
4th Quarter 2017

ISSUES AND PROGRAMS LIST

KPBS TV

Period from 10/1/17-12/31/17

During the period KPBS-TV has served the public interest by broadcasting diverse content which cover, address, 
and create dialogue around national, statewide, and regional issues.  The following is a list of some of the acquired 

programming aired.

This report is not all-inclusive of all KPBS' programming. It is a fair representation of the topics covered.

ABORTION

Independent Lens: The Armor of Light

12/14/17 at 9 a.m. on KPBSDT2

1:26:46

Meet two Christians - an Evangelical anti-abortion activist and an African-American mother whose son 
was murdered - who find common ground in the fight against the rising tide of gun violence.

PBS NewsHour

10/19/17 at 7 p.m.

04:26

A pregnant, undocumented 17-year-old girl obtained a court’s permission to get an abortion, but due to 
policy change by the Trump administration, officials detaining her in Texas are refusing to take her to her 
appointment. Now an appeals court will hear her case on Friday. Lisa Desjardins speaks with Renuka 
Rayasam of Politico about what’s at stake.

AGING

POV: Tea Time

10/2/17 at 1 a.m. on KPBSDT2

56:46

Observe five Chilean women who gather monthly for a ritual that has sustained them through 60 years of 
personal and societal change. See how a routine of tea and pastries helped them commemorate life's joys 
and cope with infidelity, illness and death.



SciTech Now

12/14/17 at 11:30 p.m. on KPBSDT2

26:46

A British researcher is challenging how we look at death and aging. Researcher Aubrey de Grey argues 
that aging is a curable disease if scientists approach it as an engineering challenge.

AGRICULTURE

Africa’s Great Civilizations: The Atlantic Age

12/9/17 at 11 p.m. on KPBSDT2

55:46

Gates explores the impact of the Atlantic trading world, giving rise to powerful new kingdoms, but also 
transatlantic slave trade. Learn of the revolutionary movements of the 18th-early 19th centuries, including 
the advent of the Sokoto Caliphate.

A Growing Passion

10/26/17 at 8:30 p.m.

26:46

More and more San Diegan's strive to make socially, environmentally, and economically responsible 
choices.  From earth-friendly and water wise gardens to organic foods and habitat restoration, we demand 
options that protect our health, feed our communities, and protect our natural resources. A Growing 
Passion is an Emmy-winning lifestyle program that explores San Diego County's agriculture and 
horticulture activities as an expression of this growing earth-friendly movement. From backyard food 
production to major horticultural growers, from low water landscapes to sustainable practices around the 
home and in the garden, we tell stories about the natural and manmade landscapes that shape the social, 
cultural, environmental and economic interests of our community.  We celebrate how San Diego grows.

ALCOHOL-DRUG ABUSE-ADDICTION

PBS NewsHour

10/11/17 at 7 p.m.

11:14

Fifty times more powerful than heroin, Fentanyl is driving a surge in overdose deaths and ratcheting up 
the stakes in the opioid crisis. Where does the synthetic drug come from, and how can it be managed? 
William Brangham reports from Massachusetts as part of our series, “America Addicted.”



Second Opinion: Drug Overdose

11/2/17 at 10:30 a.m. on KPBSDT2

26:46

Only two months since their son Patrick died of a heroin overdose, Mary and Joe Mullin courageously 
share their story with viewers. They tell their very personal experience of Patrick's decline into opioid 
use, and then heroin addiction and treatment. They talk about Patrick's ups and downs, and his relapses. 
The panel of experts discusses the drug epidemic in the U.S., and offer solid, timely information about 
prevention and treatment.

AMERICAN HISTORY-BIOGRAPHY

Beyond a Year in Space

11/15/17 at 9 p.m.

54:29

Picking up where the first film left off Scott Kelly's last day in space and return to Earth-the final 
installment also introduces viewers to the next generation of astronauts training to leave Earth's orbit and 
travel into deep space.

Bob Hope: American Masters

12/2/17 at 9 p.m.

1:19:30

Explore the entertainer's life with unprecedented access to his personal archives including writings voiced 
by Billy Crystal, clips from his body of work, and interviews with Woody Allen, Margaret Cho, Conan 
O'Brien, Tom Selleck and Brooke Shields.

ARTS

Edgar Allan Poe: American Masters

10/31/17 at 10:30 p.m.

1:26:46

Discover the real story of the notorious author, starring Denis O'Hare as Edgar Allan Poe. The program 
explores the misrepresentations of Poe and reveals how he tapped into what it means to be human in a 
modern and sometimes frightening world.

Great Performances: In the Heights: Chasing Broadway Dreams



12/31/17 at 11 p.m. 

56:46

In a journey reminiscent of the unexpected zeitgeist success of Hair, A Chorus Line, and Rent, the story 
behind the success of In the Heights is so organic to New York City that no one expected it to happen. 
Beginning at a small, off-Broadway theater, a group of talented young artists led by composer-lyricist 
Lin-Manuel Miranda produced an original musical that some have called a modern day West Side Story-a 
Latin and Hip-Hop-infused musical odyssey telling the story of a neighborhood and the first-generation 
Americans who call it home. And yet, many in the show's audiences have nothing to compare it to as it 
represents the first musical that they've journeyed below 125th Street to see. Opening on Broadway in 
spring 2008 and going on to win five Tony Awards-including Best New Musical-In the Heights on 
Broadway follows the cast and creative team as they embark on the greatest adventure of their young 
careers.

BUSINESS-INDUSTRY

FRONTLINE: Business of Disaster

11/8/17 at 10 p.m.

56:46

Disasters are big business. Follow an investigation with NPR into who profits when disaster strikes. The 
film focuses on Superstorm Sandy: the thousands still not home, the agencies that were supposed to help 
and the companies that made millions.

Independent Lens: Shadow World

11/20/17 at 10:30 p.m.

1:26:46

Based on Andrew Feinstein's globally acclaimed book The Shadow World: Inside the Global Arms Trade, 
Shadow World reveals the shocking realities of the global arms trade - the only business that counts its 
profits in billions and its losses in human lives.

COMMUNITY POLITICS

American Mosque

12/17/17 at 12:30 a.m. on KPBSDT2

26:46



An American Mosque is a groundbreaking documentary about religious freedom and the struggle against 
intolerance set in a rural California town. Sparked by the destruction of a mosque, we witness how a 
community responds to hate through painful but ultimately positive discussions about the perception of 
Islam in America and our responsibility to defend everyone's Constitutional right to worship. In the end, 
determined members of different faiths come together to support the Muslim community as it peacefully 
rebuilds its mosque. As mosque projects are increasingly scrutinized around the country, An American 
Mosque tells a timely story that suggests how we can become a more tolerant society.

Company Town

10/2/17 at 10 p.m. on KPBSDT2

56:50

"Company Town" tells the story of how residents of Chinatown and the Latino Mission District in San 
Francisco overcome the odds to save their communities. At the center of the story is an election that 
focuses on the role of "home-sharing" apps in incentivizing evictions and the creation of mini-hotels 
rather to replace rental housing. Told without narration, Company Town follows journalist Joe Rodriguez 
and educator Jeffrey Kwong as they take us through neighborhoods being transformed by skyrocketing 
rents and evictions. Two local candidates represent opposing views on the role of gentrification and the 
"sharing economy." We follow their campaigns and debates from the inside as they take on issues that 
affect cities across the country.

CONSUMERISM

FRONTLINE: War on the EPA

10/11/17 at 10 p.m.

56:46

How Scott Pruitt went from fighting the EPA to running the agency and rolling back years of policy. An 
investigation into the conservative political forces and causes, like climate change skepticism, that 
propelled Pruitt's takeover of the EPA.

SciTech Now

12/7/17 at 11:30 p.m. on KPBSDT2

26:46

While runways and award shows continue to inspire what we wear, innovation around how we buy 
clothes seems to be running fashionable late. The industry may be seeing trickles of technological 
advancement, but many startups are responding with creative and common sense approaches to 
purchasing and the consumer experience. Brian Hecht, our serial entrepreneur, joins Hari Sreenivasan to 
discuss tech startup and the trends in the fashion industry.



CRIME-LEGAL ISSUES-LAW ENFORCEMENT

Facing Fear

10/29/17 at 12:30 a.m. on KPBSDT2

21:58

In this Academy Award nominated short documentary, worlds collide when a former neo-Nazi skinhead 
and the gay victim of his hate crime attack meet by chance 25 years after the incident that dramatically 
shaped both of their lives. Together, they embark on a journey of forgiveness that challenges both to 
grapple with their beliefs and fears, eventually leading to an improbable collaboration...and friendship.

POV: Tribal Justice

11/23/17 at 12:30 p.m. on KPBSDT2

1:26:46

Follow two Native-American judges who reach back to traditional concepts of justice in order to reduce 
incarceration rates, foster greater safety for their communities and create a more positive future for their 
youth.

CULTURE

POV: The Islands and the Whales

10/9/17 at 11 p.m.

56:46

On the isolated Faroe Islands, the longtime whale-hunting practices of the Faroese are threatened by 
dangerously high mercury levels and anti-whaling activists. Like a canary in the mine, their tale sounds a 
warning to the rest of the world.

Rising Voices / Hothaninpi

11/20/17 at 12 a.m. on KPBSDT2

56:46

Before Christopher Columbus and his fellow Europeans arrived in North America, there were nearly 300 
Native languages spoken north of Mexico. Today only half of those languages remain and experts say that 
by the year 2050, just 20 indigenous American languages will exist. RISING VOICES/HOTHANINPI is 
a one-hour documentary about how languages die - and how speaking them again can spark cultural and 
community restoration. The film focuses on the Lakota (often called "Sioux") language and culture, the 
history that forced the language towards near extinction, and the challenges Lakota face today as they 
struggle to learn their ancestral language and teach it to their children. The documentary is a portrait of a 
culture in flux, focusing on the myriad conflicts around the disappearing language on the Lakota 



reservations of North and South Dakota. The Lakota nation is large, with more than 170,000 tribal 
members, and that number is growing. Yet only 6,000 people still speak Lakota, and the average age of its 
speakers will soon be 70 years old. Can the Lakota elders transmit the power of history and tradition, 
especially in the form of language, or will the heart and soul of their culture die with them? To examine 
this question, RISING VOICES introduces viewers to a range of people, including the teachers working 
to save the language and the Lakota trying to learn their ancestral tongue. Woven through the 
documentary are also short first-person films made by Lakota filmmakers - stories that illustrate the 
strong connections the artists have between the Lakota language and their everyday lives.

DISABLED

Debt of Honor: Disabled Veterans in American History

11/12/17 at 12 a.m. on KPBSDT2

56:46

Take an unflinching look at the reality of warfare and disability in this history of disabled veterans. 
Witness moving interviews with some of the country's most prominent disabled veterans.

Roosevelts: An Intimate History

12/20/17 at 9 p.m. on KPBSDT2

1:56:46

Franklin Roosevelt runs for vice president in 1920 and seems assured of a still brighter future until polio 
devastates him the following summer. He spends seven years struggling without success to walk again, 
while Eleanor builds a personal and political life of her own. FDR returns to politics in 1928 and, as 
governor of New York, acts with such vigor and imagination during the first years of the Great 
Depression that the Democrats turn to him as their presidential nominee in 1932. He survives an 
attempted assassination as president-elect and at his inauguration tells his frightened countrymen the only 
thing they have to fear is "fear itself."

ECONOMY

America Reframed: The Hand that Feeds

10/7/17 at 11 p.m. on KPBSDT2

1:26:49

At a popular bakery cafe in Manhattan, patrons get served with a smile 24 hours a day. Behind the scenes, 
some of the undocumented immigrant workers earn far below the minimum wage. Filmed at the onset of 
the service economy wage wars, The Hand That Feeds tells the story of the power struggle that turned a 
single city block into a battlefield.



Company Town

10/2/17 at 10 p.m. on KPBSDT2

56:50

"Company Town" tells the story of how residents of Chinatown and the Latino Mission District in San 
Francisco overcome the odds to save their communities. At the center of the story is an election that 
focuses on the role of "home-sharing" apps in incentivizing evictions and the creation of mini-hotels 
rather to replace rental housing. Told without narration, Company Town follows journalist Joe Rodriguez 
and educator Jeffrey Kwong as they take us through neighborhoods being transformed by skyrocketing 
rents and evictions. Two local candidates represent opposing views on the role of gentrification and the 
"sharing economy." We follow their campaigns and debates from the inside as they take on issues that 
affect cities across the country.

EDUCATION

American Graduate Day

10/14/17 at 11 a.m. 

3:56:46

AMERICAN GRADUATE DAY 2017 is a four-hour, live broadcast and outreach event dedicated to 
engaging our country around the dropout crisis with special celebrity guests, relevant spokespeople and 
compelling stories from the students themselves. At its core, it will preserve the same broadcast themes as 
last year's AMERICAN GRADUATE DAY, leveraging a unique production and community engagement 
model both locally and nationally. AMERICAN GRADUATE DAY 2017 will be hosted by Soledad 
O'Brien and once again be broadcast from the Tisch WNET Studios at Lincoln Center in New York City. 
The broadcast's primary theme will be mentorship -- telling the story of Community Partners and how 
they provide support, advice, and intervention services to at-risk students, families, and schools. This 
year's AMERICAN GRADUATE DAY will emphasize the need for mentors beyond high school, and 
focus on how mentors can be helpful as students pursue a variety of post-secondary options, including 
traditional four year colleges, skills-based certifications, vocational training or the military. As in years 
past, the most important element of AMERICAN GRADUATE DAY 2017 is the participation of 
community-based organizations (Community Partners) doing exceptional work to combat the dropout 
problem. The theme of mentorship will be applied to a variety of pertinent topic strands related to 
addressing this crisis including Early Education, More & Better Learning, Special Needs, STEAM, 
Dropout Prevention and Re-engagement, and Career Readiness & College Completion. The topic strands 
will thematically link stand-alone segments, which will feature a dynamic mix of long-form 
programming, live interviews and pre-taped features that tell the story of Community Partners and how 
they provide support, advice, and intervention services to at-risk students, families, and schools. 
Additionally, celebrity guests involved in education advocacy will be featured throughout the broadcast 
encouraging viewers to help close the graduation gaps and become mentors and American Graduate 
Champions themselves.

Daring Journey: From Immigration to Education

10/8/17 at 2:30 a.m. on KPBSDT2



26:49

Narrated by actor Peter Coyote in the English version, A DARING JOURNEY: FROM IMMIGRATION 
TO EDUCATION details the challenges and risks four individuals-Luis B., Sergio Garcia, Janet Robles 
and Ruben Robles, Sr.-are willing to take as they cross the border from Mexico to the United States in 
search of the "American Dream." The documentary shows the human element to the often-debated and 
polarizing issue of immigration. Using interviews, re-enactments and archival footage, A DARING 
JOURNEY offers a first-hand account of the struggles each of the four illegal immigrants face as they try 
to earn a living, seek a higher education for themselves and their children, and attempt to achieve a better 
way of life.

EMPLOYMENT

Day it Snowed in Miami

10/29/17 at 1 a.m. on KPBSDT2

1:26:36

THE DAY IT SNOWED IN MIAMI traces the political activism behind an equal-rights statute in Miami, 
and how it galvanized the gay rights movement in Florida and beyond. Thirty five years ago, as 
snowflakes prepared to dust palm trees in a city known for its warmth, Miami-Dade County lawmakers 
unknowingly debated an issue that would ignite a political maelstrom. The seemingly benign ordinance - 
essentially an addendum to the county's existing anti-discrimination legislation - sought to prohibit 
discrimination in housing, public accommodations or employment based on the basis of "affectional or 
sexual preference." On Jan. 18, 1977, a throng of conservatives led by singer and Florida Orange Juice 
spokeswoman Anita Bryant packed downtown commission chambers in protest. The commissioners 
ultimately passed the ordinance by a narrow 5-3 margin, but Bryant vowed to lead a repeal - and 
succeeded. The ordinance set back the gay-rights movement for decades; it took more than 20 years for 
Miami-Dade to revive and pass the law. The 90-minute documentary also chronicles the tragic effects of 
the AIDS pandemic in South Florida, and the ironic, compassionate turn in public opinion towards the 
gay community.

POV: Motherland

10/16/17 at 11 p.m.

1:26:46

Take an absorbingly intimate, verite look at a maternity hospital in the Philippines, the busiest on the 
planet. In a hospital literally bursting with life, witness the miracle and wonder of the human condition.

ENERGY

PBS NewsHour

10/10/17 at 7 p.m.



12:29

EPA administrator Scott Pruitt has begun the process to roll back the Obama-era rule aimed at cutting 
carbon emissions from the nation’s power plants. The move comes as part of President Trump’s pledge to 
unwind many of former President Obama’s signature policies. John Yang gets two views from former 
EPA Administrator Gina McCarthy and Bob Murray of Murray Energy Corporation.

Red Power Energy

11/17/17 at 1 p.m. on KPBSDT2

56:46

From a historically passive role in mineral extraction that frequently left their resource-rich reservations 
either leased out for pennies on the dollar or contaminated by environmental degradation and Federal 
mismanagement, Native people are in the midst of an extraordinary resurgence. They are challenging 
long-held stereotypes, fighting for the sovereign right to control their lands and develop their natural and 
mineral resources - however they choose. RED POWER ENERGY is a provocative film told from the 
American Indian perspective that reframes today's complex energy debate. Can energy development on 
tribal lands empower a people while powering the nation? And what impact will it have on their culture, 
economy and the environment? These Native-told energy stories offer a rare insight into the ideological 
battle shaping modern Indian country and further advances a deeper understanding of American Indian 
culture, which is too often under-reported, misunderstood or overlooked.

ENVIRONMENT-NATURE-GEOGRAPHY

Nature: The Story of Cats: Asia to Africa

12/20/17 at 8 p.m.

55:46

Discover how the first cats arose in the forests of Asia, how they spread across the continent and later 
came to conquer Africa. We reveal how cats evolved with an in-depth look at lions, servals, caracals, 
cheetahs, tigers, fishing and sand cats.

NOVA: Killer Hurricanes

11/1/17 at 9 p.m.

55:47

Follow a team of experts investigating the Great Hurricane of 1780 that killed more people than any other 
Caribbean hurricane. Discover what made the storm so deadly and whether mega-storms are more likely 
to strike in our rapidly changing climate.

FAMILY-MARRIAGE



Anne of Green Gables: The Good Stars

11/23/17 at 8 p.m.

1:26:16

Join Anne Shirley as she turns 13 and faces complex situations with friends, adults and Gilbert. Her free-
spirited nature is challenged by her perceived need to be sensible, a journey fraught with confusion and 
unfortunate-albeit amusing-mishaps.

Changing Face of… The Queen

11/27/17 at 10 p.m. 

47:07

For six decades, the face of Queen Elizabeth II has been the most familiar symbol of United Kingdom, 
appearing on British currency and at all major national events. Whether clad in tweed or the crown 
jewels, she's instantly recognizable as one of the most iconic women in the world. By examining the way 
the Queen's royal image and wardrobe have changed over the course of her life, the documentary THE 
CHANGING FACE OF... THE QUEEN tells the story of the royal family - and Great Britain itself - in 
the modern era.

HEALTH-HEALTHCARE

NOVA: Memory Hackers

12/6/17 at 9:30 p.m.

55:18

Discover how researchers on the cutting edge of mind-control can implant, change and even erase 
memories. On this thought-provoking journey into the mind, NOVA investigates the mysterious nature of 
how we remember.

Trust Me, I’m a Doctor

12/28/17 at 8 p.m. on KPBSDT2

50:34

Going behind the headlines to give you the definitive answers to your health questions. Can you be fat 
and fit? Could you improve your health by staying in bed longer? Should we all be taking an Aspirin pill 
to help us live longer? Michael Mosley is joined by a team of doctors who use their expertise to get to the 
bottom all those health claims. Dr. Chris van Tulleken examines what diseases lurk on Britain's hands; 
Dr. Saleyha Ahsan has some simple tips that could allow you to save a life; and surgeon Gabriel Weston 
witnesses brain surgery without a knife.

HOMOSEXUALITY



Direct Talk

10/5/17 at 4:45 a.m. on KPBSDT2

12:00

Benita Chick is a Hong Kong-based LGBT advocate who holds unique tours to promote the 
understanding of sexual minorities. She discusses the significance of diversity in society.

Live from Lincoln Center: Falsettos

10/27/17 at 9 p.m. on KPBSDT2

2:26:26

Nominated for five 2017 Tonys, this is a poignant and hilarious look at a modern family set amidst the 
emerging AIDS crisis. Christian Borle stars as Marvin, with Stephanie J. Block as his ex-wife, Trina, and 
Andrew Rannells as his lover, Whizzer.

HOUSING-SHELTER

Company Town

10/2/17 at 10 p.m. on KPBSDT2

56:50

"Company Town" tells the story of how residents of Chinatown and the Latino Mission District in San 
Francisco overcome the odds to save their communities. At the center of the story is an election that 
focuses on the role of "home-sharing" apps in incentivizing evictions and the creation of mini-hotels 
rather to replace rental housing. Told without narration, Company Town follows journalist Joe Rodriguez 
and educator Jeffrey Kwong as they take us through neighborhoods being transformed by skyrocketing 
rents and evictions. Two local candidates represent opposing views on the role of gentrification and the 
"sharing economy." We follow their campaigns and debates from the inside as they take on issues that 
affect cities across the country.

PBS NewsHour

10/13/17 at 7 p.m.

04:15

The death toll from the ferocious wildfires making their way across California has climbed to at least 32. 
With 8,000 firefighters deployed across wine country, containment numbers are up for several fires, but 
the high winds forecast for the weekend could blow new life into the already ferocious flames. Special 
correspondent Monica Lam of KQED reports on the progress and damage.



IMMIGRATION-REFUGEES

Independent Lens: East of Salinas

10/9/17 at 1 a.m. on KPBSDT2

56:46

East of Salinas is a story about immigration, childhood, and circumstance. With little support at home, 
Salinas, California third grader Jose Ansaldo often turns to his teacher, Oscar Ramos, once a migrant farm 
kid himself. Oscar helps Jose imagine a future beyond the lettuce fields where his parents work. But Jose 
was born in Mexico - and he's on the cusp of understanding the implications of that. As we watch this 
play out, we begin to understand the cruelty of circumstance - for Jose and many millions of migrant kids 
like him.East of Salinas asks: What is lost when kids like Jose are denied opportunities?

Roadtrip Nation: Beyond the Dream

12/30/17 at 5 p.m. on KPBSDT2

56:46

ROADTRIP NATION: BEYOND THE DREAM follows three 20-something immigrants - Alexis, 
Rachel and Pratishtha - who were each brought to the U.S. at a young age by their parents. They all have 
temporary relief from deportation, but not legal status. An immigration policy called DACA (Deferred 
Action for Childhood Arrivals) has allowed them to live and work in the U.S. for a two-year period. But 
without long-term protections, Rachel, Alexis and Pratishtha have a much graver question to ponder: 
"Will I be able to stay in this country?" Determined to clarify their futures despite their murky status, they 
set out in the series' green RV, for an unforgettable journey where they explore the country, have an 
adventure like no other, and ask people who've been in their shoes the questions they've always 
wondered.

MEDIA

David Letterman: The Mark Twain Prize

11/20/17 at 9 p.m. 

1:26:46

This year, the Kennedy Center has selected Emmy Award-winning comedian, David Letterman as the 
recipient of the 2017 Mark Twain Prize for American Humor. Letterman has been hailed as one of the 
most innovative and influential broadcasters in the history of television. In 33 years on late-night 
television, Letterman hosted 6, 028 episodes of Late Night (NBC) and The Late Show (CBS), surpassing 
his mentor, Johnny Carson, for the longest-running late-night broadcaster in American history. As a 
writer, producer and performer, Letterman is one of the most-nominated people in Emmy Award history, 
with 52 nominations, resulting in 10 wins. Letterman is also a Peabody Award winner and a Kennedy 
Center Honoree.



Newton Minow: An American Story

11/7/17 at 11 p.m.

56:46

Meet a fierce advocate for the common good, former FCC chairman Newton Minow, who elevated 
television to higher standards and fought for civil rights while offering counsel to presidents, politicians, 
corporate leaders, academics and others.

MILITARY-VETERANS

America’s Secret War

10/10/17 at 11 p.m.

56:46

While the United States was publicly engaged in the Vietnam War, a secret conflict was raging just next 
door in the country of Laos. Under the command of the CIA, a full-blown military operation engulfed 
Laos, with a select few of the U.S. Armed Forces participating. At Long Tieng, a secret airbase in the 
heart of Laos, the CIA trained an army of allied guerilla fighters including a large number of the Hmong 
people (an ethnic group from the mountainous regions of southern China, Vietnam, Laos, Myanmar and 
Thailand), to assist in destroying enemy supply lines. The hour-long documentary AMERICA'S SECRET 
WAR uncovers the history of this covert war through the stories of Hmong elders and a rich collection of 
never-been-seen archival images, maps, and documents, including recently declassified CIA intelligence.

The Draft

10/17/17 at 11 p.m.

56:46

Race, class, culture - the draft in the 1960s and 1970s was a lightning rod that lit up every schism in 
American society.  But ending the draft has produced unintended consequences, creating a citizenry 
completely disconnected from that of the soldiers who experience the burden of endless wars. Featuring 
interviews with the people who fought the draft, supported it and lived its realities, THE DRAFT tells the 
story of how a single, controversial issue continues to define a nation. Part of PBS Stories of Service.

MINORITIES-CIVIL RIGHTS

Direct Talk

10/5/17 at 4:45 a.m. on KPBSDT2

12:00

Benita Chick is a Hong Kong-based LGBT advocate who holds unique tours to promote the 
understanding of sexual minorities. She discusses the significance of diversity in society.



Finding Your Roots: The Vanguard

10/24/17 at 8 p.m.

56:08

Author Ta-Nehisi Coates, filmmaker Ava DuVernay, and author and activist Janet Mock see their basic 
assumptions about their families challenged, placing their ancestors - of all colors - into the greater 
context of black history.

NATIONAL POLITICS-GOVERNMENT

FRONTLINE: Putin’s Revenge, Part 1

10/25/17 at 10 p.m.

56:46

Amid claims he hacked the 2016 election, the inside story of Vladimir Putin's conflict with the U.S. An 
investigation of Putin's mounting grievances with the U.S. and his efforts to exact revenge leading up to 
the presidential election.

VA and the Human Cost of War

11/13/17 at 9 p.m. 

56:46

Explore the history of the Department of Veterans Affairs, from the troubled beginnings of the Veterans 
Bureau of 1920s to the modern VA system. Learn details of this vast, crucial American institution: its 
successes, failures and need for reforms.

NUCLEAR ISSUES-WMD

FRONTLINE: North Korea’s Deadly Dictator

10/4/17 at 10 p.m.

56:16

Who killed Kim Jong-un's half brother and what it reveals about the leader and his regime. Amid nuclear 
tensions, the film examines claims the North Korean leader ordered the assassination, and sheds light on 
his intentions and capabilities.

SciTech Now



11/26/17 at 5:30 p.m.

26:46

Dave Mosher is a science reporter who's written for Scientific American, Popular Mechanics, National 
Geographic News and discovery.com. Throughout his career he's watched humans and robots launch into 
space, flown over the North Pole to catch a total solar eclipse and toured a cutting edge nuclear reactor. 
He joins Hari Sreenivasan to discuss firsthand experience inside a nuclear reactor.

POVERTY-HUNGER

FRONTLINE: Poor Kids

11/22/17 at 10 p.m.

56:46

View an intimate portrait of the ongoing economic crisis told through kids growing up in the Midwest. 
The film revisits three families hit hard by the recession, exploring what poverty means to children and to 
the country.

Monks of Vina

12/31/17 at 4 p.m. on KPBSDT2

56:46

What started out as a story of winemaking in the documentary THE MONKS OF VINA ended up being a 
look into the lives of the men who have dedicated themselves to a monastic life. With the challenging 
wine harvest of 2012 as the backdrop, the film explores the rituals and curiosities of monastic life. Along 
the way, the monks' faith is tested, especially among the new arrivals who recently relinquished all 
worldly possessions, and took their vows of poverty, obedience and chastity. Lifting a veil on the spiritual 
side of winemaking, THE MONKS OF VINA reveals the extreme sacrifice and devotion required in a 
quest to become closer to God.

RECREATION-LEISURE-SPORTS

Independent Lens: T-Rex: Her Fight for Gold

12/21/17 at 12:30 p.m. on KPBSDT2

1:26:46

Meet Claressa "T-Rex" Shields, who rose from the streets of Flint, Michigan, and at 17 won the first 
Olympic gold medal for women's boxing in 2012. In this coming-of-age story, life outside the ring may 
be an even tougher fight.



POV: Swim Team

10/2/17 at 11 p.m.

1:26:46

Parents of teens on the autism spectrum form a competitive swim team, training them with high 
expectations. Follow the rise of three athletes as the film captures a moving quest for inclusion, 
independence and a life that feels like winning.

RELIGION-ETHICS

FRONTLINE: Mosul

10/18/17 at 10 p.m.

56:46

Inside the brutal battle to defeat ISIS in Mosul. With extraordinary combat footage, the film follows an 
Iraqi special forces unit that bore the brunt of the fight. Also this hour, a rare look at airstrikes on Yemen 
by a Saudi Arabia-led coalition.

Story of the Jews with Simon Schama

10/5/17 at 8 p.m. at KPBSDT2

55:21

This series, written and hosted by noted historian and scholar Simon Schama, offers a comprehensive 
story of the Jewish experience from ancient times to the present day. It is an epic odyssey and Schama's 
personal journey of discovery into a world that has been calling him throughout his working life. Though 
the series will feature a wide variety of interviewees ranging from academics (Rabbi Allen Nadler; 
professors Elisheva Carlebach, Aron Rodrigue, Robert Wistrich and Henry Louis Gates, Jr.) to writers, 
politicians, artists and musicians (Emmanuel Ax and Itzhak Perlman), Schama is the "face" of the series.

SCIENCE-TECHNOLOGY

Farthest – Voyager in Space

11/15/17 at 10 p.m.

1:56:15

Launched in 1977, NASA's epic Voyager missions revolutionized our understanding of Jupiter, Saturn, 
Uranus, Neptune, and their spectacular moons and rings. In 2012, Voyager 1 left our solar system and 
ushered humanity into the interstellar age.



NOVA: Bird Brain

12/20/17 at 9 p.m.

56:46

Long mocked as empty-headed, birds hide surprisingly acute intelligence. But just how smart are they? 
As scientists test avian aptitude with brainteasers, discover how the genius of birds is leading us to rethink 
our basic notions of intelligence.

SEXUALITY

POV: From This Day Forward

10/19/17 at 12:30 p.m. on KPBSDT2

1:26:46

Meet an American family coping with one of life's most intimate transformations. Sharon Shattuck's 
father came out as transgender, living as Trisha. Her mother stayed with him. Now Sharon wants to 
understand how the family survived intact.

POV: Motherland

10/16/17 at 11 p.m.

1:26:46

Take an absorbingly intimate, verite look at a maternity hospital in the Philippines, the busiest on the 
planet. In a hospital literally bursting with life, witness the miracle and wonder of the human condition.

SOCIAL SERVICES

Coexist

10/1/17 at 2 a.m. on KPBSDT2

57:00

Coexist examines Rwanda's social experiment in government-mandated reconciliation following the 1994 
genocide of more than half a million Tutsi and moderate Hutu. Released from prison in 2003, thousands 
of Hutus responsible for the slaughter faced little choice but to return to the villages where they once 
terrorized their neighbors. To weaken the impulse toward retaliation, the Rwandan government sponsored 
workshops, seminars and healing groups in the hopes of ending the cycle of violence and beginning the 
process of rehumanization. The compelling and often heartbreaking stories of victims, perpetrators and 
witnesses illuminate the challenges of this one-size-fits-all policy while exploring many difficult 
questions at the heart of the human experience.



FRONTLINE: Poor Kids

11/22/17 at 10 p.m.

56:46

View an intimate portrait of the ongoing economic crisis told through kids growing up in the Midwest. 
The film revisits three families hit hard by the recession, exploring what poverty means to children and to 
the country.

TRANSPORTATION

City in the Sky

10/22/17 at 10 p.m. on KPBSDT2

53:21

Explore a unique metropolis-a midair "city" composed of nearly a million people on flights that crisscross 
the world daily. Meet the hidden army working to keep the city aloft and uncover the exceptional 
engineering and technology that make it work.

SciTech Now

11/28/17 at 11:30 p.m. on KPBSDT2

26:46

With rapid advancements in transportation technology, studies estimate that at least 380 million semi- or 
fully-autonomous vehicles will occupy roads by 2030. While driverless cars are projected to increase 
efficiency and reduce traffic, they also raise important ethical questions. Reporter Andrea Vasquez 
discusses some of these questions with Shannon Vallor, Professor of Philosophy at Santa Clara 
University.

URBAN DEVELOPMENT-DECAY

Frederick Law Olmsted: Designing America

12/12/17 at 11 p.m.

56:46

Frederick Law Olmsted: Designing America is a biography of the man who made public parks an 
essential part of American life. Olmsted made enormous contributions to the American landscape and is 
known as the father of American landscape architecture. He was co-designer of Central Park, head of the 
first Yosemite commission, leader of the campaign to protect Niagara Falls, designer of the U.S. Capitol 
Grounds, site planner for the Great White City of the 1893 World's Columbian Exposition, planner of 
Boston's "Emerald Necklace" of green space and of park systems in many other cities. Olmsted's 
pioneering design of the public parks and parkway systems in Buffalo, N.Y. is the oldest coordinated 



system in America and is listed on the National Register of Historic Places. To Olmsted, a park was both 
a work of art and a necessity for urban life. Olmsted's efforts to preserve nature created an "environmental 
ethic" decades before the environmental movement became a force in American politics. With gorgeous 
cinematography, creative animation, and compelling commentary Frederick Law Olmsted: Designing 
America presents the biography of a man whose parks and preservation are an essential part of American 
life.

Shifting Sands: On the Path to Sustainability

10/11/17 at 11 p.m.

56:46

For more than a century, North America's giants in manufacturing (US Steel, Standard Oil and Bethlehem 
Steel) and preservationists battled over a 47-mile stretch of sandy shore along Lake Michigan that 
contains one of the most diverse ecosystems on the planet-the Indiana Dunes region. While the factories 
provided jobs and contributed to the community's economic growth, they also wiped out a tremendous 
amount of rare habitat, and polluted the waterways. In SHIFTING SANDS: ON THE PATH TO 
SUSTAINABILITY, the hour-long documentary takes a look at the decades-long effort to create the 
Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore amid the presence of heavy industry along Lake Michigan. It also 
highlights the collaborative effort to clean up and restore the region. The clash over the Indiana Dunes-
considered to be the birthplace of ecological science in North America-would lead to the creation of 
public policy with worldwide impact, and it would give the United States one of its first urban National 
Parks. Today, that decades-old battle has transformed into a new model of cooperation, where 
industrialists and environmentalists, once bitter adversaries, are now working together to steer this 
community toward sustainability.

WAR-NATIONAL SECURITY

America’s Secret War

10/10/17 at 11 p.m.

56:46

While the United States was publicly engaged in the Vietnam War, a secret conflict was raging just next 
door in the country of Laos. Under the command of the CIA, a full-blown military operation engulfed 
Laos, with a select few of the U.S. Armed Forces participating. At Long Tieng, a secret airbase in the 
heart of Laos, the CIA trained an army of allied guerilla fighters including a large number of the Hmong 
people (an ethnic group from the mountainous regions of southern China, Vietnam, Laos, Myanmar and 
Thailand), to assist in destroying enemy supply lines. The hour-long documentary AMERICA'S SECRET 
WAR uncovers the history of this covert war through the stories of Hmong elders and a rich collection of 
never-been-seen archival images, maps, and documents, including recently declassified CIA intelligence.

Distinguished Wings Over Vietnam

11/21/17 at 11 p.m.



56:50

The film, "Distinguished Wings over Vietnam", tells the honest personal accounts of four combat pilots 
during the Vietnam War. From helicopters to jets, these men reveal how they felt risking their lives in a 
war that was confusing and unpopular, to say the least. They talk about their missions, the close calls, and 
how they were treated when they came home. Saving lives by taking lives, changed them forever.

WOMEN

Changing Face of… The Queen

11/27.17 at 10 p.m.

47:07

For six decades, the face of Queen Elizabeth II has been the most familiar symbol of United Kingdom, 
appearing on British currency and at all major national events. Whether clad in tweed or the crown 
jewels, she's instantly recognizable as one of the most iconic women in the world. By examining the way 
the Queen's royal image and wardrobe have changed over the course of her life, the documentary THE 
CHANGING FACE OF... THE QUEEN tells the story of the royal family - and Great Britain itself - in 
the modern era.

Independent Lens: T-Rex: Her Fight for Gold

12/21/17 at 12:30 p.m. on KPBSDT2

1:26:46

Meet Claressa "T-Rex" Shields, who rose from the streets of Flint, Michigan, and at 17 won the first 
Olympic gold medal for women's boxing in 2012. In this coming-of-age story, life outside the ring may 
be an even tougher fight.

YOUTH

Independent Lens: Newtown

12/11/17 at 11 p.m.

1:26:46

Newtown explores the aftermath of the mass shooting in Newtown, Connecticut, where 20 first-graders 
and six of their educators were killed on December 14, 2012. Joining the ranks of a growing club to 
which no one wants to belong, the lives of several characters profoundly affected by the fallout of gun 
violence interconnect and propel the town toward introspection and action.

POV: Tribal Justice



11/23/17 at 12:30 p.m. on KPBSDT2

1:26:46

Follow two Native-American judges who reach back to traditional concepts of justice in order to reduce 
incarceration rates, foster greater safety for their communities and create a more positive future for their 
youth.


