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Act One - "Rickey Henderson -- Hall of Fame Feature": This week the National 

Baseball Hall of Fame in Cooperstown will induct the late Joe Gordon, the colorful 

Rickey Henderson and Jim Rice, whose induction is long overdue. 

       Rickey Henderson is the best leadoff hitter of all time, recognized for his speed, 

power and grace. He is the all-time MLB stolen base leader with 12 stolen base titles, 

1406 lifetime steals and the single season record of 130 set in 1982. Rickey is second all 

time with 2190 walks. Henderson set the MLB record with 180 game lead off home runs. 

His speed and power changed the role of the lead-off hitter. Rickey's style was to have 

fun and put on a show.  He almost always spoke in the third person when talking to 

himself, his bat and to other people. Rickey is an unforgettable character. His Hall of 

Fame acceptance speech is anticipated by many as another great Rickey moment. This 

week Rickey will be recognized as one of the greatest players of all time when he is 

inducted into the Hall of Fame. 

Educational theme:   Selection to the National Baseball Hall of Fame is an individual 

honor and an achievement that is recognized by all. Recognition of one's talent is an 

important psychological need of all human beings. To attain self-actualization one must 

attain esteem to have self-respect and to achieve goals. 

Educational theme: Records are made to be broken. 

Educational theme: Most parents and players put fun as their primary philosophical 

objective focusing on satisfaction, developing self-image and commitment to the job a 

hand.  

Educational theme: Traditional models of baseball strategy required the lead off hitter 

have the ability to take pitches and to draw bases on balls. Now they are expected to have 

speed and power. 

 

Act Two - "Jim Rice -- Hall of Fame Feature": Jim Rice of the Boston Red Sox was a 

commanding presence both in the field and at bat for 16 seasons. Rice was a first round 

draft choice who went on to win the triple crown at Triple-A Pawtucket in 1974.  In 

1975, the rookies Fred Lynn and Jim Rice were known as The Gold Dust Twins. The duo 

recorded outstanding statistics while leading the Red Sox to the American League 

pennant. Lynn became the first man ever to win both the Rookie of the Year and MVP 

awards.  Rice finished third in the MVP voting in a season cut short by a broken hand. He 

finished the year hitting .309 with 22 homers and 102 RBI. In 1978, Rice became the first 

player in decades to have 400 total bases in a year. He led MLB in 1978 in home runs, 

RBI and triples on the way to being named the American League's Most Valuable Player. 

The Kansas City Royals developed a new baseball strategy known as "the Jim Rice 

shift," when they put the third baseman in left field and played with four outfielders. 

Upon his retirement in 1989, Rice officially became part of Boston's left field legacy, 

which is one of baseball's most unique triumvirates -- Hall of Famers Ted Williams, Carl 

Yazstremski and Jim Rice – who all played their entire career with the same team. 



       The TWIBIA question was who was the last American League player before Jim Rice 

to lead the league in triples and home runs the same year. The answer is Mickey Mantle, 

who in 1955 had 11 triples and 37 home runs. 

       Winning Road Trips is a salute to the teams and players who know how to win on the 

road. The LA Angels continue to win away from home with five straight this week and 

another series sweep. 

Educational theme: Recalling phenomenal career records and landmark performances 

are methods to evaluate performance, activity, and achievement. It is an account of 

history collected, written, and preserved for future generations. Remembering 

accomplishments gives fans a greater appreciation of winning and championship 

achievements. 

Educational theme: Modern baseball strategies are often creative and change how the 

game is played. Critical thinking and analysis leads to intelligent innovation. The 

opponents strengths and weaknesses must be analyzed and then used to your advantage. 

Educational theme: Trivia is an informal way to evaluate performance, activity, and 

achievement. It is an account of history collected, written, and preserved for future 

generations.  

Educational theme:  Power hitting is one of the skills used to evaluate baseball players. 

All-around talent of a baseball player includes arm strength, running speed, defensive 

skill, hitting and hitting with power. 

 

Act Three - "Hall of Fame Classic": For 70 years, the Hall of Fame brought in Major 

League teams to Cooperstown for a traditional Hall of Fame Game.  But this year 

scheduling conflicts made it impossible to play the game. Legendary Cleveland Indians' 

pitcher Bob Feller presented an idea of playing a game featuring five Hall of Famers and 

assorted former Major League players at Doubleday Field. The Hall of Fame in 

connection with Baseball Alumni played a game in front of more than 7000 people. One 

of Baseball's Alumni's mottos is to promote baseball and get people to participate. The 

Hall of Famers were Bob Feller, Paul Molitor, Fergie Jenkins, Brooks Robinson and Phil 

Niekro. Feller is the winningest pitcher in Cleveland history and still the only man ever to 

throw an Opening Day no-hitter.   

        The Rookie of the Month honors the top rookie in both the American and National 

Leagues. This week's nominee is Atlanta pitcher Tommy Hanson. Tommy has become a 

dominant pitcher and this week he established a new Atlanta rookie record with 11 

strikeouts versus the San Francisco Giants. 

        The Call of the Week came from Chicago's U.S. Cellular One Stadium, where the 

White Sox Mark Buerhle pitched a perfect game against the Tampa Bay Rays.  This is 

Buerhle's second no-hitter. 

Educational theme: Traditions are elements of a culture passed down from generation to 

generation, usually by oral communication. 

Educational theme: Change in circumstance leads to the opportunity to be creative. It is 

the opportunity to begin again, more intelligently." 

Educational theme: Rookies are first year players who are inexperienced at the Major 

League level of play.  Recognition of one's talent is an important psychological need of 

all human beings..... To attain self-actualization one must attain esteem to have self-

respect and to achieve goals. 



Educational theme: A perfect game occurs when the pitch faces and records 27 

consecutive outs without any opponents reaching base. Documenting phenomenal 

milestones and landmark events is an informal way to evaluate performance, activity, and 

achievement. 

 

Act Four - "Roberto Clemente Award": The late great Roberto Clemente of the 

Pittsburgh Pirates played baseball with unyielding passion. Off the field, his compassion 

inspired one of baseball's most prestigious awards - The Roberto Clemente Award. MLB 

created the award to recognize athletes who make a particular contribution to the game 

off the field. The award considers sportsmanship, positive contributions to his team and 

community involvement. Clemente is still today known as "The Great One," based on the 

fact that he won four batting titles, two World Series championships, a National League 

MVP Award and 12 Gold Gloves. Shortly after Roberto got his 3000th hit, he died in a 

plane crash attempting to bring relief to earthquake victims in Nicaragua. 

       The Big League Blast  took place in Texas, where the Rangers Ian Kinsler's second 

home run of the night was the game winning type. The Rangers won 5 to 3. 

Educational theme: The quality of a person's life is in direct proportion to his 

commitment to excellence regardless of his chosen field of endeavor.  These are the 

people who become iconic figures. 

Educational theme: Sportsmanship is the pursuit of victory with honor ... character 

counts. 

Educational theme: Humanitarians have a concern for human welfare, which is usually 

demonstrated through charity and community service. This is learned through moral and 

ethical behavior.  

Educational theme:  Recalling the highlights is a particularly interesting way for fans to 

relive and interpret athletic history in an artistic and creative milieu. 

 

 

Act Five - "How 'bout that!": The plays of the week were set to the music of The 

Veronicas from their album "Hook Me Up". This week's video showed fans having fun 

and enjoying ball games, players making misplays and errors and sensational defensive 

plays. There were diving catches, sensational throws, fortunate double plays, dramatic 

game-winning home runs, and remarkable individual performances.  The Colorado 

Rockies' Todd Helton's 500 home run and the Chicago White Sox' Mark Buerhle's perfect 

game were noted.   

Educational theme: This act is a particularly excellent example of pedagogy because of 

its repetitiveness. "The eight laws of learning are explanation, demonstration, imitation, 

repetition, repetition, repetition, repetition, and repetition." -- John Wooden  

Educational theme: Landmark performances are those that mark a turning point in 

history. They are athletic accomplishments with historic significance that are marked for 

preservation by aficionados, players and governing bodies. 

Educational theme: The artistic value of sport can be found in the beauty, grace, and 

rhythmic movements of elite athletes. The aesthetic quality of a well-executed play 

enhances the appreciation of baseball. 

Educational theme: Once the student-learner has carefully observed the required effort 

and the bio-mechanics of the premier athletes, then the movements can be more easily 



duplicated and performed by the learner. The student is then physically educated. 


