
Description of Issue Program Date Time Duration Description of Program

Youth At Risk, Parenting 

Issues, Alcohol Abuse, 

Technology, Developmental 

Disabilities

Radio Health 

Journal
1-Oct 6:30am 13 Min

Fetal alcohol spectrum disorder affects around five percent of the US 

population with mental disabilities and behavioral problems. Researchers 

explain experiments on animals with a new treatment that could eliminate 

the disorder, perhaps even after birth. 

Health Care, Teen 

Pregnancy, Labor and 

Employment, Economics, 

Generational Conflict

Radio Health 

Journal
1-Oct 6:45am 7 Min

Birth rates in the US are at an all time low, and fertility for all age groups 

under age 30 is dropping. Experts explain that it may not be as good a 

thing as we may think, and cite nations like Japan and Italy which are 

facing labor shortages and elderly populations as a result of less-than-

replacement-level fertility.

Immigration, Health Care, 

Public Health, Federal 

Government, Hispanic and 

Latino issues, Discrimination

Radio Health 

Journal
8-Oct 6:30am 13 Min

With the federal government’s crackdown on undocumented immigrants, many of 

them are skipping going to the doctor or the emergency room for fear of 

deportation. Experts discuss. 

Health Care, Youth At Risk
Radio Health 

Journal
8-Oct 6:45am 7 Min

Pregnancy and early childhood are the most common time for a strange disorder 

that prompts people to eat non-food items such as clay or ice. Experts discuss its 

mysterious history. 

Youth At Risk, Education, 

Public Policy, Parenting 

Issues, Economics

Radio Health 

Journal
15-Oct 6:30am 12 Min

Thirty years of research have shown that teenagers’ biology prevents them 

from getting to sleep much before 11pm, and with most high schools 

starting classes around 8 am, they are chronically sleep deprived. Experts 

discuss how students and even the economy would benefit from later start 

times and the reasons many people and school districts still oppose the 

change.   

Women's Issues, Health 

Care

Radio Health 

Journal
15-Oct 6:45am 8 Min

Women undergoing cancer treatment often suffer hair loss and other 

impacts on appearance. A noted beauty expert discusses best ways to deal 

with it.  

Drug Addiction and 

Treatment, Alcohol 

Addiction, Public Health

Radio Health 

Journal
22-Oct 6:30am 13 Min

Scientists are learning the specific workings of the brain when it is addicted to a 

substance or behavior, and showing that all addictions are similar. This gives hope 

of one day developing a drug to combat many addictions. However, the stigma of 

addictions—that they are a moral failing—still looms over the field.

Following is a listing of some of the significant issues responded to by station WBXX 104.9FM, Marshall/Battle Creek, Michigan, along with typical and 

illustrative programming for the period 10-1-2017 to 12-31-2017.  The listing is by no means exhaustive.  The order in which the issues appear does not reflect 

any priority or significance.

Quarterly Issues /Programs List



Natural Disasters, 

Emergency Preparedness, 

Public Safety and Public 

Health

Radio Health 

Journal
22-Oct 6:45am 7 Min

Many people will have to deal with a natural disaster at some point in their lives. 

Two civil defense experts discuss how to be ready before it comes.   

Health and Medicine, 

Women's Issues, Gender 

Issues. Federal Government, 

Economics

Radio Health 

Journal
29-Oct 6:30am 12 Min

Only about a third of research subjects in clinical studies are women. In basic 

research on animals and cells, female models are even more poorly represented. 

This results in poor understanding of how new drugs work on women and 

occasional drug recalls when major side effects are discovered after the fact. 

Experts discuss why such an imbalance occurs, its results, and how the problem is 

being addressed. 

Health Care, Lifestyle Issues
Radio Health 

Journal
29-Oct 6:45am 7 Min

A sleep disorder strangely named "exploding head syndrome" may keep more 

than 10 percent of people awake at night by inflicting them with crashing sounds 

that only they can hear. A sufferer and an expert discuss. 

Environment, Climate 

Change, Agriculture, 

Malnutrition, Poverty, Public 

Health

Radio Health 

Journal
5-Nov 6:30am 12 Min

Rising levels of carbon dioxide in the atmosphere are making crops grow bigger & 

faster. However, researchers have found that these crops contain significantly 

lower levels of protein, iron, zinc, and other important nutrients, potentially 

endangering nutrition for hundreds of millions of people. Experts explain the effect 

will get worse as CO2 levels continue to rise, and what might be done to combat 

the problem. 

Health and Beauty, Health 

Care, Mental Illness, Suicide 

and Prevention

Radio Health 

Journal
5-Nov 6:45am 7 Min

Some people who seek repeated plastic surgery are afflicted with a mental illness, 

body dysmorphic disorder, which distorts their view of their own appearance. 

Experts discuss symptoms and how the disorder may be treated, though few with 

the disorder agree to psychological treatment. 

Public Health, Health Care
Radio Health 

Journal
12-Nov 6:30am 12 Min

Some hospital units have set up handshake bans because too few healthcare 

workers wash hands well enough to keep from spreading germs. The general 

public is even worse at washing hands, which has caused spread of serious 

disease. Some experts say handshakes foster important human connections and 

oppose bans. Experts discuss and describe what it takes to wash hands well 

enough to be “clean.”

Public Health, Environment, 

Economics, Agriculture

Radio Health 

Journal
12-Nov 6:45am 8 Min

Poultry farming has become heavily industrialized, in part through the use of 

antibiotics in feed. This contributes to the spread of antibiotic resistance, as an 

expert author describes.

Health Care, Aging and 

Elderly, Family Issues, 

Housing, Economics

Radio Health 

Journal
19-Nov 6:30am 13 Min

As loved ones age, tough decisions need to be made on finances, housing, and 

other concerns, and these decisions need to be made far earlier than they typically 

are. This is especially true if a person does not have family to act as support and 

caregiver. Two experts discuss managing the transition from complete 

independence as we age. 



Ethics, Public Discourse
Radio Health 

Journal
19-Nov 6:45am 7 Min

Lies aren’t always bad. Often, they’re told to be polite, and compassionate people 

are most likely to tell whoppers. But as the stakes of lies rise, honesty trumps 

kindness. Yet few people are ever able to distinguish when they’re being told lies. 

Experts explain. 

State Auto Insurance 

Reform; State Pension issue

Community 

Focus
20-Nov 6:18am 10:00

State Rep. Dave Maturen explains why he voted against the failed 

Michigan No-Fault Auto insurance reform bill, where we go next, and also 

gives an update of what's being done to fix the state pension plan problems 

in communities across the State. 

Battle Creek Jobs and 

Economic Development

Community 

Focus
26-Nov 6:00am 15:00

Battle Creek Unlimited CEO Joe Sobieralski talks with Tim Collins about downtown 

Battle Creek properties being taken back from the developers 180Urban, as they 

failed to live up to agreements; also, discussion of Medical Marijuana growing and 

processing firms inquiring about properties in the Battle Creek Area, and city 

ordinance related to that.

Health Care, Public Health, 

Elderly and Senior Citizens, 

Family Issues, Ethics, Mental 

Health

Radio Health 

Journal
26-Nov 6:30am 11 Min

Spouses of Alzheimer’s disease patients often struggle with depression while 

caregiving and are desperate for support. Some have started new relationships 

while their loved one is still alive but no longer recognizes them. Acceptance of 

such infidelity is highly individual. Experts and a woman involved in such a 

relationship discuss how it can benefit even the incapacitated spouse, as long as 

families find it acceptable.

Child Abuse, Mental Health, 

Public Health

Radio Health 

Journal
26-Nov 6:45am 8 Min

Researchers have found that severe emotional trauma in childhood triggers 

physical disease later in life, and has a cumulative effect. An award-winning 

science writer who has researched the topic discusses findings. 

Youth At Risk, Labor and 

Employment Issues, Police, 

Crime and Justice System, 

Immigration, Economics

Radio Health 

Journal
3-Dec 6:30am 12 Min

Millions of vulnerable low-wage workers are exploited and trapped, both in the US 

and around the world. Experts discuss why foreigners are especially at risk of 

being intimidated into forced labor and how they might be rescued. 

Health Care, Public Health
Radio Health 

Journal
3-Dec 6:45am 8 Min

Survival rates for pancreatic cancer remain extremely low due in part to the lack of 

screening tests for early detection. An advocate and a genetic counselor discuss 

the state of pancreatic cancer screening and the few alternatives available.  

County Government
Community 

Focus
8-Dec 6:23am 7:00

Calhoun County Board Chairman Derek King recapped the recent meeting 

where the county passed a balanced budget, and talked about savings that 

have been made as a result of the work of several people. 



Medical Marijuana Licensing
Community 

Focus
8-Dec 6:00am 20:00

Callers voiced opinions and concerns regarding whether or not the Battle 

Creek City Commission should allow Medical Marijuana related businesses 

to locale in the city.

Consumerism, Health Care, 

Mental Illness

Radio Health 

Journal
10-Dec 6:45am 7 Min

Some people, especially those in northern latitudes, may get the blues or worse as 

fall sets in and days get shorter. They suffer from seasonal affective disorder, a 

chemical change in the brain caused by decreased exposure to sunlight. Experts 

discuss causes and remedies.  

Sexual Assault Prevention 

and Help

Community 

Focus
17-Dec 6:00am 12:00

Joyce Siegel of Sexual Assault Services talks about the organization, 

changes as the old entity, Child Abuse/Neglect Prevention Council merges 

with SAS, and a new grant to support the effort.

Health and Biology

Community 

Focus
17-Dec 6:12am 16:00

Dr. Bill Miller talks about his book and research into how microbes and 

bacteria affect our bodies, digestion, health, and even evolution.

Health Care, Modern 

Culture, Pop Psychology

Radio Health 

Journal
17-Dec 6:30am 12 Min

Meditation and mindfulness could be in even more demand as civility declines and 

stress increases. An expert explains how it works. 

Consumerism, Health Care, 

Pop Culture

Radio Health 

Journal
17-Dec 6:45am 7 Min

Hiccups are annoying and uncomfortable, and doctors don’t know why we (and 

most other species) get them. An expert explains what hiccups are and why most 

home remedies actually work.

State Government
Community 

Focus
24-Dec 6:00am 10:00

Michigan Governor Rick Snyder on failed auto insurance reform, and a plan to 

address shortfalls in municipal budgets for pensions, state population growth, 

pollution problems, and advice for non-traditional candidates for public office. 

Community Athletics and 

Education

Community 

Focus
24-Dec 6:10am 12:00

Three Pennfield High School alumni talk about the annual holiday basketball 

tournament, and community involvement.

County Government
Community 

Focus
24-Dec 6:23am 4:00

Calhoun County Board Chairman Derek King recapped the recent meeting, 

with a balanced budget update.

Health Care, Consumerism, 

Pop Culture

Radio Health 

Journal
24-Dec 6:45am 8 Min

When a person suffers a severe emotional shock, they may suffer what looks like 

a heart attack but is actually what doctors call “stress cardiomyopathy.” Most 

patients recover but the condition can be fatal, confirming that it is possible to die 

of a broken heart. An expert explains



Local Economy and 

Development

Community 

Focus
31-Dec 6:00am 12:00

Battle Creek Unlimited CEO Joe Sobieralski talks with Tim Collins about a new 

initiative to attract a mini-brewery downtown, a tax abatement request and 

recommendation, the structure and purpose of BCU and other local and regional 

economic development entities.  Also discussed was the status of the proposed 

missile base in Battle Creek.

Alzheimer's Research
Community 

Focus
31-Dec 6:00am 12:00

MSU Researcher Dr. Scott Counts talks with Tim Collins about Alzheimer's 

research and new studies which have revealed 9 factors that could prevent or 

minimize the chances of being stricken with the disease.

Health Care, Women's 

Issues, Consumerism

Radio Health 

Journal
31-Dec 6:30am 13 Min

Polycystic ovary syndrome affects about 10% of American women, but has such a 

wide variety of troubling symptoms that it’s often misdiagnosed. Experts discuss 

the disorder and what women should know. 

Health Care, Public Health, 

Youth At Risk, Poverty

Radio Health 

Journal
31-Dec 6:45am 7 Min

Poor children often can’t access healthcare or other needs in spite of decades of 

efforts. A pediatrician who has established clinics for the poor discusses the 

problem. 

Hunger Prevention
Community 

Focus
1-Oct 6:00am 15 min.

Patty Parker, of the Food Bank, discusses an upcoming press conference 

and new imitative on Self Sufficiency goals with the food supply and 

agencies that serve the poor. 

Public Health
Community 

Focus
2-Oct 6:20am 10 min

Calhoun County Health Department with info about Flu Shot programs for the 

upcoming Flu season. 

Fire Prevention and Safety
Community 

Focus
2-Oct 6:20am 10 min.

Michael MeLeeier, ESCAPE talks about  Fire Prevention Week with the latest 

safety tips and equipment..

Downtown Development
Community 

Focus
8-Oct 6:00am 15 min

Assistant City Manager Ted Dearing talks about downtown development 

efforts by the CCDC and about the status of efforts to preserve Battle 

Creek's Heritage Tower.

Public Safety and Law 

Enforcement

Community 

Focus
15-Oct 6:00am 15 min.

Battle Creek Deputy Chief Jim Grafton talks about "Bad Cops" legislation in 

Michigan.

Local Economy and the Arts
Community 

Focus
22-Oct 6:20am 10 min.

Art Prize winner from Battle Creek, Dick Schlatter, talks about his "A. 

Lincoln" exhibit.

Infant Mortality
Community 

Focus
22-Oct 6:00am 15 min

Jill Wise from Grace Health, Michelle Daetema from the Calhoun County 

Health Department and Co-Chair of the Maternal and Infant Health 

Commission, Elizabeth Schultheiss, Director of Regional Initiatives discuss 

the Kellogg Community Foundation Infant Mortality studiy results. 



Community Empowerment
Community 

Focus
29-Oct 6:00am 15 min.

United Way VP of Community Impact Matt Lynn andRobert Elchert, 

Community Impact Associate discuss the United way campaign and 

benefits to the community.

Public Safety and Law 

Enforcement

Community 

Focus
12-Nov 6:20 AM 10 min

Calhoun County Sheriff Department Emergency Management Supervisor Durk 

Dunham talks about Michigan's Winter Hazards Awareness Week.

Community Empowerment
Community 

Focus
12-Nov 6:00am 15 min.

Brenda Hunt, CEO of the Battle Creek Community Foundation discusses 

their mission, news, and their showcasing of the Art Prize winning exhibit 

"A. Lincoln."

Homelessness
Community 

Focus
19-Nov 6:20am 10 min

Haven of Rest Executive Director Daniel Jones discusses changes in their 

organization and efforts to help the homeless in Calhoun County.

City Government
Community 

Focus
19-Nov 6:00am 15 min

Battle Creek Mayor Mark Behnke and city commissioner Lynn Ward Gray 

talk about the make-up of the city commission, and items they'll be 

addressing in the coming weeks.

Youth At Risk, Health Care, 

Mental Illness, Education, 

Consumerism

Radio Health 

Journal
10-Dec 6:30am 13 MIn

Thirty-five percent of children receiving treatment for mental health issues 

are treated only by a primary care physician, due in part to a shortage in 

pediatric mental health care providers as well as a stigma in consulting 

them. Experts discuss readiness of pediatricians to treat mental illness in 

children and efforts to be sure they’re prepared. 

Mental Health, Environment 

and Natural Disasters, 

Emergency Preparedness, 

Alcohol and Drug Abuse

Radio Health 

Journal
24-Dec 6:30am 12 Min

Mega-storms such as Hurricanes Harvey, Irma and Maria disrupt 

uncounted lives and leave psychological scars that can last for decades 

and recur every hurricane season. Experts who have tracked survivors of 

Hurricane Katrina 12 years ago explain what survivors of new storms can 

expect in their lives. 


