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Act One - "Tricks of the Trade": The 2009 MLB trade deadline, the week leading up to July 

31, is when most players change teams during the season. There is always tension and 

excitement when it comes to making trades, as General Managers try to find the final piece of the 

championship puzzle. If teams have a chance to win, they attempt to acquire players that will 

help take them to the World Series. Last year some of the trades paid off. Milwaukee acquired 

left-handed pitcher CC Sabathia, who led the Brewers to their first post-season in 26 years. The 

trade of Manny Ramirez to the LA Dodgers helped them capture the NL West title. This year the 

Cardinals got Matt Holliday, who has a hit in every game since they got him. And the 

Philadelphia Phillies got the reigning AL Cy Young Award winner, left hander Cliff Lee. These 

two trades also were made with designs on the World Series. 

Educational theme: Baseball is a business. It is a commercial endeavor to provide players, 

employees and customers with the most affordable service and products.  

Educational theme: Building a competitive team is the essence of winning. It is critical to work 

together as a team and less as individuals. Baseball managers play their best nine, not necessarily 

the best nine players. 

Educational theme: A team is a collection of talented individuals. It only takes a few committed 

people to change a group's attitude and environment. 

 

Act Two - "Jerseys": TWIB examined the importance of the number on uniforms from the 

player’s perspective. When a player is traded it means a new city, a new team and often a new 

number. There are a variety of reasons players choose certain numbers. They range from 

sentimental, in honor of someone or merely because it was assigned by the club. Brian Roberts 

of the Baltimore Orioles wore #1 throughout his amateur and professional career because he was 

often the smallest player on the team and stock uniforms are normally numbered from smallest to 

largest. Derrek Lee wears #25 because his dad wore #2 and his uncle wore #5. Jonathan 

Papelbon has a football linebacker's approach to competition, so he wears #58, a number 

associated with linebackers.  

       When a player has a passion for a number, they are often reluctant to give it up. To Torri 

Hunter, the #48 is special and therefore priceless. On the other hand, players have bought 

someone else's number for golf clubs, watches, and dinners. It is important to remember that one 

plays for the name on the front of the jersey rather than the number on the back.   

       The TWIBIA question is “Who was the first Philadelphia Phillie to be named Rookie of the 

Year?” The answer is pitcher Jack Sanford, who led the league in strikeouts in 1957. 

       Winning Road Trips features the teams and players that know how to win on the road. 

Adrian Gonzalez of the San Diego Padres leads the Majors with 19 home runs on the road.    

Educational theme: The use of numbers on the uniform is to allow spectators to recognize the 

players. For some players it is a superstitious symbol of who they are and how well they will 

play. For others, it is merely a number. 

Educational theme: Honoring of one's parents is an ultimate sign of respect.  Respect is a 

feeling of appreciation and high regard for leaders. It is simply not using other people.  



Educational theme: Trivia is a seemingly superfluous and insignificant event; however it is an 

important component of baseball legend, lore and tradition. For both fans and players, trivia is a 

source of fun and interest in the American institution called baseball. 

 

Act Three - "Clutch Nominees": The nominations for The July Clutch Performer for the 

Month Award are completed, so now it is time for the fans to vote.  The nominees are Erick 

Aybar of the LA Angels, Derrek Lee of the Chicago Cubs, Jonathan Sanchez of San Francisco 

Giants , Ryan Ludwick of the St. Louis Cardinals, Garrett Jones of the Pittsburgh Pirates and 

southpaw pitcher Mark Buerhle of the Chicago White Sox. TWIB asked the fans to vote for the 

most worthy player. 

        The Rookie of the Month honors the top rookies in both the American and National Leagues. 

The San Diego Padres six foot six inch pitcher Mat Latos, made himself a candidate when he 

overpowered the Cincinnati Reds for seven innings. 

        The Radio Call of the Week came from Wrigley Field in Chicago. In the 13th inning of a tie 

game, Alfonso Soriano of the Chicago Cubs hit a game-winning grand slam home. The Cubs 

have won five in a row to remain in first place of the NL Central Division. 

Educational theme: Playing under pressure requires one to practice under pressure. Sports 

pedagogy must include situational instruction to overcome the stress of competition. There is a 

sense of calm and control for those who can perform under pressure. 

Educational theme:  Recalling phenomenal milestones and landmark events is an informal way 

to evaluate performance, activity, and achievement. It is an account of history collected, written, 

and preserved for future generations. Remembering accomplishments gives fans a greater 

appreciation of winning and championship achievements. 

Educational theme: Winning is a habit and, unfortunately, so is losing. Winning is not a one-

time thing. It is an all-the-time thing.  Children are given opportunities to learn the value of 

achievement through playing baseball. 

Educational theme:  Voting is a right and responsibility of good citizenship. Children 

participating in an election by expressing their choice may learn that their votes are meaningful. 

Hopefully, this will carry over into adulthood. 

 

Act Four - "Roberto Clemente Award": The great Roberto Clemente's passion on the baseball 

field and his compassion off the field has inspired one of MLB's most prestigious awards, and 

each week TWIB will look back at previous winners. Clemente's legacy lives on with the 46 year 

old Jamie Moyer, who is now the 10th winningest left handed pitcher in MLB history. He won 

The Roberto Clemente Award in 2003. Jamie thinks it is "... important as an athlete to set 

examples... to give back and try to make a difference in people's lives in less fortunate 

situations." He and his wife Karen, created The Jamie Moyer Foundation in 2000 to provide aid 

to charities that help children in need. Through the Foundation, the Moyer's have been involved 

in more than 170 grass roots organizations.  The Foundation created Camp Erin, which is a 

nationwide bereavement camp for children six to 17 who have lost a parent, friend or loved one. 

       In the Big League Blast segment, Josh Willingham of the Washington Nationals was 

recognized for his two grand slam home runs in the same game. 

Educational theme: The Roberto Clemente Award is based on sportsmanship and positive 

contributions to the team and community. 

Educational theme: Most athletes do not choose to be role models. But because of their 

celebrity, they nevertheless are. Children look up to them, therefore, setting a positive example 



of good behavior is a major responsibility of athletes. 

Educational theme: Trivia is a seemingly superfluous and insignificant event; however it is an 

important component of baseball legend, lore and tradition. For both fans and players, trivia is a 

source of fun and interest in the American institution called baseball. 

Educational theme:  History is a vital aspect of sport, especially providing standards of 

achievement and evaluation, while providing year round fun and interest for both players and 

fans. 

 

Act Five - "How 'bout that!": The plays of the week were presented to the music of Green Day 

from their album 21st Century Breakdown. The 2009 Hall of Fame inductees -- Jim Rice and 

Rickey Henderson-- were cited. The strikeout records of Luke Hochevar and Tim Lincecum 

were reported. Several diving defensive plays were shown, as was a nasty collision between two 

outfielders. A powerful throw to the plate by Nick Markakis of the Baltimore Orioles was 

shown. Finally, Josh Willingham's two grand slam home runs were once again highlighted. 

Educational theme: The National Baseball Hall of Fame honor is the highest acclamation that 

can be bestowed on a MLB player. It is the recognition of a great career both on and the off the 

field. Recognition of one's talent is an important psychological need of all human beings.  

Educational theme:  Landmark performances are those that mark a turning point in history. 

They are athletic accomplishments with historic significance that are marked for preservation by 

aficionados, players and governing bodies. 

Educational theme: The artistic value of sport can be found in the beauty, grace, and rhythmic 

movements of elite athletes. The aesthetic quality of a well-executed play enhances the 

appreciation of baseball. 

Educational theme: Once the student-learner has carefully observed the required effort and the 

bio-mechanics of the premier athletes, then the movements can be more easily duplicated and 

performed by the learner. The student is then physically educated. 


