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Issue: Local News 

 

LAKELAND NEWS (30min.) (Local production) 

Weekly, Monday – Friday at 10pm, repeats Tuesday – Saturday at 5:00, 5:30 & 6:30am. 

Lakeland News fills the void for local News in northern and central Minnesota. The program 

covers the activities, events and people of Lakeland PTV’s viewing area. Lakeland News also 

covers the weather and sports events of the area. 

 

Issue: Health, Healthcare and Welfare 

 

CLASSICAL STRETCH (30min.) 

Mondays, Wednesdays at 12:00pm 

Program promoting physical fitness and wellbeing through stretching. 

 

Frontline #3403 “Supplements and Safety” – 60 min, 6/27/17 at 9pm. 

Follow an investigation of the hidden dangers of vitamins and supplements, a multibillion-dollar 

industry with only limited FDA oversight. Explore the risks of taking mega-doses of vitamins 

and examine how they are marketed and regulated. 

 

Food - Delicious Science – Three 60 min episodes, May 17, 24, and 31 at 9pm. 

Food - Delicious Science is the thrilling science story of the food on your plate and the physics, 

chemistry and biology that lies hidden inside every bite. Across three episodes we use the latest 

imaging techniques to reveal this inner world of food and we reveal along the way why such a 

variety of foods have ended up in our diet and how they affect our lives. When viewed at the 

microscopic level, food resembles a vast range of alien landscapes that shift in remarkable ways 

as we cook them. Each time we eat, a cascade of biological reactions is set off inside our bodies: 

from flavor explosions in the mouth; to an energy rush; to occasionally triggering waves of 

disgust.And how these ingrained human reactions and cravings for food have deep evolutionary 

roots that offer a whole new way of thinking about our relationship to the modern diet. The 

science is set against sumptuous location photography shot across the world: from the oldest rice 

terraces in the Philippines to an ancient variety of potato in the Andes Mountains of Peru; from 

the corn fields of Mexico to the milk dairies of Bulgaria as we seek the origins of some our 

favorite foods to deepen our understanding of why we eat them. This is food as you've never 

seen it before. 

 

 

Issue: Minnesota politics and legislature 
 

ALMANAC (60min.) 

Weekly, Fridays at 7pm, repeats Saturdays at 5pm 



A Minnesota focused public affairs program 

 

Capitol Report (30 min) Sundays at 10am beginning 9/11/16 

Join Shannon Loehrke for Capitol Report, a weekly public affairs program featuring state policy 

makers’ perspectives on pressing state issues. 

 

Your Legislators – 60 minutes – Thursdays at 8pm beginning 1/5/17 

A weekly update from Pioneer Public TV.   Roundtable format show with Minnesota Legislators 

and the issues they are currently dealing with at the legislature in St. Paul. 

 

ALMANAC AT THE CAPITOL, 30 min. 

Weekly, Wednesdays at 10:30pm beginning 1/4/17 

Produced by TPT, this is a weekly update of events and people at the state capitol. 

 

Issue: Minnesota and regional interests, living, and history 

 

Common Ground –  30 min. – Premieres Thursdays 7:00pm.   

Common Ground explores the unique people, places, and events that surround us here in North 

Central Minnesota.  Each week, we will take viewers on a journey of exploration into the diverse 

art, cultures, and history that help to shape and define our communities. New episode details 

listed below: 

 

4/6/17 #810 

In this two-segment episode, Bemidji graduate Jeremiah Liend returns home to direct his 

insightful, experimental crowd-sourced comedic play and lends acumen to his creative process as 

a dramatist. Also featured, Bob Gatts of Cushing Minnesota's Obligato Violin & Guitar Shop 

demonstrates his hands-on process to rehair a treasured violin bow for a regular customer. 

 

4/13/17 #811 

In this episode, we start in Fosston, Minnesota's Northern Woolen mills, and stop at several of 

the artists studios along the way including those who create beauty with fibers, be it traditional 

needle-and-thread, warm wool blankets on a hand loom, or beautifully functional rattan baskets. 

2017's Pine to Prairie Fiber Arts Studio Tour happens this April 21st & 22nd. 

 

4/20/17 #812 

In this episode, join geocahers, who take to our trails to find containers marked by GPS (global 

positioning system) coordinates as a healthy, semi-competitive outdoor activity. Hear the history 

of this relatively new culture, which spawned & influenced smart-phone variants like Ingress and 

the vastly popular Pokemon Go, as a Cass Lake family enjoys geocaching, journeying, problem 

solving, and cooperating to find hidden "track-able" treasures. 

 

4/27/17 #813 

In this Season 8 finale' episode, experimental archaeologist Grant Goltz shares his theory of how 

pre-contact indigenous people of our area made durable, multi-functional Blackduck pottery, 

with a group of First Nations Women from Winnipeg, Canada. While Goltz's hands-on 



discoveries often don't gain acceptance with established academia in the U.S., his experience and 

knowledge is greatly respected across the border by our neighbors to the North. 

 

 

Lakeland Currents – 30 min. – Fridays at 8pm. 

Conversation with local leaders, citizens, and experts about the issues and events that affect 

central and northern Minnesota.  Episode details listed below: 

 

4/7/17 Currents #1018 

On this episode of Lakeland Currents, host Bethany Wesley welcomes Judy Richer, the 

coordinator of Bridges Career Academies in the Brainerd area, and Jen Voge, the coordinator of 

Bemidji Career Academies at Bemidji High School. Together, they will discuss how high 

schools throughout the region are helping their students explore potential career paths through 

Career Academies. Career Academies provide coursework and real-world workplace experiences 

for students who want to learn more about, observe, and, in many cases actually acquire, the 

foundational skills necessary to obtain employment and thrive within a specific industry. 

 

4/14/17 Currents #1019 

When you think about your local property taxes, what are the priorities you think they should 

fund? Police officers? Road repairs? Perhaps park improvements?  

For tonight's discussion, we are going to focus on a core service that you quite possibly may 

never need, yet always expect to be readily available: fire protection.  

The Minnesota State Fire Marshal reports that there were more than 14,000 fire incidents 

reported throughout the state in 2015. Of those, 4,675 were residential structure fires causing 

more than $130 million in total dollar loss.  

On average, a fire is reported once every 37 minutes in Minnesota, according to the Fire 

Marshal. More specifically, a structure fire is reported once every 86 minutes.  

But statistics only tell part of the story, and so, tonight, I welcome to the program two fire chiefs. 

David Hoefer is the chief of the Bemidji Fire Department and Seth Tramm is the chief of the 

Solway Fire Department. Together, they will inform us of the services provided by their 

respective departments and discuss the considerations that go into fire department planning. 

 

4/21/17 Currents #1020 

In 2002, the city of Bemidji received more than $3.2 million in Local Government Aid. But by 

2008, Bemidji's LGA had dropped by just about $1 million. In response, the city raised its 

property tax levy and cut overtime for all departments, among other actions.  

Bemidji is not unique.  

There is clearly a link between fluctuating LGA amounts and cities property taxes, particularly in 

outstate Minnesota. The Coalition of Greater Minnesota Cities reports that 65 percent of cities 

increased their tax rates in the year before LGA was partially restored; the following year, once 

additional LGA funds were in hand, nearly 63 percent of cities decreased their tax rates. Today, 

the Coalition continues to lobby state lawmakers to restore LGA to its 2002 funding levels, 

asking the Legislature for a $45.5 million increase in LGA funding.  

To talk us through this proposal and its potential impacts, host Bethany Wesley welcomes to the 

program Bradley Peterson, the executive director of the Coalition of Greater Minnesota Cities, 

and Nate Mathews, the Bemidji city manager. 



 

4/28/17 Currents #1021 

On this episode of Lakeland Currents, we focus our spotlight on housing. More specifically, we 

will be discussing a growing need in outstate Minnesota for the development of more Workforce 

Housing.  

While you may hear occasionally the need for job growth throughout greater Minnesota, in some 

cities the jobs are there - or could be there - but the companies that are wanting to expand, or 

establish themselves there, are reluctant to do so because there is not enough middle-income 

housing for would-be employees.  

So what exactly is Workforce Housing and why is there a shortage of it? To answer these 

questions, and to discuss potential solutions, host Bethany Wesley welcomes to the program, 

Dan Dorman, the executive director of the Greater Minnesota Partnership, and Tim Flathers, the 

executive director of the Headwaters Regional Development Commission. 

 

5/5/17 Currents #1022 

On this episode of Lakeland Currents, host Ray Gildow welcomes Dr. Seth Dokken, Optometrist 

at the Staples Eye Clinic. Together, they will be discussing eye health and the steps you can take 

to protect your vision. In particular, they will examine three of the more common eye diseases 

and conditions - cataracts, glaucoma and macular degeneration. Through new prevention and 

surgical techniques, eye diseases like these can often be diagnosed early and treated successfully. 

 

5/12/17 Currents #1023 

Approximately 70 million dogs and 36 million cats are owned by Americans and kept as 

household pets, according to statistics from the American Veterinary Medical Association.  

But what about those animals that have no home? About 6.5 million companion animals enter 

U.S. animal shelters each year, according to the American Society for the Prevention of Cruelty 

to Animals. Locally, Great River Rescue is the shelter in Bemidji that houses homeless cats and 

dogs from the region, providing care for the animals as they seek their forever homes. Since its 

inception in 1977,the shelter has helped more than 10,000 animals.  

To help us learn more about Great River Rescue and its operations, we welcome to the program 

Brandon Mustful, its executive director, and Terri Ball, its board chair. 

 

6/9/17 Currents #1024 

In 2010, the suburb of Burnsville became the first city in Minnesota to embrace the use of body-

worn cameras for its police officers. Today, Burnsville is far from alone. It has been reported that 

more than 40 Minnesota law-enforcement agencies, including the Minneapolis Police 

Department, have also taken steps toward utilizing such cameras.  

The Bemidji Police Department is now among them. Bemidji Police Chief Mike Mastin has 

announced his intention to equip his officers with body-worn cameras yet this year.  

In developing the policy for such cameras, Chief Mastin and the Bemidji Police Department 

have reached out to the community, both with a survey and public meeting to gauge community 

interest and collect public comments.  

Tonight, I welcome Chief Mastin to our program to continue the discussion of what body-worn 

cameras are, what they record, and how they could help strengthen the relationship between the 

police and the public. 

 



Glensheen and the Congdon Legacy – 60 min, 6/5/17 at 7pm. 

Minnesota's most-visited house museum, Glensheen, is much more than its beautiful 

landscaping, rich design, and historic status. It's a tribute to a family that put down deep roots in 

northern Minnesota, whose good works live on more than a century after their "home place" was 

built. This new WDSE documentary reveals the legacy left by the Congdon family and their 

gracious mansion. Glensheen is a true Minnesota original, preserved intact for future 

generations. It is a story of hard work, fortunate timing and a life-long pursuit of knowledge. Join 

us to learn more about the family who lived at Glensheen, the staff who served them and the 

legacy of this historic estate and the Congdon family. 

 

 

Backroads – 30 minute episodes  

A live music program featuring local musicians from across north central Minnesota on 

Lakeland Public Television.  New episodes listed below: 

 

4/20/17 at 7:30pm - Backroads #2007 

Shannon Murray is a folk/punk musician and storyteller from Bemidji, Minnesota. Tackling 

guitar playing, and songcraft like it's a contact sport, her music is intensely political, and deeply 

personal. She is heavily influenced both stylistically and conceptually by her upbringing in a 

working class, non-musical family in rural Minnesota, and by the many talented musicians who 

also call the northwoods home. Despite a late introduction to guitar and songwriting in college, 

and a myriad of assertions from music teachers growing up that she lacked aptitude, Shannon has 

developed a sound, style, and perspective that is uniquely her own. She has just finished her 

seventh independent, solo album 'Collecting Anchors" and is currently working on delving 

deeper into her work preserving working class history and music in her "People's Music" series 

through a 2015-2016 Hinge Artist Residency with Springboard for the Arts, where she is 

exploring the connections between poverty, trauma and mental health in the personal histories of 

patients admitted for mental health treatment to the Fergus Falls State Hospital from 1890-1920. 

She also performs in the Bemidji based post-punk band Cheerless. 

 

 

4/27/17 at 7:30pm - Backroads #2008 

Corey Medina is a Navajo Native Blues-Rock artist from Shiprock, New Mexico who moved to 

Bemidji, MN 4 years ago. He just released his first album in May of 2015 and has since been 

featured on several Blues festivals, radio shows, TEDx in Gull Lake and just recently made a few 

debuts in the Twin Cities Area. Corey and his blues rock Trio ( Corey Medina & Brothers) have 

gained much momentum with their high intensity yet soulful rock sound in the Northern 

Minnesota area. Corey has recently moved to the Northern Minneapolis area and is networking 

with venues and musicians all across the state. The band, Corey Medina & Brothers also includes 

Eric Sundeen on drums and Gary Broste on Upright bass. 

 

 

 

 



Issue: National government and politics 

 

PBS Newshour (60 min. newscast, Weekdays @ 6pm.) 

The PBS NewsHour continues to provide in-depth analysis of current events with a news 

summary, live interviews and discussions of domestic and international issues. 

 

PBS NEWSHOUR WEEKEND, 30 min. 

Saturdays & Sundays at 6pm. 

PBS NEWSHOUR WEEKEND features a summary of the day's national and international news, 

using renowned experts to offer analysis. Each weekend broadcast will contain original, in-depth 

field reporting on topics including education, healthcare, the economy, energy, science and 

technology, religion, finance and the arts. Hari Sreenivasan anchors. 

 

Washington Week, 30min. 

Weekly, Fridays at 9:30pm 

WASHINGTON WEEK, PBS's longest-running public affairs series, features Washington's top 

journalists analyzing the week's top news stories and their effect on the lives of all Americans. 

 

Frontline #3513 “Bannon’s War” – 60 min, 5/23/17 at 9pm. 

President Trump's advisor Stephen Bannon's war - with radical Islam, Washington, and White 

House rivals. The story of Bannon's fight to deliver on Trump's promises, with a confrontational 

style based on his personal crusade to dramatically transform America. 

Issue: World News & Events 

 

BBC World News America (series, 30 min) Weekdays at 5:30pm 

BBC WORLD NEWS AMERICA delivers coverage and analysis of international events and 

issues with a fresh perspective, connecting the dots between the United States and the world. 

Matt Frei and Katty Kay serve as series anchors. 

 

BBC World News (series, 30 min) Weekdays at 10:30pm 

BBC WORLD NEWS: The latest global news from the world's largest news broadcaster. The 

newscasts contain all the most up-to-date news, interviews, analysis, business reports and world 

sports news. 

 

This is America & the World – Weekly series, 30 minutes – Wednesdays at 11:30pm 

beginning 3/8/17. 

THIS IS AMERICA is entirely devoted to international content with personal conversations, 

roundtable discussions, and on-location mini documentaries with world leaders, newsmakers, 

and extraordinary individuals in the United States and around the world. The 1600 season is 

entirely devoted to international content. Interviews will include foreign ambassadors and world 

leaders as well as authors and journalists writing about foreign affairs. Episodes will include 

travel programs focused on South America, Africa and Europe. 

 

 

 



Frontine #3410 “The Secret History of ISIS” – 60 min, 5/17/17 at 9pm. 

Get the inside story of the creation of ISIS and learn how the U.S. missed the many warning 

signs. The film uncovers the terror group's earliest plans, the Islamic radicals who became its 

leaders and the American failures to stop ISIS' brutal rise. 

 

Issue: War, Veterans, National Security 

 

National Memorial Day Concert 2017 – 90 min, 5/28/17 at 7pm. 

Join co-hosts Gary Sinise and Joe Mantegna for the 28th broadcast of this night of remembrance 

honoring the service and sacrifice of our men and women in uniform, their families at home and 

all those who have given their lives for our country. 

 

Great War: American Experience #2906 – Two 120 min episodes, 4/11 & 12 at 8pm. 

Learn how WWI transformed America through stories of African-American and Latino soldiers, 

feminist activists, Native-American "code talkers" and others whose participation in the war to 

"make the world safe for democracy" has been largely forgotten. 

 

Independent Lens #1819 “Farmer/Veteran” – 60 min, 5/29/17 at 9pm. 

A combat veteran starts a farm to help cultivate a healthier life outside the Army. While the 

sense of duty he once felt as a soldier returns, his crippling PTSD remains as he and his wife 

nervously anticipate the birth of their first child. 

 

Searching for Home: Coming Back from War – 90 min, 5/27/17 at 9pm. 

"Searching for Home: Coming Back from War" explores, in their own words, the Truth, the 

Healing and the Hope of veterans from all generations returning home from war and their search 

for the "home" they left behind-physically, mentally and spiritually. From World War II, Korea 

and Vietnam to modern-day conflicts, Searching for Home is a multi-generational documentary 

that chronicles the journey from battlefield to homefront and the search for healing and 

eventually hope. 

 

 

Issue: Economy and Business 

 

BBC WORLD NEWS (30min.)  

Weekday afternoon at 5:30pm, weekday evenings at 10:30 pm  

BBC WORLD NEWS: The latest global news from the world's largest news broadcaster. The 

newscasts contain all the most up-to-date news, interviews, analysis, business reports and world 

sports news. 

 

Series Title:    Nightly Business Report 

Length:          30 

Airdate:         Weeknights at 23:00. 

"Nightly Business Report" combines fast-breaking business and economic news, extensive 

financial market coverage, in-depth analysis,corporate profiles, features and commentaries by 

noted economists and business experts. Veteran business journalists Paul Kangas, from NBR's 



production headquarters in Miami, and Susie Gharib, from the heart of the financial district -- the 

New York Stock Exchange -- co-anchor. 

 

 

Issue: Minorities/Civil Rights 

 

POV #3001 – 120 min, 6/26/17 at 8pm. 

Follow the nuanced story of a family displaced by the Syrian conflict,walking the line between 

their Muslim values and the new world they inhabit, and a Greek Coast Guard captain caught in 

the middle of the biggest refugee crisis since WWII. 

 

Frontline #3512 “Poverty, Politics, & Profit” – 60 min, 5/9/17 at 9pm. 

Investigate the billions spent on housing the poor and why so few get the help they need. With 

NPR, the film examines the politics, profits and problems of an affordable housing system in 

crisis. 

 

 

Issue: Women’s Issues 

 

“To the Contrary” 30 minute weekly series  

Saturdays at 3pm. 

This weekly news analysis program is the only woman-centered national news/talk show on 

television. Dedicated to the premise that women of all ethnic backgrounds and political 

persuasions are an important part of the national dialogues, the series provides a platform for the 

multifaceted views of involved, informed women journalists and commentators. Topics range 

from women's health to family issues to women in the workplace, the environment, women in 

finance and education. 

 

SOLDIER ON: LIFE AFTER DEPLOYMENT – 60 min, 5/22/17 at 9pm. 

In SOLDIER ON: LIFE AFTER DEPLOYMENT three women - Natasha Young, Amanda 

Tejada and Lyndsey Lyons - confront the challenges of readjusting to civilian life after their 

post-9/11 military service. Once back in the United States, the women cope with the 

disintegration of their relationships, alcohol and substance abuse, depression, health problems, 

military sexual trauma, post-traumatic stress disorder, and employment difficulties. 

 

Oceans of Pink – 60 min, 6/24/17 at 9pm. 

OCEANS OF PINK is an inspirational one-hour documentary that highlights the explosive 

growth of dragon boat racing among breast cancer survivors globally, and the growing 

participation in the sport among Hispanic women. The film follows the efforts of Miami boat 

leader and breast cancer survivor Kim Bonomo to expand the movement with new teams 

throughout Florida and her campaign to make the state the host of the Fourth International 

Participatory Dragon Boat Festival. It's an emotional journey that tells the stories of several 

Latina women whose struggles with the disease became more desperate because of their 

advanced-stage diagnosis. Their stories speak to a widespread problem in the Hispanic 

population: women tend to seek breast scans much later than other groups, preventing early 

detection.The stories in OCEANS OF PINK build to the international race event in Sarasota, 



Fla., the first of its kind in the United States. Thousands of survivors from around the globe 

celebrate the sisterhood of dragon boaters, who have found a community of support that is 

helping women overcome the challenges of cancer. 

 

Issue: Youth 

 

Frontline #3511 “Second Chance Kids” – 60 min, 5/2/17 at 9pm. 

A fight over the fate of juveniles in prison for murder, following a landmark Supreme Court 

ruling. The film examines the impact of the order to re-evaluate thousands of juvenile murder 

cases and follows two of the first convicts to be released. 

 

Series Title:    PBS NewsHour 

Length:          60 minutes 

Airdate:         4/19/2017 6:00:00 PM 

Service:         PBS 

Format:          News (live news only) 

Segment Length:  00:05:05 

 

Should states fund repairs at church schools? After Missouri officials rejected the use of public 

funds to repair a church playground, Trinity Lutheran Church sued the state. The case now sits 

before the U.S. Supreme Court, and the proceedings offer a glimpse into the early behavior of 

Justice Neil Gorsuch. Marcia Coyle of The National Law Journal joins Jeffrey Brown. 

 

 

Series Title:    PBS NewsHour 

Length:          60 minutes 

Airdate:         4/20/2017 6:00:00 PM 

Service:         PBS 

Format:          News (live news only) 

Segment Length:  00:03:06 

 

For this artist, the process of creating is believing you matter: Comic books were a lifesaver for 

illustrator Catia Chien. As an child immigrant to the U.S., growing up inside a dysfunctional 

family, she struggled to find her voice, but instead connected expression through art. Chien gives 

her Brief but Spectacular take on creating from the inside out. 

 

 

Series Title:    PBS NewsHour 

Length:          60 minutes 

Airdate:         4/21/2017 6:00:00 PM 

Service:         PBS 

Format:          Interview/Discussion/Review 

Segment Length:  00:07:47 

 

After viral story on D.C. girls, understanding the real perils for missing children of color: A 

recent social media campaign to alert the public of missing teens from the Washington, D.C., 



area accidentally backfired, sparking outrage and fears of an epidemic of missing children of 

color. But the effort does cast light on the many risks that young people can face when they leave 

home, like sex trafficking, as well as the factors that cause kids to run away. William Brangham 

reports. 

 

 

Series Title:    PBS NewsHour 

Length:          60 minutes 

Airdate:         4/25/2017 6:00:00 PM 

Service:         PBS 

Format:          News (live news only) 

Segment Length:  00:07:51 

 

Immigration crackdown fears fuel uncertainty for undocumented students: Each year, about 

65,000 undocumented students graduate from U.S. high schools, and most are protected from 

deportation under an Obama administration policy called Deferred Action for Childhood 

Arrivals, or DACA. But many DACA students are on edge, unsure about what the future holds 

for them or their families. Special correspondent Kavitha Cardoza of Education Week reports. 

 

 

Issue: Aging/Senior Citizens 

 

ALZHEIMER'S: THE CAREGIVER'S PERSPECTIVE – 60 min, 6/29/17 at 8pm. 

According to the Alzheimer's Association, more than 15 million family members and friends 

provided 18.1 billion hours of unpaid care in 2015 to those with Alzheimer's and dementia. 

Alzheimer's is more than memory loss; it affects many generations and is the sixth leading cause 

of death in the United States. In ALZHEIMER'S: THE CAREGIVER'S PERSPECTIVE, 

caretakers share their diverse experiences of caring for loved ones in the world of dementia - 

from diagnosis to saying the long goodbye. A variety of caregivers, family members and many 

others explain how they creatively navigate the frustrations, sorrows, and complications of caring 

for a loved one who can no longer function safely on their own. 

 

Alzheimer’s: Every Minute Counts – 60 min, 4/17/17 at 8pm. 

Watch as the national public health threat posed by Alzheimer's disease is revealed. Explore an 

urgent wake-up call about the national threat posed by Alzheimer's disease. This powerful 

documentary illuminates the impending social and economic crisis for America unless a cure for 

Alzheimer's is found. 

 

Coming of Age in Aging America – 60 min, 5/1/17 at 9pm. 

It's widely accepted that most Americans are living decades longer than any generation in human 

history. This longevity has far-reaching implications for society, and experts, policy makers and 

the general population are only just beginning to grapple with how to reframe our thoughts on 

aging. What does it mean for communities, programs and policies, and how we live and work? 

COMING OF AGE IN AGING AMERICA is a penetrating documentary that probes these 

questions. It suggests that America's social and economic institutions will - and must - change to 

adapt to a staggering demographic transformation where more than half of the world's population 



will eventually be over the age of fifty. Over the course of an hour, the program examines the 

current social security system; looks at the data being collected on the aging brain and body at a 

Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT) lab; explores a town re-designing itself for multi- 

generational use; and observes a large medical system remolding its work environment to both 

retain older workers and welcome younger ones. Through interviews with experts - including 

John W. Rowe, professor at Columbia University's Aging Center; Lisa F. Berkman, professor of 

public policy and director of the Harvard Center for Population and Development Studies; Laura 

L. Carstensen, professor and director of the Stanford University Center on Longevity; Joseph 

Coughlin, director of the MIT AgeLab; and urban planner Scott Ball - COMING OF AGE IN 

AGING AMERICA examines the exploding population shift, its impact on society, and the need 

to see the reach and magnitude of the changes an aging America will bring. 

 

 

Issue: Crime/Legal Issues/Law Enforcement 

 

Frontline #3319 “Last Days of Solitary” 120 min, 4/18/17 at 8pm. 

Follow what happens to recently released prisoners when they go from solitary to the streets. 

With extraordinary access to the Maine State Prison, the film examines the long-term effects of 

solitary confinement and efforts to reduce its use. 

 

Independent Lens #1816 “Prison in Twelve Landscapes” – 60 min, 5/8/17 at 9pm. 

More people are imprisoned in the United States at this present moment than in any other time or 

place in history, yet prisons themselves have never felt further away or more out of sight. The 

Prison in Twelve Landscapes is a film about the prison in which we never see an actual 

penitentiary. A meditation on the prison's disappearance in the era of mass incarceration, the film 

unfolds as a cinematic journey through a series of ordinary places across the USA where prisons 

affect lives. 

 

 

Issue: Science/Technology 

 

Nova #4408 “Building Chernobyl’s Megatomb” – 60 min, 4/26/17 at 8pm. 

Engineers race to build a massive dome to contain the crumbling remains of Chernobyl's reactor. 

 

Nova #4410 “Poisoned Water” – 60 min, 5/31/17 at 8pm. 

The water contamination crisis in Flint, MI, has revealed a disturbing truth about the 

vulnerabilities of our aging drinking water infrastructure. Discover the chemistry, biology and 

engineering that led to this disaster. 

 

Crowd & the Cloud – Four 60 min episodes, April 1, 8, 15, 22 at 9pm. 

THE CROWD & THE CLOUD is a documentary series showcasing the power of Citizen 

Science in the Digital Age. This multi-part series, hosted by former NASA Chief Scientist 

Waleed Abdalati, takes viewers on a global tour of the projects and people on the front lines of 

citizen science and crowdsourcing. By observing their environment, monitoring neighborhoods, 

and collecting information about the world around them,citizens are helping professional 

scientists advance knowledge while speeding up new discoveries and innovation. 



 

Issue: American History/Biography 

 

Grand Coulee Dam: American Experience – 60 min, 4/18/17 at 7pm. 

Grand Coulee was more than a dam; it was a proclamation. In the wake of the Great Depression, 

America turned from private enterprise to public works - not simply to provide jobs, but to 

restore faith. The ultimate expression of Franklin Roosevelt's New Deal, Grand Coulee played a 

central role in transforming the Northwest; it was the largest hydroelectric power producing 

facility in the world when it was completed in March 1941. After WWII, a vast irrigation project 

made possible by the dam helped turn the barren deserts of central Washington into rich 

farmland. But the dam prevented access to one of the greatest salmon rivers in the world. 

Deprived of the salmon - their most important resource - the native people who lived along the 

Columbia witnessed a profound cultural decline. Featuring the men and women who lived and 

worked at Grand Coulee and the native people whose lives were changed, as well as historians 

and engineers, this film explores how the tension between technological achievement and 

environmental impact hangs over the project's legacy. 

 

Command and Control: American Experience – 120 min, 4/25/17 at 7pm. 

Discover the terrifying truth behind one of America's most dangerous nuclear accidents-the 

deadly 1980 incident at an Arkansas Titan II missile complex-in this chilling, minute-by-minute 

account of the long-hidden story. 

 

American Epic – Three 60 min episodes, May 16, 23, & 30 at 8pm. 

Travel the country in search of rural artists from the 1920s, when the music of ordinary 

Americans was recorded for the first time, transforming music forever, in a film executive 

produced by Jack White, Robert Redford and T Bone Burnett. 

Independent Lens #1812 “Newtown” – 90 min, 4/3/17 at 8pm. 

Newtown explores the aftermath of the mass shooting in Newtown, Connecticut, where 20 first-

graders and six of their educators were killed on December 14, 2012. Joining the ranks of a 

growing club to which no one wants to belong, the lives of several characters profoundly 

affected by the fallout of gun violence interconnect and propel the town toward introspection and 

action. 

 

 

Issue: Education 

 

Series Title:    PBS NewsHour 

Length:          60 minutes 

Airdate:         5/16/2017 6:00:00 PM 

Service:         PBS 

Format:          News (live news only) 

Segment Length:  00:07:22 

 

Should seat belts on school buses be required? Millions of American children take a school bus 

to school each day, and statistically it's the safest option. But could school buses be even safer? 

Special correspondent Lisa Stark of Education Week reports that a record number of states are 



considering legislation to require seat belts and other safety upgrades, but for many school 

districts it may not necessarily pay to have students buckle up. 

 

 

Series Title:    PBS NewsHour 

Length:          60 minutes 

Airdate:         5/18/2017 6:00:00 PM 

Service:         PBS 

Format:          News (live news only) 

Segment Length:  00:07:11 

 

How this man found his calling as an early elementary teacher: Men are a rarity in early 

education, a fact of which second grade teacher Harold Johnson has taken full advantage: In a 

job traditionally held by women, Johnson’s gender has been an asset. Economics correspondent 

Paul Soloman talks to him about why he became an elementary school teacher despite the 

cultural stigma. 

 

 

Series Title:    PBS NewsHour 

Length:          60 minutes 

Airdate:         5/22/2017 6:00:00 PM 

Service:         PBS 

Format:          News (live news only) 

Segment Length:  00:02:40 

 

This new college grad envisions a more equitable, interconnected world: In our NewsHour 

Shares moment of the day, Mahsheed Mahjor, a citizen of Afghanistan and new graduate of 

Muhlenberg College, delivered her student address at commencement on hardships and 

inequities around the world, the role of citizenship and the value of her education. 

 

 

Series Title:    PBS NewsHour 

Length:          60 minutes 

Airdate:         5/22/2017 6:00:00 PM 

Service:         PBS 

Format:          News (live news only) 

Segment Length:  00:04:57 

 

Why schools are worried about Medicaid cuts hurting special education: Special education, 

which is hugely reliant on Medicaid, is one factor that didn't get much attention in the debate 

over the Republican health care bill. If the bill becomes law and triggers billions of dollars of 

cuts to Medicaid, how would it affect the millions of public school kids who receive special ed 

services? William Brangham talks to Sasha Pudelski of the American Association of School 

Administrators. 

 

 



Series Title:    PBS NewsHour 

Length:          60 minutes 

Airdate:         5/23/2017 6:00:00 PM 

Service:         PBS 

Format:          News (live news only) 

Segment Length:  00:05:43 

 

Trump budget promotes school choice while cutting student loan programs: President Trump's 

budget proposes roughly $9 billion in cuts to various federal education programs, a reduction of 

roughly 13 percent, including changes to student loan programs. Some of that money would be 

rerouted to advance the idea of school choice. William Brangham discusses what this may mean 

for schools and students with NPR’s Anya Kamenetz. 

 

 

 

Issue: Environment/Nature 

 

Big Pacific – Two 60 min parts, 6/21 and 6/28 at 7pm. 

Plunge into the Pacific with researchers and cinematographers and see the ocean's rare and 

dazzling creatures in a way never before seen on television. Filmed in cinematic 4K, the program 

examines an ocean that covers a third of the Earth's surface. 

 

 

Nature #3410 “Forest of the Lynx” – 60 min, 4/26/17 at 7pm. 

Forests are far more complex than previously imagined. The documentary, filmed in 4K, travels 

deep into the remote forests of the Kalkalpen National Park in Austria - the largest area of 

wilderness in the Alps. Abandoned and unmanaged by man for close to a quarter of a century, 

the forest's dramatic cycle of growth and decay now rules the landscape. What appears at first to 

be devastation and destruction is in fact part of the fundamental process of the forest's 

regeneration and transformation back to its natural, primeval state. 

 

 

Nature #3411 “Dolphins: Spy in the Pod” – 60 min, 5/3/17 at 7pm. 

The camera eyes of 13 ingenious Spy Creatures, including Spy Dolphin, Spy Nautilus and Spy 

Turtle, capture the dolphins' "superpod" behavior never filmed before. Infiltrate the social world 

of dolphins from strange gatherings to gang rivalries. 

 


