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Section I:  Issues

The following issues were determined to be of interest to the community this quarter:  

A. Government: Local, state, and national issues
B. Economy:  Issues impacting the local and Michigan economy
C. Politics: Local, state, and national topics of interest to listeners
D. Family Outreach:  Issues and activities affecting Michigan families
E. Education:  Topics of interest to students and their families
F. Health:  Issues impacting the health of and healthcare for Lapeer families
G. Community Outreach:  Organizations and events available to the public
H. Environment: issues impacting Michigan’s natural resources

Section II:  Responsive Programs – All interviews conducted by Program Director Greg Bullen.  

Community Forum:  July 30, 2018 @ 7:30 a.m.  Duration:  ~11:46.  Michigan State Representative Gary 
Howell of District 82 was our guest in the studio today.  By way of introduction, he discussed his support 
for Seven Ponds Nature Center in Dryden in light of his role as Chairman of the Natural Resources 
Committee in the House of Representatives.  (A. Government, H. Environment, G. Community 
Outreach)  Rep. Howell said that the summer recess allows him to spend time with constituents and to 
make contact with voters, especially at the Eastern Michigan State Fair where his grandchildren show 
cattle.  As a farmer he appreciates the work of 4H and the FFA groups in teaching good values to young 
people.  (D. Family Outreach, E. Education, G. Community Outreach) We noted that the reason that 
WMPC is hosting him as a guest is because he is running unopposed in the upcoming primary. (C. 
Politics) Rep. Howell’s primary concern as a lawmaker is the fact that Michigan has the highest auto 
insurance rates in the nation and this is hurting Michigan workers, many of whom cannot afford 
insurance.  He said that the government needs to weed out fraud and also cap hospital rates for medical 
riders on auto insurance policies.  Rates are sky high because the public at large has to cover the cost of 
unlimited payments for medical claims through auto insurance policies.  (A. Government, B. Economy).  
The next issue that Rep. Howell discussed was the need for continued road repair, noting that 
candidates who promise a quick fix for Michigan roads are lying.  An additional $1.2 billion has been 
earmarked for road repair but these repairs take time and fixing Michigan roads will require years of 
reconstruction.  (A. Government, C. Politics) He briefly reiterated his commitment to the reform of auto 
insurance rates.  Finally, Rep. Howell said that he is looking forward to a spirited debate with his 
opponent from the Democratic Party between now and the November general election. (C. Politics)  

Community Forum:  August 6, 2018 @ 7:30 a.m.  Duration:  ~17:24.  Pegg Patten, President of the 
Lapeer County chapter of Families Against Narcotics (F.A.N.), along with Patrick Patterson, was our guest 
in the studio today.  First, Pegg invited us to attend a public event regarding the legalization of 
recreational marijuana being held at Lapeer High School Thursday August 9, with Craig Summers as the 
keynote speaker. (D. Family Outreach, E. Education, F. Health) She also invited the public to F.A.N.’s 
“Run Drugs Out of Town” 5K on Sunday, August 19, @ 7:00 a.m.  The run/walk will be held at Rowden 
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Park.  For more information, listeners could call (810) 728-2033.  (D. Family Outreach, F. Health, G. 
Community Outreach) Then, Patrick told his story of years of addiction to prescription opiates and 
heroin.  He noted that opiate addicts are often also addicted to cocaine and alcohol.  Patrick personally 
consumed a wide range of drugs, including Adderall, Xanax, and Valium.   He noted that getting a 
prescription for opiates is easy and, among his friends, they had a “buffet” of drugs.   Drug addiction 
often leads to depression and crime.  Patrick attempted suicide several times, and when he failed, he 
went to a Flint, MI, hospital and admitted himself to the psych ward.  Getting clean was a two-year 
process for Patrick.  He eventually found a community in Port Huron, MI, and was no longer isolating 
himself.   He utilizes a spiritually based 12-Step program.  (F. Health, E. Education) Pegg noted that 
addicts need support.  Patrick now works for Blue Water Recovery and Outreach Services.  The issue:  
what do addicts do after they leave a treatment facility?  BROC gets people in recovery engaged in a 
community with meetings, events, peer support, transportation services, and employment services.  
They provide daycare services, activities like volunteer projects, softball, cookouts, etc., and in general, 
positive socialization.  Pegg concluded that F.A.N. and BROC are giving people hope.  (D. Family 
Outreach, E. Education, F. Health, G. Community Outreach)

Community Forum:  August 16, 2018 @ 7:30 a.m.  Duration:  ~18:44.  Randy Williams, Executive 
Director of The Center for Discipleship of Lapeer County, brought a guest, Brian Slater, to the studio 
today.  Randy briefly outlined his role at The Center for Discipleship (The “C”).  Then Brian introduced 
himself.  He had flown in from Tel Aviv less than 24 hours prior to this interview.  Brian is a Messianic 
Jew, meaning he is a believer in Yeshua (the Hebrew name for Jesus).  He is the CEO and Director of 
Abundant Bread for Salvation in Israel.  Brian was born in Los Angeles and emigrated to Israel 21 years 
ago.  He gave his testimony of salvation, saying that at age 17 he was rebellious and using drugs and 
alcohol.  His parents and grandparents cared about him and sent him to a Gentile Christian counselor.  
Then, as Brian put it, “Yeshua came in the form of the police department.”  He was arrested for 
possession of drugs.  Brian recovered from addiction through a 12-step program.  (F. Health) When 
asked about the safety of life in Israel, he said that Israel is “200%” safe, twice as safe as America.  Israel 
has the best security and the greatest army in the world.  Furthermore, Israelis have produced the best 
security tech and provided it to the free world.  In terms of sharing the Christian Gospel in Israel, Brian 
said that Jews are very open today.  In the past, they have been persecuted in Jesus’ name, from the 
Crusades to the Holocaust.  But, as Brian points out, Jesus was Jewish, His disciples were Jewish, and the 
Bible is “one big Jewish book.”  Next, Brian outlined the outreach of Abundant Bread of Salvation.  They 
provide meals, clothing, prayer, and visitation for Jews in Israel.  ABS has a weekly soup kitchen with a 
sit-down meal and distributes 400 food bags per month at a cost of $10,000.  Brian and Randy will be 
hosting a meeting and meal at The Center for Discipleship Saturday, August 18, @ 10:30 a.m.  Brian’s 
message to American Christians is to pray for Messianic Jews in Israel and be open to traveling to Israel 
as a volunteer.  He also wants more people involved in “Adopt a Survivor.”  This is a program whereby 
Christians sponsor a Holocaust survivor with funds provided monthly, for encouragement, support, and 
witnessing opportunities.  If a sponsor visits Israel, they can meet their sponsored survivor.  More 
information is available at www.abundantbread.com.   (E. Education, G. Community Outreach) 

http://www.abundantbread.com
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Community Forum:  September 9, 2018 @ 7:30 a.m.  Duration:  ~14:13.  Randy Williams, Executive 
Director for The Center for Discipleship (“The C”), was our guest in the studio once again today.  Randy 
outlined the multi-faceted nature of The C.  He pointed to the final verses of the book of Malachi in the 
Bible, chapter 3, which discusses the restoration of the family.  At The C, men’s Bible study takes place at 
8:00 a.m. each Saturday.  At 10:30 a.m. there is a family Bible study followed by a meal.  On a weekly 
basis, the seminar “That the World May Know” is held at 7:00 p.m. Mondays.  Each Tuesday Randy and 
his wife Nancy represent The C at Celebrate Recovery at Heritage Church in Imlay City, Michigan.  A 
major emphasis of the outreach of The C is prayer.  They host a monthly watchnight service from 
midnight to 4:00 a.m.  Each first Friday of the month they participate with Intercessors for America.  
Each week, in every school in Lapeer County, intercessors walk the halls, praying for students, faculty, 
and staff.  Furthermore, Randy is part of the Intercessors Prayer Group with Pastor Chuck Herpolsheimer 
of Light of Christ Community Church in Imlay City, Michigan.  This group prays for various community 
organizations like WMPC and also groups such as public safety agencies.  Recently Randy began hosting 
daily 6:00 a.m. prayer at The C.  They also provide one-to-one discipleship.  (D. Family Outreach, E. 
Education, G. Community Outreach)  Randy and The Center for Discipleship are hosting The Ezra 
Project, an around-the-clock reading of the Bible from Genesis to Revelation taking place on the front 
porch of the Old Courthouse in downtown Lapeer.  This event coincides with Rosh Hashanah.  Listeners 
can learn more about The Center for Discipleship at www.thec.website.  (G. Community Outreach)  

http://www.thec.website

