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Quarterly Issues & Programs Report/Public File 

July 1-September 31, 2013 

During the period of July 1 to September 31, 2013, KNAU-FM has served the public interest by 
broadcasting materials which treated significant issues and needs of concern to the community. The 
following is a sampling of some of the problem areas ascertained through personal interviews, format 
group meetings, and other similar on-going contacts with a wide range of northern Arizona community 
leaders, and some of the programming aired in response to those stated areas of concern. 

 

Environment 

Story: Study Defends Young Age Of Grand Canyon 

Air Date: 07/28/13 

Programs: Morning Edition, All Things Considered 

Length: :48 

New research supports the long-held hypothesis that the Grand Canyon is as young as six million years. 
That’s what geologists originally believed before a different study claimed it was tens of millions of years 
older. 

Arts and Culture 

Story: Scott Thybony’s Grand Canyon Commentary: Curse of the Navajo Blanker 

Air Date: 09/05/13 

Programs: Morning Edition, All Things Considered 

Length: 3:33 

Sorting out fact from fiction can be difficult sometimes, depending on the nature of the story. For 
commentator Scott Thybony, that was certainly the case with an old manuscript from the late 1800's. In 
his latest Grand Canyon Commentary, Thybony tells us about a story involving a trader on the Colorado 
River, a doomed romance and a cursed blanket...he's still not sure what to make of it. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Climate Change/Wildfire 

Story: Schultz Fire Habitat Islands 

Air Date: 07/18/13 

Programs: Morning Edition, All Things Considered 

Length: 2:00 

It's been 3 years since the Schultz Fire seared more than 15,000 acres on the San Francisco Peaks north 
of Flagstaff. About 2/3 of that area, mostly ponderosa pine and mixed conifer forest, was moderately to 
severely burned. But native plant species have been helping to restore the area. 

 

Music 

Story: Flagstaff Symphony Orchestra Opens Season With Pluto Premiere 

Air Date: 09/27/13 

Programs: Morning Edition, All Things Considered 

Length: 4:29 

The Flagstaff Symphony Orchestra opens its 64th season this evening with “Lost in Space,” a program 
dedicated to the Solar System and other-worldly ideas. In addition to Gustav Holst’s “The Planets,” and 
Nielsen’s “Helios Overture,” the program features a piece many Northern Arizonans may feel an affinity 
for – Pluto. The planet discovered in 1930 by Lowell Observatory astronomers and later designated a 
star, is the focus of award-winning composer, Margaret Brouwer. “Pluto” will be premiered tonight by 
the Flagstaff Symphony. A previous incarnation was performed by the Roanoke Symphony in 1997. 

Culture/Education 

 

Story: Historic La Posada Will Gift Estate To Northern Arizona University 

Air Date: 09/19/13 

Programs: Morning Edition, All Things Considered 

Length: 3:29 

La Posada Hotel in Winslow is one of architect Mary Colter's masterpieces.  

Built in 1929 along the railroad tracks, it was a refuge for weary rail riders. But when both the railroad and 
the local economy took a hit in the 1950's, La Posada had to close its doors. Forty years later, Winslow 
residents Allan Affeldt and Tina Mion bought the forgotten, dilapidated structure and turned it into a 
unique, multi-million dollar hotel and art gallery. And now, the couple has decided to present La Posada 
as an estate gift to Northern Arizona University. 

 



 

 

 


