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       This week TWIB gave the viewers an inside look at superstar New York Mets pitcher 

Tom Glavine’s quest for his coveted 300
th

 win. Glavine has five 20-win seasons to his 

credit. Because of his pitching artistry and his reputation as one of the good guys in the 

game, Tom has earned respect from everyone associated with MLB including 

broadcasters, former players, baseball executives, and managers. 

       Glavine the master pitcher changes speeds and varies pitches to disrupt the hitter’s 

timing. But there came a time in his career to make changes. NY Mets’ pitching coach, 

Rick Peterson worked with Tom to make the necessary adjustments.  

Educational theme: Sports pedagogy involves the demonstration and explanation of 

biomechanics, strategy and the mental components of athletics. Once children have 

carefully observed advanced pitching strategy, it can be comprehended and then executed. 

Educational theme: Many people are afraid of change. Adjustments and change are 

necessary in the learning process if one intends to grow and develop. Change is nothing to 

fear; rather it is an opportunity to improve. 

Educational theme: Respect is the act of showing deferential regard or esteem to an 

athlete. This feeling of appreciation and being regarded with honor is the ultimate 

compliment. 

 

“Act Two”: The Five Greatest Moments in Glavine’s 21-season career in MLB are the 

day he signed his professional baseball contract, his first big league win, his first World 

Series win, winning the 1995 World Series, and his landmark 300
th

 win.  

        On a hot, humid, and sultry night at one of the great cathedrals in baseball, 

Chicago’s Wrigley Field, Glavine joined the exclusive “300 Club.” Despite his 

nervousness, Tom demonstrated his characteristic emotional control, as he executed the 

game plan. Glavine has won two Cy Young Awards in addition to his latest 

accomplishment of winning 300 MLB games.  

       As a youngster, Tom was drafted by the LA Kings of the NHL, but chose baseball 

over ice hockey.    

Educational theme: Trivia is an insignificant or inessential matter; however, it is a 

source of fun for fans of all ages. This is much of the lure that makes baseball interesting 

to players and fans alike. 

Educational theme: Emotional control is an important component of an athlete’s 

psychological profile. Maintaining focus and blocking out distractions allows an athlete 

to concentrate on the job at hand. 

Educational theme: Milestones are methods to define achievement and preserve elite 

athletic performances. Records provide much of the tradition of sport. 

Educational theme: Young children are encouraged to be multi-sport and multi-position 

athletes. It is not until the later teen-age years that it is recommended they concentrate on 

a single sport or position. 



 

“Pitch, Hit and Run”: The TWIBIA answer as to which Hall of Fame pitcher never gave 

up a grand slam home run is Jim Palmer of the Baltimore Orioles, who pitched in nearly 

4000 innings over 19 MLB seasons. 

       MLB announced “The Clutch Performer of the Month” as voted on by the fans. 

July’s winner is third baseman Aramis Rameriz of the Chicago Cubs. Since 2001, 

Rameriz has hit 200 home runs, the most by any current MLB third baseman.   

Educational theme: Voting is one of the rights and responsibilities of citizenship in a 

democracy. Children must learn to exercise this fundamental right so they can learn to use 

it as an adult. 

Educational theme: Much of the fun and excitement for fans and players is trivia. Trivia 

is the source of baseball lure and legend. In this case, it is a remarkable standard for 

outstanding athletes.  

 

“Front Row Fans”: This week’s front row fan is actor Kevin James, the star of the hit 

TV show The King of Queens, who expressed his love for the NY Mets. Kevin has named 

his daughter Shea, and also worked the Mets into his new film, “I Now Pronounce You 

Chuck and Larry.” A long-time Mets fan, Kevin’s greatest memory is 1986 when the 

Mets won the 1986 World Series Championship. When he watches the 2007 Mets, he 

feels the same vibes as he did in ’86.    

Educational theme: Fans and communities often establish passion for teams and 

individual athletes. For the player there is an importance for spectator support on their 

emotions that influences enhanced performance. 

Educational theme: Children can discover and appreciate the artistic value of sport in 

the beauty, grace, and rhythmic movement of elite athletes. 

 

“How „bout that!”: This special edition was a tribute to San Francisco Giants’ Barry 

Bonds and New York Yankees’ Alex Rodriguez, a pair of historic home run record 

setters. A-Rod is the youngest player in MLB history to hit 500 home runs. Bonds is the 

all-time career home run leader with 756.  The tribute featured a collection of landmark 

home runs and events in the fabulous careers of these MLB’s superstars.   

Educational theme: Documentation of athletic achievements and record setting 

performances are part of sports history. These become the standards that measure 

accomplishment. 

Educational theme: Landmarks are points of recognition that are ways to call attention 

to and validate a successful baseball career. 


