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TRAFFIC/TRANSIT AND TRANSPORTION AND PORT AUTHORITY
WSPK runs local traffic reports at 6a, 6:30a 7a, 7:30a, 8a, 8:30a, 
4:30p, 4:50p, 5:20p, 5:50p and 6:20p. Here, WSPK delivers information impacting the travel 
concerns related to Metro North, MTA Bridges, Airports as well as local road, parkways, 
highways and interstates. Road construction warning and information were also covered. These 
live reports run Monday rough Friday.

October 7, new segment, 8a, :25 - – Orange County is going to purchase a mobile motor vehicle 
office to bring services to residents who cannot get to the three county clerk’s offices – in 
Goshen, Middletown and Newburgh. The county legislature, Thursday, approved spending 
$220,000 in ARPA funds for the vehicle. Majority Leader Thomas Faggione, whose district 
includes the City of Port Jervis, said this unit will be a plus for residents of western Orange 
County since that area lost a DMV office a number of years ago.
Newburgh Legislator Genesis Ramos said the mobile unit will serve benefit residents who do 
not live in the areas where permanent offices are located. “One of the things all of us care 
about on the legislature is access and how can we make our services accessible to folks across 
the county. I look forward to seeing not just how we implement it, but as we do implement it, 
how it can continue improving services throughout the county,” she said.
The counties of Sullivan and Ulster also have a traveling DMV unit. Those counties only have 
one county clerk’s office each.

November 4, news segment, 6a, :25 - If you are planning to fly anywhere in the United States 
and don’t want to show your passport at the airport, you can get a REAL ID driver’s license at 
your county motor vehicle office. Effective May 3, 2023, all airports will require that fliers have 
those new licenses. State DMV Commissioner Mark Schroeder and TSA Federal Security 
Director Robert Duffy were at New York Stewart International Airport near Newburgh on 
Thursday to drive that message home. Duffy noted having that type of license will be a federal 
requirement. “The world has become a dangerous place since 9/11 and those were the events 
that drove this need fore REAL ID. And that’s especially important to us here in New York the 
terrible events of that day started here in New York City,” he said. Effective next May, 
passengers taking domestic flights will need either a passport or a REAL-ID compliant document 
to fly. A standard driver’s license will no longer be acceptable under federal law. An Enhanced 
ID is acceptable for REAL ID purposes and can also be used instead of a passport to return to 
the US by land or sea from Canada, Mexico and some Caribbean countries.



November 7, news segment, 8a, :20 - – Weeks after the Orange County Legislature 
appropriated funding, the mobile motor DMV office on wheels has been ordered.
County Clerk Kelly Eskew said the vehicle should arrive in January and will service outlying areas 
where residents live who cannot easily get to the DMV offices in Goshen, Middletown or 
Newburgh. “And also to target seniors and veterans and people who might have disabilities 
that can’t always have access to transportation to the DMV office, so that’s going to be our 
office. The vehicle is expected to service the Port Jervis and Monroe areas and other parts of 
the county that are not easily accessible to the offices.

November 22, news segment, 6a, 8a, :25 - The Haverstraw-Ossining and Newburgh-Beacon 
Ferries are adding early getaway ferries on Wednesday, November 23. 
An early Haverstraw-Ossining getaway ferry will meet the 2:51 p.m. train from Grand Central 
Early Newburgh-Beacon getaway ferries will meet the 2:43 p.m. and 3:18 p.m. and 3:48 p.m.. 
Ferry service on both routes will not operate on Thanksgiving Day, November 24.
On Friday, November 25, both ferry routes will operate on a special schedule.

November 30, news segment, 9a, :20 - The Putnam County Sheriff’s Office has been awarded a 
state grant of $74,000 toward the purchase of automated license plate readers for 12 patrol 
vehicles.The funding was secured by Senator Pete Harckham (D, Mount Kisco).
The license plate readers, whether mounted in vehicles or on stationary poles, are digital 
cameras and computers that can scan the license plates on vehicles passing by, and note the 
date, time and location. The computer software quickly compares the license plate information 
with police agency data and offers near-instant notifications of whether a vehicle is linked to an 
investigation.

December 06, news segment, 7a, :30 - The New York State Thruway Authority on Monday 
announced its proposed plan to hike tolls on the superhighway which will include a five 
percent-per-year increase in tolls from 2024 through 2027. There is no toll increase planned for 
2023. Board Chairwoman Joanne Mahoney noted the system is funded exclusively by users; 
there is no federal aid or funding from COVID-19 financial support.
She noted there will be three public comment sessions and she welcomed suggestions from 
anyone who can propose a viable alternative to the fare hikes.

December 23, news segment, 8a, :25 - Play Airlines, the popular daily service between New 
York Stewart International Airport at Newburgh and Iceland, has suspended flights from 
January 9 through February 16 in the new year.
The reason is seasonal demand is low.  The airline said it will be back later in February flying 
daily runs between Newburgh and Reykjavik. From there, passengers can take connecting 
flights to several destinations in the heart of Europe. For those whose flights were cancelled, 
they can change the date or receive a refund. Play is the first and only international carrier to 
use the new Stewart International Arrivals terminal.



Race/Equality/Social Relations/ Cultural News and Issues:
Nov 1, news segment, :20, 7a  Dr. Annie Seaton, a former professor who spent almost 13 years 
at Bard College, is suing the private liberal arts college with accusations of systemic racism and 
sexual harassment.  The case is currently in the federal court system under the caption of Jane 
Doe vs. Bard College.  By reading the complaint and performing basic research, Mid-Hudson 
News was able to determine and verify that Dr. Seaton is the plaintiff.
Dr. Annie Seaton publicly identifies herself as a lesbian woman of color.  The complaint contains 
numerous unverified allegations.  Dr. Seaton says that racism was noticed during her 
employment interview on September 15, 2008, when Bard President Leon Botstein noted 
rampant racism at the school, telling the professor, "There is a tremendous amount of hostility 
toward black people here at Bard."

Gun Violence/Crimes and Control:
October 3, news segment, 9a, :25 - The Sullivan County District Attorney’s Office, partnering 
with Hope Not Handcuffs, has secured a $1.3 million grant from the national Bureau of Justice 
Assistance of the US Department of Justice, to address the substance use disorder problem.
The grant is designed to support community and law enforcement collaboration to make 
treatment available to those experiencing substance use disorder.
Through the program, community members respond directly to police stations to support those 
who decided to seek treatment, wit the goal of reducing the numbers of both fatal and non-
fatal overdoses in the area. “The benefits of our partnership with Annette Kahrs and the Hope 
Not Handcuffs – Hudson Valley team are clear,” said DA Meagan Galligan. “While we will 
continue to detect and dismantle illegal opiate distribution networks to remove those who 
peddle poison for profit from our community, this program will continue to combat this crisis 
by offering treatment and recovery support to hose who need it,” Galligan said.

December 06, news segment, 8a, :25 - The Hope Not Handcuffs program that can offer an 
alternative to the legal system for those suffering from substance uses, appears to be assisting 
Newburgh City residents, Police Commissioner Jose Gomerez said.
In use for just over six months, Gomerez said it is helping. “Our collaboration with the 
community has improved, and you can see it with public trust. You can see it with programs like 
Hope Not Handcuffs,” he said. “We joined that program for about seven months and we have 
about 16 cases that have walked into our lobby asking for assistance and assistance was 
provided to those people.”Gomerez said that means people are starting to reach out to the 
police. Several other communities in the Hudson Valley have joined Hope Not Handcuffs and all 
say it is providing people with, as the name says, hope.

December 20, news segment, 8a, :30 - POUGHKEEPSIE - The city's common council brought City 
of Poughkeepsie Police Chief Tom Pape and Captain Rich Wilson to a public hearing on Monday 
to discuss what the council considers a "recent increase in criminal activity in the City of 



Poughkeepsie."  Chief Pape disputes the claim and came to the meeting with data to 
substantiate his argument.For instance, the police responded to five rapes in 2022, compared 
to 10 in 2021.  Robberies are also down.  In 2021 there were 39 compared to 25 this year.  Pape 
continued to provide data on the "Part 1" crimes, pointing out that his department handled 142 
aggravated assault cases in 2021 compared to 91 this year. Burglaries are also down from the 
73 reported last year.  In 2022, Pape's department responded to 57 burglaries.  Larcenies are 
down dramatically.  In 2021, officers responded to 505 crimes of larceny compared to 400 this 
year. Property crimes, considered non-violent have risen in 2022 when compared to 2021.  Last 
year there were 321 property crimes while the department has responded to 487 this year.

PSA Campaigns:
Safe Ride Program for New Years was posted on WSPK social media platforms.
The program was supported by Dana Distributors, MADD and the NYSP.

Housing:
October 31, news segment, 6a, :20 - The average selling price of a single-family home in Ulster 
County rose by 13 percent in the first three-quarters of 2022 compared to the same period last 
year. The Ulster County Board of Realtors also reports the number of sales dropped by 22 
percent. Homes sold slightly faster this year, remaining on the market over five percent fewer 
days than in 2021. In September, available listing fell by 12 percent.

Education/School Sports/Youth Initiatives:
October 3, news segment, 7a, :25 - In the wake of Friday night’s shooting of three Newburgh 
residents immediately after a high school football game between Warwick and Newburgh Free 
Academy, Warwick school officials said on Saturday that they “will not be taking part in any 
sports or extracurricular activities in Newburgh” until further notice.
The Warwick district officials said their football and cheerleading teams arrived home safely.
“The evening’s events were certainly alarming,” officials said. The Warwick district “is prepared 
to support students and families during this time. Kindly notify your child’s principal via email if 
we can be of any assistance.”

October 20, news segment, 8a, :25 - - David Laffin, a teacher at Poughkeepsie High School, has 
been raising money through a series of concerts to support the MHA Dutchess Vet2Vet 
program.  Laffin is a talented musician and has been enlisting the help of many of the Hudson 
Valley's notable musicians in performing fundraising concerts at various venues in and around 
Poughkeepsie. All of the donations collected are going to the MHA Dutchess Vet2Vet program 
which provides peer counseling and a host of other services that help veterans return to civilian 
life.

October 24, news segment, 8a, :30 - A total of 74 students began an 11-week program in the 
City of Poughkeepsie last week known as "Careers in Law Enforcement."  The students 
represent both Poughkeepsie and Arlington High Schools in the program that began in the city 



in 1998. Poughkeepsie Mayor Rob Rolison, who retired from the Town of Poughkeepsie Police 
Department after 26 years of service in both the patrol and detective divisions, welcomed the 
students.  "I am excited for all of you," he told the class while letting them know that there are 
several different opportunities for employment in the public safety field.
The program was started by City of Poughkeepsie Police Lieutenant Mel Clauson, who told the 
attendees on their first night that the upcoming classes will give them an opportunity to hear 
from members of law enforcement from several local, state, and federal agencies.

October 27, news segment, 8a, :30 - – The Newburgh Enlarged City School District is now on the 
global stage as it is one of eight districts worldwide to receive an IBM Education Security 
Preparedness Grant.
A team of IBM Service Corps volunteers will be assigned to address the cybersecurity resiliency 
of the district. Ray Sims, IBM’s Security X-Force Global Lead for Training and Education, said 
now more than ever, keeping up on ways to prevent cyberattacks is critical.“Schools have 
become more dependent upon technology and ransomware attacks against schools are 
increasing. Government agencies including the FBI, are anticipating an increase in cyberattacks 
against schools this school year and schools are preparing for what could potentially be 
significant costs associated with that,” he said.

October 27, news segment, 6a, :20 - The $159 million capital project for the two Orange-Ulster 
BOCES campuses has been approved by a 110 vote margin.
Officials said that means the Board of Cooperative Educational Services will move forward on 
adding instructional areas, upgrading infrastructure and renovating dated environments on 
both the Gibson Hill and Arden Hill campuses, both in Goshen.

This is the second year of the program, which is designed to assist districts in making sure they 
are ready if they face cyberattacks

Employment:
October 3, news segment, 9a, :30 - Over 1,000 employees of Global Foundries U.S. 2 LLC at the 
former IBM East Fishkill facility have been notified of layoffs as the business is sold to ON 
Semiconductor Corporation, according to the State Labor Department’s Office of Dislocated 
Workers Program.
The layoffs, affecting 1,056 employees, are expected to occur on December 31, 2022.
The good news is that ON is expected to transition all of Global Foundries’ workers effective 
January 1, 2023. Assistant Dutchess County Executive Ronald Hicks, Jr. said the county has been 
working with ONSemi on the transition of the employees. County officials recently toured one 
of the areas in which ONSemi is expanding. The new space is located in two buildings previously 
unutilized by Global Foundries, and ONSemi plans to use the 100,000 square feet for testing 
and “post fab” production. “The onsemi expansion in East Fishkill is an example of the 
resurgence of semiconductor manufacturing in the U.S. that will be accelerated by the CHIPS 
for America Act that Congress passed on in July,” said Hicks. “The onsemi takeover and this 
expansion have bolstered confidence in the fab’s future and long-term growth in the county’s 



tech industry,” said Think Dutchess President Sarah Lee. Phoenix-based onsemi is expected to 
take over the East Fishkill operation in 2023.

October 25, news segment, 9a, :25 - Private sector jobs in the Hudson Valley rose by 34,700 or 
4.6 percent, to 795,700 over the year in September, the State Labor Department reported.
Sullivan County ranked number one in new jobs with 9.1 percent growth.
The Orange-Rockland-Westchester Metro Area ranked second in the region with 4.8 percent 
growth. The Dutchess-Putnam Metropolitan Division followed with 3.4 percent job growth. 
Ulster County saw 2.7 percent growth Greene County had 1.0 percent new jobs.

October 27, news segment, 7a. :30 - The September 2022 unemployment rate for the Hudson 
Valley Region was 2.8 percent, the State Labor Department reports. That is down from 3.5 
percent in August 2022 and down from 3.9 percent in September 2021.
In September, there were 33,200 unemployed in the region, down from 40,600 in August and 
down from 44,000 in September 2021.Year-over-year in September, the labor force increased 
by 44,200 or 3.9 percent to almost 1.2 million.
All Hudson Valley/Catskills counties with the exception of Greene and Delaware experienced 
under 3.0 percent joblessness in September.

October 27, news segment, 6a, :25 - The State Department of Corrections and Community 
Supervision is offering retired corrections officers the opportunity to return to work on a part-
time basis to fill a shortage of full-time officers.
State law allows a retiree “to continue to receive their full retirement allowance without loss, 
suspension or diminution while simultaneously earning up to $35,000 per calendar year in a 
position of public service,” said Kelly Ahearn, director of personnel for the department

Public Safety/Residential Impacts and Police Reforms:
October 3, news segment, 6a, :20 - - A fundraiser on Saturday was held at the American Legion 
Post 1466 to raise money for police K9 units in two Dutchess County towns. The Town of 
Poughkeepsie and Town of Hyde Park police departments both have K9 units.  The Hyde Park 
K9 unit was recently revived after a several-year absence.  In July, Hyde Park Police Officer Alec 
Brandow and his partner Urso completed their basic training and were introduced to the public.
The fundraiser was held by community members and the K9 units from both departments.  The 
funds raised support joint training operations with the Hyde Park and Town of Poughkeepsie K9 
units.  The money is also being used for the purchase of dogs in the future.

November 8, news segment, 9a, :25 - – At least two instances of people setting up tables 
outside businesses – one in Liberty and another in Monticello – asking people for personal 
information in return for a free phone or tablet, have surfaced in Sullivan County.
County Office for the Aging Director Kelly Stoller said those are scams that people should avoid.
She said senior citizens and people with limited means are targets. “Unfortunately, the people 
that gave them the information aren’t going to know what’s going to happen until it happens, 
and then it’s too late, then their bank account is empty,” she said. “There are so many things I 



think – fake IDs, fake passports, all this information that they gave to these people could be 
used fore a large number of not very good things.”
Stoller said people should not fall for those scams and under no circumstances give out your 
personal information.

November 9, news segment, 8a, :30 - – An active shooter drill was conducted Tuesday at 
Orange-Ulster BOCES to help law enforcement respond to school shootings.
Orange County Executive Steve Neuhaus said he gets plenty of questions from parents 
regarding school safety as news reports, sometimes on a weekly or daily basis, cover mass 
shooting in our schools. “This is very critical. We’re seeing this more and more across the 
country.” said Neuhaus.  “We have tremendous cooperation from BOCES who represents all the 
school districts. The police chiefs are critical. The first responders – nine times of 10 the first on 
the scene is going to be a rank-and-file police officer. They need that training. They need that 
experience,” he said. The exercise was also conducted to help those attending, from many 
regional police, fire and EMS departments, to recognize violent threats in schools and how to 
create an emergency action plan

Health and Health Care Issues:
October 3, news segment, 9a, :35 - Over 100 people came to New York Stewart Airport 
International Airport Sunday morning at the Second Aviation Hangar, trying to pull an airplane 
with a rope. The event, sponsored by the American Cancer Society, well held to raise money for 
cancer research. Each group of participants had to raise at least $1,000 before the plane pull in 
order to qualify as a team. Organizer David Claisse assembled the event and where dozens not 
only wore pink, but at least one man donned a pink tutu.  It was a typical fall morning with 
windy and chilly weather. In the end, the plane was largely the victor in most of the morning 
team pulls.  Still, it proved the point that each little bit of progress and each team brought 
thousands of dollars to unlock new keys in the fight against cancer,

October 24, news segment, 6a, :20 - The season’s first human case of West Nile virus this 
season in a county resident has been reported by Rockland County officials.
The patient lives in Ramapo, is over the age of 50, and tested positive for the illness.
That human case “reinforces the urgency of the need for people to protect themselves against 
mosquito bites and to continue to check their property and get rid of standing water around 
their properties where mosquitoes breed,” said County Health Commissioner Dr. Patricia 
Schnabel Ruppert. “Some mosquitoes are most active between dusk and dawn when the air is 
calm, and the females are most likely to bite. However, other mosquitoes will feed at any time 
of the day. To protect yourself from bites, use insect repellents when spending time outdoors.”

October 18, news segment, 9a, :25 - The Consolidated Water District #1 again has violated a 
drinking water standard. This is not an emergency, town officials said.
The town routinely monitors for the presence of drinking water contaminants and on 
September 1, it was notified that on August 16, samples showed the system exceeded the 
maximum contaminant level for Total Trihalomethanes (TTHMs).



October 20, news segment, 7a, :25 - – New York Blood Center is facing another blood 
emergency, their second in the last 75 days and the fifth of 2022. A blood emergency occurs 
when there is a significant gap between the amount of blood donations and need from local 
hospitals. The region’s blood supply is once again at a one-to-three-day supply. 
Despite new and innovative strategies to encourage the scheduling of more community blood 
drives, the gap between what hospitals and patients need and the available blood supply 
continues to grow. The blood center said 62 percent of the general public is able to donate and 
only about four percent of that population do -- this a national crisis that must change for the 
future health of all New Yorkers and this country, the center said on Wednesday.

November 1, news segment, 8a, :20 - The City of Port Jervis has had no urgent care medical 
facilities until now. Dr. Brandon O’Connor has opened the first such facility – O’Connor Medical 
Urgent Care – at 9 Orchard Street. His wife, Sarah Little, is also a medical doctor, practicing as a 
pediatrician for 10 years next door in Little Pediatrics. 
She is a native of Sparrowbush, and while the family leaves in Milford, Pennsylvania, Dr. 
O’Connor felt Port Jervis was in need of an urgent care facility so residents would not have to 
travel a half hour away treatment of colds, flu, scraps, bruises and other minor health issues.
Dr. O’Connor has been practicing for 12 years, predominantly as the medical director of three 
urgent care centers.

November 8, news segment, 8a, :30 - The Sullivan County Department of Public Health has 
been notified of an outbreak of Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza (HPAI) within a multi-species 
flock in the county. This was laboratory-confirmed to be of the H5N1 influenza strain.
The flock includes chickens, ducks, geese and guinea fowl that possibly were exposed via 
contact with wild waterfowl. As of this notification, more than 100 birds have succumbed to the 
infection, with the remainder of the 116-bird flock being euthanized this past weekend.
 In early February, the U.S. Department of Agriculture confirmed the detection of HPAI at a 
commercial turkey facility in Dubois County, Indiana. This was the first confirmed case in the 
U.S. since 2020. Since that initial case, New York has seen multiple cases in commercial or 
backyard flocks in Fulton, Ulster, Dutchess, Monroe, Orleans, and Suffolk counties. Wild birds 
infected with HPAI were identified in Wayne, Suffolk, Seneca and Cayuga counties.

November 8, news segment, 7a, :25 - - The Kensico Water District and the Old Farm Water 
District, both in the Town of Mount Pleasant, have been cited for violations of exceeding levels 
of haloacetic acids. Both systems are not emergencies, officials said.
Water samples in both exceeded the parts per million, but officials said customers need not do 
anything unless they have a severely compromised immune system, have an infant, or are 
elderly. Those people may be at increased risk and should seek advice about drinking water 
from their health care providers. Haloacetic acids are disinfection byproducts formed during 
treatment of drinking water by chlorine, the most commonly used disinfectant in the state. 
For the Kensico district, the town has submitted a project to the Westchester County Health 
Department for approval to install a bypass water main loop system containing over 1,200 feet 
of 24-inch and 36-inch diameter water and main pipe which will eliminate disinfection 



treatment from within the storage tanks to provide disinfection just upstream from the 
distribution system.

November 8, news segment, 9a, :25 - New York Blood Center will be holding a blood drive at 
Beacon High School on Wednesday, November 9 from 7:30 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. in honor of Paris 
Moore. The public is encouraged to attend this drive after 2:30 p.m. if they are able. 
 Paris graduated from Beacon High School in 2018. He was born with sickle cell disease, an 
inherited red cell disorder that is most common among African Americans. Some 100,000 
people nationwide suffer from this disease, of which 98 percent are African Americans.
 Paris relies on blood donations to keep him alive, receiving monthly blood transfusions to 
reduce pain, the risk of infections and stroke.  Sickle cell disease patients require very closely 
matched blood products because their bodies make antibodies directed towards transfused red 
blood cells.

November 7, news segment, 7a, 20 - Garnet Health Medical Center is five-star rated for 
treatment of Stroke (2019-2023), Hip Fracture (2023), Sepsis (2019-2023), Pulmonary Embolism 
(2021-2023), and Respiratory Failure (2019-2023), according to new research released by 
Healthgrades, the leading marketplace connecting doctors and patients. 
Hospital officials said these five-star ratings reflect Garnet Health Medical Center’s dedication 
to delivering quality care for Stroke, Hip Fracture, Sepsis, Pulmonary Embolism, and Respiratory 
Failure, and distinguishes them as one of the nation’s leading hospitals for specialty care.

December 19, news segment, 8a, :25 - - Dutchess County Legislator Doug McHoul (R-Fishkill) is 
encouraging parents and others responsible for young children to make sure the children 
receive all three Polio vaccinations to prevent the spread of the virus. 

It is a crippling disease that can invade the brain and spinal cord resulting in paralysis.  In 
Dutchess County, only 76 percent of children ages three and under have received all three 
doses of the mandatory Polio vaccine

Drugs and Alcohol/Marijuana
October 7, news segment, 8a, :30 - Purveyors of fentanyl are now peddling their poison to the 
younger demographics with the way they are packaging the lethal drug.
That has Sullivan County Health and Human Services Deputy Commissioner Wendy Brown, 
head of the county’s opioid task force, worried. “They are packaging the fentanyl pills, they are 
colored, and they look like candy, so we are putting out an alert to all the schools; we are going 
to do public service announcements to make sure people are aware this is poison, they are 
marketing poison,” she told members of the county legislature’s Public Safety and Law 
Enforcement Committee on Thursday. County officials have been told that most fatal overdoses 
in the county occur as a result of fentanyl-laced opioids

November 2, news segment, 6a, :30 - New York State Comptroller Thomas DiNapoli issued his 
report on overdose rates on Tuesday and the results show that drug overdose fatalities surged 



statewide during the pandemic.  Opioid-related overdose deaths increased by 68 percent 
between 2019 and 2021, taking the lives of nearly 5,000 New Yorkers.
“The data shows our battle against drug overdose deaths is far from over,” the comptroller 
said. “State leaders must ensure an ongoing commitment of public resources and strategies, 
including new funding from legal settlements, and innovative, evidence-based solutions for the 
fight against this deadly epidemic to be effective.” With limited statistical data available from 
the CDC, 15 counties in the state were analyzed.  The highest overdose rate in the 15 counties 
was in Dutchess County, where more than 43 people per 100,000 died of drug overdoses in 
2020.  There are approximately 297,000 residents in Dutchess County.

December 22, news segment, 8a, :30 - Dutchess County Drug Task Force Detective Sergeant 
Adam Harris announced that his group has seized another type of counterfeit Oxycodone 
containing fentanyl in the county.  The seizure was made during an ongoing investigation.  
Harris declined to provide additional information on how the pills were seized to protect the 
integrity of the investigation. The counterfeit pills seized are white in color, oblong-shaped, and 
imprinted "10/325” and “M523." A more common counterfeit pill containing fentanyl is the 
Oxycodone M30, Harris noted. Dutchess County Sheriff Kirk Imperati issued a reminder to 
people taking prescription pain relievers to only use the pills prescribed by medical 
professionals, noting that prescription medications sold illegally can often be fraudulent and 
may contain fentanyl.

Economy/Tourism/Parks
October 3, news segment, 8a, :20 - Ulster County’s fiscal stress score is 3.3 out of 100 and 
signifies that the county has the ability to handle economic fluctuations, according to the latest 
report from the State Comptroller’s Office. “Thanks to the record of sound financial 
management in Ulster County, we are able to continue providing residents with the services 
they need while being confident in our long-term financial stability,” said Acting County 
Executive Johanna Contreras.

October 10, news segment, 7a, :25 - The Captain's Table restaurant has been inducted into the 
New York State Business Preservation Registry, administered by the Office of Parks, Recreation 
and Historic Preservation.Created earlier this year, the registry highlights businesses that have 
been in operation for at least 50 years and have contributed to their communities' history.
The announcement on Sunday by Senator James Skoufis (D, Cornwall) kicked off the business' 
50th anniversary celebration.

October 18, news segment, 6a, :25 - Mayor Steven Noble unveiled his 2023 Kingston City 
budget on Monday declaring the city has “very strong financial health.”
The mayor’s proposed spending plan general fun comes just under $50.1 million, up from $46.7 
million in 2022. The residential and commercial property tax rates will decrease in Noble’s 
budget.The mayor’s budget includes a first-ever crime analysis on top of seven new full-timers 
this year, funds for infrastructure, housing and sustainable energy sources.
Noble was also thrilled that the city received its first ambulance as a multi-purpose vehicle.



October 24, news segment, 7a, :30 - A new attraction at Dongan Square Park on lower Mill 
Street has resulted in substantial speculation from neighbors in the area.  Portions of a replica 
of the Vassar House float used in the previous "Festival of Lights" parade arrived at the park on 
Saturday, near the Christmas tree that gets illuminated at the end of the annual parade each 
December, causing residents to speculate on the park additions.
The float, owned by Andres San Milan, had been stored along with others, at a city-owned 
parking lot across from the Family Partnership Center on North Hamilton Street, according to 
Poughkeepsie City Administrator Marc Nelson.  In an effort to preserve the floats, Nelson 
arranged for them to be relocated to Dongan Square Park in advance of the 2022 Festival of 
Lights.

October 31, news segment, 7a :25 - City officials and others gathered at the recently renovated 
and improved Pershing Avenue Park in Poughkeepsie for a ceremonial ribbon cutting.  The 
improvements are part of the city's continued enhancements to the city park system.
The renovations included the removal of old fencing and adjusting poor sight lines to give the 
park the feel of an open space.  Combined with new solar lighting, the improvements were 
designed to discourage people from using the park for criminal activity

October 31, news segment, 9a, :30 - The annual Law Enforcement Torch Run (LETR) to benefit 
Special Olympics made its way through parts of Dutchess and Ulster County on Saturday.  This 
year's Hudson Valley run drew approximately 40 runners for the 34th annual Hudson Valley 
LETR. The LETR started in Kansas in 1981 and has grown every year since, raising more than 
$900 million to support the athletes competing in the Special Olympics.
In Dutchess County, the runners begin at the FDR Presidential Library in Hyde Park and run 
south on Route 9 to Marist College where they turn left onto Washington Street and run to 
Parker Avenue.  The runners then turn left on Parker and almost immediately turn into the East 
Gate section of the Walkway Over the Hudson.  After a very brief water break, the runners head 
over the Walkway into Ulster County and then make their way to the Mid-Hudson Bridge to 
return to Poughkeepsie, where the run ends at Mahoney's Steak House.

November 1, news segment, 8a, :20 - The Cultural Landscape Foundation has issued a report 
looking at “threatened and at-risk landscapes” across the country and Newburgh’s Andrew 
Jackson Downing Park is among them. The 35-acre park, which opened on July 4, 1897, faces 
“chronic underfunding resulting in long-lasting deterioration,” the Washington, DC-based 
organization said. It also pointed to plans “to insert a new memorial, which needs to be 
sensitively address, featuring the reinterment of remains of more than 100 African Americans 
from the 19th century ‘Colored Burial Ground’,” Mayor Torrance Harvey has his own theory as 
to why Downing Park is on that list of at-risk landscapes.

November 4, news segment, 7a, :20 - Development interest in Sullivan County remains high 
with companies looking to locate in the Catskills while existing ones consider expansion.



The unemployment rate is low and new jobs continue to be filled. But, the big elephant in the 
room is inflation and the possibility of a national recession.

November 4, news segment, 8a, :30 - Tourists are enjoying everything that Ulster County has to 
offer as is borne out by a host of just-released statistics.
The county represents 44 percent of all visitation to the Catskills and visitor spending is up 129 
percent from 2019, according to the latest data from I Love NY Tourism.
Hotel occupancy taxes collected by the county increased 65.2 percent from 2019, setting an all-
time high of over $3.3 million. Tourism has also had a positive impact on the economy with 
sales tax collections up by 27.1 percent in 2021 and 121.5 percent from 2019.
The revenue from tourism provides funding for affordable housing projects, mental health 
services, emergency services, and more, county officials note. The Ulster County Tourism 
Department has also accepted two 2022 New York State Tourism Excellence Awards - 
Excellence in Overall Tourism Marketing: “Seek for Yourself” Campaign; and Excellence in 
Tourism Marketing Campaigns, Projects & Programs: Creative Use of Data to Drive Success. 
The tourism department has also launched a new website,  visitulstercountyny.com.

November 4, news segment, 9a, :30 -  After finishing all the details, a ribbon was cut Thursday 
celebrating the completion of the Broadway Streetscape project, a $25 million, 32-month 
endeavor to make the City of Kingston’s main thoroughfare more pedestrian and bicycle 
friendly. “We are officially taking this project on as an officially done project,” said Mayor Steve 
Noble, who the ribbon. The project stretched from Col. Chandler Drive, where a new 
roundabout was built, south to just underneath the railroad overpass, included new signals, 
sewer lines and two-lane bicycle path running along Broadway’s northbound lane.
 “We really tried to take what was four lanes of through traffic, which was very dangerous for 
our pedestrians, to turn it into to just two through lanes,” said Noble. “We also added room for 
bicycles to be able to use the street.”

November 7, news segment, 7a, :20 - – Sullivan County hospitality developer Sims Foster has 
closed on three buildings in downtown Newburgh, which he will transform into upscale dining 
and hotel space, Mayor Torrance Harvey told Mid-Hudson News.
Orange County previously owned the former Masonic Lodge, YWCA and American Legion 
buildings on Grand Street. The mayor said the project will be transformative for the city.
“It’s going to be amazing. World-class dining, lounges, restaurants, world renown chefs, hotel, 
rooms and things like that,” he said. The project, just off Broadway, is adjacent to the SUNY 
Orange Newburgh campus, Newburgh Free Library and other historic facilities.

November 7, news segment, 9a, :20 - The Pomeroy Fund for NYS History has awarded seven 
organizations in the Hudson Valley $5,000 each during its fifth grant round to bring back or hire 
museum educators. The awards were presented to Beacon Historical Society, Edward Hopper 
House Museum & Study Center, Mount Gulian Society, Putnam History Museum, The Friends of 
Mills at Staatsburg, Time and the Valleys Museum, and Wappingers Historical Society.



The Pomeroy Fund, which is a partnership between the William G. Pomeroy Foundation and 
the Museum Association of New York, has awarded almost $300,000 to 96 history-related 
organizations across New York State since spring 2020.

November 30, news segment, 9a, :30 - The demolition of the Pulaski Park Bathhouse is nearly 
completed and plans for the replacement are being developed by Poughkeepsie City officials.  
The new bathhouse will be constructed in the spring of 2023.
Improvements have been taking place throughout the city's 18 parks for more than a year and 
the work is continuing.  When the Pulaski Park project is completed, the bathhouse at the 
Spratt Park Pool will be renovated. At least $4 million of American Rescue Plan Act funding has 
been used for several of the projects.

December 13, news segment, 7a, 9a, :30 - – Resorts World Hudson Valley is making good on its 
promise to open before the end of the year with the announcement that it will open its doors 
to the public on Wednesday, December 28. The electronic gaming facility at the Newburgh 
Mall in the Town of Newburgh will be a big plus for the region, said Steven Gross, Orange 
County’s economic development director.“It’s great for the Newburgh Mall, great for the local 
economy, great for recreational opportunities, lots of economic activity in the Newburgh area 
and Orange County as a whole. And Resorts World coming to Orange County is another step in 
that right direction of providing good economic opportunities for everybody in the county,” he 
said.

December 22, news segment, 8a, :30 - – The movie The Whale, marking actor Brendan Fraser’s 
return with a performance gaining Oscar buzz, was filmed largely in Orange County.
Scenes of the $3 million feature were shot at Umbra Stages in Newburgh, making it one of 
several current and upcoming movies and television shows filmed at least partly in Orange 
County. Fraser has been garnering Oscar talk and extended standing ovations at film festivals 
for his portrayal of a reclusive English teacher, suffering from severe obesity, who attempts to 
reconnect with his estranged teenaged daughter. Sadie Sink, who plays the daughter, is a fan 
favorite from the Netflix hit Stranger Things, in which she plays hard-edged high schooler Max 
Mayfield. The Whale used Umbra’s stage 4, an 18,000-square-foot drive-on sound stage.

Regional Utilities/Gas Prices/Public Works
November 1, news segment, 9a, :30 -  New Yorkers needing help paying their heating bills can 
begin applying for home heating assistance today (Tuesday, November 1).
The Home Energy Assistance Program, HEAP, can provide up to $976 this winter to help low- 
and middle-income households and senior citizens keep their homes warm and help- defray 
high energy costs. The program, overseen by the State Office of Temporary and Disability 
Assistance, is federally funded. Eligible homeowners and renters may receive up to $976 in 
heating assistance, depending on their income, household size, how they heat their home, and 
if they household contains a vulnerable member. A family of four may have a maximum, gross 
monthly income of $5,485 or an annual income of $65,829, and still qualify for benefits.



“We remain committed to ensuring our most vulnerable New Yorkers have access to assistance 
and programs that will help address rising costs of heating their homes this winter,” said 
Governor Kathy Hochul. She said HEAP is a “vital lifeline for countless New York families

December 2, news segment, 7a, :25 - – A workshop was conducted Thursday at the YMCA in 
Kingston to help Central Hudson customers apply for New York State’s Low-Income Electric and 
Gas Relief Program. Advocates from the Public Utility Law Project (PULP) and Communities for 
Local Power conducted the workshop.“It’s needed more than ever with all the rising supply 
costs, the high energy bills,” said Lori Wheelock, executive director of the Public Utility Law 
Project. “We’re seeing a lot of need in all income brackets.”
 
In June, the state’s Public Service Commission approved a $557 program to provide relief for 
low-income gas and electric customers. Currently 1.3 million state households are behind with 
the utility bills, which, collectively statewide, totals about $1.5 billion.

Indian Point
November 1, news segment, 6a, :30 - The Indian Point Energy Center emergency notification 
sirens will sound during a test of the system on Wednesday, Nov. 2 between 10:30 a.m. and 11 
a.m.As part of the test, sirens will sound at full volume for approximately four minutes in 
Westchester, Rockland, Orange and Putnam counties. Because this is only a test, the public is 
not required to respond during the siren sounding.Company officials note the sirens are not a 
signal to evacuate. In an actual emergency, the sirens would sound to alert the public to tune in 
to a local EAS radio or television station for important information and direction. These stations 
are listed in the emergency planning booklet mailed to households and businesses in the 10-
mile Emergency Planning Zone around Indian Point. An electronic version of the booklet is 
posted on the Indian Point web site, Indian Point Energy Decommissioning | Holtec 
International.Indian Point Energy Center is home to three nuclear power plants that operated 
from 1962 to 2021. Holtec International acquired Indian Point Energy Center in May 2021 from 
Entergy Corp. Holtec plans to complete decommissioning activities at the site decades sooner 
than if Entergy continued to own the facility. Indian Point Unit 3 was shut down on April 30, 
2021 after generating electricity for 45 years. Unit 2 was shut down in April 2020. Unit 1 was 
permanently retired in 1974.

Elections/Local Govt.  (on Wednesday 11/9 complete recap of local elections)
November 1, news segment, 7a, :30 - - The League of Women Voters of the Mid-Hudson Region 
(LOWV) and two individuals have filed a lawsuit against the Dutchess County Board of Elections 
and Republican Elections Commissioner Erik Haight. The lawsuit seeks to have GOP 
Commissioner Haight agree with his Democratic counterpart, Commissioner Hannah Black, to 
establish a polling place on the campus of Vassar College in the Town of Poughkeepsie.
Joining the LOWV in suing Haight are two voters who reside on the Vassar campus and are 
impacted by what they say is a "clear violation" of state law.  Plaintiff Taneisha Means is a 
professor at the college and a registered voter in Dutchess County through her campus address 



and lives on the campus with her family. Vassar student and plaintiff Magdalena Sharff is a 
registered voter in Dutchess County using her campus address.

November 2, news segment, 8a, :30 - – Officials from several organizations gathered in Peekskill 
on Tuesday to urge residents to support Proposition One on next week’s ballot – the Clean 
Water, Clean Air, and Green Jobs Bond Act. Among those calling for approval of the bond is 
Andy Bicking, director of government relations and public policy for Scenic Hudson, who said 
the Hudson Valley “has been on the cutting edge of creating solutions that address the 
environmental challenges of our time, and despite great progress, much more can be done to 
ensure an even safer, healthier and thriving future for all New Yorkers.”

November 2, new segment, 7a, :30 - Dutchess County Republican Elections Commissioner Erik 
Haight appears to be in the sights of State Attorney General Letitia James, for his efforts to 
prevent college students from voting on campus in New York.
On the same day that the League of Women Voters sued the Dutchess County Board of 
Elections and the Republican Commissioner Erik Haight for ignoring state law, James won an 
appeal, fought by Republicans, regarding absentee ballots. While Haight has fought, 
unsuccessfully, to prevent Bard College students from voting on campus, and losing, James 
appealed and won a decision regarding absentee ballots. “We should be taking every step 
possible to empower voters and ease New Yorkers’ access to the polls. I was proud to defend 
New York’s absentee ballot reforms, and am happy with the decision to keep these 
commonsense election integrity initiatives in place," James said after winning on Tuesday.   

November 4, news segement, 8a, :30 - - The League of Women Voters Mid-Hudson Region has 
won its court case seeking to have the Dutchess County Republican Elections Commissioner Erik 
Haight follow state law and establish a polling place on the campus of Vassar College.
The lawsuit was filed by the league, a Vassar College professor, and a Vassar College student 
earlier this week, seeking a court order for Commissioner Haight to abide by a state law 
requiring colleges with more than 300 students living on campus, to have a polling place on the 
college property.

November 7, news segment, 6a, :20 - – On the last weekend before the Tuesday general 
election that will pave the way for the direction of the state going forward, Democratic 
Governor Kathy Hochul and Republican challenger Congressman Lee Zeldin held rallies in the 
region.   Zeldin made pit stops in Putnam, Dutchess and Orange counties while Hochul held a 
rally in Kingston

December 12, news segment, 7a, :25 - After losing a re-election bid to Senator Michelle 
Hinchey, retiring Senator Sue Serino (R-Hyde Park) will be assuming a new role in Dutchess 
County in January, according to a Mid-Hudson News source.
Serino is also being encouraged to run for the position of Dutchess County executive in 2023 
and has the backing of several prominent county Republican officials.



Environment/Weather/Safety:
October 3, news segment, 8a, 9a, :15 - President Joe Biden is expected to be in the Town of 
Poughkeepsie tomorrow (Thursday) to discuss American compute  chip manufacturing.
He will visit the IBM Poughkeepsie facility where he will discuss American computer chip 
manufacturing.

October 10, news segment, 6a, :20 - The state's Drought Management Task Force has updated 
its drought status for several counties from 'drought watch' to 'normal' following the recent 
rains. Those counties where the drought watch has been lifted include Columbia, Delaware, 
Greene, and Sullivan. Other area counties will remain in drought watch designations due to 
ongoing participation deficits, unseasonable low streamflows, and groundwater declines. They 
include Dutchess, Orange, Putnam, Rockland and Ulster.
Westchester County remains in normal status due to the satisfactory storage levels and refill 
probability of the New York City reservoirs.

October 14, news segment, 8a, :25 - State Environmental Conservation funds have been 
awarded to help communities along the Hudson River Estuary improve water quality and 
enhance environmental education and stewardship. “New York is undertaking the nation’s 
most ambitious climate law,” said DEC Commissioner Basil Seggos. “These grant awards build 
on local conservation efforts and priorities to sustainably improve water quality, protect our 
natural resources, and bolster statewide climate action.”

October 18, news segment,, 7a, :20 -  Three regional House of Representatives members have 
written to the EPA calling for further action to ensure the complete cleanup of pollution in the 
Hudson River by GE following the announced settlement with the EPA.
Representatives Sean Patrick Maloney (NY-18), Paul Tonko (NY-210) and Pat Ryan (NY-19) have 
written to the EPA calling for further action to endure the complete cleanup of pollution in the 
Hudson by GE. The lawmakers applauded EPA leadership on this critical next step in addressing 
the impact of PCB pollution in the Hudson and reiterated their calls for comprehensive 
remediation. 

October 18, news segment, 9a. :20 - The State Department of Environmental Conservation has 
completed its long-term treatment of the aquatic invasive plant Hydrilla verticillate in the 
Croton River in Westchester County.
Hydrilla, which is federally listed and state prohibited, was first discovered in the Croton River 
in 2013. As the result of an intensive DEC control project, no hydrilla has now been found in the 
river.The Croton River is a large and direct tributary to the Hudson River. It is a recreational 
fishery, destination for swimming and paddling, and the source of drinking water for the Village 
of Croton. Hydrilla is a federally listed noxious weed and a prohibited plant under state invasive 
species regulations. It can rapidly spread and form dense mats of vegetation that impact access 



to the river and displace native plants and animals that would typically use the river for food 
and shelter.

November 1, news segment, 8a, :30 - – Due to the chemical PFOA exceeding the maximum 
contaminant level (MCL) in the Dalton Farms Water System in June 2021, The Dutchess County 
Water and Wastewater Authority has been coordinating with the county health department 
and monitoring PFOS/PFOA levels in the system.
Full scan monitoring samples for four wells – 2A, 3A, 4A, and 5A) were taken quarterly and 
results reported to the health department.
All PFOA results received found no detection of the harmful chemicals in wells 2A, 3A and 4A, 
and all results from 2022 for well 5A are below the set MCL of 10.0 ng/L, the Water and 
Wastewater Authority reported on Monday. Monitoring the wells will continue annually to 
ensure safe drinking water for Dalton Farms, officials said. The update issued Monday said high 
levels of PFOA can cause health effects in animals, some of which may occur in humans.
But, the report said at the level of PFOA detected in the Dalton Farms water, exposure from 
drinking water and food preparation is well below PFOA exposure associated with health 
effects.

November 9, news segment, 6a, :20 - The state Environmental Facilities Corporation has 
awarded over $39 million to Mid-Hudson municipalities for water and wastewater facilities 
upgrades. The investment is projected to save localities in the region an estimated $172.3 
million.  Dutchess County Water and Wastewater Authority will receive $4.5 million for the 
Greenfields Water Interconnection project

December 22, news segment, 7a, :25 - Area utility companies are bracing for the potential of a 
powerful cold front that could bring with it damaging winds and heavy rain Thursday night and 
much of the day on Friday. As the cold front moves through the area, temperatures are 
expected to drop below freezing and remain there for several days.
Central Hudson, Orange and Rockland and NYSEG are preparing for the storm by readying 
crews, stocking supplies and materials, communicating with community leaders and following 
an approved storm plan. In the event power lines come down, residents are advised to stay at 
least 30 feet away from them and remember that lines may be entangled and hidden in fallen 
trees and limbs. Residents should also assume all downed lines are live.

Presidential Visit:
October 7, news segment, 6a, 8a, 9a, :30 - President Joe Biden met with IBM Chairman and CEO 
Arvind Krishna at the IBM Poughkeepsie facility to tour the plant that has been a cornerstone of 
the company’s innovations since 1941.   President Biden was accompanied by Hudson Valley 
Democratic Congressmen Sean Patrick Maloney (NY-18) and Pat Ryan (NY-19), as well as Capital 
District  Congressman Paul Tonka (NY-20) to celebrate IBM’s announcement of a $20 billion 
investment in the Hudson Valley region over the next 10 years while also celebrating the 
federal CHIPS Act, which he recently signed into law.  The CHIPS Act earmarks more than $50 
billion dollars to support the American semiconductor industry.  Currently, more than 80 
percent of the world’s semiconductor manufacturing is performed overseas, and they are 



integral parts of cell phones, cars, military equipment, and nearly everything electronic.  Supply 
issues created by the COVID pandemic forced Congress to support the American semiconductor 
manufacturing industry, including IBM.

Local Government and Community Information:
October 3, news segment, 8a, :30 - Orange County Executive Steven Neuhaus is frustrated over 
the lack of information coming from the federal government about three planeloads of 
immigrants flown last week from the southern border in Texas to Orange County Airport in 
Montgomery. He wants “an open and honest dialogue” about those fights.
“We are going to have to continue to put pressure on it, because I think most Americans are 
sympathetic, but things being done clandestine and secretly always add to suspicion and 
confusion,” he said. Following the flight last Friday, none of the three chaperones or bus driver 
would provide details, Neuhaus said. Homeland Security told Mid-Hudson News that agency 
had nothing to do with the flights to Montgomery and Health and Human Services provided a 
generalized statement about the care of unaccompanied, underage children being placed 
around the country.

October 3, news segment, 6a, :30 - Who sanctioned three flights carrying immigrants into 
Orange County Airport in the Village of Montgomery this past week remains unclear.
Roughly 25 teens under the age of 17, mostly girls, boarded a chartered bus at the airport. It 
was stopped by local and State Police in the village after another pilot reported seeing 
suspicious activity at the airport. Sources told Mid-Hudson News on Friday night that Homeland 
Security was involved with the flights, but a federal official with that agency denied that.
On Saturday, the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services issued an e-mailed statement 
to Mid-Hudson News.“Children under the age of 18 who arrive at the southwest border without 
a parent or legal guardian are placed in the care of vetted sponsors by the Office of Refugee 
Resettlement while they await their immigration proceedings. This is done in close coordination 
with each vetted sponsor who is agreeing to care for the child and is mandated by long-
standing legal requirements that have existed under multiple administrations to provide safe, 
appropriate care to unaccompanied children during the time they are in our care,” a 
government agency official said. Meanwhile, former Montgomery Village Mayor Bill Schimpf 
said, “It has been said that the occupants on the local airplane shipments are being bused to a 
City of Newburgh church basement for shelter and further distribution, as well as the City of 
Middletown.”

October 31, news segment, 9a, :30 - - Members of the City of Poughkeepsie Police and Fire 
Departments brought a fall festival to Main Street on Saturday, offering fresh apples, cider 
donuts, and cups of apple cider to passersby of the Public Safety Building.
The professional firefighters, members of IAFF Local 596, used their relationship with Locust 
Grove Fruit Farm in Milton, which donated several gallons of apple cider and several dozen 
cider donuts.Working with the firefighters, some of the city's police officers secured a large 
number of apples from two Ulster County farms; Williams Fruit Farm in Highland and Porpiglia 
Farms in Marlboro.



November 2, news segment, 8a, :30 - Dutchess County Executive Marcus Molinaro’s proposed 
2023 county budget lowers the county tax rate and tax levy reducing the amount to be raised 
by property taxes by $369,000.“At a time when costs are going up all around us, Dutchess 
County Government remains committed to cutting costs for county residents and businesses, 
with our eighth consecutive property tax rate decrease and our ninth straight county levy 
decrease,” Molinaro announced in his budget presentation to the legislature on Tuesday.
This particular budget at $560 million is still lower than the actual spending we had engaged in 
in 2022. We were able to achieve that by ringing out efficiencies, avoiding and retiring debt, 
and committing ourselves to a smaller, smarter and more effective county government,” he 
said.

November 2, news segment 7a, :30 - The Ulster County Regional Chamber of Commerce 
conducted its monthly breakfast gathering Tuesday, and the focus was the Ulster County 
executive race with Democrat Jen Metzger and Republican James Quigley.
He said he has also worked with county government to help make the former IBM campus into 
iPark 87, and try to become a feasible member of Ulster County’s economic community and 
would continue working to do so if elected. Afterward, Metzger answered some questions, and 
she said some her top priorities included affordable housing, the climate, mental health, and 
addiction problems.  “My top priorities are really the top challenges we face,” said Metzger.
 But affordable housing, something she understands growing up without when moving many 
times, is something she wants to help aggressively tackle. “This is not something that can be 
solved overnight,” she said. “It has to be prioritized. There are many towns with zero vacancy 
rates, literally no places to rent. But not only that, there are no opportunities for first-time 
homebuyers in our communities, and that’s an issue, too. And we want to prevent people of 
getting into the situation of foreclosure, too. We need to create stabilization strategies, so 
people who are in their homes can stay in their homes.”

National Guard/Veteran Affairs:
October 3, news segment, 7a, :20 - - Marist College co-sponsored the first Anthony’s Walk on 
Saturday. The community walk was held to raise awareness and funds to improve the lives of 
local veterans in need. The event is named after Anthony Gray, a Marine Corps veteran who 
was killed in Poughkeepsie in 2020. Hundreds of participants took part in the 22-minute walk 
around the campus that was co-sponsored by Marist College and Hudson River Housing's 
VetZero program.

October 14, news segment,  8a, :30 - – Congressman Pat Ryan, a West Point graduate, 
conducted the roundtable to gather input from the veterans Thursday, and he left a SUNY 
Ulster conference room with mixed feelings.“I left really appreciative and really encouraged by 
how much is happening in the Hudson Valley to help vets,” he said.
Ryan, (D, NY-19), is encouraged by federal efforts to help vets, such as the Pact Act, which helps 
vets cope with burn pit health issues, and his work during his short tenure in Washington to do 
his part to help them with other issues. “The legislation I was able to pass to expand VA home 
eligibility the guardsmen, women and reservists, we need to get the word out about that.”



 That’s the good, but there are also chronic issues that confound many as they reach out to help 
vets with mental and homelessness problems.“But we need more funding for veterans’ mental 
health,” he said “That’s the biggest challenge we are facing, 20 plus veterans a day taking their 
lives. It’s completely unacceptable. We need veteran housing. We need veteran mental health 
(care). Those together because they are interconnected.”

November 8, news segment, 9a, :30 - – This year will mark a milestone for local tree farm, 
Farmside Acres, as they will collect their 10,000th tree donated to Trees for Troops. 
This is the 14th year the farm has collected donations for the Trees for Troops program, which 
brings farm-grown Christmas trees to U.S. troops and military families at military bases in the 
U.S. and overseas.  Farmside Acres has grown to be the largest collection point in New York 
State, and the trees collected at their farm are often shipped to the larger military bases across 
the United States, such as Fort Bragg, as the demand for a tree is so high.  
 The tree collection begins as soon as real trees are available – most retail lots begin selling the 
week of Thanksgiving. Donated trees are then dropped to Farmside Acres. On pickup day, FedEx 
arrives with five empty tractor trailers that are then filled to the brim with the collection, often 
nearing 1,500 trees – with the help of local schoolchildren, farmers, volunteer firefighters, and 
members of the 105th Airlift Wing.  

November 30, news segment, 8a, :25 - Orange County Executive Steven Neuhaus and County 
Legislator Kevin Hines participated on Tuesday in the Trees for Troops donation drive at 
Farmside Acres in Cornwall. Donated Christmas trees were dropped off at the farm to be 
loaded onto FedEx trucks. From there, they will be delivered to local soldiers and servicemen 
and women at five bases in the United States.
Farmside Acres’ owners the Nannini family have been collecting Christmas trees for delivery to 
our local troops. Several volunteers were at the farm to help load the trees into trucks.

December 19, news segment, 7a, :30 - – At thousands of cemeteries across the nation, 
wreathes where place at the graves of veterans as part of the annual Wreaths Across America 
campaign during the holiday season. Several hundred residents attended a ceremony at the 
Orange County Veterans Cemetery in Goshen on Saturday.
County Executive Steven Neuhaus, a commander in the Navy Reserves, attended to honor our 
veterans. “I have seen and have served with militaries across the world. Nobody takes care of 
their troops better than the Americans do and it’s reinforced to me every day; I see it all the 
time and I am so proud to serve this country,” he said.
Neuhaus said there is a “major spike” in suicides, which must be addressed aggressively.



WSPK PSA INITIATIVES:
K104’s Find Work Network – This is an effort to find employment for Hudson Valley residents. 
It is support with a main rotator on stations web site and 21 promos per week.

K104’s Small Business Booster - On air promo 5x/day with social media to support this local 
business initiative.

WSPK Podcasts:
www.k104online.com host a podcast page that serves as a landing spot for 3 self 
help/inspirational programs. 

Shine On with Kacey is a Health and Happiness show with deep dives into self help topics. Here 
are some of the programs that covered health related topics:

Kacey’s Wellness Minute is a condensed recap of Shine One

Happy Hour with Jonna and Karyl – a one hour show on personal empowerment.


