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July 1, 2021 – September 30, 2021

Section I. Issues

The stations have identified the following topics as significant issues facing our community in this quarter:

A. RACIAL JUSTICE/POLICE REFORM – We addressed a community perception of racial 
profiling and the need for police reform.

B. FOSTER CARE – The need for additional foster care and families has been increasing in the 
community with a growing number of children removed from unsafe environments, and we 
addressed it by speaking with local agencies, current foster parents and a foster child, to 
encourage more community involvement. 

C. EDUCATION – We covered how COVID 19 has affected students learning, especially early 
childhood learning. Also, we addressed the call for education reform, and the need for better 
performance from schools.

D. HEALTH – COVID 19 and vaccinations are still number one in community concerns, and we 
continued to address this along with other health concerns of skin cancer, drug addiction, 
prostate cancer and allergies.

E. MENTAL HEALTH – We covered mental health issues brought on by the pandemic, 
depression, grief and psychotherapy therapeutic conversations as a way to help those 
struggling. Additionally we discussed Alzheimer’s disease and the treatment and care needed.

Section II. Responsive Programs

“Sunday Morning Townsquare” is a locally produced 30-minute program that airs every Sunday 
morning at 6:00 a.m. on all five Grand Rapids stations.  The program log for this show is set forth below.

Date Aired Issue Discussed.  Description of Program

7/4/21 Foster Parenting – Foster parent, Jenney Grant discussed foster parenting 
and how Arbor Circle helped her.

Health/Skin Cancer – Dr. Ivy Lee, board certified dermatologist, discussed 
sun exposure, sunburns and the growing concern of skin cancer.

7/11/21 Foster Parenting – Foster parents Amy and Dan Trevault told their story of 
being a young couple without children and becoming foster parents, and 
how they ultimately, the adopted their foster child.

Mental Health – Best-selling author, Thomas Moore, discussed his new 
book, Soul Therapy, psychotherapy, and how we all can learn the art of 
therapeutic conversation to help others.

7/18/21 Life/Hope/Death – Steve Harryman, writer, videographer and author, 
discussed his first book, Char’s Gift, a story of his wife’s cancer battle and 
her inspiration to others.



Foster Parenting – Connor, the foster child Amy & Dan Trevault adopted, 
told his story about having to go into foster care, and the loving foster 
parents that became his new family.

       7/25/21 Community Input and Involvement – Grand Rapid Mayor, Rosalynn Bliss 
discussed how the city has opened up communication with citizens, and is 
giving them a voice.

Health, Covid-19 Vaccination – Dr. Janis Orlowski, Chief Health Care 
Officer at Association of American Medical Colleges, spoke about the 
COVID Vaccines, and the CDC’s mask guidance. 

8/1/21

Mental Health – Dr. Hal Urban, author of The Power of Good News, spoke 
about the state of major depression in the U.S. today, and how good news 
bolster mental health and well-being.

Mental Health/Alzheimer’s – Author Dr. Anne Basting, professor of English 
at the University of Wisconsin, discussed her radical approach that engages 
the elderly by using imagination and storytelling to reach seniors with 
Alzheimer’s.

8/8/21

Drug Addiction – Author Christine Naman discussed her book, About 
Natalie. The story of her daughter’s battle with heroin addiction and every 
parent’s nightmare of a child’s addiction.

Violence and Crime – Grand Rapids Mayor, Rosalynn Bliss, discussed the 
city’s Evidence based Violence Prevention play and the city’s partnership 
with the Urban League.

8/15/21

Education – Educator and language pathologist, Holly De Leon, talked 
about how COVID has affected education and learning, especially among 
preschoolers, how to identify the red flags of the loss, and how to deal with 
it.

8/22/21 Mental Health/Grief – David Mathews, founder of The Spark of Life, spoke 
about how the pandemic has affected all of us. Loss of a loved one, divorce, 
financial collapse, are devastating and how to regain hope and joy again.

8/29/21 Health – Dr. Purvi Parikh, Immunologist with Allergy & Asthma Network, 
discussd Summer and Fall Allergies, fool allergies, the best way to deal with 
them and how COVID is affecting allergies. 

Social Unrest – Dr. Steven Mintz, author of Beyond Happiness and 
Meaning: Transforming Your Life Through Ethical Behavior, discussed the 
Cancel Culture in our society and the threat to civility and democracy.

9/5/21   Business/Jobs – Grand Rapids Mayor, Rosalynn Bliss, discussed the city’s 
jobs outlook and the new business initiatives undertaken by the city. She 
announced new and expanding businesses.

Health – Dr. Channing Paller, associate director for Oncology of Johns 
Hopkins Research Network, discussed Prostate Cancer in men, and their 
DNA research that will help in developing new treatments.

9/12/21 Health/Women’s Hormones – Dr. Aviva Romm, family physician in 
women’s health and obstetrics, and founder of the Yale Integrative Medicine 



Program. Discussed women’s and teenagers hormonal problems that seem 
to be skyrocketing and how to treat them. 

9/19/21 Racial Injustice – Dr. Howard Henderson, Director of Center for Justice 
Research, Texas Southern University, and author of “More than Race,” 
spoke about evidence-based reforms to improve police and community 
relations. He addressed police reform and they’re ability to identify solutions 
from within the black community.

9/26/21 Education –Dr. Clete Bulach, educator and author, discussed creating a 
culture for high performance schools and addressed a need for 
comprehensive school reform.


