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Act One - "Bobby Scales, etc.": September is when MLB rosters expand and top prospects can 

get their first opportunity to play in the major leagues. Sometimes the call to the Major Leagues 

comes as a complete surprise. Chicago Cubs second baseman Bobby Scales is an example of one 

such player. Scales never doubted his ability and always had confidence in his work ethic. Bobby 

also was healthy and had his family's support. His determination and resolve was rewarded in 

May when, after 11 years in the minor leagues, he was finally called up to play for the Cubs at 

Wrigley Field. Thirty-one years old, he had been waiting his entire life for this opportunity. 

Although Bobby did return to the minor leagues, he played in 25 MLB games, and is hopeful for 

a September return to the Cubs – which happened the night before this show aired. 

Educational theme: Opportunities multiply as they are seized, so when they present themselves 

do not allow them to pass. Make the most of the opportunity by being ready. 

Educational theme: If you don't believe in yourself, why should anyone believe in you? 

Confidence is trust, faith and a state of being certain. 

Educational theme:  Persistence and perseverance are components of a good work ethic. 

Persistence is to be steadfast and repetitious in purpose.  Perseverance is the willingness to work 

hard and to be stubborn about your self-image. This story is a particularly good example of 

persistence and perseverance.  

Educational theme: Support of family and friends are the roots of one's stability. Families are to 

teach, provide and protect their members. The journey to greatness is embraced and taught by the 

family. 

 

Act Two - "European Academy": Every year baseball continues to grow as a global sport. 

Historically, Latin America has produced the most talent outside of the United States.  But the 

2009 World Baseball Classic is evidence that baseball is developing everywhere. With that in 

mind, MLB is developing talent in Europe and Africa through its new baseball academy in Italy. 

Five months prior, hundreds of players tried out in seven European cities to get an invitation to 

the academy. A total of 55 players, aged 14 to 20, from 12 different countries were invited for 

the intensive three-week training camp. These elite prospects were taught by the Academy's big 

league coaching staff, including Barry Larkin, Wally Joyner and Bruce Hurst among others. The 

entire staff has a wealth of experience and demonstrated the Major League way to the eager 

young minds. They taught tactics, skills, corrected mental errors and conditioning. In the five 

years of the camp's operation, 34 players have signed Major League contracts. This demonstrates 

the international impact of baseball and that is what Major League Baseball wants. The Academy 

is a place where dreams really can come true. 

       The TWIBIA question is, who was the only other Boston Red Sox left-handed pitcher besides 

Bruce Hurst to win at least three postseason games? The answer is Babe Ruth, who won three 

postseason games for Boston and had a 0.87 ERA. 

       Winning Road Trips salutes the players and teams that know how to win on the road. The 

Yankees traveled to Baltimore and swept the Orioles -- adding to the best win-loss record in 

MLB. 



Educational theme:  Athletic academies are facilities designed to create an atmosphere of 

learning for competitors and students of the game. These academies are a part of a community's 

sports culture.  

Educational theme:  Sports pedagogy is an important aspect of the learning process. 

Demonstration and explanation are initial steps in the process.  

Educational theme: International baseball has grown to the point where many foreign baseball 

teams and players are now competitive with teams and players in the United States. Baseball is 

the fastest growing sport in the world. 

Educational theme: Winning is a habit and so is losing. The will to prepare to win is more 

important than the will to win. Ty Cobb once said, "Winning is not the most important thing. It is 

the only thing."  

Educational theme: Trivia is a seemingly superfluous and insignificant event; however, it is an 

important component of baseball legend, lore and tradition. For both fans and players, trivia is a 

source of fun and interest in the American institution called baseball.  

Educational theme: The mental aspect is the most difficult part of highly competitive athletics 

to master.  

 

Act Three - "Clutch": TWIB called for fans to vote for The August Clutch Performer of the 

Month. The nominees are DH Hideki Matsui of the New York Yankees, Carlos Pena of the 

Tampa Bay Rays, Ubaldo Jimenez of the Colorado Rockies, Cliff Lee of the Philadelphia 

Phillies, and Kendry Morales of the LA Angels. The fans are asked to vote on line. 

       The Rookie of the Month honors the top rookies in both the American and National Leagues. 

Chris Coghlan of the Florida Marlins had an incredible month with 47 hits in August, the highest 

total in baseball by a rookie since 1954. 

       The Radio Call of the Week came from Minnesota, where Jose Morales' line drive base hit 

gave the Twins the win. As a result, he was joyfully mobbed by the team.    

Educational theme: Voting is a fundamental right in a free and democratic society. Creating 

exercises for a democratic society are terrific methods for children to learn the responsibilities of 

citizenship. 

Educational theme: Athletic recognition is symbolic of athletic achievement and character that 

are regarded as something special.  

Educational theme: Joy of victory is most satisfying emotion. But the will to prepare to win is 

more important than the will to win. 

 

Act Four - "Roberto Clemente Award": On Roberto Clemente Day, September 2, MLB 

announced and honored the 30 finalists for this year's award. These are men who have gone 

beyond to ensure Clemente's legacy of sportsmanship and compassion lives on.  All 30 men were 

briefly cited for their various community projects, charities, foundations and funds that support 

the spirit of community. Fans are asked to cast their ballots on line with the chance to win a trip 

to the World Series. 

       The Big League Blast featured Arizona's John Heater, who hit a home run in his first Major 

League at bat, i.e., his debut to The Show. 

Educational theme: Foundations are funds for the perpetual support of community service 

institution or charity. 

Educational theme: Recognition is an important psychological need of all human beings. To 

attain self-actualization one must attain esteem to have self-respect and to achieve goals. 



Educational theme: Voting is a right and responsibility of good citizenship. Children 

participating in an election by expressing their choice may learn that their votes are meaningful. 

Hopefully, this will carry over into adulthood. 

 

Act Five - "How 'bout that!": The plays of the week were presented to the music of Dead by 

Sunrise from their album Out of Ashes. TWIB featured fans enjoying Major League Baseball by 

dancing in the stands and cheering for their team. Several outstanding outfielders making catches 

on the warning track of the fence were highlighted. Infielders were shown leaping and diving on 

a multitude of defensive plays. Some crucial home runs were shown. The humorous side of 

baseball was featured with a collection of errors, misplays, mental lapses, and player collisions.   

Educational theme: Baseball is fun for both players and fans alike. It is simply making wise use 

of one's time. 

Educational theme: Humor is in the eye of the beholder. Often people enjoy observing the 

failure of elite athletes. 

Educational theme: The artistic value of sport can be found in the beauty, grace, and rhythmic 

movements of elite athletes. The aesthetic quality of a well-executed play enhances the 

appreciation of baseball. 

Educational theme: Once the student-learner has carefully observed the required effort and the 

bio-mechanics of the premier athletes, then the movements can be more easily duplicated and 

performed by the learner. The student is then physically educated. 

 

 

 

 


