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Act One - "All Star Game": TWIB got a unique perspective of the MLB All Star Game from 

first-time all star, Raul Ibanez of the Philadelphia Phillies. Accompanied by his wife and 

children, Raul was able to share the entire All Star experience with the people he loves. At 37, 

Ibanez is the oldest non-pitcher to make his All Star game debut since Babe Ruth. Raul was 

shown a bat that Ruth actually used during his career. He and the other All Stars were in awe as 

they got to meet President Obama. As part of a great pre-game ceremony, the President threw out 

the ceremonial first pitch for the 80th All Star Game. The American League had not lost in 12 

straight games and also won this one thanks to Carl Crawford's sensational catch at the fence, 

Curtis Granderson's triple and Adam Jones' sacrifice fly RBI.  The win gives the American 

League the home field advantage in the World Series. 

Educational theme: Family and friends are the root of one's stability. Families are to teach, 

provide and protect their members. The journey to greatness is embraced and taught by the 

family. Sharing one's time with family is an act of love. 

Educational theme: Memorabilia are various objects valued for their connection to historical 

events, cultures or people. Normally, memorabilia represents an event worthy of remembrance 

and collectability. 

Educational theme: Ceremonies are formal acts performed by ritual or custom. They are events 

filled with social gestures and etiquette. 

Educational theme: Winning is of importance when there is something of value at stake. 

Winning, like success, is a habit that becomes a way of life. Children are given opportunities to 

learn the value of achievement through playing baseball. 

 

Act Two - "Home Run Derby": Ibanez enjoyed the Home Run Derby with his children as they 

sat on the field together to watch the contest. Both players and fans were in awe of the power 

hitting display by hometown favorite Albert Pujols, Ryan Howard, Nelson Cruz, and Prince 

Fielder. Fielder of the Milwaukee Brewers and Cruz of the Texas Rangers each hit 11 homers in 

the first round. The slugfest came down to Cruz versus Fielder with Prince winning the 

championship. Fielder hit an amazing 503' blast to the deepest part of the park. 

       Garrett Anderson once won the home run derby winner and also hit a homer in the All Star 

Game the following night. The Twibia question was who was the first to accomplish this feat? 

The answer is Cal Ripken, Jr. of the Baltimore Orioles in 1991. 

       Winning Road Trips salutes the teams and players who know how to win on the road. The 

LA Dodgers were recognized for posting the best record in the Majors and leading MLB with 28 

road victories.  

Educational theme: Love of the game is passed on from father to son, then from generation to 

generation. Passion for baseball is a powerful emotion. It is an ardent love and boundless 

enthusiasm of uniquely American way of life. 

Educational theme: Power hitting is one of the skills used to evaluate baseball players. All-

around talent of a baseball player includes arm strength, running speed, defensive skill, hitting 

and hitting with power. 



Educational theme: Championships are competitions or a series of competitions to determine a 

winner. There is a psychological need to determine superiority. The most competitive people are 

drawn to such activities. 

Educational theme: Trivia is an informal way to evaluate performance, activity, and 

achievement. It is an account of history collected, written, and preserved for future generations. 

Remembering accomplishments gives fans a greater appreciation of winning and championship 

achievements. 

 

 

Act Three - "Fresh Faces": This week the finals of the Pitch, Hit and Run Contest were held at 

the All Star Game. This baseball skills competition is open to boys and girls age seven to 14. In 

2009, more than 600,000 participants competed and the 24 aspiring finalists were thrilled to 

showcase their skills on a big league diamond.    

       Ten years ago, MLB debuted the Futures Game in Boston. This is a different type of All Star 

game because it includes the top prospects from all levels of the minor leagues -- Single A to 

Triple A. Many of today's Major League stars got their first experience at this annual event, 

including Alfonso Soriano, Chase Utley and David Wright. And 52 of the young men who 

played in the Futures Game have gone on to play in the Major League All Star Game.  

       The Radio Call of the Week described left fielder Carl Crawford's sensational catch in the 

seventh inning of the 2009 All Star Game to rob Brad Hawpe of a home run. Crawford was 

voted the MVP of the game. 

       The Rookie of the Month honors the top rookies in both the American and National Leagues 

each month of the season. This week, Oakland Athletics pitcher Andrew Bailey was recognized 

for being the only rookie at the All Star Game. Andrew leads all American League relief pitchers 

in strikeouts. 

Educational theme: Competition is the essence of sport. It is a test of skill or ability leading to a 

rivalry between two teams. Competition is a valuable motivational tool for the promotion of 

optimal performance, especially when the consequence is considered to have merit. 

Educational theme: Showcases are opportunities for players to demonstrate their skills and for 

aficionados to find pleasure and enjoyment from many aspects of the game.  

Educational theme:  Recognition of one's talent is an important psychological need of all 

human beings. To attain self-actualization one must attain esteem to have self-respect and to 

achieve goals. 

 

Act Four - "All Star Classics": The 2001 All Star Game was the final mid-summer classic for 

two of the all-time greats -- Tony Gwynn and Cal Ripken, Jr. Commissioner Bud Selig presented 

the commissioner's award and trophy to both men.  A respectful moment occurred when Alex 

Rodriquez thought it would be a wonderful tribute to switch positions with Cal. ARod had been 

voted as the American League’s shortstop and Ripken as the third baseman. But it was Cal who 

paved the way for tall and strong shortstops such as ARod. For one inning, Cal was at shortstop 

and ARod played third base. Then, in the third inning, a dramatic and magical moment occurred 

when Cal hit a home run on his first at bat in his last All Star Game. Ripken was chosen the 

MVP and became the first American League, two-time MVP winner. 

       Big League Blast highlighted Prince Fielder's mammoth shot that he hit in the Home Run 

Derby. 

Educational theme: Respect is a feeling of appreciation and high regard for leaders. It is simply 



not using other people.  

Educational theme: Moments to remember are informal ways to evaluate performance, activity, 

and achievement. It is an account of history collected, written, and preserved for future 

generations. Remembering accomplishments gives fans a greater appreciation of winning and 

championship achievements. 

Educational theme: History is a vital aspect of sport, especially providing standards of 

achievement and evaluation, while providing year round fun and interest for both players and 

fans. 

 

Act Five - "How 'bout that!": The best highlights from the first half of the season were 

presented to the music of Evan Taubenfeld from his album Welcome to the Blacklist Club. 

Among the best were Ryan Zimmerman's 30-game hitting streak, Orlando Hudson and Ian 

Kinsler hitting for the cycle, and both Jacoby Ellsbury and Jayson Werth stealing home. A few 

bloopers, mental errors and humorous happenings were also shown. There was documentation of 

several landmark performances, including Gary Sheffield's 500th home run, Randy Johnson's 

300th win, and Mariano Rivera's 500th save. 

Educational theme: Demonstration and explanation are initial steps in the teaching process. 

Sports pedagogy is an important aspect of the learning process.  Since most people are visual 

learners, this is a particularly excellent demonstration of how to play the game of baseball. 

Educational theme:  Landmark performances are those that mark a turning point in history. 

They are athletic accomplishments with historic significance that is marked for preservation by 

aficionados, players and governing bodies. 

Educational theme: The artistic value of sport can be found in the beauty, grace, and rhythmic 

movements of elite athletes. The aesthetic quality of a well-executed play enhances the 

appreciation of baseball. 

Educational theme: Once the student-learner has carefully observed the required effort and the 

bio-mechanics of the premier athletes, then the movements can be more easily duplicated and 

performed by the learner. The student is then physically educated. 


