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       This week TWIB told the story of “baseball phenoms,” men who are young, talented 

and destined for stardom in the major leagues. Young phenoms are considered to have so 

much ability they reach the Major Leagues faster than most. Grady Sizemore of the 

Cleveland Indians and Jose Reyes of the New York Mets are considered to be “five tool” 

players. That means they are able to run, field, throw, hit and hit with power at the Major 

League level of performance. New York Mets third baseman David Wright is also known 

both as a “five tool” player and for his “clutch hitting.” The Milwaukee Brewers Prince 

Fielder has both exceptional power and is considered a good hitter. The Florida Marlins, 

like the Mets, have two young men on the left side of the infield. The gifted shortstop 

Hanley Ramirez, the 2006 NL Rookie of the Year, and power hitting veteran third 

baseman Miguel Cabrera, easily meet the standard to be considered “top young 

phenoms.”    

Educational theme: People recognize that there are great challenges that ordinary men 

rise to meet. Youngsters are encouraged to “reach for the moon, because miss it and 

you’ll fall among the stars.” 

Educational theme: Evaluation of physical talent is the initial step in the selection of 

amateur baseball players by professional scouts. The five tools are the categories rated 

and compared to MLB standards.  

 

“Act Two”: Five of the greatest phenoms in MLB history were cited. First at 22-years-

old, Mark “The Bird” Fidrych was the 1976 AL Rookie of the Year. Second at age 20 is 

Al Kaline, who became the youngest man ever to win the batting title when he hit .340 in 

1955. Third is Fernando Valenzuela, who became the first rookie to win the NL Cy 

Young Award. Fourth was Ted “The Kid” Williams who at age 21 became the first 

rookie to lead the AL in RBI with 145 in 1939. And, finally, Bob “Rapid Robert” Feller, 

who made his MLB debut at the age of 17 and soon would strike out 17 in one game.  

       There are some sensational pitching phemons currently in the big leagues whose 

future looks bright. To name a few, TWIB cited the Detroit Tigers Justin Verlander, San 

Francisco Giants rookie Tim Lincecum, the Philadelphia Phillies Cole Hamels, and the 

Florida Marlins Felix Hernandez.    

Educational theme: History is the formal recorded narrative and chronology of events. 

The documentation of athletic achievements and record setting performances become the 

standards that measure accomplishment and achievement.  

Educational theme: Youth is not a limiting factor when measuring successful 

performance. Sometimes the period of early development is the result of quality 

instruction by the teacher and hard work by the student. 

 



“Pitch, Hit and Run”: The TWIBIA answer as to who is the youngest player since 1901 

to win 20 games is Dwight Gooden of the New York Mets. Gooden won his 20
th

 game at 

age 20 years and 282 days in 1985. 

       MLB selects “The Clutch Performer of the Month,” as voted on by the fans. The 

candidates for July include Aramis Rameriz (Chicago Cubs), Ryan Garko (Cleveland 

Indian), Brandon Phillips (Colorado Rockies), pitcher Erik Bedard (Baltimore Orioles), 

Hanley Ramirez  (Florida Marlins), and Ryan Howard (Philadelphia Phillies). After being 

instructed on voting procedures, fans are encouraged to vote for their choice.  

Educational theme: Trivia is the source of fun and excitement from all aspects of 

baseball. Trivia is often the source of baseball lure and legend. In this case, it is also the 

standard for remarkable or outstanding athletes. 

Educational theme: Voting is one of the rights and responsibilities of democracy. 

Children were encouraged to exercise this fundamental right that could be carried into 

adulthood. 

 

“Front Row Fans”: This week’s “Front Row Fan” is Matt Damon, who is a born actor 

with a passion for baseball. Damon was once a young acting phenom but is now the 

consummate professional actor starring in the new film, “The Bourne Ultimatum.” Matt 

shared some baseball memories like his personal experiences at the ’99 MLB All-Star 

Game, the incredible Boston Red Sox comeback to win in the 2004 ALCS and the despair 

he felt when the Red Sox lost the 1986 World Series.  

       As a long time Boston Red Sox fan, Matt was careful not to jinx the team during the 

’04 World Series. Damon watched the first game from his couch in New York and the 

Sox won. Even though he had World Series tickets for the other games in Boston and St. 

Louis, he watched the remainder of games from his couch. He was very careful not to 

“jinx things.”  

Educational theme: Fans and communities often establish passion for teams and 

individual athletes. There is an importance for spectator support on the emotions of 

athletes that leads to enhanced performance. 

Educational theme: Superstition is an irrational belief that something unrelated to an 

event influences its outcome. Superstitions and rituals are integral components of baseball 

mythology.   

 

“How „bout that!”: The hallmark segment  once again showed the best plays of the week 

and some incredibly creative plays that were hard to believe. Infielders are shown making 

diving and sliding plays, strong throws, barehanded pick ups, and incredible spinning 

throws with the glove. Tape measure home runs are chronicled. Outfielders crashed into 

fences to make catches, made over-the-shoulder grabs, and caught fly balls while sliding 

and diving. A few humorous bloopers are shown including a very unusual example of a 

bat breaking during a “check swing.” 

Educational theme: This was a particularly good demonstration of incredible and 

creative baseball skills.  

Educational theme: The artistic value of sport is found in the beauty, grace and rhythmic 

movement of elite athletes. The aesthetic quality of a well-executed play enhances the 

appreciation and enjoyment of baseball.   



Educational theme: Sports pedagogy involves the demonstration of biomechanics, 

strategy and mental components of sport. Once children have carefully watched elite 

athletic skill, it can be understood and then repeated. 


