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Issue: Local News 

 

LAKELAND NEWS (30min.) (Local production) 

Weekly, Monday – Friday at 10pm, repeats Tuesday – Saturday at 5:00, 5:30 & 6:30am. 

Lakeland News fills the void for local News in northern and central Minnesota. The program 

covers the activities, events and people of Lakeland PTV’s viewing area. Lakeland News also 

covers the weather and sports events of the area. 

 

Issue: Health, Healthcare and Welfare 

 

CLASSICAL STRETCH (30min.) 

Mondays, Wednesdays at 12:00pm 

Program promoting physical fitness and wellbeing through stretching. 

 

POV #3006 “Memories of a Penitent Heart” (60 min) 7/31 at 9pm. 

Follow filmmaker Cecilia Aldarondo's investigation-both a love story and a tribute-of a buried 

conflict around her uncle Miguel's death during a time when AIDS was synonymous with sin. 

 

Frontline #2816 “Vaccine War” (60 min) 8/1 at 9pm. 

Join an investigation into the science and politics of vaccine safety. Despite a scientific 

consensus that there is no link between vaccines and disorders like autism, the war over whether 

to immunize children continues. 

 

The Doctor Fix: A New Era of Modern Medicine (60 min) 9/12 at 9pm. 

The Doctor Fix: A New Era of Modern Medicine explores America's evolving healthcare 

system. Through compelling scenes and in-depth interviews with patients, doctors, healthcare 

experts and stakeholders, this hour-long documentary reveals a profession in transition that 

impacts the lives of patients everywhere. 

 

 

Issue: Minnesota politics and legislature 
 

ALMANAC (60min.) 

Weekly, Fridays at 7pm, repeats Saturdays at 5pm 

A Minnesota focused public affairs program 

 

Capitol Report (30 min) Sundays at 10am beginning 9/11/16 

Join Shannon Loehrke for Capitol Report, a weekly public affairs program featuring state policy 

makers’ perspectives on pressing state issues. 

 



 

Issue: Minnesota and regional interests, living, and history 

 

Common Ground –  30 min. – Premieres Thursdays 7:00pm.   

Common Ground explores the unique people, places, and events that surround us here in North 

Central Minnesota.  Each week, we will take viewers on a journey of exploration into the diverse 

art, cultures, and history that help to shape and define our communities.  

 

30th Annual Pioneerland Band Festival (60 min) 9/16 at 9pm. 

Flag Day 2017 marked the 30th Annual Pioneerland Band Festival in Benson, Minnesota. 

Benson has served as host of this premiere marching band event since 1987. 

 

Lakeland Currents – 30 min. – Fridays at 8pm. 

Conversation with local leaders, citizens, and experts about the issues and events that affect 

central and northern Minnesota.  New episode details listed below: 

 

#1025 - 7/21 

It's now summertime here in the northwoods, which means droves of tourists and residents alike 

have been heading to area lakes to fish and recreate out on the water. But, these days, a trip to the 

lake frequently includes a visit with a local watercraft inspector, someone tasked with keeping an 

eye out for unwanted hitchhikers that could further spread aquatic invasive species throughout 

Minnesota's waterways.  

According to the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources, about 5 percent of Minnesota's 

lakes are listed as infested with invasive species -- and that number is growing. In August 2016, 

for example, starry stonewort was found at the Big Turtle Lake boat access in Beltrami County. 

In June, the DNR reported the first new confirmation of zebra mussels in a Minnesota lake in 

2017 when an adult zebra mussel was found in Cedar Lake in Wright County.  

But what exactly does it mean when aquatic invasive species are found?And is there anything 

that can be done to eradicate them? To answer these questions and many more, we welcome to 

the program Nicole Kovar,an invasive species specialist with the Minnesota DNR. 

 

#1026 – 8/18 

The American Medical Association first classified addiction as a disease sixty years ago, yet it 

has been reported that 90 percent of people suffering from addiction will not seek help in any 

given year. 75 percent will never seek help or treatment. But there is a nonprofit organization in 

the area that is seeking to change that. Face It Together Bemidji opened last year, providing 

recovery coaching and support services to those suffering from addiction and to the loved ones 

of those with addictions.  

On this episode of Currents, we welcome to the program Margot Kelsey, the executive director 

of Face It Together Bemidji, and Warren Larson,president of the Face It Together Bemidji board 

of directors. Together, they are going to tell us all about the organization and how it is fostering 

long-term wellness throughout the community. 

 

 

 



 

Backroads – 30 minute episodes, Thursday nights at 7:30pm. 

A live music program featuring local musicians from across north central Minnesota on 

Lakeland Public Television.   

 

Issue: National government and politics 

 

PBS Newshour (60 min. newscast, Weekdays @ 6pm.) 

The PBS NewsHour continues to provide in-depth analysis of current events with a news 

summary, live interviews and discussions of domestic and international issues. 

 

PBS NEWSHOUR WEEKEND, 30 min. 

Saturdays & Sundays at 6pm. 

PBS NEWSHOUR WEEKEND features a summary of the day's national and international news, 

using renowned experts to offer analysis. Each weekend broadcast will contain original, in-depth 

field reporting on topics including education, healthcare, the economy, energy, science and 

technology, religion, finance and the arts. Hari Sreenivasan anchors. 

 

Washington Week, 30min. 

Weekly, Fridays at 9:30pm 

WASHINGTON WEEK, PBS's longest-running public affairs series, features Washington's top 

journalists analyzing the week's top news stories and their effect on the lives of all Americans. 

 

Category:        National Politics/Government 

Series Title:    PBS NewsHour 

Length:          60 minutes 

Airdate:         9/7/2017 6:00:00 PM 

Service:         PBS 

Format:          News (live news only) 

Segment Length:  00:03:04 

 

News Wrap: Equifax data hacked for roughly 143 million Americans 

 

 

Category:        National Politics/Government 

Series Title:    PBS NewsHour 

Length:          60 minutes 

Airdate:         9/7/2017 6:00:00 PM 

Service:         PBS 

Format:          News (live news only) 

Segment Length:  00:03:35 

 

What you need to know about the federal debt ceiling, and why you should care. 

 



Issue: World News & Events 

 

BBC World News America (series, 30 min) Weekdays at 5:30pm 

BBC WORLD NEWS AMERICA delivers coverage and analysis of international events and 

issues with a fresh perspective, connecting the dots between the United States and the world. 

Matt Frei and Katty Kay serve as series anchors. 

 

BBC World News (series, 30 min) Weekdays at 10:30pm 

BBC WORLD NEWS: The latest global news from the world's largest news broadcaster. The 

newscasts contain all the most up-to-date news, interviews, analysis, business reports and world 

sports news. 

 

This is America & the World – Weekly series, 30 minutes – Wednesdays at 11:30pm 

beginning 3/8/17. 

THIS IS AMERICA is entirely devoted to international content with personal conversations, 

roundtable discussions, and on-location mini documentaries with world leaders, newsmakers, 

and extraordinary individuals in the United States and around the world. The 1600 season is 

entirely devoted to international content. Interviews will include foreign ambassadors and world 

leaders as well as authors and journalists writing about foreign affairs. Episodes will include 

travel programs focused on South America, Africa and Europe. 

 

Diana – Her Story (60 min) 8/22 at 7pm. 

Twenty years after Princess Diana's death, this new film reveals her story in her own words. 

What emerges is the narrative of a shy young girl who stepped onto the world stage in 1980 and 

departed in 1997 as its most famous woman. 

 

Frontline #3503 “Terror in Europe” (60 min) 7/11 at 9pm. 

Go inside Europe's fight against the rise of Islamist terrorism. As Europe reels from a terror 

onslaught, top counter-terror officials describe their struggle to contain the unprecedented threat 

revealed by attacks in France and Belgium. 

 

 

Issue: War, Veterans, National Security 

 

The Vietnam War (series, 18 hours) 9/17 – 21 & 9/24 – 28 at 7pm. 

Ken Burns and Lynn Novick tell the epic story of the war as it's never before been told on film. 

The 10-part series features testimony from nearly 80 witnesses, American and Vietnamese, 

bringing the war and its chaotic epoch viscerally to life. 

 

Remember Pearl Harbor (90 min) 8/8 at 8pm. 

Narrated by veteran Hollywood actor Tom Selleck, REMEMBER PEARL HARBOR chronicles 

the personal stories of veterans and citizens who witnessed the surprise attack by the Japanese on 

the American Pacific Fleet on December 7, 1941, launching the United States into World War II. 

Using archival footage and photos and graphics, the documentary shows in detail the bombings 

on Oahu, along with the fiery explosion of the USS Arizona, the sinking of the USS Oklahoma, 



and the attacks on Hickam Field, as well as on other parts of the island. REMEMBER PEARL 

HARBOR documents the 75th anniversary, the tragic events and the courageous acts of those 

who were in or near Pearl Harbor on that day. The film includes first-person accounts from 

sailors, airmen, soldiers and civilians, including Lou Conter, USS Arizona; James Downing, 

USS Virginia; Vernon Carter, US Army Air Corps, Hickam Field;and Barbara Kotinek, who was 

just six years old at the time and lived within eyesight of Pearl Harbor. 

 

Violins of Hope: Strings of the Holocaust (60 min) 7/17 at 9pm. 

For Jews during the Holocaust, there wasn't much reprieve from the despair and horror 

surrounding them, but music-particularly that of violins, which hold an important role in Jewish 

culture-offered temporary solace and a glimmer of humanity. Violinists in concentration camps 

were sometimes treated better and even spared their lives because of their ability to play this 

important instrument. Narrated by Adrien Brody ("The Pianist" and "The Grand Budapest 

Hotel"), VIOLINS OF HOPE: STRINGS OF THE HOLOCAUST follows the journey of Israeli 

violinmaker Amnon Weinstein in his efforts to restore violins recovered from the Holocaust, and 

captures the lessons and highlights the music the instruments now bring to others. These special 

artifacts from the Holocaust, which Weinstein has dubbed the "Violins of Hope," include 

instruments that were played by Jewish prisoners in concentration camps and others that 

belonged to the Klezmer musical culture. The program chronicles the journey of the instruments 

from Weinstein's small workshop in Tel Aviv, Israel, where he has worked for two decades to 

repair the violins to Cleveland, where they were brought in 2015. During this U.S. visit, the 

violins were on display for the community as part of a traveling exhibit, used as teaching tools in 

classrooms, and played by music students and orchestras. 

 

Hunting in Wartime (60 min) 7/29 at 9pm. 

"Hunting in Wartime" profiles Tlingit veterans from Hoonah, Alaska who saw combat during the 

Vietnam War. The veterans talk about surviving trauma, relating to Vietnamese communities, 

readjusting to civilian life, and serving a government that systematically oppresses native people. 

Their stories give an important human face to the combat soldier and show the lasting effects of 

war on individuals, families and communities. 

 

They Were our Fathers (60 min) 8/26 at 9pm. 

More than 20,000 American children lost their fathers in Vietnam. They Were Our Fathers 

shares the stories of these Gold Star sons and daughters as they honor their dads on Father's Day 

at the Vietnam Veterans Memorial in Washington D.C. 

 

 

Issue: Economy and Business 

 

Category:        Economy 

Series Title:    PBS NewsHour 

Length:          60 minutes 

Airdate:         9/6/2017 6:00:00 PM 

Service:         PBS 

Format:          News (live news only) 

Segment Length:  00:05:33 



 

What Trump’s deal with Democrats means for the GOP. President Trump has sided with 

Democrats in a deal to tie $7.9 billion in Hurricane Harvey relief to funding the government and 

raising the debt ceiling. The deal complicates relations with Republicans, who wanted a longer-

term fix to the debt ceiling. John Yang unpacks the proposal and what it means for the agenda 

awaiting Congress with Erica Werner of the Associated Press. 

 

 

Issue: Minorities/Civil Rights 

 

Justice for My Sister (60 min) 8/7 at 9pm. 

Justice for My Sister follows one Guatemalan woman during her three-year battle to hold her 

sister's killer accountable. She encounters many obstacles: a police record that is missing, a judge 

who is accused of killing his own wife, and witnesses who are too afraid to testify. In the end, 

Rebeca emerges as a leader in her community with a message for others: justice is possible. 

Common Ground #804 (60 min) 7/13 at 7pm. 

Follow some of the key people involved in Bemidji's Shaynowishkung Statue committee as they 

collaborated with living relatives of the great leader and peacemaker Shaynowishkung, "He Who 

Rattles". Hear from those who worked to create an aesthetically high quality, culturally sensitive, 

and historically accurate portrayal in bronze of the man who lived through a tumultuous time of 

war & colonization where the city of Bemidji would grow. 

 

Issue: Women’s Issues 

 

My Love Affair with the Brain (60 min) 7/24 at 9pm. 

How can you not fall in love with a woman who carries around a preserved human brain inside a 

giant flowery hat box? Meet Dr. Marian Diamond, renowned academic and research scientist, 

and prepare to be smitten. Catherine Ryan and Gary Weimberg's film follows this remarkable 

woman over a 5-year period and introduces the viewer to both her many scientific 

accomplishments and the warm, funny, and thoroughly charming woman herself, who describes 

her 60-year career researching the human brain as "pure joy." As one of the founders of modern 

neuroscience, it's no exaggeration to say that Dr. Diamond changed science, and society at large 

in dramatic ways over the course of her career. Her groundbreaking work is all the more 

remarkable because it began during an era when so few women entered science at all. Shouted at 

from the back of the conference hall by noteworthy male academics as she presented her 

research, and disparaged in the scientific journals of a more conservative era, Dr. Diamond 

simply did the work and followed where her curiosity led her, bringing about a paradigm shift 

(or two) in the process. As she points out, in order to get to the answers that matter, you have to 

start by asking the right questions. 

 

To the Contrary (30 min, series) Mondays at 5:30am 

This weekly news analysis program is the only woman-centered national news/talk show on 

television. Dedicated to the premise that women of all ethnic backgrounds and political 

persuasions are an important part of the national dialogues, the series provides a platform for the 

multifaceted views of involved, informed women journalists and commentators. Topics range 



from women's health to family issues to women in the workplace, the environment, women in 

finance and education. 

 

Women of ’69: Unboxed (60 min) 7/8 at 9pm. 

A group of women, college classmates, who were both electrified and pummeled by the turbulent 

surf of the 60s, look back, then ahead, as they turn 65, ruminate on their heartaches and triumphs, 

and evaluate the "dowry" they'll leave for future generations. If their parents were the Greatest 

Generation, perhaps this generation was the Loudest.They changed the world, at least in their 

fevered dreams, and the world changed them. Meanwhile, time has had its way with them... 

 

Balancing the Scales (60 min) 8/21 at 9pm. 

BALANCING THE SCALES provides an insightful look at the story of female lawyers in 

America. The film chronicles pioneering attorneys, including twins Ruby and Ruth Crawford 

(who first began practicing law in the 1940s), as well as contemporary stories detailing the 

challenges that women in the legal profession still face today. Through interviews conducted 

over the past 20 years with Supreme Court Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg and her daughter, 

Columbia law professor Jane Ginsburg; civil rights attorney Gloria Allred and her daughter, 

attorney and media figure Lisa Bloom; State Supreme Court and Appellate Court Justices; as 

well as female equity partners, women of color, young associates, and law-school students - the 

documentary examines a range of topics from discrimination and work/life balance to what it 

takes to become a partner in today's law firms. BALANCING THE SCALES also explores the 

persistent cultural bias that childcare is primarily a woman's role, and societal views about the 

value of care-giving vs. the value of professional careers. Through interviews conducted over the 

past 20 years with Supreme Court Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg and her daughter, Columbia law 

professor Jane Ginsburg; civil rights attorney Gloria Allred and her daughter, attorney and media 

figure Lisa Bloom; State Supreme Court and Appellate Court Justices; as well as female equity 

partners, women of color, young associates, and law-school students - the documentary examines 

a range of topics from discrimination and work/life balance to what it takes to become a partner 

in today's law firms. BALANCING THE SCALES also explores the persistent cultural bias that 

childcare is primarily a woman's role, and societal views about the value of care-giving vs. the 

value of professional careers. 

 

Issue: Youth 

 

Category:        Youth 

Series Title:    PBS NewsHour 

Length:          60 minutes 

Airdate:         9/5/2017 6:00:00 PM 

Service:         PBS 

Format:          News (live news only) 

Segment Length:  00:06:48 

 

Online grad programs offer degrees at significant savings. As technology evolves and more 

online graduate programs become available at a much lower cost, should we reconsider 

traditional higher education in a classroom setting? Hari Sreenivasan reports on how some 



students earning master’s degrees at Georgia Tech are paying little or nothing for online courses 

from a top program. 

 

 

Issue: Religion 

 

Martin Luther: The Idea that Changed the World (120 min) 9/12 at 7pm. 

An obscure monk challenges kings and popes, sparking seismic cultural changes. The movement 

called the Reformation would fuel the drive toward individualism, religious freedom, improved 

education, and women's rights. Hugh Bonneville narrates. 

 

Issue: Aging/Senior Citizens 

 

Category:        Aging 

Series Title:    PBS NewsHour 

Length:          60 minutes 

Airdate:         7/6/2017 6:00:00 PM 

Service:         PBS 

Format:          News (live news only) 

Segment Length:  00:03:34 

 

Growing up, Georgina Kleege hated Helen Keller; she saw the famous author and activist as a 

reproach to her own experience as a young blind woman. But she found a new way to relate to 

Keller later on, writing her a book of letters. Kleege, a lecturer at University of California, 

Berkeley, offers her Brief but Spectacular take on blindness. 

 

 

Category:        Aging 

Series Title:    PBS NewsHour 

Length:          60 minutes 

Airdate:         7/7/2017 6:00:00 PM 

Service:         PBS 

Format:          News (live news only) 

Segment Length:  00:54:08 

 

Friday on the NewsHour, President Trump and Russian President Putin hold their first face-to-

face meeting on the sidelines of the G20 summit. Also: We sit down with the U.S. defense 

minister, Republicans consider alternatives in their fight over health care reform, low-income 

housing that supports healthy living, Brooks and Marcus on the week's news and a language 

expert's defense of social media. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Issue: Crime/Legal Issues/Law Enforcement 

 

Frontline #3514 “Life on Parole” (60 min) 7/18 at 9pm. 

Follow former prisoners through the challenges of their first year on parole. With unique access, 

the film goes inside the effort to change the way parole works in Connecticut and reduce the 

number of people returning to prison. 

 

Category:        Crime/Legal Issues/Law Enforcement 

Series Title:    PBS NewsHour 

Length:          60 minutes 

Airdate:         7/3/2017 6:00:00 PM 

Service:         PBS 

Format:          News (live news only) 

Segment Length:  00:08:04 

 

Every morning, parents and undocumented Mexican immigrants Lola and Jose live in fear that 

they will be separated from their children, who are U.S. citizens. Special correspondent Portia 

Young of Milwaukee Public Television reports from Wisconsin on life for their family, and the 

debate over immigration enforcement during the Trump administration. 

 

 

 

Issue: Science/Technology 

 

Nova #4411 “Eclipse Over America” (60 min) 8/23 at 7pm. 

Join scientists and citizens alike as they observe the first total solar eclipse to traverse the US 

mainland in more than a generation. Discover the storied history of eclipse science and follow 

current, cutting-edge research into the solar corona. 

 

Farthest: Voyager in Space (120 min) 8/23 at 8pm. 

Launched in 1977, NASA's epic Voyager missions revolutionized our understanding of Jupiter, 

Saturn, Uranus, Neptune, and their spectacular moons and rings. In 2012, Voyager 1 left our 

solar system and ushered humanity into the interstellar age. 

 

Nova #4412 “Death Dive to Saturn” (60 min) 9/13 at 8pm. 

For over a decade, the Cassini space probe has been sending dazzling images of Saturn's 

breathtaking rings and mysterious moons. Join NOVA on a suspenseful ride during Cassini's 

final hours as it dives into Saturn's atmosphere. 

 

 

Issue: American History/Biography 

 

Summer of Love: American Experience (60 min) 7/25 at 7pm. 

View a complex portrait of the notorious Haight-Ashbury event that many consider the peak of 

the 1960s counter-culture movement. Hear interviews with a range of individuals, including 

politicians, runaways, police officers, residents and scholars. 



 

Bomb – (120 min) 8/15 at 7pm. 

See how America developed the most destructive invention in human history - the nuclear bomb 

- how it changed the world and how it continues to loom large in our lives. Hear from historians 

and those who experienced the dawn of the atomic age. 

 

Boys of ’36: American Experience (60 min) 8/1 at 7pm. 

Explore the thrilling story of the American rowing team that triumphed at the 1936 Olympics in 

Nazi Germany. Inspired by #1 best-seller The Boys in the Boat, the film follows the underdog 

team that took the nation by storm when they captured gold. 

 

Capitol Fourth 2017 (90 min) 7/4 at 7pm. 

Celebrate our country's 241st birthday with an all-star musical extravaganza broadcast live from 

the West Lawn of the U.S. Capitol. With cameras positioned around the city, viewers are front 

and center for the greatest display of fireworks anywhere. 

 

Issue: Education 

 

Job Centered Learning (60 min) 8/19 at 9pm. 

Many economist, business owners, and labor leaders have raised alarm about a rising skills gap 

in the United States between the jobs that are available and those with the skills needed to fill 

them. Job Centered Learning, a very timely film, takes a critical look at the wide range of career 

education some high schools are offering as a way of both closing this gap as well as making 

education more meaningful and relevant for students. 

 

Issue: Environment/Nature 

 

Wild Alaska Live (three – 60 minute programs) July 23, 26, 30 at 7pm. 

Airing live over three nights with hosts Martin and Chris Kratt, PBS, in partnership with the 

BBC, will turn the cameras on a must-see natural spectacle as thousands of the world's wildest 

animals gather to take part in Alaska's amazing summer feast. 

 

Earth’s Natural Wonders (series, 60 min each) 8/30 and 9/13 at 7pm. 

Explore the most extraordinary places on the planet in this series. Visit six continents to learn 

how these natural wonders evolved and hear rarely told stories about the challenges their 

inhabitants face. 

 

India: Nature’s Wonderland (2 part series, 60 min each) 8/9 & 8/16 at 7pm. 

Join wildlife biologist Liz Bonnin, actor Freida Pinto and mountaineer Jon Gupta to explore 

India's natural wonders. From tigers and gibbons to elephants and rhinos, the sacred Ganges to 

tea plantations, experience the subcontinent's marvels. 

 

Rare: Creatures of the Photo Ark (3 part series, 60 min each) 7/18, 25 and 8/1 at 8pm. 

Discover the diversity, beauty and value of thousands of animal species at risk of extinction, and 

travel the globe with renowned photographer and Photo Ark founder Joel Sartore in his quest to 

save them. 



 

Between Earth and Sky: Climate Change on the Last Frontier (60 min) 8/16 at 9pm. 

Alaska has been the source of myth in the imagination of Americans for centuries, and what was 

once the last frontier of American expansion has become the first frontier in climate change. 

Between Earth and Sky examines climate change through the lens of impacts to native Alaskans, 

receding glaciers, and arctic soil. 


