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       Entering the final week of the season, the LA Angels of Anaheim are leading the AL 

West. Since 2002, the Angels have had four 90-win seasons and won the ’02 World 

Series. With a talented lineup, solid pitching and most importantly good team chemistry, 

they have the team goal of winning it all. They feature a balanced attack led by eight-time 

all-star Vladimir Guerrero, but they tend to win playing “small ball.” By using creative 

and daring base running, the Angels lead the league in stolen bases and are sixth in runs 

scored.   

       With pitchers John Lackey and Jered Weaver, the Angels have one of the best 

pitching staffs in baseball. Kelvim Escobar is frequently mentioned as a possible winner 

of the Cy Young Award. Closing relief pitcher Francisco Rodriguez earns the save and 

ensures the win for the Angels. 

       The Angels plan to bring this approach to the post-season, especially since they 

understand the challenge and how difficult it is to be a champion.  

Educational theme: The quality of a team’s performance is in direct proportion to their 

commitment to excellence, regardless of the field of endeavor. Goal setting is an initial 

step because it establishes direction of purpose. 

Educational theme: Teamwork is the challenge for every team to build a oneness of 

dependence on one another. The question is how well will they work together. 

Educational theme: Accept the challenge, there are no barriers in life only opportunities 

for success. 

Educational theme: True leaders have the confidence to stand alone, the courage to 

make difficult decisions and the compassion to listen to the needs of others. This is the 

quality of his actions and integrity of his intent. 

 

“Act Two”: The Top Five Things You Might Not Know About the Angels were cited. 

Chone Figgins had 53 hits in June – the most ever in any month by an Angel. In the 2002 

World Series, John Lackey became the first rookie pitcher in 93 years to win the seventh 

and deciding championship game. In the past ten years, Vladimir Guerrero has the second 

most hits and fourth most RBI in MLB. Francisco Rodriguez got his 100
th

 save at age 24 

to become the youngest man ever to accomplish that feat. And finally, Arturo Moreno is 

the first Latin American majority owner of a U.S. sports team. 

       Moreno’s Mexican-American heritage instantly allowed him to become a hit with the 

Latin American community and with the team. Behind Moreno’s leadership, this artfully 

run franchise signed some impressive free agents – notably superstar hitter Vladimir 

Guerrero. With a solid Latin American base both on and off the field and his financial 

commitment to compete, the Angels are a real contender to win the World Series. Arturo 

adores the fans because he understands that without the fans you don’t have a game.  

Educational theme: Trivia is often the source of baseball lore and legend, which leads to 

interest, fun and excitement for both fans and players of all ages. These seemingly 

insignificant facts present insight into the players and game of baseball. 



Educational theme: Real leaders visualize the need, envision the plan and empower the 

team for the action. By the strength of the leader’s commitment, the power of the team is 

unleashed. 

Educational theme: In a multi-cultural society like the United States, the wise 

implementation of diversity brings out the best in everyone involved. Diversity seeks the 

best of the best, regardless of race, color, creed, or country of natural origin.  

Educational theme: Fans and teams form deep and lasting relationships that contribute 

to the significance and total meaning of baseball in the American culture. This is a 

healthy passion and devotion that often gives purpose to life. 

 

“Pitch, Hit and Run”: The answer to the TWIBIA question was Joe Rudi, who had the 

most grand slam home runs for the Angels before Garrett Anderson hit his record-

breaking eighth. 

       TWIB presented “The Clutch Performer of the Month” by featuring some of the most 

important clutch performances in the World Series. The very clutch New York Yankees 

captured five straight World Series Championships from 1949 to 1953. There were seven 

Hall of Famers on those teams, including Joe DiMaggio, Casey Stengel, Yogi Berra, 

Mickey Mantle and Phil Rizzuto.  Since then, just four teams have repeated as World 

Series champions. Only two other teams have managed to win back-to-back-to-back – the 

Oakland Athletics and the New York Yankees. 

       Since 2000, a different team has won the title every year. In the modern format 

today’s champ must win three post-season series, the Yankees record of five straight titles 

seems to be unbreakable.    

       The “Call of the Week” belonged to Gentleman Jim Thome, who hit his 500
th

 career 

home run. 

Educational theme: Trivia is often the source of baseball lure and legend, which leads to 

fun and excitement for fans of all ages. 

Educational theme: Clutch performances are opportunities for players to prove 

themselves under pressure. Successful people recognize the challenges, which ordinary 

persons rise to meet.  

Educational theme: Historical records are informational ways to evaluate performances, 

activity and achievement. This is the account of athletic history collected, written and 

preserved for future generations, while creating interest for both fans and participants. 

 

“Front Row Fans”: This week’s Front Row Fan was actor David Koechner, the star of 

the upcoming sports spoof movie – “The Comebacks.” This sports comedy with an 

underlying theme of silliness is a message of hope for every loser. The cast recognizes 

what makes us fans. Sport reminds us it is all about people and teams competing and 

having fun. The cast understands that the film pays homage to those of whom they are 

making fun. 

       Fans were once again encouraged to vote for this year’s recipient of The Roberto 

Clemente Award. Clememte was a humanitarian and hero, who gave his life generously 

helping earthquake victims in need.  



Educational theme: The primary motivation to play and watch sport is fun. Fun is 

simply the wise use of one’s time that leads to the motivation to continue to play and 

watch.  

Educational theme: Homage is a public gesture of respect. Entertainers and athletes 

have a mutual admiration for the time, effort and hard work needed to succeed.   

Educational theme: Voting is a fundamental right and privilege of democracy. It is 

hoped that children will learn the value of voting that will carry on into adulthood; 

thereby, becoming responsible citizens.  

Educational theme: Generosity of spirit, especially for persons in need, is a critical 

component of character. Remembering iconic acts is crucial to the growth and 

development of children. 

 

“How „bout that!”: TWIB finished with the traditional classic segment of the show by 

showing phenomenal finishes and amazing plays of the week. This was a collection of 

incredible catches, barehanded grabs, creative double plays, dramatic straight steals of 

home, power throws, game-winning home runs and embarrassing bloopers.  

Educational theme: Sports pedagogy involves the demonstration and explanation of the 

biomechanics, strategies, rhythmic and mental components of athletics. Once children 

have carefully observed the effort and skill, it can then be executed. Children see the 

creativity and courage needed to play sport at the highest level. Youngsters must learn a 

multitude of athletic movements and skills to be physically educated.  

Educational theme: The artistic value of sport can be found in the grace, beauty and 

rhythmic patterns of motion performed by the best baseball players in the world. 

Educational theme: This is a special collection of amazing athletic ability, creativity, 

courageous and innovative effort needed to play baseball in the Major Leagues. Because 

young children define ability in terms of effort and learning, this is particularly 

motivational. 


