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Local newscasts on Morning Edition air every half hour from 6:30 to 8:30 AM
Local newscasts on All Things Considered air every half hour from 3 to 6 PM
All stories listed aired both morning and afternoon on the day noted -- sometimes the
stories aired as many as 4x in one day.

POLITICS

After 5 months stuck in hospital, autistic Washington teen sent to facility 2,700
miles from home
Austin Jenkins
April 3, 2022
The state of Washington is putting tens of millions of dollars into shoring up a fractured
children’s mental health safety net. But it may come too late for a 14-year-old nonverbal
autistic teen who spent five months stuck in the hospital.

The committee to 'fix Congress' has ideas, and Derek Kilmer hopes they'll take
root
Ed Ronco
April 15, 2022
U.S. Rep. Derek Kilmer knows Congress isn't popular. He talks to KNKX about how
modernizing the legislative branch might pay dividends for the American people.

WA insurance chief Mike Kreidler accused of using racist slurs; staff allege
mistreatment
Joseph O'Sullivan
April 19, 2022
Washington’s long-time elected insurance commissioner is accused of using offensive
terms in the workplace to describe people of different races and ethnicities, as well as
people who are transgender. Meanwhile, other former employees are giving new
accounts of what they say is Commissioner Mike Kreidler’s mistreatment of staff.

WA insurance commissioner apologizes for using racial slurs
Kirsten Kendrick
April 19, 2022
Washington's elected insurance commissioner Mike Kriedler has apologized for using
racial slurs in the presence of his employees and said he'll attend diversity training
along with his senior staff. The apology comes after reporting from Olympia
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correspondent Austin Jenkins and the Seattle Times revealed a pattern of behavior that
included the slurs and mistreatment of staff.

Washington lawmakers of color announce departures, one calls the work
environment ‘toxic’
Austin Jenkins
April 27, 2022
In recent years, Washington’s Legislature has grown more diverse. And majority
Democrats have emphasized diversity and equity as core values. But now three
members of color, out of nearly 30, are stepping down from the Legislature after serving
just one full term. One of them describes the legislative work environment as toxic.

Strickland supports funding for HBCUs, despite none in Northwest
Ed Ronco
April 27, 2022
Historically Black colleges and universities will receive a boost in federal funding, under
a measure supported in part by U.S. Rep. Marilyn Strickland, D-Tacoma. In an interview
with KNKX's Ed Ronco, Strickland explains why she supports the measure.

What would happen in Washington state if Roe v. Wade is overturned?
Kirsten Kendrick
May 3, 2022
A leaked draft of a majority opinion written by Supreme Court Justice Samuel Alito
suggests the Court could soon overturn Roe v. Wade. If that landmark 1973 decision is
overturned, states could pass abortion bans. What would this mean in Washington
state?

After his first 100 days, Seattle Mayor Bruce Harrell talks top issues and
rebuilding trust
Kirsten Kendrick
May 8, 2022
Seattle Mayor Bruce Harrell has been in office for four months. In that time, the issues
that he campaigned on, have made the news. Namely, affordable housing,
homelessness, policing and crime. KNKX's Kirsten Kendrick sat down with Harrell, for a
quarterly check-in with the mayo

‘This isn’t the department it claims to be’: Allegations of institutional racism in
Tacoma police force
Kirsten Kendrick
May 12, 2022
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A new Seattle Times investigation describes allegations of racism in the Tacoma Police
Department a retired officer documented over two decades. Valencia Brooks, a Black
woman, worked for the department for 30 years and filed 18 complaints.

Case of missing Washington 5-year-old highlights secrecy around CPS cases
Austin Jenkins
May 12, 2022
There are more questions than answers in the case of a missing former foster child from
Grays Harbor County. Five-year-old Oakley Carlson has been unaccounted for since
February of last year. Police say her parents aren’t cooperating with the investigation.

Washington is sending youth in crisis to out-of-state boarding schools; taxpayers
pick up the tab
Austin Jenkins
May 23, 2022
Parents of kids with developmental disabilities in Washington, are struggling to navigate
gaps in state services exacerbated by the COVID pandemic. Some are making the
heart wrenching decision to send their children to out-of-state therapeutic boarding
schools. And taxpayers are picking up the tab.

Listen: Austin Jenkins reports on out-of-state placements for Washington's youth
in crisis
Kirsten Kendrick
May 24, 2022
Olympia correspondent Austin Jenkins discusses his reporting on cases where parents
decide to send their children with developmental disabilities to out-of-state, therapeutic
boarding schools after exhausting their options in Washington. He found these cases
highlight institutional gaps in key support services for these families, a problem only
made worse during the pandemic.

Washington’s elected leaders react to Texas school shooting
Kirsten Kendrick
May 25, 2022
Members of Washington's Congressional delegation are reacting to yesterday's mass
shooting at an elementary school in Uvalde, Texas. Multiple elected leaders call for
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strengthening gun laws, both at the local and national level, to prevent another school
shooting.

See ya! Washington police say drivers aren’t stopping for them; cite pursuit
restrictions
Austin Jenkins
May 31, 2022
Since January of this year, more than 900 drivers have failed to stop for a Washington
State Patrol trooper trying to pull them over. The patrol and other police agencies
around the state say they’ve never seen such blatant disregard for their lights and
sirens. The change in driver behavior comes after state lawmakers passed strict new
rules on when police can engage in pursuits.

Listen: Why Seattle police have stopped investigating new reports of adult sexual
assaults
Vivian McCall
June 3, 2022

The Seattle Police Department has stopped investigating new reports of sexual assaults
with adult victims, according to an internal memo sent to Interim Police Chief Adrian
Diaz. Reporters Ashley Hiruko from KUOW and Sydney Brownstone of the Seattle
Times sat down with KNKX's Vivian McCall to explain why this is happening and what
this means for victims.

Listen: An overview of gun laws in Washington state
Kirsten Kendrick
June 7, 2022
As mass shootings continue to occur around the country, many people are watching to
see if Congress passes any new gun safety laws. Here in Washington state, there are
already several gun safety laws in effect. Some came from the legislature and others
came from citizens. Olympia correspondent Austin Jenkins joined KNKX Morning
Edition host Kirsten Kendrick to provide an overview.

Aide who blew whistle on mistreatment of staff fired from Washington Office of
Insurance Commissioner
Austin Jenkins
June 15, 2022
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A key staffer in Washington's Office of Insurance Commissioner has been fired more
than four months after he formally complained about the treatment he and other staff
received from Mike Kreidler, the state's elected insurance commissioner.

Governor, state Democratic Party and lawmakers call on Washington insurance
commissioner to resign
Austin Jenkins
June 16, 2022
Gov. Jay Inslee and the state Democratic Party on Friday joined calls for Insurance
Commissioner Mike Kreidler to resign after his office fired an employee who had
complained in February about Kreidler's treatment of staff. Kreidler said he won't step
down.

Vote fraud conspiracy theories driving some candidates for elections offices in
WA, elsewhere
Jim Brunner of The Seattle Times and audio by Austin Jenkins of NW News Network
June 21, 2022

Across the country, backers of former President Donald Trump are making election
integrity a campaign issue. So far, that issue has not dominated Washington’s election
for secretary of state — the state’s top election official position. But mistrust in voting
systems is an issue in some local races this year.

Scenes from Seattle protests after Supreme Court overturns Roe v. Wade
Bellamy Pailthorp
June 25, 2022

Seattle area protesters turned out in full force on Friday in reaction to the Supreme court
decision that overturned Roe V. Wade. Thousands of protestors gathered, demanding
protection for abortion rights.

More abortion protections could be coming in Washington, here's what elected
leaders are saying
Kirsten Kendrick
June 28, 2022
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Washington already has protections in place for people seeking abortions. But more
protections could be coming following the Supreme Court ruling that overturned Roe v.
Wade.

Washington state Democrats look to strengthen abortion protections
Austin Jenkins
June 29, 2022

Democratic Gov. Jay Inslee and fellow abortion rights supporters are looking for ways to
double down on Washington state's protections for abortion rights. But unlike California,
they do not have a supermajority in the legislature. What else might state Democrats do
to solidify abortion rights in Washington?

New gun restrictions take effect July 1 in Washington
June 30, 2022
New restrictions on gun magazines and so-called "ghost guns" take effect in
Washington on July 1.

SOCIAL JUSTICE

Immigrant rights groups say ICE's no visitation policy taking toll on detainees’
mental health
Lilly Ana Fowler
April 5, 2022
It’s been more than two years since families and friends have been able to visit loved
ones in person at the U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) facility in
Tacoma. ICE suspended visitations at all detention facilities in early 2020 and has kept
that policy in place. Now, national and local immigrant rights groups have started to
push back after visitations at federal and state prisons have largely resumed.

Federal plan to quickly rename 18 places across WA clashes with slower state
process
Kirsten Kendrick
April 12, 2022
The U.S. Department of the Interior has identified 18 places in Washington State named
with a slur for Indigenous women. But the federal plan clashes with the state's slower,
more deliberate process for renaming places.
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Report to Washington State Parks Commission shows barriers for Black
community outdoors
Courtney Flatt
April 15, 2022
The Washington State Parks Commission says it wants more Black community
members to enjoy the outdoors.

King County judge under investigation for alleged use of racial slur
Lilly Ana Fowler
April 17, 2022
King County Judge Susan Mahoney resigned from her position as chief presiding judge
at King County District Court in late February and is under investigation for allegedly
using a racial slur, a development that has rippled through legal circles for weeks and
raised questions about electoral plans. Judge Matthew York has replaced Mahoney as
chief presiding judge.

Dozens of Northwest place names include a slur; people are coming up with
replacements
Tom Banse
April 20, 2022
People with an interest in geography or Pacific Northwest history are coming up with
replacement names for dozens of places around the region that currently have a name
considered derogatory. The U.S. Secretary of the Interior launched the search for new
names by ordering a specific racial slur stricken off the map nationwide as expeditiously
as possible.

In Ukraine, a volunteer is split between two worlds created by war
Lilly Ana Fowler
May 5, 2022
A couple weeks ago, Russian missiles struck Lviv in Western Ukraine. That’s where
Ukrainian American Irene Danysh is volunteering. KNKX Social Justice Reporter
Lillyana Fowler caught up with Danysh to see how she’s doing.

Duwamish Tribe sues again for federal recognition
The Associated Press
May 11, 2022
A lawsuit has been filed seeking federal recognition for the Duwamish Tribe, whose
forebears include Chief Seattle for whom the city of Seattle was named. Federal
recognition of a tribal group as a government opens the door to federal benefits and
privileges, including operation of casinos.
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Vancouver housing project brings more medical treatment to homeless
community
Troy Brynelson
May 17, 2022
Supportive housing projects can get a roof over someone's head and connect them with
mental health specialists. But local officials say there have not been facilities with this
specialty in medical treatment.

Vancouver housing project brings more medical treatment to homeless
community
Troy Brynelson
May 17, 2022
Supportive housing projects can get a roof over someone's head and connect them with
mental health specialists. But local officials say there have not been facilities with this
specialty in medical treatment.

Some held at Tacoma ICE detention center fear COVID spread
The Associated Press
May 19, 2022
Nine people held at the Northwest ICE Processing Center in Tacoma have joined in a
hunger strike to protest what they say are unclean conditions amid worries about a
COVID spread. The strike began last week, according to the group La Resistencia.

Six months into Tacoma’s guaranteed income pilot, a participant describes its
impact
Mayowa Aina
June 1, 2022

To Stephanie Bartella, the City of Tacoma's guaranteed income pilot program, seemed
too good to be true. After being selected to participate, she had mixed emotions,
including guilt and shame. Six months into the Growing Resilience In Tacoma program,
she's reduced her debt, avoided taking on a second full-time job and says the biggest
benefit is it's given her time back.
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Nooksack eviction battle reaches WA Supreme Court, raising questions of tribal
sovereignty and identity
Lilly Ana Fowler
June 7, 2022

A battle over tribal housing has reached the Washington state Supreme Court. The
Nooksack Tribe says more than 60 residents aren’t members of the tribe and aren’t
entitled to the housing. Cat Barril and Michelle Roberts, who have fought against being
evicted for a decade, say they've been denied the opportunity to establish their eligibility
for tribal membership.

After Roe v. Wade news, Seattle Pride community celebrates and prepares for
hard battles ahead
Lilly Ana Fowler
June 27, 2022

Sunday's Seattle Pride event was a joyous day for the region’s large LGBTQ
community. But, coming on the heels of the Supreme Court decision overturning Roe
versus Wade, there were also sounds of protest. Other issues at the forefront of the
parade included the need for more housing, policing and protecting the transgender
community.

ENVIRONMENT

Photos: Returning to the Makah Tribe's remote, scenic reservation
April 2, 2022
KNKX environment reporter Bellamy Pailthorp was one of the first to visit the Makah
Indian Reservation as it reopens to outsiders after two years due to the pandemic.

Environment
Washington state to preserve 10,000 forest acres through carbon markets
Bellamy Pailthorp
April 11, 2022
For the first time Washington state will lease public timber lands as carbon sinks –
preserving older forests to absorb greenhouse gas emissions and fight climate change.
It will use carbon markets to generate income from stands of timber by not cutting them
down. The Department of Natural Resources will sell leases on 10,000 acres of its most
ecologically-valuable forests in Western Washington.
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Riding or hiking across WA just got easier with new bridge over Columbia River
Tom Banse
April 13, 2022
The Columbia River has long divided the two halves of Washington's cross-state
Palouse to Cascades State Park Trail. Now, a rebuilt rail trestle over the river south of
Vantage connects the two sides making it easier for cyclists, horse riders and hikers to
undertake a spectacular east-west journey.

Electric utilities in Northwest spending millions on upgrades to reduce risk of
wildfire ignitions
Tom Banse
April 28, 2022
Private electric utilities in the Pacific Northwest are planning tens of millions of dollars in
upgrades to reduce the risk that their power lines could spark wildfires during extreme
weather. Utilities such as Pacific Power, Avista, Idaho Power, Portland General Electric
and Puget Sound Energy are either required to or are voluntarily submitting wildfire
mitigation plans.

Nature rebounds on the Green River after large levee removal
Bellamy Pailthorp
April 29, 2022
Members of the Muckleshoot Tribe joined officials from King County this week to
celebrate completion of an important levee removal project east of Auburn, Wash. The
massive Lones Levee was built in 1959.

Film from UW professors explores a tree poacher, a wildfire, and a complicated
story
Ed Ronco
May 2, 2022
A few years ago, a tree poacher named Justin Wilke was charged with starting a forest
fire while trying to steal a tree. The new documentary "The Maple Cutter" takes a
deeper look.

Mentored hunts work to increase hunters, solve Fish and Wildlife funding
problems
Courtney Flatt
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May 3, 2022
Fewer people in the Northwest are learning to hunt, which causes funding problems for
state fish and wildlife departments. To solve the funding problem, experienced hunters
are teaching newbies how to get involved in the sport.

On totem journey, Lummi carvers call for Lower Snake dam removal
Bellamy Pailthorp
May 5, 2022
A group of native carvers from the Lummi Nation has hit the road again from
Bellingham. The House of Tears Carvers will make stops in Oregon, Idaho and
Washington over the next two weeks, as they call for dam removal on the Lower Snake
River, through storytelling, conversation and pray

Environmental group, timber firm Weyerhaeuser to settle over pollution claims at
Longview timber mill
Troy Brynelson
May 11, 2022
The Longview mill has been hit multiple times with allegations of pollution in recent
years.

Nearly extinct 30 years ago, Washington’s western pond turtles are slowly
recovering
Bellamy Pailthorp
May 25, 2022
Only two species of turtles in Washington are native. And one of those, the western
pond turtle, nearly went extinct here in the 1990s. 30 years ago, the state began
collaborating with partners at the Woodland Park Zoo to bring them back.

Better late than never: It’s mushroom hunting season in the Pacific Northwest
Lauren Paterson
May 27, 2022
Mushroom hunters return to foraging with springtime morels. You can look for
mushrooms in the Pacific Northwest throughout the seasons, searching for boletes in
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summer and chanterelles in fall. The Forest Service suggests only picking two-thirds of
what you find to allow spores to seed for future mushrooms and leave food for wildlife.

Eager to see wildlife, boaters push boundaries with Puget Sound orcas
Bellamy Pailthorp
June 1, 2022

As boating season heats up, so do encounters with marine wildlife. Concerned citizens
aim to educate others on whale wise behavior. State wildlife officials appreciate the help
with their force spread thin and different enforcement protocols for the endangered
southern resident orcas and transient, or Bigg's, killer whales.

Civilian pilots and cyclists rehearse delivering earthquake relief supplies after
'The Big One Tom Banse
June 9, 2022

A huge dress rehearsal for regional earthquake disaster relief, the Cascadia Rising
exercise, was scrubbed due to the ongoing pandemic. It would have involved more than
22,000 participants – chiefly U.S. soldiers, sailors and airmen as well as state, local and
tribal emergency planners. Some smaller drills are going ahead featuring civilian
volunteers demonstrating unconventional ways aid may get to Pacific Northwest
earthquake survivors.

Lummi Nation wins damages for net pen collapse; BC plans to phase out the
practice
Bellamy Pailthorp
June 23, 2022

On Wednesday, a Washington state jury ordered Cooke Aquaculture to pay the Lummi
Nation $595,000 in damages for a 2017 net pen collapse. Canada also announced
plans to phase out open water net pens in the province.

Lessons learned in the Pacific Northwest from the deadly 2021 ‘heat dome’
Bellamy Pailthorp
June 30, 2022
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A year ago, Washington state experienced a meteorological phenomenon known as a
'heat dome' that lasted for a week and killed hundreds across the region. Temps spiked
as high as 110 degrees in Olympia and Quileute on the coast; SeaTac recorded an
all-time high of 108. KNKX environment reporter Bellamy Pailthorp shares what public
officials learned from this climate disaster.

Public comment period open for largest proposed energy storage project in
Washington
Courtney Flatt
June 30, 2022

Storing renewable energy is critical in the Pacific Northwest. A draft review for the
Goldendale Energy Storage Project, the region’s largest proposed pumped storage
project intended to store excess energy like a battery, is open for public comment.

Arts & Culture

For Sue Kidd, strip mall diners and fancy bistros held equal merit
Ed Ronco
April 6, 2022
The longtime Pierce County food journalist was fearless in her reviews, but also kind
and professional — earning the trust of area restaurateurs.

With a rookie phenom on the roster, is this the year the Mariners finally return to
the playoffs?
Kirsten Kendrick
April 8, 2022
After barely missing the playoffs last year, the Seattle Mariners' season of high
expectations begins Friday in Minnesota. Seattle Mariners rookie phenom Julio
Rodriguez is on the Opening Day roster.

With mash ups, a growing studio and scholarships, this Tacoma ceramicist
removes barriers
Grace Madigan
April 12, 2022
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phi le's journey from ceramics school drop out to owning their own studio, Phi Pottery, is
defined by the barriers they faced as an artist of color without resources to fall back on
and their desire to remove them for others.

Seattle filmmakers center their complex and changing city at SIFF
Grace Madigan
April 14, 2022
The Seattle International Film Festival runs through April 24th and features films from
around the world. Two of them are from local filmmakers whose films heavily center
Seattle in them. "Sweetheart Deal" documents the lives of four sex workers on Aurora
Avenue. While "Know Your Place" is a love letter to the constantly changing city that is
Seattle.

There's no such thing as Spokane-style pizza
Vivian McCall
April 14, 2022
In a viral Tik Tok video, the host assembles a "Spokane-style pizza" featuring fry sauce,
canned salmon and sliced strawberries. How could this concoction possibly be real?
KNKX's Vivian McCall investigates.

Influential classic, 'The Legend of Zelda: A Link to the Past," turns 30
Vivian McCall
April 18, 2022
A very important Nintendo game just turned 30 years old. "The Legend of Zelda: A Link
to the Past" dropped in the U.S. on April 13th, 199

‘Everything is different’: Sue Bird on early adversity, judgment and the WNBA’s
evolution
Kirsten Kendrick
May 1, 2022
Ahead of the Seattle Storm home opener, veteran player Sue Bird talked with KNKX’s
Kirsten Kendrick about her decision to return for at least one more year. Kirsten also
asked Bird about WNBA All-Star Brittney Griner, who's been detained in Russia since
February. Listen to the latest installment in our series "Going Deep."

The Seattle Kraken’s inaugural season: a losing record, success off the ice and
draft potential
Kirsten Kendrick
May 10, 2022
The National Hockey League's draft lottery happens Tuesday. It will determine the order
of selection for the first 16 picks in the first round of the 2022 NHL draft in July.
Following their inaugural season, the Seattle Kraken are expected to be major players
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Upper Left Comedy Festival showcases a more diverse Northwest comedy scene
Grace Madigan
May 13, 2022
The inaugural Upper Left Comedy Festival in Seattle will feature over 40 stand-up
comics across three nights — and the majority of them are local.

To 'honor the shoulders we stand on:' Big band premieres with nod to history of
Native jazz musician
Tom Banse
May 27, 2022
A scheme to entertain a four-year-old youngster in Spokane by playing a jazz album
nearly three decades ago produced a cascade of aftereffects that culminated on stage
in Olympia, Washington, this month with crescendos of horns and multiple standing
ovations. During the debut of a 16-piece, all-Indigenous big band, the performers on
stage hearkened even further back in history to celebrate the little-known, but long line
of Native jazz musicians and big bands.

New Top Gun sequel starring Tom Cruise includes Pacific NW scenery. But we're
a 'rogue' state
Tom Banse
May 27, 2022
The summer movie blockbuster season kicked off May 27 with the release of a
long-delayed sequel to the 1980s hit "Top Gun." And Pacific Northwest moviegoers may
recognize some familiar mountain scenery in the background.

The 'best worst idea.' Race to Alaska for engineless boats returns after pandemic
hiatus
Tom Banse
June 13, 2022

A Northwest adventure race that some call "the best worst idea" has returned after a
long, pandemic hiatus. The 2022 running of the Race to Alaska for engineless boats
cast off at the first light of dawn Monday amid high winds in the Strait of Juan de Fuca
that the organizers characterized as "between seasick and dangerous."
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'Hetero' is a TV show for queer youth, made by queer youth
Grace Madigan
June 17, 2022

The five episode web series created by Seattle teens focuses on a group of high
schoolers trying to save their school's gay-straight alliance club.

50 years later, female athletes recognize Title IX’s impact but also where it falls
short
Grace Madigan
June 23, 2022

When Title IX became law 50 years ago, it had a resounding impact on girl's and
women's sports. In an interview with KNKX, Seattle lawyer and former professional
soccer player Stephanie Verdoia reflects on her career, the opportunities created by
Title IX, but also how the law falls short of achieving true equality in sport.

Title IX: Former tennis pro Patricia Bostrom's role in making the world more
equitable
Kirsten Kendrick
June 23, 2022

On the 50th anniversary of Title IX, the law preventing sex discrimination in education
programs that receive federal funding, KNKX Morning Edition host Kirsten Kendrick
talks with Patricia "Trish" Bostrom of Mercer Island about playing sports in a pre-Title IX
world. A nationally-ranked tennis player in the 1970s, her biggest battle may have been
the right to play in the first place. She even sued the University of Washington.
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