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WRCH PROGRAMS THAT 
ADDRESS COMMUNITY ISSUES 

 
 
 
 
1. Rich Answers: (Sundays, 5:30 a.m.-6:30 a.m.) 
Locally produced program focusing largely on social and health-
related issues in the greater Hartford area; hosted primarily by 
Reverend Shelley Best 
  
 
2. Dialogue: (Sundays, 6:30 a.m. - 7:00 a.m.) 
Produced by the Connecticut Radio Network, this program focuses on 
governmental and political issues affecting the state of Connecticut; 
hosted By Steve Kotchko 
 
 
3. Spotlite: (Sundays, 7:00 a.m. - 7:30 a.m.) 
Hosted by Mary Scanlon, this program features topical issues of 
concern to the community and the state 
 
 
 
                           
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 



QUARTERLY ISSUES/PROGRAMS REPORT  
 

First Quarter 2018 
(January 1st through March 31st) 

 
MOST SIGNIFICANT ISSUE-RESPONSIVE 

PROGRAMMING 
 
 
 

ISSUE:    HEALTH/SAFETY 
 
 
Dialogue 
January 14, 2018 
6:30 a.m. 
30 Minutes of each 30 Minute Program 

 
Amy Parmenter, a spokesperson for AAA in Connecticut discussed the 
challenges of winter driving and how AAA copes with a flood of service calls 
when cars get stuck in the snow or when motorists call for help after 
experiencing a dead battery.  She also offers the latest update on gasoline prices 
and pricing trends for the months ahead.  Parmenter describes steps motorists 
can take to be sure their vehicles are ready for the rigors of winter driving. (Also 
listed under “Economic") 

 
Spotlite 
January 28, 2018 
7:00 a.m. 
30 Minutes of each 30 Minute Program 

 
Dale Picard from ECAD (Educated Canines Assisting with Disabilities) discussed 
ECAD’s mission of providing highly skilled Service Dogs to increase mobility and 
independence for people living with disabilities manifests itself in a variety of 
programs and services. Each dog designed and taught to meet the needs of a 
specific population: Veterans, persons living with disabilities, children as young 
as two with Autism and facilities. (Also listed under “Elderly & Childcare”) 

 
Spotlite 
February 11, 2018 
7:00 a.m. 
30 Minutes of each 30 Minute Program 
 

Chrysalis Domestic Violence Services discussed promoting healthy 
relationships, safe families, violence free communities and the services they 
offer. (Also listed under “Childcare & Social”) 



 
Spotlite 
February 18, 2018 
7:00 a.m. 
30 Minutes of each 30 Minute Program 
 

Dr. Kathleen Kennedy from St. Francis Hospital discussed Women’s Heart Health 
– February 2018. Heart disease and stroke cause 1 in 3 deaths among women 
each year, killing approximately one woman every 80 seconds. The Women's 
Heart Program at Saint Francis provides Cardiac risk assessment and 
cardiovascular disease risk reduction education free of charge to any woman 
over the age of 18 years. 
 

Spotlite 
March 4, 2018 
7:00 a.m. 
30 Minutes of each 30 Minute Program 

Jill Spineti, President and CEO of the Governor's Prevention Partnership, and 
Peter Helms, a person in recovery, discussed how to combat Connecticut’s 
growing heroin crisis. The Governor’s Prevention Partnership wants to get to the 
root of the problem. The organization has launched the “Mind Your Meds” 
initiative to reduce opioid use and help others avoid addiction. 
 

Spotlite 
March 11, 2018 
7:00 a.m. 
30 Minutes of each 30 Minute Program 
 

Orthopedic Surgeon Dr. Jay Kimmel of Greater Hartford Orthopedic Group to 
discussed winter sports-related injuries from skiing, snowboarding, ice skating 
and sledding and how to keep you and your kids healthy and safe in the great 
outdoors (Also listed under “Childcare”) 
 

Dialogue 
March 25, 2018 
6:30 a.m. 
30 Minutes of each 30 Minute Program 

 
State Rep. Josh Elliott (D-Hamden) a leading supporter of legalization of 
marijuana in Connecticut discussed how legalization makes sense because 
nearby states are in the process of doing the same, and the state could use 
another revenue source that would be created by taxing the pot industry.  Elliott 
also answers critics who claim marijuana is a “gateway drug” that will draw in 
more people to the drug culture including more harmful substances such as 
heroin and opioids.  Elliott also offers his views on whether 2018, an election 
year, is the year a pot legalization vote will occur. (Also listed under “Political”) 



 
 
ISSUE:         SOCIAL 
 
 

Rich Answers  
        January 7, 2018 
   5:30 a.m. 

60 Minutes of each 60 Minute program 
 

 Phillip Galbert, the founder and CEO of the Positive Vibes Project discussed his 
family situation while growing up, history of mental illness, the influence of dance 
in his life, classes at the 224 as well as many other things. Part 1 of 2 
 

Rich Answers  
        January 14, 2018 
   5:30 a.m. 

60 Minutes of each 60 Minute program 
 
 Phillip Galbert, the founder and CEO of the Positive Vibes Project discussed his 
family situation while growing up, history of mental illness, the influence of dance 
in his life, classes at the 224 as well as many other things. Part 2 of 2 
 

Rich Answers  
        January 21, 2018 
   5:30 a.m. 

60 Minutes of each 60 Minute program 
 
Brandon Frame, Chief Visionary Officer of the Black Man Can program and 
Director of Business Partnerships and Development at High School, Inc 
discussed Black History month, the Black Man Can program, being a positive 
Black role model, the effects of social media on perception, the evolution of Black 
Man Can, and many other things. Part 1 of 2 
 

Rich Answers  
        January 28, 2018 
   5:30 a.m. 

60 Minutes of each 60 Minute program 
 
Brandon Frame, Chief Visionary Officer of the Black Man Can program and 
Director of Business Partnerships and Development at High School, Inc 
discussed Black History month, the Black Man Can program, being a positive 
Black role model, the effects of social media on perception, the evolution of Black 
Man Can, and many other things. Part 2 of 2 
 

Rich Answers  



        February 4, 2018 
   5:30 a.m. 

60 Minutes of each 60 Minute program 
 
Guilaine Menefee Strategic leader + thought partner to organizations; and 
dynamic consultant who drives strategy, organizational management and 
program management efforts in 2 distinct sectors: financial services and 
education discussed how she got into her line of work, the tools needed in order 
to start a business, evolving the world of fitness, and many other things. 
 

Spotlite 
   February 4, 2018 

7:00 a.m. 
30 Minutes of each 30 Minute Program 

 
Howard Schwartz from The Better Business Bureau of Connecticut discussed 
Chip credit cards and fraud, Jury duty phones scams, The Top 10 most 
complained-about types of businesses and much more. (Also listed under 
“Elderly) 
 

Rich Answers  
        February 11, 2018 
   5:30 a.m. 

60 Minutes of each 60 Minute program 
 

Endia DeCordova, founder of Megandi's Dream, a leadership program designed to 
build life skills and strong support structures to motivated girls who are ready to 
explore who they are discussed where she grew up, the creation of Megandi's 
Dream, upcoming program, and many other things.  

 
Dialogue 
February 11, 2018 
6:30 a.m. 
30 Minutes of each 30 Minute Program 

 
Jillian Gilchrest, board member of the state’s Permanent Commission on the 
Status of Women or PCSW discussed the current status of the PCSW.  Once a 
state agency, PCSW is now a non-profit group advocating for women’s issues.  
Gilchrest discussed sexual harassment in the workplace, a hot topic sparked by 
revelations about Hollywood executive Harvey Weinstein. She also discusses 
growing support for pay equity to benefit women, and earned family leave. (Also 
listed under “Political”) 
 

Spotlite 
February 11, 2018 
7:00 a.m. 



30 Minutes of each 30 Minute Program 
 

Chrysalis Domestic Violence Services discussed promoting healthy 
relationships, safe families, violence free communities and the services they 
offer. (Also listed under “Childcare & Health/Safety”) 
 

Rich Answers   
February 18, 2018 
5:30 a.m. 
60 Minutes of each 60 Minute program 
 

Sister Nandi, the founder of SanKofa Kuumba. A cultural arts consortium 
discussed what led to the creation of SanKofa, her trip to Europe, the drive to see 
international artist in the states, and many other things. 

 
Rich Answers  
February 25, 2018 
5:30 a.m. 
60 Minutes of each 60 Minute program 

 
Lorna Little, the former president and CEO of Saint Ages Home discussed how 
she got started with the Saint Ages home, changing the outlook on teen mothers, 
her new and big move and many other things. 

 
Spotlite 
February 25, 2018 
7:00 a.m. 
30 Minutes of each 30 Minute Program 
 

Laura O'Keefe from The Village for Families & Children discussed their program 
VITA (Volunteer Income Tax Assistance) The Village and United Way of Central 
and Northeastern Connecticut are partnering to offer the Volunteer Income Tax 
Assistance (VITA) program, which provides free tax preparation services for 
individuals and families earning up to $54,000 per year in the Greater Hartford, 
Enfield, Manchester and Windham communities. (Also listed under “Economic”) 

 
Rich Answers  

        March 4, 2018 
   5:30 a.m. 

60 Minutes of each 60 Minute program 
 

Jayne Dean, Psychotherapist/Certified Yoga Instructor at the West Hartford 
Counseling Center discussed forgetting your fears; pulling life lessons from 
experience, the story behind Arial Yoga as many other things.      
 
                       Rich Answers  



March 11, 2018 
5:30 a.m. 
60 Minutes of each 60 Minute program 

 
Rev. Lydell Brown, Director of Strategic Partnerships here at The Conference of 
Churches& Pastor and Founder of The Burning Bush Family Life Center 
discussed how the center came about, The Pastor's Lab and their Workshop "The 
Struggle of Religion vs. Relationship”. 
 

Rich Answers  
March 18, 2018 
5:30 a.m. 
60 Minutes of each 60 Minute program 

 
Dr. Debora Jackson, the Director of Life Long Learning at Yale Divinity School 
discussed how she got on this path, growing up in a faith home, The Inspire 
Event and many other topics. 

 
Spotlite 
March 18, 2018 
7:00 a.m. 
30 Minutes of each 30 Minute Program 

 
Donna Swanson, MSN, CS, APRN, Executive Director and co-founder of FOCUS 
Center for Autism discussed Autism Awareness Month in April and "Autism 
Sweets. “The goal is to raise $1000 for physical education and academic 
enrichment activities. We are asking area pastry shops, bakeries, cafes, and ice 
cream parlors to designate one item for sale during a day, week, or month in 
April. A percentage of the sale will go to the "Autism Sweets" 2018 fundraiser. 
(Also listed under “Childcare”) 
 

Rich Answers  
March 25, 2018 
5:30 a.m. 
60 Minutes of each 60 Minute program 

 
Iran Nazario, Founder/President/CEO of the Peace Center of Connecticut 
discussed motivation, the Peace center of CT, his upcoming event and many 
other topics. 
 

Spotlite 
March 25, 2018 
7:00 a.m. 
30 Minutes of each 30 Minute Program 
 

Joe Aguiar and Kendra Morales from For Goodness Sake discussed For 



Goodness Sake being a 100% volunteer-run 501c3 nonprofit that provides direct 
aid, such as furniture and household goods, to individuals and families making 
the transition from homelessness to independent living. With compassion rooted 
in human dignity, our work transforms empty living spaces into homes. 
 
 

ISSUE:    CHILDCARE 
 
 

Spotlite 
   January 14, 2018 

7:00 a.m. 
30 Minutes of each 30 Minute Program 

 
Donna Swanson, MSN, CS, APRN, Executive Director and co-founder of FOCUS 
Center for Autism and the Fresh Start School discussed living with anxiety and 
Autism. The New Year is a time for reinvention for stronger personal growth and 
fulfillment. Donna Swanson, co-founder of the nonprofit FOCUS Center for 
Autism and Fresh Start School, to share strategies in managing and achieving 
change while living with anxiety and Autism. Part 1 of 2 (Also listed under 
“Education”) 
 

Spotlite 
January 21, 2018 
7:00 a.m. 
30 Minutes of each 30 Minute Program 
 

Donna Swanson, MSN, CS, APRN, Executive Director and co-founder of FOCUS 
Center for Autism and the Fresh Start School discussed living with anxiety and 
Autism. The New Year is a time for reinvention for stronger personal growth and 
fulfillment. Donna Swanson, co-founder of the nonprofit FOCUS Center for 
Autism and Fresh Start School, to share strategies in managing and achieving 
change while living with anxiety and Autism. Part 2 of 2 (Also listed under 
“Education”) 

 
Spotlite 
January 28, 2018 
7:00 a.m. 
30 Minutes of each 30 Minute Program 
 

Dale Picard from ECAD (Educated Canines Assisting with Disabilities) discussed 
ECAD’s mission of providing highly skilled Service Dogs to increase mobility and 
independence for people living with disabilities manifests itself in a variety of 
programs and services. Each dog designed and taught to meet the needs of a 
specific population: Veterans, persons living with disabilities, children as young 
as two with Autism and facilities. (Also listed under “Elderly & Health/Safety”) 



 
Spotlite 
February 11, 2018 
7:00 a.m. 
30 Minutes of each 30 Minute Program 
 

Chrysalis Domestic Violence Services discussed promoting healthy 
relationships, safe families, violence free communities and the services they 
offer. (Also listed under “Health/Safety) 
 

Spotlite 
March 11, 2018 
7:00 a.m. 
30 Minutes of each 30 Minute Program 
 

Orthopedic Surgeon Dr. Jay Kimmel of Greater Hartford Orthopedic Group to 
discussed winter sports-related injuries from skiing, snowboarding, ice skating 
and sledding and how to keep you and your kids healthy and safe in the great 
outdoors (Also listed under “Health/Safety”) 
                  

Spotlite 
March 18, 2018 
7:00 a.m. 
30 Minutes of each 30 Minute Program 

 
Donna Swanson, MSN, CS, APRN, Executive Director and co-founder of FOCUS 
Center for Autism discussed Autism Awareness Month in April and "Autism 
Sweets. “The goal is to raise $1000 for physical education and academic 
enrichment activities. We are asking area pastry shops, bakeries, cafes, and ice 
cream parlors to designate one item for sale during a day, week, or month in 
April. A percentage of the sale will go to the "Autism Sweets" 2018 fundraiser. 
(Also listed under “Social”) 
 
 
ISSUE:    ELDERLY 
 
 

Spotlite 
January 7, 2018 
7:00 a.m. 
30 Minutes of each 30 Minute Program 
 

Michael Afflitto C.A.P, Director of Planned Giving at The Salvation Army Southern 
New England Division discussed creative or alternative gifts to support all of the 
great programs provided by The Salvation Army. 

 



Spotlite 
January 28, 2018 
7:00 a.m. 
30 Minutes of each 30 Minute Program 

 
Dale Picard from ECAD (Educated Canines Assisting with Disabilities) discussed 
ECAD’s mission of providing highly skilled Service Dogs to increase mobility and 
independence for people living with disabilities manifests itself in a variety of 
programs and services. Each dog designed and taught to meet the needs of a 
specific population: Veterans, persons living with disabilities, children as young 
as two with Autism and facilities. (Also listed under “Health/Safety & Childcare”) 
 

Spotlite 
   February 4, 2018 

7:00 a.m. 
30 Minutes of each 30 Minute Program 

 
Howard Schwartz from The Better Business Bureau of Connecticut discussed 
Chip credit cards and fraud, Jury duty phones scams, The Top 10 most 
complained-about types of businesses and much more. (Also listed under 
“Social”) 
 

 
ISSUE:    EDUCATION 
 
 

Spotlite 
   January 14, 2018 

7:00 a.m. 
30 Minutes of each 30 Minute Program 

 
Donna Swanson, MSN, CS, APRN, Executive Director and co-founder of FOCUS 
Center for Autism and the Fresh Start School discussed living with anxiety and 
Autism. The New Year is a time for reinvention for stronger personal growth and 
fulfillment. Donna Swanson, co-founder of the nonprofit FOCUS Center for 
Autism and Fresh Start School, to share strategies in managing and achieving 
change while living with anxiety and Autism. Part 1 of 2 (Also listed under 
“Childcare”) 
 

Spotlite 
January 21, 2018 
7:00 a.m. 
30 Minutes of each 30 Minute Program 
 

Donna Swanson, MSN, CS, APRN, Executive Director and co-founder of FOCUS 
Center for Autism and the Fresh Start School discussed living with anxiety and 



Autism. The New Year is a time for reinvention for stronger personal growth and 
fulfillment. Donna Swanson, co-founder of the nonprofit FOCUS Center for 
Autism and Fresh Start School, to share strategies in managing and achieving 
change while living with anxiety and Autism. Part 2of 2 (Also listed under 
“Childcare”) 

 
 
ISSUE:    ELECTION 
 

 
Dialogue 
January 7, 2018 
6:30 a.m. 
30 Minutes of each 30 Minute Program 

 
Bridgeport Mayor Joe Ganim, Democratic gubernatorial hopeful discussed his 
campaign for governor and answers questions about how his campaign could by 
affected by his federal conviction for corruption and resulting prison term. On the 
issues, Ganim discusses the deficit crisis, transportation, tolls, and his 
competition in the gubernatorial contest. (Also listed under "Political") 
 
 
ISSUE:   LEGISLATIVE 

 
 
Dialogue 
January 21, 2018 
6:30 a.m. 
30 Minutes of each 30 Minute Program 
 

State Sen. Kevin Witkos (R-Canton), deputy Republican Senate president pro 
tempore discussed the seemingly never-ending 2017 legislative session and its 
accompanying extended budget battle.  The GOP leader then focuses on the 2018 
session and the potential for yet another struggle to control the state deficit.  He 
discusses whether the level of bipartisanship on the budget, evidenced in 2017, 
can be continued even though 2018 is an election year for all lawmakers. (Also 
listed under "Economic") 
 

Dialogue 
January 28, 2018 
6:30 a.m. 
30 Minutes of each 30 Minute Program 

 
State House Speaker Joe Aresimowicz (D-Berlin) discussed a Democratic view on 
the often chaotic 2017 legislative session and its accompanying budget battle.  
He looks ahead to the 2018 session and discusses whether it could be even more 



difficult than last year.  Aresimowicz talks about highway tolls, the deficit crisis, 
taxes, and the impact election year politics may have on legislative business. 
(Also listed under “Economic”) 
 

Dialogue 
February 4, 2018 
6:30 a.m. 
30 Minutes of each 30 Minute Program 

 
State Rep. Tony Guerrera (D-Rocky Hill), co-chair of the legislature’s 
Transportation Committee discussed being a vocal supporter of bringing back 
highway tolls in a new electronic form as a revenue source.  In the show, 
Guerrera answers several questions about tolls including how many might be 
installed, how electronic tolls work, how much tax revenue they might bring in, 
and whether or not passage of a tolls bill will be dramatically affected by election 
year politics. (Also listed under "Economics & Political") 

 
Dialogue 
February 18, 2018 
6:30 a.m. 
30 Minutes of each 30 Minute Program 

 
State Rep. Vincent Candelora (R-North Branford),deputy House Republican leader 
discussed GOP views on Gov. Malloy’s budget proposal and his decision to 
deliver that material before he made his annual state of the state address to the 
legislature. Candelora comments on Malloy suggestions to hike the state sales 
tax raise money by legalizing marijuana, installing highway tolls, and potential tax 
changes.  Candelora also is asked which party has a bigger “negative” to 
overcome--Republicans with President Trump, or the Democrats with Gov. 
Malloy. (Also listed under “Economic & Political”) 
 

Dialogue 
February 25, 2018 
6:30 a.m. 
30 Minutes of each 30 Minute Program 

 
State Rep. Brenda Kupchick (R-Fairfield) a long-time advocate for animal rights at 
the state legislature discussed proposals for the 2018 legislature to advance 
animal rights.  She says the issue is a matter of “moral obligation” for lawmakers.  
Kupchick explains proposals to insure pets have adequate shelter, how to define 
pet neglect, and insuring that persons convicted of animal cruelty get meaningful 
sentences instead of being given accelerated rehabilitation which many view as a 
slap on the wrist. 
 

Dialogue 
March 4, 2018 



6:30 a.m. 
30 Minutes of each 30 Minute Program 

 
State Sen. Joe Markley (R-Southington) discussed being an outspoken critic of 
bringing back highway tolls to Connecticut. Markley contends tolls supporters 
have hidden the potential impact of tolls.  He claims some reports suggest tolls 
could be placed on a long list of highways, not just I-95, I-84, and I-91.  Markley 
said motorists could be paying tolls on virtually every limited access roadway.  
Markley said great uncertainty remains about how much revenue tolls can raise, 
how the money will be collected, and whether the equipment contractor would 
share in the revenues. (Also listed under “Economic & Political”) 
 
 
ISSUE:    ECONOMIC 
 
 

Dialogue 
January 14, 2018 
6:30 a.m. 
30 Minutes of each 30 Minute Program 

 
Amy Parmenter, a spokesperson for AAA in Connecticut discussed the 
challenges of winter driving and how AAA copes with a flood of service calls 
when cars get stuck in the snow or when motorists call for help after 
experiencing a dead battery.  She also offers the latest update on gasoline prices 
and pricing trends for the months ahead.  Parmenter describes steps motorists 
can take to be sure their vehicles are ready for the rigors of winter driving. (Also 
listed under Health/Safety") 

 
Dialogue 
January 21, 2018 
6:30 a.m. 
30 Minutes of each 30 Minute Program 

 
State Sen. Kevin Witkos (R-Canton), deputy Republican Senate president pro 
tempore discussed the seemingly never-ending 2017 legislative session and its 
accompanying extended budget battle.  The GOP leader then focuses on the 2018 
session and the potential for yet another struggle to control the state deficit.  He 
discusses whether the level of bipartisanship on the budget, evidenced in 2017, 
can be continued even though 2018 is an election year for all lawmakers. (Also 
listed under "Legislative") 
 

Dialogue 
January 28, 2018 
6:30 a.m. 
30 Minutes of each 30 Minute Program 



 
State House Speaker Joe Aresimowicz (D-Berlin) discussed a Democratic view on 
the often chaotic 2017 legislative session and its accompanying budget battle.  
He looks ahead to the 2018 session and discusses whether it could be even more 
difficult than last year.  Aresimowicz talks about highway tolls, the deficit crisis, 
taxes, and the impact election year politics may have on legislative business. 
(Also listed under “Legislative”) 

 
Dialogue 
February 4, 2018 
6:30 a.m. 
30 Minutes of each 30 Minute Program 

 
State Rep. Tony Guerrera (D-Rocky Hill), co-chair of the legislature’s 
Transportation Committee discussed being a vocal supporter of bringing back 
highway tolls in a new electronic form as a revenue source.  In the show, 
Guerrera answers several questions about tolls including how many might be 
installed, how electronic tolls work, how much tax revenue they might bring in, 
and whether or not passage of a tolls bill will be dramatically affected by election 
year politics. (Also listed under “Legislative & Political”) 
 

Spotlite 
February 25, 2018 
7:00 a.m. 
30 Minutes of each 30 Minute Program 

 
Laura O'Keefe from The Village for Families & Children discussed their program 
VITA (Volunteer Income Tax Assistance) The Village and United Way of Central 
and Northeastern Connecticut are partnering to offer the Volunteer Income Tax 
Assistance (VITA) program, which provides free tax preparation services for 
individuals and families earning up to $54,000 per year in the Greater Hartford, 
Enfield, Manchester and Windham communities. (Also listed under “Social”) 
 

Dialogue 
March 4, 2018 
6:30 a.m. 
30 Minutes of each 30 Minute Program 

 
State Sen. Joe Markley (R-Southington) discussed being an outspoken critic of 
bringing back highway tolls to Connecticut. Markley contends tolls supporters 
have hidden the potential impact of tolls.  He claims some reports suggest tolls 
could be placed on a long list of highways, not just I-95, I-84, and I-91.  Markley 
said motorists could be paying tolls on virtually every limited access roadway.  
Markley said great uncertainty remains about how much revenue tolls can raise, 
how the money will be collected, and whether the equipment contractor would 
share in the revenues. (Also listed under “Legislative & Political”) 



 
Dialogue 
March 18, 2018 
6:30 a.m. 
30 Minutes of each 30 Minute Program 

 
James Smith, co-chair of the State Commission on Fiscal Stability and Economic 
Growth discussed the report of his Commission that was created to come up with 
short-term and long-term tactics to end Connecticut’s continuing deficit crisis.  
Smith discusses some controversial elements of the group’s report including 
hiking the state sales tax to 7.25%, raising some business taxes, hiking the gas 
tax, and eliminating collective bargaining for state employee benefits.  Smith 
comments on the likelihood lawmakers will want to vote on the report in this 
politically-charged election year. (Also listed under “Political”) 
 
 
ISSUE:    POLITICAL 
 

 
Dialogue 
January 7, 2018 
6:30 a.m. 
30 Minutes of each 30 Minute Program 
 

Bridgeport Mayor Joe Ganim, Democratic gubernatorial hopeful discussed his 
campaign for governor and answers questions about how his campaign could by 
affected by his federal conviction for corruption and resulting prison term. On the 
issues, Ganim discusses the deficit crisis, transportation, tolls, and his 
competition in the gubernatorial contest. (Also listed under "Elections") 
 

Dialogue 
February 4, 2018 
6:30 a.m. 
30 Minutes of each 30 Minute Program 

 
State Rep. Tony Guerrera (D-Rocky Hill), co-chair of the legislature’s 
Transportation Committee discussed being a vocal supporter of bringing back 
highway tolls in a new electronic form as a revenue source.  In the show, 
Guerrera answers several questions about tolls including how many might be 
installed, how electronic tolls work, how much tax revenue they might bring in, 
and whether or not passage of a tolls bill will be dramatically affected by election 
year politics.(Also listed under "Economics & Legislative”) 
 

Dialogue 
February 11, 2018 
6:30 a.m. 



30 Minutes of each 30 Minute Program 
 

Jillian Gilchrest, board member of the state’s Permanent Commission on the 
Status of Women or PCSW discussed the current status of the PCSW.  Once a 
state agency, PCSW is now a non-profit group advocating for women’s issues.  
Gilchrest discussed sexual harassment in the workplace, a hot topic sparked by 
revelations about Hollywood executive Harvey Weinstein.  She also discusses 
growing support for pay equity to benefit women, and earned family leave. (Also 
listed under “Social”) 
 

Dialogue 
February 18, 2018 
6:30 a.m. 
30 Minutes of each 30 Minute Program 

 
State Rep. Vincent Candelora (R-North Branford),deputy House Republican leader 
discussed GOP views on Gov. Malloy’s budget proposal and his decision to 
deliver that material before he made his annual state of the state address to the 
legislature. Candelora comments on Malloy suggestions to hike the state sales 
tax raise money by legalizing marijuana, installing highway tolls, and potential tax 
changes.  Candelora also is asked which party has a bigger “negative” to 
overcome--Republicans with President Trump, or the Democrats with Gov. 
Malloy. (Also listed under “Economic & Legislative”) 
 

Dialogue 
March 4, 2018 
6:30 a.m. 
30 Minutes of each 30 Minute Program 

 
State Sen. Joe Markley (R-Southington) discussed being an outspoken critic of 
bringing back highway tolls to Connecticut. Markley contends tolls supporters 
have hidden the potential impact of tolls.  He claims some reports suggest tolls 
could be placed on a long list of highways, not just I-95, I-84, and I-91.  Markley 
said motorists could be paying tolls on virtually every limited access roadway.  
Markley said great uncertainty remains about how much revenue tolls can raise, 
how the money will be collected, and whether the equipment contractor would 
share in the revenues. (Also listed under “Economic & Political”) 

 
Dialogue 
March 18, 2018 
6:30 a.m. 
30 Minutes of each 30 Minute Program 

 
James Smith, co-chair of the State Commission on Fiscal Stability and Economic 
Growth discussed the report of his Commission that was created to come up with 
short-term and long-term tactics to end Connecticut’s continuing deficit crisis.  



Smith discusses some controversial elements of the group’s report including 
hiking the state sales tax to 7.25%, raising some business taxes, hiking the gas 
tax, and eliminating collective bargaining for state employee benefits.  Smith 
comments on the likelihood lawmakers will want to vote on the report in this 
politically-charged election year. (Also listed under “Economic”) 
 

Dialogue 
March 25, 2018 
6:30 a.m. 
30 Minutes of each 30 Minute Program 

 
State Rep. Josh Elliott (D-Hamden) a leading supporter of legalization of 
marijuana in Connecticut discussed how legalization makes sense because 
nearby states are in the process of doing the same, and the state could use 
another revenue source that would be created by taxing the pot industry.  Elliott 
also answers critics who claim marijuana is a “gateway drug” that will draw in 
more people to the drug culture including more harmful substances such as 
heroin and opioids.  Elliott also offers his views on whether 2018, an election 
year, is the year a pot legalization vote will occur. (Also listed under 
“Health/Safety”) 
 
 
ISSUE:                                    ENVIRONMENTAL 

 
 
Dialogue 
March 11, 2018 
6:30 a.m. 
30 Minutes of each 30 Minute Program 

 
Eric Hammerling, executive director of the Connecticut Forest & Park Association 
discussed the new “passport to the parks” program that will allow all Connecticut 
residents free admission to state parks, instead of paying parking or entrance 
fees.  The program is funded using an extra fee when motorists renew their 
vehicle registrations.  Hammerling said his group and other environmentalists 
will be watching the legislature carefully this year to prevent any effort to “raid” 
the newly-created parks fund to help remedy any deficit problems. Hammerling 
says free parks entry could boost parks attendance, and efforts must be made to 
determine how much this could increase the need for staff and maintenance. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ISSUES OF CONCERN TO NEW BRITAIN/HARTFORD 



 
  ADDRESSED IN RESPONSIVE PROGRAMMING 

 
  IN THE FIRST QUARTER, 2018 

 
 

1. HEALTH/SAFETY: floods and winter crisis, service dogs, PTSD, Domestic 
Violence, Heart health , Stroke, cardiac risk assesment, opiod crisis, winter 
sports injuries, marijuana use 
 

2. SOCIAL: mental illness, Black History Month, the effects of social media, 
strategic leadership programs, phone scams, building life skills, Permanent 
Commission on the Status of Women or PCSW, domestic violence 
services, local arts consortiums, low income services, religion v. 
relationships, faith in the home, Peace Center of CT 

 
3. ELDERLY: palliative care, Planned Giving, Salvation Army, ECAD, service 

dogs, BBB of Connecticut, phone scams 
 

4. EDUCATION: Autism educational programs, Fresh start schools, 
Occupational therapy, Speech and language pathology 

 
5.  CHILDCARE: Support for children grieving the loss of a loved one, effects 

of divorce on children, violence free communities, educational programs 
for children with Autism 

      
6. LEGISLATIVE: deficit crisis, tolls in Connecticut, increasing state sales tax, 

gas tax, legalizing marijuana, pay equity, 
 

7. ECONOMIC: BBB, credit card chip fraud, state budget impasse, budgeting 
and bonding, bipartisan negotiations, balancing budget 

 
8. POLITICAL: deficit crisis, tolls in Connecticut, increasing state sales tax, 

gas tax, legalizing marijuana, pay equity 
 

9.  ENVIRONMENTAL: Connecticut Forest & Park Association “Passport to 
the Parks” program 
 

10.  ELECTION: Joe Ganim gubernatorial campaign  
 

 
 

 
 
 
 



ISSUE:   HEALTH 
 
PSA 

    End Ongoing 
    Regular Scheduling 
    3/:15 live reads 
 
This message brought to you by the Connecticut Department of Public Health 
offers lifesaving tips to people with asthma.   
 

PSA 
    End Ongoing 
    Regular Scheduling 
    3/:15 live reads 
 
This message from the Governor’s Prevention Partnership and the Partnership 
for a Drug-Free America offers tips to help people stay away from drugs.   
 

PSA 
    End Ongoing 
    Regular Scheduling 
    3/:15 live reads 
 
American Red Cross is asking individuals to donate blood at a local blood drive.   
 

 
PSA 

    End Ongoing 
    Regular Scheduling 
    5/:15 live reads 
 
Foodshare, the regional food bank in greater Hartford offers their services to 
people in need.   
 

PSA 
    End Ongoing 
    Regular Scheduling 
    3/:15 live reads 
 
Interval House offers help to domestic abuse victims and their children.   

 
 
PSA 

    End Ongoing 
    Regular Scheduling 
    3/:15 live reads 



 
Al-Anon and Al-ateen offers help to people dealing with an alcoholic family 
member or friend.   
 

PSA 
    End Ongoing 
    Regular Scheduling 
    3/:15 live reads 
 
The VNA healthcare Meals on Wheels Program offers meals to homebound 
individuals.   
 

PSA 
    End Ongoing 
    Regular Scheduling 
    3/:15 live reads 
 
The Guide Dog Foundation for the Blind encourages people to volunteer as a 
guide dog trainer.   
 

PSA 
    End Ongoing 
    Regular Scheduling 
    3/:15 live reads 
 
A phone number and website address is given for information about the Brain 
Injury Association of Connecticut.  
     
    PSA 
    End Ongoing 
    Regular Scheduling 
    4/:15 live reads 
 
 
The Office of Victim Services provides information about legal services to victims 
of violent crimes.   
 

PSA 
    End Ongoing 
    Regular Scheduling 
    3/:15 live reads 
 
Birthright offers support to pregnant women in need.   
 

PSA 
    End Ongoing 



    Regular Scheduling 
    4/:15 live reads 
 
The Wheeler Clinic encourages people to become foster parents.   
 

PSA 
    End Ongoing 
    Regular Scheduling 
    3/:20 live reads 
 
The Stroke Association offers a toll free number for information about the causes 
and treatments of a stroke.  
 

PSA 
    End Ongoing 
    Regular Scheduling 
    3/:20 live reads 
 
The Compulsive Gambling Center offers a toll free number and website address 
to help those suffering with a gambling addiction.     
 
 
ISSUE:   EDUCATION 
 
 

PSA 
    End Ongoing 
    Regular Scheduling 
    4/:15 live reads 
 
Teachers and parents are offered a website address for information about 
professional development and curriculum materials for schools.   
 
 
ISSUE:   CHILDCARE 

 
 
PSA 

    End Ongoing 
    Regular Scheduling 
    3/:15 live reads 
 
Al-Anon and Al-ateen offers help to people dealing with an alcoholic family 
member or friend.   
 

PSA 



    End Ongoing 
    Regular Scheduling 
    3/:15 live reads 
 
The Wheeler Clinic encourages people to become foster parents.   
 

PSA 
    End Ongoing 
    Regular Scheduling 
    4/:15 live reads 
 
Interval House offers help to domestic abuse victims and their children.   
 

PSA 
    End Ongoing 
    Regular Scheduling 
    3/:15 live reads 
 
Birthright offers support to pregnant women in need.   
 
 
ISSUE:   SOCIAL 

 
 
PSA 

    End Ongoing 
    Regular Scheduling 
    3/:15 live reads 
 
Interval House offers help to domestic abuse victims and their children.   
 

PSA 
    End Ongoing 
    Regular Scheduling 
    3/:15 live reads  
 
To help prevent disaster assistance fraud, the National Insurance Crime Bureau 
offers a free brochure entitled "Don't Be a Victim Twice."   
 
 

PSA 
    End Ongoing 
    Regular Scheduling 
    3/:15 live reads 
 
Interval House offers help to domestic abuse victims and their children.   



 
PSA 

    End Ongoing 
    Regular Scheduling 
    3/:20 live reads 
 
The Compulsive Gambling Center offers a toll free number and website address 
to help those suffering with a gambling addiction. 
 
 

PSA 
    End Ongoing 
    Regular Scheduling 
    3/:15 live reads 
 
Birthright offers support to pregnant women in need.   

 
    PSA 
    End December 31st, 2015 
          Live Reads 
    2/:30 live reads 
 
Americorp requests your gently used books for donation. 

 
PSA 

    End Ongoing 
    Regular Scheduling 
    5/:20 live reads  
 
The Dress for Success organization encourages women to donate their dresses 
and suits for women in need for job interviews.  
 
    PSA 

End Ongoing 
    Regular Scheduling 
    3/:15 live reads 
 
The organization Narconon offers a toll free number and website address to help 
people who may have a drug problem. 
 

PSA 
    End Ongoing 
    Regular Scheduling 
    4/:15 live reads 
 
The Women's Business Development Center offers workshops to women 



interested in starting a business.                       
 
    PSA 
    End Ongoing 
    Regular Scheduling 
    3/:15 live reads 
 
45 people die on our nations roadways because of impaired drivers. Commuters 
are advised to buckle up and refrain from drinking and driving.   
ISSUE:   SAFETY 

 
PSA 

    End Ongoing 
    Regular Scheduling 
    3/:10 live reads 
 
Connecticut residents are asked to become volunteer Emergency Service 
Workers.   

PSA 
    End Ongoing 
    Regular Scheduling 
    3/:15 live reads 
 
Every day, 45 people die on our nations roadways because of impaired drivers.  
Commuters are advised to buckle up and refrain from drinking and driving.  

 
     
 
ISSUE:   ELDERLY 

 
 
PSA 

    End Ongoing 
    Regular Scheduling 
    3/:15 live reads 
 
The Arthritis Foundation asks individuals to visit their website for tips to help 
people with arthritis.  
 

PSA 
    End Ongoing 
    Regular Scheduling  
    10/:15 live reads 
 
The "Pets for People Program" that allows senior citizens to adopt a pet from the 
Connecticut Humane Society free of charge. 



   
PSA 

    End Ongoing 
    Regular Scheduling 
    3/:20 live reads 
 
The Consumer Law project for elders offers free legal advice on identity theft. 

 
 
 
PSA 

    End Ongoing 
    Regular Scheduling 
    5/:15 live reads 
 
Foodshare the regional food bank of greater Hartford offers their services to 
people in need.   
 

PSA 
    End Ongoing 
    Regular Scheduling 
    3/:15 live reads 
 
The VNA healthcare Meals on Wheels Program offers meals to homebound 
individuals.    
 
    PSA 
    End Ongoing 
    Regular Scheduling 
    3/:20 live reads 
 
Hospice and Palliative Care of CTVNA offers training to people interested in 
working with hospice patients.   

 
 
 

 

 


