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TWB Show #1019 -- "All-Time Padres" 

 

Act One - "All-Time Padres": San Diego was a cozy Southern California naval town known 

predominantly for surfing, but then 40 years ago MLB arrived in town. This week TWIB chose 

to honor 40 years of San Diego baseball by selecting an All-Time Padres team.  These are the 

eight best position players plus two starting pitchers and a closer that San Diego has ever seen. 

The greatest player in Padres history was outfielder Tony Gwynn. Possibly the next best is 

outfielder Steve Finley. Dave Winfield completes the outfield. Shortstop Gary Templeton and 

second baseman Mark Loretta provided solid defense. At third base is Ken Caminitti and the 

power hitting Nate Colburn is at first base. The catching is handled by the strong-armed Benito 

Santiago. The starting pitchers are Cy Young Award winners Randy Jones and Jake Peavy. 

Super-closer Trevor Hoffman is in relief. 

Educational theme: The influence of MLB changes a town into a city. The economic impact, 

daily national publicity and a sense of competition brings a change in culture. 

Educational theme:  Remembering legendary past players unites the past with the future. All-

time teams are difficult to select but are sources of fun and entertainment for both players and 

fans. Quality decisions require diligence, research and careful evaluation if the result is to be 

respected. This can be a good learning tool for students. 

 

Act Two - "Heath": Trevor Hoffman is the closer for the All-Time Padres team with 500 saves 

but now he is a Milwaukee Brewer. The new closer for the Padres is Heath Bell, who has big 

shoes to fill. Heath pitched so well in the first half of the season that he was selected for the 2009 

NL All-Star team. The secret to Heath's success is his fun-loving approach to the game. Another 

secret is his off season workout regimen, in that he uses the new fitness game WII to get in 

shape. Trevor never has forgotten when fans come calling because he recalls how much it meant 

to him to interact with his heroes when he was a kid. 

       The TWIBIA asked, who was the first Padres pitcher to lead the NL in saves?   The answer is 

Rollie Fingers, who led the league in 1977 with 35 saves.  

       Winning Road Trips continued to salute the teams and players that know how to win on the 

road. This week Heath Bell and the San Diego Padres were noted for their fifth straight win on 

the road. 

Educational theme: Baseball has evolved into a game of specialists. One such specialist is the 

closing relief pitcher. In baseball, a save is a statistical credit given to a relief pitcher for 

preserving a team's victory by holding its lead in a game. 

Educational theme: Trivia are unimportant (or "trivial") items, especially of information. The 

expression came to apply more to information of the kind useful almost exclusively for 

answering sports quiz questions. 

Educational theme: Winning is a habit, but so is losing. Competitive athletes must be taught 

and learn to win fairly, squarely and by the rules.  

Educational theme: Fun is the major motivator for participation in sport. It is simply making 

wise use of one's time. 

Educational theme: Year round physical-conditioning programs include weight training, 



running, plyometrics, position-specific exercises, and diet. The program must develop explosive 

speed and power.  

 

Act Three - "Clutch Winner":  The voting for the July Clutch Performer of the Month Award 

has ended and the winner was determined. The nominees were Erick Aybar of the LA Angels, 

the Chicago Cubs Derrick Lee, Jonathan Sanchez of the San Francisco Giants, the St. Louis 

Cardinals Ryan Ludwick, Garrett Jones of the Pittsburgh Pirates, and Mark Buehrle of the 

Chicago White Sox. And the winner is the White Sox left-handed pitcher Mark Buehrle. Mark's 

spectacular performance in July featured a perfect game. 

       The Rookie of the Month honors the top rookie in both the American and National Leagues 

each month of the season. The honoree is the Arizona Diamondbacks Trent Oeltjen. Trent hails 

from Australia and is becoming a fan favorite in Phoenix. Trent had three home runs in his first 

four MLB games and 12 hits in his first six games. 

       The Radio Call of the Week comes from Colorado, where Rockies shortstop Troy Tulowitzki 

hit for the cycle. It was the sixth cycle hit in MLB this season. 

  

Educational theme: Voting rights are guaranteed by the 14th and 15th amendments by the US 

Constitution. Hopefully, youngsters will learn the significance and value of voting when they 

vote in The Clutch Performer of the Month. 

Educational theme: Honors and recognition are symbolic of athletic achievement and character 

that are regarded as something special. It is satisfying to know that fans really respect one's 

accomplishments and how it was done. 

Educational theme: International baseball is the fastest growing sport in the world. MLB scouts 

are active world-wide in search of premier baseball prospects.  

Educational theme: The cycle is a rare baseball event. The cycle is hitting a single, double, 

triple and home run in the same game. To hit for a cycle requires the hitter to demonstrate hitting 

skill, running speed and hitting with power. 

 

Act Four - "Roberto Clemente Award": MLB's Roberto Clemente Award recognizes players 

who have made particular contributions off the field. Clemente's legacy of sportsmanship and 

positive contributions to his team and the community are remembered. The St. Louis Cardinals 

Albert Pujols is great on the diamond but he is productive off the field as well. Through the 

Pujols Family Foundation, both he and his wife Deidre, provide love, care and funding for 

victims of Downs Syndrome, including his daughter Isabella. Through charity events and his 

annual Celebrity Golf Classic, Albert raises funds to return to the community. The Foundation 

also sponsored humanitarian missions to orphanages in the Dominican Republic. In 2008, Pujols 

was honored for his charitable work with the Roberto Clemente Award. 

       The Big League Blast segment is a home run milestone for Vladimir Guerrero of the LA 

Angels. Vlad hit home run number 400 and number 37 multi home run games. Guerrero appears 

destined for the Hall of Fame. 

Educational theme: Community service and charitable works are acts of civic responsibility. 

Students learn to serve through school community programs and in-school projects.  

Educational theme: Sportsmanship is a primary measure of character. An athlete's desire to 

demonstrate good sportsmanship must be equal with his desire to win. 

Educational theme: Landmark performances are those that mark a turning point in history. 

They are athletic accomplishments with historic significance that are marked for preservation by 



aficionados, players and governing bodies. 

Educational theme: Trivia is a seemingly superfluous and insignificant event; however it is an 

important component of baseball legend, lore and tradition. For both fans and players, trivia is a 

source of fun and interest in the American institution called baseball. 

 

Act Five - "How 'bout that!": The plays of the week were presented to the music of Cavo from 

their album Bright Nights, Dark Days. TWIB featured several home runs and strike outs to 

demonstrate the skills and abilities of MLB players. Outfielders were shown making diving, 

sliding and leaping catches. Infielders too made spectacular catches, and backhand grabs of 

ground balls. Fans were shown dancing and enjoying MLB.   

Educational theme: Spectators enjoy attending and watching MLB. It is simply a good time.  

Educational theme: The artistic value of sport can be found in the beauty, grace, and rhythmic 

movements of elite athletes. The aesthetic quality of a well-executed play enhances the 

appreciation of baseball. 

Educational theme: Once the student-learner has carefully observed the required effort and the 

bio-mechanics of the premier athletes, then the movements can be more easily duplicated and 

performed by the learner. The student is then physically educated. 


