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       This week’s show was a particularly poignant and a very special show dedicated to 

several amazing children. Especially obvious was the passion for baseball on the faces of 

these kids. Their love for the game began early in life and has manifested itself in a 

variety of ways. 

       Anthony Burrito was born with a severe birth defect that required amputation and 

medical prosthesis from his knees down. Now the 12-year-old Anthony is an all-star 

pitcher and first baseman for the Dr. Phillips Little League in Orlando, Florida. With the 

help of his parents, Anthony hopes to achieve his goal to become a physical therapist with 

the engineering skills necessary to design and make even better prosthetics.        

Educational theme: Medical advancements have permitted athletes with disabilities to 

overcome difficult challenges. No man will ever rise above his self-concept. One’s 

attitude will determine one’s success. 

Educational theme: Mental toughness sometimes involves not being afraid to fail. If you 

are afraid to play with the big dogs, don’t get off the porch. 

Educational theme: Family is the primary provider for achievement and success. A good 

supportive family environment creates an atmosphere of personal commitment that 

separates excellence from mediocrity. Winners are not seduced by the lure of mediocrity.   

 

“Act Two”: “The Top Five…” was a look back at five current MLB players when they 

were children playing baseball before reaching the big leagues. The passion to play 

baseball burned early and brightly in these future stars. Highlighted were the Philadelphia 

Phillies shortstop Jimmy Rollins, New York Yankees outfielder Hideki Matsui, NY Mets 

outfielder Shawn Green, NY Yankees shortstop Derek Jeter, and San Diego Padres 

pitcher Greg Maddux. 

       In Baltimore, TWIB found a four-year-old whiz kid who surely loves baseball. 

Baltimore Orioles super fan Ray Daugherty began attending big league games at just five 

weeks old.  Ray has since gone to hundreds of games and has numerous Orioles players 

he can call personal friends.  Ray can recite many of their statistics off the top of his head.   

Ray says, “I want to be a player when I grow up.” 

       Again TWIB flashed back some 17 years to recall an aspiring baseball writer named 

Tyler Kepner. As a youngster, Tyler began a baseball magazine. He was encouraged to 

continue by his family and professional writers. Today, Kepner is the Yankees beat writer 

for The New York Times. 

Educational theme: Everyone is a role model. There is never a choice. Either one is a 

positive or negative example. In this case, these were boys whose ambitions were to be 

the very best regardless of their chosen endeavors. 

Educational theme: Passion for baseball is a powerful emotion. It is an ardent love and 

boundless enthusiasm of a uniquely American way of life. 



Educational theme: The difference between success and failure can be measured by 

one’s desire. Really wanting to do something is the biggest difference between 

championship and second place teams. 

Educational theme: The game of baseball presents people numerous job opportunities, 

both on and off the field. People can satisfy their desire to stay involved in the game in a 

variety of ways – writing, broadcasting and playing. 

 

“Pitch, Hit and Run”: The TWIBIA answer was Tony Conigliaro. In 1964, Tony hit the 

most home runs by a teenager in one season with 24 at the age of 19. 

       The Clutch Performer of the Month presented two youngsters who made fantastic 

first impressions in their rookie seasons. Fred Lynn was the first man ever to win both the 

AL Rookie of the Year and the Most Valuable Player Awards in the same year. In 1975, 

Fred also led the Boston Red Sox to a most memorable World Series.  

       Twenty six years later in Seattle, the Mariners outfielder Ichiro Suzuki was great 

enough to become the second man to be named the Rookie of the Year and MVP, leading 

his team to a record-setting 116 games.  

Educational theme: Children must understand that there is never a second chance for a 

first impression. Impressions lead to creating one’s reputation, which is what others think 

of you, but not necessarily who you are. 

Educational theme: History is the formally recorded narrative and chronology of events. 

The documentation of athletic achievements and landmark performances become the 

standards that measure accomplishment and achievement. 

 

“Front Row Fans”: The Disney Channel debuted the full-length movie -- “High School 

Musical 2.” As part of the second installment a music video called, “I Don’t Dance,” was 

released.  The music video featured several MLB players making cameo appearances. 

This demonstrates how dancing is as equally difficult as playing baseball, and just as 

“cool.” 

       Actors Corbin Blue and Lucas Grabeel are passionate baseball fans, especially of 

their hometown clubs. Bleu is a New York Yankee fan, while Grabeel supports the St. 

Louis Cardinals. 

       The “Big League Blast” segment honored the courage and perseverance of St. Louis 

Cardinals outfielder Rick Ankiel. Ankiel was drafted in the first round as a pitcher. Rick 

quickly advanced to the big leagues but developed serious control problems. He was sent 

to the minor leagues as a pitcher but returned as a good power-hitting outfielder. 

Educational theme: The similarities of human movement allow the worlds of art and 

sport to be brought together. Rhythmic movement is a component of both the arts and 

athletics; therefore, there is a mutual respect and admiration by fans and participants. 

Educational theme: Excellence can only be attained through striving for perfection, if 

you care enough to do your very best in everything. Persistence and determination are 

omnipotent.  

 

“How „bout that!”: The traditional segment was a very special edition paying homage to 

former New York Yankees Hall of Fame shortstop and broadcaster Phil “The Scooter” 



Rizzuto. Action shots featured not only the best MLB plays of the week, but also archival 

pictures as a tribute to the life and times of Phil.  

Educational theme: To be physically educated, children must learn a multitude of 

athletic movements and skills. Sports pedagogy involves the demonstration of 

biomechanics, strategy, and mental components of athletics. Once children have carefully 

observed elite athletic skill, it can be comprehended and then executed by the learner.  

Educational theme: Some people reach an iconic status when they demonstrate their 

God-given talent and positive character. These people become enduring symbols of all 

that is good in man.  


