
 
 

 
 

 
 

September 26, 2018 
 
 
Via Certified Mail and Email  
 
KATU-TV ch 2, DT ch 43 
Robert Truman, General Manager 
2153 NE Sandy Blvd 
Portland, OR 97232 

 

 
 Re: Election Violation – False Statements (ORS 260.532) 
 
To Whom it May Concern:   
 
This firm represents Yes! Keep Our Groceries Tax Free!, an organization supporting Measure 
103 (2018).  On September 26, 2018, a political action committee opposed to Measure 103 began 
making false statements in a political advertisement airing on several Oregon stations.  The 
political advertisement falsely states that “Under 103 this isn’t taxed, but we can still see big new 
taxes on soap, and medicine, even toilet paper.  In fact, 103 could even lead to new taxes on 
items we use every day.”  The advertisement also includes graphics stating:  
 
 “SOAP TAXED”  
 “MEDICINE TAXED” 
 “TOILET PAPER TAXED.”  
 
(See screen shots of TV ad attached.) 
 
These imagery statements are objectively false because Measure 103 does not impose any taxes.  
Instead, Measure 103 prohibits taxes on groceries, as summarized by the attached ballot title 
written by the Oregon Attorney General.   
 
Publishing false statements in this manner is prohibited by Oregon’s Corrupt Practices Act, 
ORS 260.532, which provides:   
 

“No person shall cause to be written, printed, published, posted, communicated or 
circulated, any letter, circular, bill, placard, poster, photograph or other 
publication, or cause any advertisement to be placed in a publication, or singly or 
with others pay for any advertisement, with knowledge or with reckless disregard 
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that the letter, circular, bill, placard, poster, photograph, publication or 
advertisement contains a false statement of material fact relating to any candidate, 
political committee or measure.” 
 

Accordingly, we demand that you immediately cease and desist from broadcasting 
advertisements that falsely tell voters that Measure 103 imposes taxes. 
  

       Sincerely,  

 
Jill Gibson  

 
Attachments 











 Certified by Attorney General on December 20, 2017. 
                                                                                                          /s/ Keith Kutler                              

                                                                                                          Assistant Attorney General 

 
BALLOT TITLE 

 

Amends Constitution:  Prohibits taxes/fees based on transactions for “groceries” 

(defined) enacted or amended after September 2017 

 

 Result of “Yes” Vote:  “Yes” vote amends Constitution; prohibits state/local 

taxes/fees based on transactions for “groceries” (defined), including those on 

sellers/distributors, enacted/amended after September 2017. 

 

 Result of “No” Vote:  “No” vote retains state/local government authority to 

enact/amend taxes (includes corporate minimum tax), fees, on transactions for 

“groceries” (defined), including on sellers/distributors.  

 

 Summary:  Amends Constitution.  Currently, state/local governments may 

enact/amend taxes/fees on grocery sales, including state corporate minimum tax, local 

taxes.  Measure prohibits state/local governments from adopting, approving or enacting, 

on or after October 1, 2017, any “tax, fee, or other assessment” on 

sale/distribution/purchase/receipt of, or for privilege of selling/distributing, “groceries”, 

by individuals/entities regulated by designated food safety agencies, including 

restaurants, or operating as farm stand/farmers market/food bank. Measure prohibits 

“sales tax, gross receipts tax, commercial activity tax, value-added tax, excise tax, 

privilege tax, and any other similar tax on sale of groceries.” “Groceries” defined as “any 

raw or processed food or beverage intended for human consumption.”  Alcoholic 

beverages, marijuana products, tobacco products exempted.  Other provisions.  

 

 

 

20 Dec 2017 4:27 pm




