
Re:  This Week In Baseball  

Air Date: September 19, 2009  

  

TWB Show #1024 - Chicago White Sox 

 

Act One - "White Sox": TWIB looked back at two of the most memorable moments from this 

season and they both were performed by members of the Chicago White Sox. When the 2009 

season began, White Sox teammates Jermaine Dye and Paul Konerko were both two home runs 

shy of 300, but they both got off to a slow start hitting home runs. Then in Detroit, they hit back 

to back home runs to reach the plateau. Never in MLB history has a duo ever hit their 300th 

home runs in succession. Another memorable moment was the evening that Chicago southpaw 

Mark Buehrle pitched just the 18th perfect game in 139 years of Major League Baseball. 

Educational theme: Milestone performances are important events in the history of baseball, 

especially a player's career. An athletic accomplishment with historic significance is marked for 

preservation by aficionados, players and governing bodies. 

Educational theme:  Documentation of landmark and recognizing peak performances are 

informal methods to evaluate performance, activity and achievement. 

Educational theme:  Documenting landmark achievements is the history of the present. But, if 

you lose sight of the past, you lose sight of the future. This is the glory and romance preserved in 

chronicles. 

Educational theme: Recalling the highlights is a particularly interesting way to permit fans to 

relive and interpret athletic history in an artistic and creative milieu. 

 

Act Two - "Black Sox": In contrast to those magical moments in 2009, it was 90 years ago that 

the White Sox were part of one of the worst moments in baseball history. For in 1919, the White 

Sox were infamously known as the "Black Sox." The 1917 champion Sox were led by 

"Shoeless" Joe Jackson, whose career batting average is the third highest in baseball history. The 

White Sox were champions but they were unhappily playing for the tight-fisted owner, Charles 

Comiskey.  Comiskey cared only about ticket sales and low player salaries; therefore, the players 

sought opportunities to earn extra money. Baseball players of the era often socialized in saloons 

and in public settings with gamblers. This was a problem MLB was slow to address.  In 1919, 

the Sox won the American League pennant and the right to face the Cincinnati Reds in the World 

Series. But Chuck Gandil, the White Sox first baseman, developed a scheme to throw the World 

Series involving eight members of the White Sox -- Joe Jackson, Eddie Cicottte, Happy Felsch, 

Fred McMullin, Swede Risberg, "Buck" Weaver, Lefty Williams and Gandil himself. The 

performance by the Sox in Game 1 was error filled, but once the game ended, the players were 

not fully paid by the gamblers. This led to a big fight in Cicotte's room after the game at which 

point the players changed their tune and agreed to try and win the Series.  But they couldn’t 

overcome that early loss and Cincinnati won the title. In 1920, confessions were made and 

indictments were issued.  As the new commissioner of baseball, Judge Kenesaw Mountain 

Landis vowed to clean up the game in the wake of the Black Sox scandal. Landis believed that 

"... baseball is loved by an entire nation because it embodies that priceless spirit of equality that 

is the very backbone of America."  The players were acquitted in court, but Landis leveled a 

lifetime ban on the eight players and closure to one of the saddest chapters in baseball history.   

       "Shoeless" Joe Jackson has a career .356 batting average, which led to the TWIBIA question: 

Who is the active player with at least 5000 plate appearances that has the highest career average? 



The answer is Albert Pujols with a .334 lifetime batting average. 

       Winning Road Trips salutes teams and players that know how to win on the road. Adam 

Wainwright of the St. Louis Cardinals is 11-1 on the road this season for a National League best. 

Educational theme:  The study of history is necessary, if we are not to repeat the mistakes of 

the past. The history of athletics often leads and/ or parallels the history of a culture. 

Educational theme: This is a particularly excellent example of moral corruption and lack of 

character. Character is the basic dependability of a person. It is what you do when nobody else is 

looking. The character of a person is critically evaluated by fans, media, prospective employers, 

etc. 

Educational theme: In 1954 James Barzun wrote, "Whoever wants to know the heart and mind 

of America had better learn baseball..." Baseball is a game that teaches teamwork, overcoming 

adversity, resilience and is full of infinite possibilities. 

Educational theme:  Trivia is a seemingly superfluous and insignificant event; however, it is an 

important component of baseball legend, lore and tradition. For both fans and players, trivia is a 

source of fun and interest in the American institution called baseball.  

 

Act Three - "Refresh":  TWIB put microphones on many of the Chicago White Sox to capture 

the candid comments of some of the best players in baseball -- including A.J. Pierzynski, Aaron 

Rowand, Jermaine Dye, and manager Ozzie Guillen. Ozzie rarely stops talking and is always 

entertaining. Viewers heard the emotional high that players experience when they win a World 

Series game courtesy of Aaron Rowland.  

       The Rookie of the Month honors rookies in both American and National Leagues. 

Milwaukee Brewers Alcides Escobar added to his resume with a four hit - 3 RBI game. Escobar 

executed an outstanding relay throw to turn a double play. 

       The Call of the Week came from Detroit, when Aubrey Huff pinch hit a game-tying home 

run in the ninth inning. 

Educational theme:  Baseball players and fans are in search of a multitude of entertainment 

activities. Having fun is an important part of life. Receiving and giving pleasure and love are 

primary motivators for athletic participation and spectator attendance at events. Fun includes the 

need for stimulation and excitement. 

Educational theme: Leadership by example is based on a spiritual quality; the power to inspire 

others to follow. Leaders must see the vision, and empower the team to execute the plan. By 

strength of their commitment, the power of the team is unleashed. 

Educational theme: Athletic recognition is symbolic of athletic achievement and character that 

are regarded as something special. 

Educational theme:  Of all the aspects of sport, curiosities of small and trivial information are 

the most deeply appreciated by players and fans. No baseball statistic is too small or trivial.  

 

Act Four - "Roberto Clemente Award":  Once again, TWIB looked back at previous winners 

of the Roberto Clemente Award who have done their part to ensure that Clemente's legacy of 

sportsmanship, positive contributions to his team and community lives on. 

         On the diamond, Harold Reynolds was both speedy and played dazzling defense, but off 

the field, Harold starred by working with getting gang members on the right path. Following the 

example of Dave Winfield, Harold established a similar foundation. Harold understood the 

impact of role models on young lives. In 1991, Reynolds received the Roberto Clemente Award 

and went on to emcee future ceremonies. Harold often jokingly compared trophies -- a baseball 



trophy he received versus a large Heisman-looking trophy that latter winners got. Then in a 

pleasant gesture of respect, Commissioner Bud Selig presented Reynolds a large baseball statue 

for a lifetime Roberto Clemente Award. Harold's gracious response was "The award is in what 

you do ... and being able to carry out your vision and having an impact on people's lives ..."   

         The Big League Blast feature was a dramatic ending. For the sixth time this year, Andre 

Ethier of the LA Dodgers hit his sixth walk-off game winning home run. Andre is beginning to 

earn the nickname "Mr. Miracle." 

        MLB and the Players Association will donate up to one million tickets to those who serve 

their country and community through the "Give Back" program. It is their way of saying "thanks" 

to those who care. 

Educational theme: One of MLB's most prestigious honors is The Roberto Clemente Award. It 

recognizes athletes who have made a contribution to baseball off the field. 

Educational theme: Character is the basic element of a person. It is who you are and what you 

do when nobody else is looking. The character of a person is critically evaluated by fans, media, 

prospective employers, etc. 

Educational theme:  For both fans and players, trivia is a source of fun and interest in the 

American institution called baseball. Excitement and drama are components of competitive 

athletics. It enhances the fun and interest for both players and fans in the game of baseball.  

Educational theme:  Professional athletes are role models who serve as examples of a particular 

behavioral or social role for a child to emulate. 

 

Act Five - "How 'bout that!": The plays of the week were presented to the music of Taking 

Back Sunday from their album New Again. There were many well executed double plays, strong 

throws by infielders, dramatic home runs, leaping and diving catches by outfielders, and a brief 

collection of bloopers and errors. A father's love for his young daughter was shown when he 

caught a foul ball and gave it to her only to have her throw it back.  He then lovingly hugged her 

realizing that she thought she was doing the right thing. Derek Jeter's 2722th base hit allowed 

him to pass the great Lou Gehrig for the most base hits ever by a NY Yankee. 

Educational theme: There are many moments to remember, moments that become legendary in 

the annals of sport and bring excitement to the game. Some players are held in high regard by 

sports fans. They become iconic figures and heroes that are recognized as enduring symbols of 

achievement.  This respect is earned by achievement, accomplishment and approach.  

Educational theme:  Children learn best by watching and mimicking athletic performance. 

Kinesthetic modeling can duplicate biomechanical skills.  This was a particularly good example 

of the skills needed to compete at the elite level of competitive sport. 

Educational theme: The artistic value of sport can be found in the beauty, grace, and rhythmic 

movements of elite athletes. The aesthetic quality of a well-executed play enhances the 

appreciation of baseball. 

Educational theme: Once the student-learner has carefully observed the required effort and the 

bio-mechanics of the premier athletes, then the movements can be more easily duplicated and 

performed by the learner. The student is then physically educated. 


