep. Howell has co-sponsored a bill with 
Rep. Gary Glenn to install a work requirement for poor able-bodied people with no small children at home.  Recipients 
either need to get a job or enroll in vocational training as jobs are plentiful in the current economy.  Rep. Howell noted 
that this is largely a partisan issue, as Democrats opposed altering Medicaid eligibility requirements.  (A. Government, B. 
Economy).  Finally, Rep. Howell discussed upcoming fall elections.  He thinks that the Republicans in the House will 
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retain control with a smaller majority.  Rep. Howell observes that Republicans that demonstrate the ability to work with 
Democrats seem to have an easier time getting re-elected.  (C. Politics)  


