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1. Paducah leaders have approved a new two-year contract with BBQ on the River, Inc. As part of 

the agreement, BBQ on the River shall file the necessary permit for the festival and obtain the 
liability insurance, provide an annual presentation at a City Commission meeting, and provide 
to the Finance Department a financial statement for the most recently ended calendar year, a 
copy of I.R.S. Form 990, a confirmation of the organization’s current, tax-exempt status, and a 
list of all participating organizations, their donation amounts, and the recipients. 

 
2. The U.S. Forest Service is halting new timber sales at Land Between the Lakes National 

Recreation Area. The Murray Ledger & Times reports local leaders have lobbied the forest 
service for months to stop logging and burning hundreds of acres to return it to oak grasslands. 
They want the service to focus instead on preserving the area's old-growth hardwood forests. 

 
3. Despite what you may be hearing, the downtown Paducah U.S. Postal Service processing center 

remains closed. Rumors have been circulating for days around the region that the processing 
center was being reopened, or would be somehow used again by the Postal Service.  "It’s not 
true. The consolidation did occur as planned; mail is now going to Evansville for processing." 
said Corporate Communications for USPS, David Walton, in an e-mail to West Kentucky Star. 
The processing center was closed earlier this year as part of a downsizing that will ultimately 
impact more than 200 processing centers across the country. 

 
4. Rising electric bills are playing an outsized role in the race for Kentucky's next governor. 

Kentucky is consistently ranked among the lowest states in the country for the cost of 
electricity. But three of the state's four major investor owned utilities have rate increases 
pending before the Kentucky Public Service Commission. Currently, Paducah Power Systems 
has the most expensive electric rates in Kentucky. 

 
5. One of the Oscar Cross Boys and Girls Club facilities in Paducah is closing its doors, due to 

ongoing financial challenges and a building needing extensive repairs. The organization tells 
West Kentucky Star that the Midtown facility on Oscar Cross Avenue, which houses middle 
school and high school students, will be closing and all the activities will be consolidated with 
the Park Avenue location. 

 
6. A McCracken County Sheriff's Deputy involved in an accidental shooting incident earlier this 

month has been let go. Deputy Cory Golightly has been on on paid administrative leave since 
May 2, when a .38 caliber revolver he was carrying accidentally discharged at a wedding he 
was attending in Carlisle County. The round hit his mother Debbie Golightly in the abdomen. 
She is recovering from surgery related to her gunshot wound. In a Monday news release, Sheriff 
Jon Hayden said Golightly's employment has been terminated. 

 
7. Democratic candidate Melonie Chambers has won the primary for Marshall County Judge-

Executive, and will try to maintain the party's 40 year hold on the office. Chambers, the Deputy 
Judge-Executive since 1983, received 1,346 votes Tuesday, for 25 percent of the vote, beating 
the closest challenger, Troy G. English, who got 1,278 votes, or 23.5 percent. Chambers will 
face the lone Republican candidate, Kevin Neal, this November in the special election to fill the 
unexpired term of long-time incumbent Mike Miller. 

 



8. After supporters gathered the minimum number of petition signatures, a vote on whether to 
allow alcohol sales in Marshall County will be on a special ballot for the second time in recent 
years. Interim Marshall County Judge-Executive Chyrill Miller signed an executive order 
Thursday to allow the vote, saying that a petition was filed May 21 with signatures of registered 
voters totalling at least 25 percent of the number of votes cast in the last general election. Miller 
set Tuesday, July 28 as the date for the local option vote. 

 
9. Leaders of the bankrupt and shuttered Mid-Continent  University plan to put the campus up for 

sale. The Paducah Sun reports the university's attorney Mark  Whitlow told a judge in 
bankruptcy court on Thursday that the university intends  to list the property for sale. The 
campus, which is located north of Mayfield, includes the university's  academic and dormitory 
buildings. 

 
10. At a called meeting Thursday, the Paducah Board of Commissioners approved an ordinance for 

the development agreement between the City of Paducah and Paducah Riverfront Hotel, a 
development team more commonly known as LinGate Hospitality. LinGate Hospitality is set to 
build a 123-room Holiday Inn adjacent to the Julian Carroll Convention Center at 600 North 4th 
Street, where the dome pavilion has previously been used. 

 


