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       This week TWIB featured the Seattle Mariners because they are one of the four teams 

fighting for the AL wild card spot (at least they were at the time). The Mariners have 

already exceeded all preseason expectations by playing solid baseball while still having 

fun.  TWIB suggests that the key to their success is the fact that a core nucleus of the 

team has been together for three seasons.  Of course, it helps to have a magnificent 

leadoff hitter like Ichiro, who has shown the concentration, preparation and raw baseball 

talent necessary to lead the club. The ace of the pitching staff is the 21-year-old right-

handed pitcher, “King” Felix Hernandez. And the veteran all-star closer J.J. Putz has been 

solid in that role. 

Educational theme: Competition is the essence of sport. Children must learn to accept 

the challenge rather than be afraid of failure. Competition must be seen as an opportunity 

for success. 

Educational theme: Fun can be defined as making wise use of one’s time. Fun leads to 

positive emotional excitement and augments performance of the athlete.  

Educational theme: Building teamwork is the challenge of every organization -- 

building that feeling of oneness and dependence on one another. The question is usually 

not how well each person will play, but how well he or she will play together. 

 

“Act Two”: TWIB presented the “Top Five Things You Didn’t Know About the 

Mariners.” That list included the fact that Ichiro has more hits in his first five seasons 

than any player in MLB history. Felix Hernandez is just the fourth pitcher since 1900 to 

start and win an Opening Day game before his 21
st
 birthday. Ben Broussard was the first 

Mariner to hit a pinch-hit grand slam home run.  And finally, the Mariners finished 

August with a .318 batting average – the highest for any month in Seattle history. 

       The Mariners have produced some of the best local television commercials in the 

baseball business. The acting by the players has been a pleasant break from the 

competitive grind of baseball. Perhaps humor and laughter have been the secret of 

success in Seattle. The Mariners organization has a wonderful history of fun. Thirteen 

years ago, they did a “Jay Buhner Buzz-Cut Promotion,” where fans willing to copy the 

unique “Jay Dome” coiffure were treated to a free admission to the game.   

Educational theme: History is important to help youngsters remember their legacy. If 

children forget the past, they will lose sight of the future. 

Educational theme: Trivia is often considered to be insignificant and inessential, but it is 

a source of great fun for fans of all ages.  Furthermore, it is used to measure 

accomplishment and achievement. 

Educational theme: Promotion is a major component of the business of baseball. The 

purpose of advertising is to motivate people to buy and use a product.     

 



“Pitch, Hit and Run”: The answer to the TWIBIA question was Dennis Eckersley, who 

is the only pitcher to save 30 games and finish with more saves than hits in back-to-back 

seasons. 

       The Clutch Performer of the Month, as voted on by the fans, was announced. The 

August Clutch Performer was New York Yankees left-handed pitcher Andy Pettite. After 

the All-Star break, Pettite has an amazing career record of 105 and 43. That is a .709 

winning percentage. 

        The “Call of the Week” featured Boston Red Sox rookie pitcher Clay Buchholz, who 

threw a no-hitter against the Baltimore Orioles in his second MLB start. 

Educational theme: Trivia is the source of fun and excitement from all aspects of 

baseball. Trivia is often the source of lure and legend.  

Educational theme: Announcing a result is the culminating activity of any election. 

Children can anticipate the announcement and see the result; thereby, learning the 

outcome of their participation in the process.  

Educational theme: Documentation of outstanding achievements and great 

performances is part of sports history. Much of the interest in baseball is based upon 

historic performances that become the measure of accomplishment and achievement. 

 

“Front Row Fans”: This week’s Front Row Fan was Chef Robert Irvine, star of The 

Food Network’s, “Dinner Impossible.” Chicago was the site for Chef Irvine’s challenge, 

where he was asked to feed an entire section of hungry White Sox fans during the seventh 

inning stretch.  Robert created some of the best gourmet ballpark food ever enjoyed in 

baseball. This was ballpark cooking at its best. 

       Fans were invited to vote for the 2007 recipient of The Roberto Clemente Award.  

One lucky voter will win a trip to Game Three of the World Series. 

Educational theme: Attending a MLB game is a multi-faceted experience. One aspect is 

the enjoyable eating of ballpark fare. Much of the American culture is found in the food 

served in the casual culinary experience. 

Educational theme: There are similarities in many types of art that allow diverse 

creative worlds to come together. Creativity can be found on the baseball diamond and 

the kitchen. Creativity is characterized by originality and expressiveness. 

Educational theme: By voting, the fans can exercise a fundamental aspect of democracy 

while paying tribute and honoring the life of an important baseball icon known for his 

character. This is an example of the generosity of spirit. 

 

“How „bout that!”: TWIB continued to show in this classic segment the most amazing, 

spectacular and creative plays of the week. Numerous magnificent home runs and grand 

slams were shown. Outfielders made many diving, leaping and sliding catches. Infielders 

demonstrated leaping catches, barehanded grabs, and backhanded snags and throws. A 

few interesting “bloopers” were included 

Educational theme:  This demonstrated to young athletes the courageous and innovative 

effort needed to play baseball at its highest level. Most young children define ability as 

effort and learning. 

Educational theme: Sports pedagogy involves the demonstration of biomechanics, 

strategy, rhythmic and the mental components of athletics. Once children have carefully 



watched elite skill and effort, it can be comprehended and then executed. Children can 

see the creativity and courage to play sport at the highest level. To be physically educated 

children must learn a multitude of athletic movements and skills. 

Educational theme: The artistic value of sport can be found in the beauty, grace and 

rhythmic movement of premier athletes. The aesthetic value of a well-executed play 

enhances the appreciation and enjoyment of baseball. 
 


