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TRAFFIC/TRANSIT AND TRANSPORTION AND PORT AUTHORITY
WSPK runs local traffic reports at 6a, 6:30a 7a, 7:30a, 8a, 8:30a, 
4:30p, 4:50p, 5:20p, 5:50p and 6:20p. Here, WSPK delivers information impacting the travel 
concerns related to Metro North, MTA Bridges, Airports as well as local road, parkways, 
highways and interstates. Road construction warning and information were also covered. These 
live reports run Monday rough Friday.

News Segment, March 16, 8:30a - :25 - The New York State Department of Transportation is 
preparing to repave a highly-traveled portion of Route 9 in Dutchess County.  The multimillion-
dollar project is expected to begin in the fall of this year.
The repaving of the nearly three-mile section of Route 9 between Route 9D and Spackenkill 
Road will also include the revamping of sidewalk ramps along the route to meet the current 
Americans with Disabilities Act specifications, where applicable.
The DOT bids for the project are slated to be opened in the summer of this year.  The job, 
estimated to cost $10 million is expected to continue through the spring of 2023.

News Segment, April 19, 6a, :30 - Traffic rebounded on the five bridges over the Hudson River 
operated by the New York State Bridge Authority last year as the COVID-19 pandemic appeared 
to have eased somewhat. Traffic over the last five years peaked at 63.8 million vehicle crossings 
in 2019. When the pandemic hit and the economy virtually came to a halt, traffic dropped 19.4 
percent, to 51.4 million crossings in 2020. They began their rebound in 2021 with just a 7.7 
percent decrease from the 2019 high. Revenues also hit a five-year high in 2019, at over $58.9 
million. It fell to $49.4 million in 2020, but bounced back to over $64.4. The increase was a 
factor of additional traffic as well as toll increases.

Coronavirus/Covid 19
New Segment, March 16, 7a, :30 - The State Health Department was unprepared to respond to 
infectious disease outbreaks in nursing homes even before the COVID-19 pandemic hit New 
York, an audit by State Comptroller Thomas DiNapoli’s office found.
The auditors also found the department did not provide the public with accurate COVID-19 
death counts and became entangled in the undercounting of those deaths as the executive 
took control of information provided to the public. The health department understated the 
number of nursing home deaths due to COVID-19 by at least 4,100, and at times during the 
pandemic by more than 50 percent, the DiNapoli report said.



News Segments-April 6th, 7a, :20 - Westchester is readying to strategize a master plan for the 
County Airport, which has been two years in the making but was delayed by COVID, according 
to Latimer. Officials will seek public input to understand what community members want the 
county-owned airport's future to look like. New York's latest rise in COVID cases is being 
attributed to the so-called "stealth variant."  

News Segments-April 11th, 8:30a, :30 - White House Chief Medical Advisor Dr. Anthony Fauci is 
reminding Americans that COVID-19 is here to stay. Appearing on ABC's The Week, he said 
we're now at the stage where it's up to 
individuals to decide the amount of risk they're willing to take when it comes to getting 
infected. Fauci urged everyone to get vaccinated and boosted. Meanwhile, nearly 70 people 
have tested positive for COVID following the annual Gridiron Dinner in D.C. last weekend. NYC 
Mayor Eric Adams is the latest to test positive after attending what has been deemed a "super-
spreader" event. The new White House COVID-19 response coordinator is discussing the new 
variant of Omicron. Dr. Ashish Jha noted what's known as BA.2 is very contagious but he 
explained hospitalizations and deaths are still low.

News Segments-April 15th , 8a, :30 The New York State Department of Health is issuing a 
warning to all New Yorkers about the rapid spread of two omicron subvariants. Officials say the 
subvariants are very contagious and people should take the proper steps to protect themselves 
from getting infected. They include being vaccinated against COVID-19 and getting a booster 
shot if they're eligible. News Segment on April 15th at 6:55 am-:10- The FDA is giving the green 
light to the first COVID 19 breath test. It's the size of carry-on luggage and can be used in 
medical offices and mobile testing sites. It can give results back in less than three minutes.

News Segments- April 19th 6a, :30 M-T-A officials say they will continue to require riders to 
wear masks, including on Metro-North, as well as NYC’s subways despite a national mask 
mandate being struck down by a Federal judge in Florida. Airlines, airports, and mass transit 
systems are now allowed to decide masking restrictions for themselves, with the T-S-A saying 
they will no longer enforce the requirement. New Jersey Transit has announced it will not 
require masks anymore.

News Segments-April 20th 8a, :25 - The Justice Dept is expected to appeal the ruling that lifted 
the federal mask mandate on planes and transit systems if the CDC says masks are still needed 
to protect public health. Masks are still required on MTA buses and trains, including on Metro-
North, as well as Westchester’s Beeline buses, taxis and LGA and JFK Airports. They are optional 
at Westchester County Airport, Newark Liberty, NJ Transit, Amtrak and on Uber and Lyft Rides 
outside of NYC. 

News Segments-May 5th, 6a, :30 - New York's COVID rate is nearly twice the national average, 
with more than half of the 56 counties designated high risk by the CDC located in New York 
State. None are in the HV but the agency has put Westchester, Putnam and Ulster Counties at 
medium risk.



News Segments- May 6th 9a. :20 -- Coronavirus cases are on the rise in New York state ahead of 
Mother's Day gatherings. New daily COVID cases in New York hit ten-thousand for the first time 
since the winter surge in late January and hospitalizations are up as well, more than doubling 
over the last month.

News Segments- May 11th, 8a. :20 - An even more contagious strain of COVID is being blamed 
for most of New York's surging caseload. The CDC says this latest Omicron variant is at least 30-
percent more contagious than the original variant.

News Segments-May 17th, 6a, :30 - Westchester County Executive George Latimer says the 
county is monitoring rising COVID-19 cases but cites less severe cases, adding a mask mandate 
is still in place for public transportation but not at county-run facilities. Latimer is suggesting 
masks for immunocompromised individuals, as well as for students in schools. Meanwhile, the 
State Department of Health is encouraging New Yorkers to mask up again indoors. Forty-five of 
the state's 57 counties have been designated high risk for COVID again by the CDC, including 
Westchester, Putnam, Orange, Dutchess and Ulster Counties.

News Segments-May 24th, 8a. :30 - Free COVID-19 testing is ending this week at the 
Westchester County Center. Yesterday, County Executive George Latimer said they are ending 
the free testing because of the availability of at-home testing kits and because the arena in 
White Plains has only been conducting nine or ten tests a day.

News Segment on June 7th, 8a. :15- A fourth COVID-19 vaccine option could be on 
the way for Americans. An FDA advisory committee meets today to review the vaccine from 
Maryland-based Novavax, which is already in use in Europe and several other countries.
Health & Healthcare Issues (Non-Coronavirus)-Including Mental Health Issues

Race/Equality/Social Relations/ Cultural News and Issues:

Gun Violence/Crimes and Control:
News Segment on April 11th at 6am- :10- President Biden is taking new action to fight 



gun crime. In just hours, he'll reveal rules on ghost guns, making it easier for the government to 
track them.

News Segment on April 12th 9a - :20- Governor Kathy Hochul is 
emphatically supporting President Biden's crackdown on "ghost guns." Hochul endorsed the 
President's announcement yesterday addressing the issue of why "buy, build, shoot" kits aren’t 
subject to the same federal laws that apply to other firearms, pointing to the significant 
increase in the number of ghost guns used in deadly shootings across the state.

News Segment on April 13th 9a : 15- A 50-thousand dollar reward is being offered to find a 
person of interest in yesterday's subway shooting in Brooklyn where 10 people were shot and 
13 others also injured. President Biden was briefed about the shooting earlier and said he's 
grateful to all the first responders and civilians who helped out. Authorities are looking for 62-
year-old Frank R. James. He rented a U-haul later found in Brooklyn, that may be linked to 
shooting.

News Segment on April 14th 6a -:15- The man accused in Tuesday’s Brooklyn subway shooting 
will appear in Brooklyn Federal Court today following a 30-hour manhunt. NYC Mayor Eric 
Adams: {AdamsWeGotHim_1} Q...we got him (2x) 00:08 (audio) Frank James was arrested in 
the East Village yesterday afternoon after the 62-year-old reportedly turned himself in. 
Meanwhile, some of the shooting victims still remain hospitalized.

News Segment on April 15th at 8a :20- The suspect in the Brooklyn subway shooting will 
undergo a psychiatric evaluation after he was arraigned yesterday...a court appearance that 
lasted SIX minutes. 62-year-old Frank James appeared in court with two federal defenders and 
will be held without bail on a permanent order of detention on terror charges. A federal judge 
also waived a preliminary hearing. Metal Detectors in New York City's subway system could be 
a possibility. Mayor Eric Adams says he's seeing if there are any kind of high-tech scanners that 
could detect weapons without causing any disruption in movement to get into the subway 
system. It comes after Tuesday's mass shooting inside a Brooklyn subway station. 

News Segment on May 6th 8a - :15- The first indictment under New York's ghost gun law is 
being utilized in Rockland County. Rockland County DA Thomas Walsh says Gregory Lopez of 
Haverstraw, who has a prior criminal record, was indicted on multiple counts for possession of 
several firearms along with weapon parts, as part of the DA office's ongoing countywide 
crackdown on ghost guns.

News Segment on May 6th 7a- :15- There’s police presence on the Ossining High 
School campus today after a 17-year-old from Sleepy Hollow got into an argument with three 
Ossining High School students. That fight escalated after the Sleepy Hollow student pulled out a 
knife, then got into his car and sideswiped one of the students as he drove away. The student 
who was hit is okay and the teenager who hit him was taken into police custody.



News Segments on May 16th at 8a- :15- Governor Kathy Hochul is calling out the flaws in gun 
control laws between states following Saturday's deadly mass shooting in Buffalo. Appearing on 
NBC's Meet the Press, Hochul, a Buffalo native, said investigators believe the shooter 
"enhanced" an AR-15 rifle legally purchased in New York with an increased capacity magazine 
from Pennsylvania and condemned social media platforms for not closely monitoring content 
that spreads hate and extremist views. Meanwhile, the Buffalo Police Commissioner says there 
is no mistake Saturday's deadly mass shooting was a "vicious hate crime." Thirteen people were 
shot and ten killed when a gunman opened fire at the Tops grocery store. Police say the 18-
year-old white male suspect is charged with first-degree murder is on suicide watch.

News Segments on May 17th 7a- :20- President Biden will visit Buffalo today to meet with the 
families who lost loved ones at the mass supermarket shooting. Governor Hochul will greet him 
at the airport this morning and they will be at a community center this afternoon. Meanwhile, 
more details are being revealed about the shooting, including word that the shooter reportedly 
had plans to drive down the street and shoot more people, possibly going to another store. It 
also appears the 18-year-old, who authorities say was motivated by racial hatred, spent at least 
two months planning the attack, visiting the Tops supermarket in March and returning Friday to 
scope out the store.

News Segments on May 19th at 6a- :20- Governor Kathy Hochul is taking steps to try and 
prevent another deadly mass shooting like the one at a Buffalo grocery store last weekend by 
signing a series of executive orders that will establish a domestic counterterrorism unit focusing 
on homegrown extremism and a unit monitoring social media. Hochul is also now requiring 
state police to file an Extreme Risk Protection Order when they believe an individual is a threat, 
strengthening the Red Flag law, which prevents certain individuals from obtaining weapons. 
The accused gunman in the Buffalo supermarket mass shooting is due in court this morning. 
This as New York’s Attorney General says her office is launching probes into social media 
companies that the suspect used to plan, promote, and live stream the mass shooting. News 
Segments on May 20th at 5:55 am, 6:55 am, & 7:55am- :35 (with audio)- The man accused of 
shooting and killing ten people inside a Buffalo supermarket faced a judge yesterday. Jennifer 
Pulsone reports. {IDDNBCbuffalocourt2_1} Q...SOQ 00:29- The first of ten victims killed in the 
Buffalo supermarket mass shooting will be laid to rest today. The FBI has completed its onsite 
investigation.

News Segments on May 25th at 9a- :20- New York officials are reacting after 19 students and 
two teachers died in an elementary school shooting in Texas.  Governor Kathy Hochul says she 
is heartbroken and says its past time to put an end to needless tragedies, while NYC Mayor Eric 
Adams is calling for change. Meanwhile, addressing the nation last night, President Biden asked 
all Americans to pray for all those affected before asking "When in God's name are we going to 
stand up to the gun lobby?" More details are emerging about the Texas gunman. Officials say 
he bought two rifles on his 18th birthday a few days ago and posted pictures online. His 
Instagram account was quickly deleted after he was killed by police.



News Segment on May 25th 7a- :25- Senate Majority Leader Chuck Schumer says a 
plague of gun violence has overtaken the U.S. The New York Senator opened the Senate and 
argued no one is safe from gun violence in America, adding that the leading cause of death 
among children in the U.S. now involves firearms. Meanwhile, the Texas Department of Public 
Safety says the 18-year-old was wearing an empty plate carrier during yesterday's attack at 
Robb Elementary in Uvalde, west of San Antonio. The teen killed 19 children and two adults in 
the school before law enforcement killed him. The Westchester County Police Department has 
ordered extra officers at the Somers, North Salem, Lakeland and Hendrick Hudson school 
districts, where they have school resource officers assigned. The department says it hopes this 
will reduce any anxiety linked to the tragic violence in Texas. Meanwhile, police presence has 
also been stepped up at other Westchester schools, including Pleasantville and Rye Brook, as 
well as in Ramapo in Rockland County.

News Segment on May 26th 9a - :25- Governor Kathy Hochul says it may be the time to raise 
the age to 21 to purchase all guns in New York. She says she is going to meet with state 
lawmakers right away to work on a bill that would raise the age to buy all AR-15 types of guns 
to 21 in the wake of the deadly mass shootings in TX and Buffalo. Westchester County 
Executive George Latimer is calling for national gun laws to be reformed. Meantime, 
Westchester officials are expected to make a mental health related announcement today. A 
timeline of Tuesday’s shooting at Robb Elementary School in Uvalde, Texas is now known. 
Governor Greg Abbott says the 18-year-old’s truck crashed outside the school, before he got 
involved in a shootout with school police but was able to get into a back door, enter a 
classroom and start shooting. Apparently he was in the school for 40 minutes before he was 
shot and killed by Border Control Agents.

News Segments on May 27th 6a :30 - The timeline of this week's deadly school shooting in 
Texas is being called into question. Michael Board reports {TXShootingTimeline_1} Q...SOQ 
00:29--Senators are talking about gun safety in the wake of two mass shootings. Connecticut 
Senator Chris Murphy is helping to lead a small bipartisan group to explore options after he 
tried to take action after the Sandy Hook school massacre nearly ten years ago. President Biden 
will visit Uvalde, Texas on Sunday. Two incidents at Rockland County schools are adding to 
security concerns at schools. Haverstraw Police say an 18-year-old student of North Rockland 
High School Extension entered a school building and attacked another student with a glass 
bottle Tuesday, the same day a student rode a motorbike through the halls of Ramapo Senior 
High. Westchester County is launching seven Mobile Crisis Response Teams. County Executive 
George Latimer says the teams are colocated with local police departments and will work 24/7 
to provide behavioral health crisis 
support when responding to emergencies.



News Segment, June 2nd 7a- :15- Gun violence is in the spotlight after deadly mass 
shootings in Buffalo, Tulsa and Uvalde, Texas. A House committee is considering several 
Democratic bills aimed at curbing rampant gun violence. New York Democrat Jerry Nadler 
opened a hearing and said Americans are begging for action. Nadler chairs the Judiciary 
Committee.

News Segment, June 7tht 6a- :25- There are now even stricter gun laws in New York 
state following numerous deadly mass shootings. Yesterday, Governor Kathy Hochul signed 
numerous bills into law including raising the age to buy and own a semi-automatic weapon 
from 18 to 21-years-old, as well as new restrictions on civilian purchases of bullet proof body 
armor.  The White House is giving senators "space" to negotiate gun safety legislation. So said 
Press Secretary Karine Jean-Pierre. Bipartisan negotiations are focused on crafting something 
that can pass the tightly-divided Senate where 60 votes are needed to move any bills forward.

News Segment June 9th at 6a The House is passing major gun control legislation, which is now 
moving to the Senate but the Senate is not expected to take it up. The "Protecting Our Kids Act" 
includes raising the minimum age to buy semi-automatic rifles from 18 to 21, as well as a ban 
on large-capacity magazines and tougher penalties for trafficking firearms. Earlier yesterday, 
some of those affected by recent deadly mass shootings spoke up at a House hearing, including 
an eleven-year-old girl who smeared herself with blood from a friend who was killed in the 
shooting at an elementary school in Uvalde, Texas. Miah Cerrillo’s previously-recorded 
testimony was played on a video. Westchester County DA Mimi Rocah is announcing a gun 
safety plan following the sweeping state legislation strengthening the state’s gun safety laws in 
the aftermath of the Uvalde and Buffalo mass shootings. The five-point plan includes 
coordinated operations with law enforcement, gun buybacks and other methods to get guns off 
the streets, as well as aggressively prosecuting gun crimes.

News Segments on June 14th 7a :15- A bi-partisan group of senators is unveiling a framework 
deal to reduce gun violence. New York Democrat and Senate Majority Leader Chuck Schumer 
says the agreement includes enhanced review for gun buyers under the age of 21, billions in 
funding for mental health and school safety, as well as incentives for states to enact "red flag" 
laws.

News Segment on June 14th 9a:15- The Saugerties Town Board is expected to vote 
tomorrow on the off-again, on-again gun show set for this weekend. Last week, New East 
Coast Arms Collectors Association President David Petronis and Saugerties Town Supervisor 
Fred Costello mutually agreed to cancel the Saugerties Gun Show at Kiwanis Ice Arena in light 
of recent shootings in Buffalo and Texas but Petronis then sent a letter rescinding the 
cancellation to the Town Board, and announced on his website that as far as he knows the 
show will go on as planned.



News Segment, June 22nd 8a - An 80-page gun 
safety bill is advancing in the Senate. The measure would beef up background check 
requirements for buyers under 21 and provide state funding for red flag laws. Fourteen 
Republicans voted to move forward with the bill, including Senate Minority Leader Mitch 
McConnell, who called it a "common sense package."

News Segments on June 24th 8a - :20- The most significant gun safety legislation in nearly 30 
years is advancing to the House. The Senate voted to pass the Bipartisan Safer Communities Act 
yesterday, with the support of all 50 Democrats and 15 Republicans and is expected to gain 
similar support in the House. President Biden says he's "deeply disappointed" by the Supreme 
Court's ruling in a closely-watched guns case. In a 6-3 ruling, the high court ruled people can 
carry handguns for self-defense, striking down New York's concealed-carry law.

News Segments on June 30th 8a :25 - The New York State Legislature is heading back to Albany 
for an extraordinary session today, as lawmakers will discuss actions they could take after the 
Supreme Court overturned the state's concealed carry weapons law. It required people to show 
proper cause to get a license to carry a concealed handgun outside of their home.

PSA National Gun Violence Awareness Day—6/3/22- WSPK air talken aired a live read 
liner about the day and need for action---

NATIONAL GUN VIOLENCE AWARENESS DAY
6/3 ONLY--- PLEASE AIR 1X PER SHIFT!
TODAY IS NATIONAL GUN VIOLENCE AWARENESS DAY! 100.7 WHUD FEELS THAT
REGARDLESS OF WHERE YOU STAND ON THE 2ND AMENDMENT AND OUR RIGHT TO 
OWN AND BEAR ARMS, YOU HAVE TO AGREE THAT GUN VIOLENCE IS CURRENTLY 
OUT OF CONTROL AND HAS TO END. MASS SHOOTINGS SEEM TO HAPPEN EVERY 
DAY WOUNDING AND KILLING INNOCENT PEOPLE. TODAY WE ENCOURAGE YOU 
TO WEAR ORANGE IN RECOGNITION OF THE EFFORT TO END THE VIOLENCE. WE 
SHOULD NOT BE AFRAID TO SEND OUR CHILDREN TO SCHOOL, GO TO THE MALL
OR TO CHURCH. BE A PART OF THE CONVERSATION. WE CAN MAKE A 
DIFFERENCE.

Housing:
News Segment, June 29, 6a, :25 - The Sullivan County Land Bank has rehabilitated eight homes 
to date but can now add three new builds to its accomplishments.
Executive Director Jill Weyer said the new construct included two homes in the Village of 
Liberty and one in the Village of Monticello. �We’ve usually focused on renovation and sale of 
vacant and abandoned homes that needed rehab and revitalization, but this closing celebration 
focused on our pilot program of creating three new construction projects,” she said.
The Sullivan County Land Bank has collaborated with RUPCO for its rehabilitation projects. 



Education/School Sports/Youth Initiatives:
News Segment, May 4th at 9a- :10 sec.- SUNY New Paltz has a new President. The 
SUNY Board announced the appointment of Iona College provost and senior vice president for 
academic affairs Dr. Darrell P. Wheeler, who will assume the post in July, replacing the retiring 
Dr. Donald Christian.

New Segment, April 1, 6a, :20 - The city’s youth and opportunities afforded to them was a 
centerpiece of Poughkeepsie Mayor Rob Rolison’s state of the city address Thursday evening.
It was the first one he delivered in person since the pandemic hit over two years ago.
Rolison talked of a new Division of Youth Opportunity and Development at city hall and 
announced that demolition of the former YMCA building will begin shortly to make way a 
modern facility to serve the children in the community.
�“This state-of-the-art facility will be called The YOU – the Youth Opportunity Union, and this 
new facility will propel this city and the entire county into the forefront of modern 
programming and support for our youth,” he said.

News Segment, April 14, 6a, :20 - The SUNY Orange Board of Trustees Wednesday evening set 
the tuition for the 2022-23 school year at $5,544 for a fulltime student. That is an increase of 
$168 in total for the year. For a parttime student, the per credit cost will be $231.
College President Dr. Kristine Young said the board was taking a five-year look at tuition.
“This was a proactive move of taking what they hope is a modest step right now so that there is 
no sudden, drastic increase in the future. This is a step so that students and/or their families 
can budget appropriately into the future,” she said after the meeting.
Student fees at SUNY Orange will not increase in the new academic year.

News Segment, June 6,  8a, :30 - The proposed 2022-23 SUNY Ulster budget of $24.4 million 
comes in $2.9 million less than last year’s spending plan, but carries with it a $200 increase in 
tuition for full-time students. Part-time students will see a $10 per credit increase.
The tuition still remains relatively low, Vice President for Administration Jamie Capuano told 
the county legislature’s oversight committee on Tuesday.� “The ‘22-’23 tuition rate will be 
$5,080. This is below the statewide average of $5,115 and it’s directly in line with our regional 
average. This tuition rate will remain the third lowest in the region behind Dutchess and 
Westchester County,” she said.

News Segment, June 8, 7a, :25 - – The Appellate Division of State Supreme Court, Second 
Judicial Department has ordered former Poughkeepsie High School Principal Phee Simpson 
reinstated. A statement from the school district issued on Wednesday said it “welcomes Dr. 
Simpson back to the district and looks forward to her contribution to the progress of the last 
three years.” Simpson was terminated from her post in August 2019 after being charged with 
41 counts of conduct unbefitting an educator/administrator in that she knowingly and willfully 
approved the conferral of credits completed by certain students in an online platform known as 
PLATO with full knowledge that such credit was unlawful, as the students had not satisfied the 
state regulation requirements.



Employment:
New Segment, March 16, 6a, :25 - – The January 2022 unemployment rate in the Hudson Valley 
region was 3.6 percent, up from 2.8 percent in December 2021 and down from 6.1 percent in 
January 2021, the State Labor Department reported on Tuesday.
Adam Bosch, president of think-tank Hudson Valley Pattern for Progress, said the new low rate 
may be a factor of new hiring. The low rate in December was the result of holiday jobs and 
people returning to the workforce.

Public Safety/Residential Impacts and Police Reforms:
News Segment, April 6, 8a, :20 - State Police are investigating a report of a laser being pointed 
at an aircraft near New York Stewart International Airport on Monday.
A supervisor at the Boston Control Center told police that a commercial passenger flight was 
northbound over Stewart when the pilot reported a laser was shined at the front left of the 
aircraft. the light reportedly came from an unlit area between the airport and the Hudson River.
The pilot later told troopers that he was flying a Republic Airways E170 aircraft northbound 
when a green laser was pointed at the left area of the cockpit. The plane was flying at an 
altitude of some 17,000 feet at the time of the incident.

News Segment, May 3, 7a, :30 - Congressman Sean Patrick Maloney has announced $900,000 in 
discretionary federal funding to beef up police departments in the region.
While in Middletown Monday, he announced $300,000 for that city’s police department for 
license plate readers and additional security cameras. He also announced a $600,000 grant for 
the Town of Fishkill to secure body cameras for its police department and said he is working on 
a $30,000 grant for the Town of Deerpark Police Department for similar purposes.
“I just think it’s nuts to say defund the police because every improvement I know costs money. 
It means better training, it means better technology, it means better support and if you want 
bad policing ands more crime, then defund the police. If you want good policing less crime, you 
have to support good policing; that’s what I have always done,” he said during a round table 
discussion.

News Segment, May 3, 8a, :30 - – Newburgh Free Academy North was evacuated Monday 
morning after officials received some form of threat. Students were seen standing in the rain 
while police searched the building. A social media post Monday morning said an individual has 
“planted a bomb in the back of the gym. Blow everybody into lil pieces,” the post stated.
Threats on social media to a number of Newburgh schools started up- again last weekend and 
continued through Monday. Superintendent of Schools Ed Forgit posted a letter on Monday 
saying that all of the threats have been unfounded; however, he said that “each and every 
threat will continue to be addressed with a high level of concern.”

News Segment, June 21, 7a, :25 - As part of a nationally coordinated effort to educate boaters 
about the dangers of doating while under the influence of alcohol or drugs, the Carmel Town 



Police Department will be participating in the annual “Operation Dry Water” campaign to re 
duce the number of alcohol- and drug-related incidents and fatalities on the water.
Operation Drug Water weekend, July 2-4, is the national weekend of amplified recreational 
boater outreach, education and coordinated enforcement surrounding boating under the 
influence. “Recreational boating and paddlesports activities are enjoyed by individuals and 
families across the county. To ensure that everyone is safe out on the water, we have partnered 
with Operation Dry Water to assist in educating operators and passengers on the dangers 
associated with boating while impaired,” said Sgt. Michal Bodo. “We also will be reminding 
them of other safe boating practices, such as wearing a life jacket and enrolling in a boater 
education course.”

Health and Health Care Issues:
With the leak of the potential overturning of Roe V Wade by the Supreme Court and then 
the release of the decision, the Abortion issue are included this category.

News Segments on May 4th at 6a- Money is flowing into 
the Democratic party over fears more states will restrict abortions. The donation website 
ActBlue has raised at least seven million dollars since Monday night, as a report leaked about 
the Supreme Court's possibly ending Roe v. Wade next month. Meanwhile, the fight for 
abortion rights continues as more protests are possible today. Crowds marched and chanted 
across the nation, including in NYC yesterday, in support of women making their own choices. 
The Supreme Court insists the ruling isn't final. Scores of people are letting their voices be 
heard across New York following word the U-S Supreme Court may overturn Roe v. Wade. 
 New York Attorney General Letitia James was among those who gathered at a rally in Lower 
Manhattan yesterday, James told demonstrators that she had an abortion herself almost two 
decades ago after being elected to the City Council. Regardless of the ruling, abortion is 
protected under New York State law.

News Segments on May 6th 9a :25 -- Governor Kathy Hochul is anticipating women will come 
from out of state to get abortion care should the Supreme Court overturn Roe v. Wade. Hochul 
says the state will need federal help financially if the state is a safe harbor place for abortions, 
adding abortion is on the ballot and thinks this issue will energize the Democratic base for the 
midterm elections. Protests over the Supreme Court possibly ending abortion rights are about 
to get personal. One activist group is planning to take their anger straight to the homes of six 
justices on Wednesday, posting a Google map rity Leader Chuck Schumer 
will try to move abortion legislation forward next week. A Democratic bill would protect 
abortion rights under federal law, following the extraordinary leak of a draft Supreme Court 
opinion suggesting a looming end to abortion rights in the U.S. Democrats would need help 
from several Senate Republicans to move the bill forward.

News Segments on May 23rd 6a. :25 -  Lawmakers are back at the State Capitol today as this 
year's legislative session winds down and among the issues they're expected to address is 
guaranteeing access to abortion and other health services for women in New York and from 



other states if the U.S. Supreme Court overturns Roe v. Wade. One proposed law would ensure 
low-income women from states that could ban abortion are able to receive those services in 
New York.

News Segment, June 24th 7a am- :30- The Supreme Court is ruling to overturn Roe v. 
Wade, the decades-old decision which protected the legal right to abortion nationwide. It did 
so while considering a case out of Mississippi where the state attempted to ban abortion after 
15 weeks. Conservative Justice Samuel Alito delivered the majority opinion weeks after Politico 
published a leaked draft opinion indicating justices were indeed ready to strike down Roe. 
Reaction is rolling in throughout New York, including from Governor Kathy Hochul, who is 
making it clear that abortion is still legal in the state. New York lawmakers have passed a series 
of bills in preparation for this outcome. Meanwhile, NY Sen Chuck Schumer, the Senate 
Majority Leader, calls today "one of the darkest days our country has ever seen,” State attorney 
General Letitia James is calling the decision "vicious" and "dangerous."

News Segments, June 27th 8a, :30 - Protests continue across the country, including in the 
Hudson Valley, following the U.S. Supreme Court's decision to overturn Roe v. Wade. In 
Westchester, several hundred people took part in a rally outside the Westchester County 
Courthouse in White Plains Sunday, also demonstrating expressed concern at what the 
Supreme Court could look to overturn next. Senator Lindsey Graham is downplaying the 
likelihood that the Supreme Court will take action on rulings concerning contraception and 
same-sex marriage. Appearing on Fox News Sunday, the South Carolina Republican explained 
that such cases "do not deal with the potential for life." Huge crowds turned out for New York 
City's annual Pride Parade yesterday. The march was led by Planned Parenthood as organizers 
incorporated support for abortion rights into this year's celebration.  Thousands lined the 
parade route downtown which wrapped around the Stonewall Inn before finishing up along 6th 
Avenue.

News Segment, June 29, 8a, :30 - - Dutchess County Executive Marc Molinaro and WMCHealth 
executives on Tuesday announced plans to create a Behavioral Health Center of Excellence at 
MidHudson Regional Hospital in the Town of Poughkeepsie, in a public-private partnership.
Molinaro pledged $3 million of county funds to support the joint venture that will add 20 in-
patient beds designated for mental health services in Dutchess County. The new venture will 
bring the total number of in-patient beds at MHRH to 60.

Drugs and Alcohol/Marijuana
New Segment, March 11, 7a, :20 - – The state’s Cannabis Control Board has set in motion plans 
to allow sales of decriminalized products grown by New York farmers.
The control board approved the conditional plan subject to a public comment period, said 
former State Senator Jen Metzger of Rosendale, a member of the board.
 “Applicants are to have had a cannabis-related offense or come from a family, or a family may 
have had cannabis-related offense in the past, but recognizing the harm that those convictions 
have had,” she said.For those with former convictions who do not have the resources to open 



and operate a dispensary, the state will assist. The board also approved a license application for 
hemp farmers seeking to grow adult-use cannabis this spring. This two-pronged plan makes 
adult-use cannabis sales in New York possible before the end of the year, officials said..

News Segment on April 15th 6am- :15- New York's Cannabis Control Board is 
approving the first batch of 52 adult-use cannabis cultivation licenses allowing already 
established hemp farmers to begin growing marijuana for recreational use. Approval for the 
farmers comes two months after Governor Hochul signed legislation creating a new Conditional 
Adult-use Cannabis Cultivator license that ensures existing hemp growers would get first crack 
at getting seeds in the ground.

News Segment April 22nd at 7a - :15 sec.- The Hudson Valley is receiving 
more than 16-million dollars through New York's settlement with opioid distributors and 
manufacturers. Three-hundred-eighty-thousand is earmarked for Yonkers specifically, while 
more than a third of the 16-million will go to Westchester County. The funds will go toward 
opioid treatment and prevention efforts.

News Segment May 20th  6a- :15- Almost five-hundred-thousand individually packaged 
bags of fentanyl - with a street value of more than two -million dollars - are off the streets 
thanks to Westchester's Narcotics Reduction Program. Westchester Police Chief John Hodges 
says that the record amounts of fentanyl and the drugs seized, have resulted in a 40-percent 
reduction in overdoses so far this year

Economy/Tourism/Parks
News Segment, March 11, 8a, :20 - The local owners of the 800-acre Winston Farm property at 
exit 20 off the Thruway have presented their preliminary site masterplan to the Town of 
Saugerties in hopes of rezoning the land for a planned development district.
The property is currently zoned for a mix of general business. Their development possibilities 
include multi- and single-family housing, shared water and sewer infrastructure, an 
amphitheater, a boutique hotel, an agrihood/tech park, commercial space and campgrounds.

News Segment, May, 3, 8a, :25 - New York Secretary of State Robert Rodriguez came to 
Middletown Monday to detail the state’s recently approved $221 billion budget, and the 
spending plan includes $450 million for Downtown Revitalization Initiative (DRI) projects.
Middletown was the first city in the Mid-Hudson to receive a $10 million DRI grant.
“We found that it’s critically important to get people back into their downtowns,” said 
Rodriguez. “Over time and suburbanization, they have been neglected.  Just a little bit of 
investment can change the way people view them and allow to come back to them in a 
meaningful way and continue to anchor many of our upstate towns.”



News Segment, June 8, 9a, :30 - - Orange County’s 2022 Freedom Fest fireworks show is set for 
Friday, July 29th at Thomas Bull Memorial Park in Montgomery.
“We are looking forward to hosting this family-friendly community event again and anticipate 
another great turnout this year,” said County Executive Steven Neuhaus. “Join us and bring 
your family and friends for a wonderful celebration. Freedom Fest encourages our community 
to come together to celebrate and honor our veterans and enjoy a fun evening.”
Freedom Fest will include a special salute to our veterans and will feature live music from the 
Black Dirt Bandits as well as a variety of food trucks and vendors.
The gates will tentatively open at 4 p.m. and the fireworks will begin at dusk. Residents can 
purchase food and drinks from vendors throughout the evening.

New Segment, June 21, 7a, :30 - – Orange County Government is going to seek a $100,000 grant 
from the state to conduct a study into the feasibility of building a convention/civic center in the 
county. County Economic Development Director Steven Gross secured the approval of the 
county legislature’s oversight committee on Monday. “In my mind I have visions of New York 
Auto Show kind of events, tech shows, Comic Con Orange, who knows,” he told lawmakers. 
“We have a lot of opportunities for these kinds of things coming to Orange County. We have an 
international airport flying to Iceland, flying to destinations all across the country. There is a lot 
to do here. There is a lot going on here.”

Gross and an ad hoc team have narrowed down four potential sites to study – near Woodbury 
Common in Central Valley, near New York Stewart International Airport, the Newburgh city 
waterfront, and the Orange County Fairgrounds in the Town of Wallkill.

Regional Utilities/Gas Prices/Public Works
News Segment, June 8, 9a, :30 - The Shandaken Town Board has voted to initiate an 
investigation with the Department of Public Service into NYSEG’s rate increase request and 
Ulster County Executive Pat Ryan said he is fully onboard with that.
In May, the final phase of a previously state approved three-year rate increase for the utility 
went into effect. Last week, NYSEG requested state approval for yet another rate increase of 13 
percent to 22 percent, or $10-$18 per bill for 1.2 million customers.
NYSEG provides electric service in Ulster County to residents in Shandaken and Hardenburgh.
“IT is ridiculous and completely unconscionable that on the heels of one major rate increase, 
NYSEG is now requesting yet another rate hike,” Ryan said. “Ulster County residents are already 
struggling to make ends meet, and how NYSEG is egregiously raising rates on folks who 
essentially have no other options for their utilities.”
“NYSEG needs to be a more responsible neighbor, take care of their customers first, maintain 
infrastructure and control costs,” said Shandaken Town Supervisor Peter DiSclafani. “The town 
board of Shandaken has heard continuous complaints from residents about the impact of the 
sudden rate increases.”



News Segment, June 29, 8a, :30 - The Ways and Means Committee of the Orange County 
Legislature, Tuesday, voted to cut the county portion of sales tax on gas at the pump in the 
fourth quarter of the year. The measure now goes to the full legislature next week.
Under the county plan, the first $2 of gas would pay the 3.75 percent tax, but every dollar’s 
worth thereafter, would not pay the county portion. The committee approved the proposed by 
a one-vote margin. Among those opposed to it is Legislator Michael Anagnostakis. 
�“This cannot be enforced, and the gas stations are going to pocket the difference or the whole 
amount, and the people will continue to pay regardless of what we do here,” he said.
Anagnostakis would rather see a cents-per-gallon reduction. Legislator Jimmy O’Donnell 
proposed that only Orange County residents with registered vehicles should receive a 
calculated reimbursement, and not tourists or others who drive through the county and gas up 
along the way.

Environment/Weather/Safety:
News Segment on April 14th 7a-:10- Five all-electric school buses are 
taking kids back and forth from school in White Plains. The buses are part of a test from Con 
Edison, with the findings reported at the New York International Car Show.

News Segment, April 14, 8a, :30 - - State Department of Environmental Conservation 
Commissioner Basil Seggos announced on Wednesday that $1.14 million in competitive grant 
funding is now available to help communities in the Hudson River Estuary watershed increase 
resiliency to flooding, protect water quality, fish, and wildlife habitat, and improve recreational 
access and education for all, including people with disabilities and New Yorkers living in 
communities historically and disproportionately overburdened by environmental pollution.  
Three types of grant opportunities are available through three Requests for Applications: Local 
Stewardship Planning; River Access; and River Education.
Approximately $300,000 is available for projects to improve resiliency to flooding and sea-level 
rise and improve accessibility for people with disabilities at sites for boating, fishing, swimming, 
and/or wildlife-dependent recreation along the shores of the Hudson River Estuary, including 
the tidal portion of its tributaries.

News Segment on April 19th 6a- :15- Rockland County is cracking 
down on dozens of properties in Spring Valley for litter and trash. The county's Office of 
Buildings and Codes recently issued more than 30 properties with over 60 violations of 
the state's maintenance code, including the accumulation of old tires, construction 
debris, furniture and propane tanks.



News Segment on April 22nd at 6a :20  New York officials are marking Earth Week by 
releasing a guide that will help owners of large buildings become greener. Former President Bill 
Clinton, who lives in Chappaqua, was among the officials on hand at the Empire State Building 
to unveil it yesterday. The online Empire Building Playbook maps out how owners can reduce 
energy consumption and make a shift away from fossil fuels to help New York reach its clean 
energy goals.

National Guard/Veteran Affairs:
News Segment, April 4th 7a - :10 sec.- A new Veterans Service office is 
now open in Westchester County. County Executive George Latimer says the new central office 
location at 10 County Center Road in White Plains will allow agency staff to better provide for 
military personnel.

News Segment, April 14, 9a,  - The just-approved state budget creates a State Department of 
Veterans’ Affairs, elevating the agency from a division of government.
The measure was sponsored by Assemblywoman Didi Barrett (D, Hudson), who said it will 
provide a one-stop shop for veterans’ services. “The current structure of the division dates to 
the end of World War II and I think a lot has changed and a lot more is known and understood, 
and this is really an opportunity to give veterans the stature, the status, that they deserve, and 
we hold them in in state government," she said.
Barrett said while appointment of a commissioner of the new department is a function of the 
governor, she would hope the current director, Rev. Viviana DeCohen, is named.  

Ukranian War and the Hudson Valley:
New Segment, April 1, 8a, :25 - Dozens of bullet proof vests and Kevlar SWAT helmets were 
presented on Thursday by the Hudson City Police Department to representatives of St. 
Michael’s Ukrainian Orthodox Church for immediate shipment to Ukraine as the country 
continues to fight the unprovoked attack and invasion by Russia.
World events prompted Chief L. Edward Moore to contact Father Wolodymyr Paszko, a priest 
at St. Michael’s Church in Hudson. The priest has been arranging weekly shipments of medical 
supplies and food to Ukraine. “Everyone sees on television every day what is going on and just 
the thought that some of our equipment could actually save a child or a family – these will be 
issued to civilian people – maybe a doctor. Just the thought that someone’s life could be saved 
is excited all of us over here,” the chief said.
The body armor manufacturer certifies their vests for a period of five years, which coincides 
with a federal grant that also requires periodic vest replacement.



WSPK PSA INITIATIVES:
K104’s Find Work Network – This is an effort to find employment for Hudson Valley residents. 
It is support with a main rotator on stations web site and 21 promos per week.

K104’s Small Business Booster - On air promo 5x/day with social media to support this local 
busines initiative.

WSPK Podcasts:
www.k104online.com host a podcast page that serves as a landing spot for 3 self 
help/inspirational programs. 

Shine On with Kacey is a Health and Happiness show with deep dives into self help topics. Here 
are some of the programs that covered health related topics:

Kacey’s Wellness Minute is a condensed recap of Shine One

Happy Hour with Jonna and Karyl – a one hour show on personal empowerment.


