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Visual Audio Fact check 
Shot of grocery conveyor belt 
with items approaching cam. 
Belt divider marked Measure 
103 is first in line. 

VO: 
With Measure 103 coming at 
us, it’s hard to know what to 
expect. 

 

Belt divider marked Measure 
103 is picked up by off-cam 
cashier. Belt continues to roll, 
and each item has CG label 
move with it. 
CG: Measure 103 
CG: Claims to Ban Grocery 
Taxes 
LOGO 

103 CLAIMS to ban grocery 
taxes, but take a look:  
 
  

The group behind Measure 103 is called “Yes! Keep our groceries tax 
free.” 
 

Shot of bread with CG 
popping up above, reading 
“No Tax.” 
LOGO 

Under 103, this isn’t taxed…  

Soap coming down conveyor 
belt, CG popping up above, 
reading “SOAP TAXED.” 
LOGO 

But we can still see big new 
taxes on soap... 

“Backers of the proposal have acknowledged that the measure still 
allows taxes on other basic necessities such as diapers, medicine and 
feminine hygiene products” 
[Portland Tribune, 6/20/18] 



Pill bottles coming down 
conveyor belt, CG popping up 
above, reading “MEDICINE 
TAXED.” 
LOGO 

And medicine.  “Conversely, the measure's definition of groceries doesn't include 
other basic needs, such as medicine, which leaves the opportunity for 
those items to be taxed by a "Son of 97" type of measure.” 
[Portland Tribune, 9/25/18] 
 
“Son of 97” refers to a potential future gross receipts tax or corporate 
activity tax. 
 
 

Toilet paper coming down 
conveyor belt, CG popping up 
above, reading “TOILET 
PAPER TAXED.” 
LOGO 

Even toilet paper. 

Shot of grocery aisle, with 
labels “TAXED” and “NO 
TAX” marking many items 
along the aisle. 
LOGO 

In fact, 103 could EVEN lead to 
new taxes on items we use 
every day. So we pay, but 
special interests don’t.  
 

Measure 103 exempts many items from new taxes. That means that 
when Oregon adopts some form of consumption-based tax to generate 
a target amount of revenue, like a gross receipts tax, the rates on non-
exempt products will have to be higher. Thus, Measure 103 will lead to 
higher taxes on many products than otherwise would be imposed. 
 
M103 does not prevent taxes on many necessities sold at the grocery 
store, but does prevent changes to the minimum income taxes paid by 
most corporations. 68% of C corporations filed minimum tax returns 
for 2015.  
[Oregon Department of Revenue, FY 2015 corporate income tax data] 
 
Backers of M103 include some of the largest corporations operating in 
Oregon: Kroger, Costco, and Safeway. Together these businesses 
make billions of dollars in sales in Oregon every year.  
[Based on company annual reports, average sales per store, and 
number of stores in Oregon] 
 
Minimum income taxes paid by corporations with over $100 million in 
Oregon sales average just 2 cents per $100 in sales.  
[Oregon Department of Revenue, FY 2015 corporate income tax data] 



Customer paying at cash 
register / shot of basket sitting 
on belt while text appears. 
CG: Measure 103 
CG: Creates Tax Loophole / 
Locks Loophole Into Our 
Constitution 

103 creates a tax loophole for 
specific industries, and locks it 
into the Constitution.  
 

Measure 103 is a constitutional amendment that applies only to 
industries involved with the production, transportation, storage, and 
selling of food. 
 
 

LOGO card. 
PAID FOR BY DEFEND OREGON 

Unnecessary. Misleading. 
Risky. Vote No on Measure 
103. 

Measure 103 is unnecessary.  
Portland City Club concluded “there appears to be no significant threat of a 
grocery tax being sought by any group, with the possible exception of a 
local tax on sugar-sweetened beverages and broad taxes intended to tax 
businesses in all industries.” [Portland City Club] 
 
Any future proposal to tax groceries would go to the ballot, where people 
would get a chance to vote on it.  
 
Measure 103 is misleading.  
M103 purports to prevent new taxes on “groceries” but in reality 
reaches far beyond the grocery store — the measure defines 
“groceries” in a way you’d never 
find in a dictionary. Backers claim it prevents grocery taxes but the 
measure defines groceries so broadly that Factory farms, 
slaughterhouses, warehouses, trucking companies, restaurants, 
railroads, food processors, and convenience stores are just some of 
the 
businesses shielded from taxes 
 

Measure 103 is risky. 
The Portland City Club researched Measure 103 and concluded “ 
Measure 103 has the potential to create significant administrative and 
legal problems in the state because it is not clear what is covered and 
would likely create problems and increase administrative costs for 
collecting taxes from businesses unrelated to the sale of groceries but still 
covered by this measure—including hospitals and trucking companies.” 



[Portland City Club] 
 

 


