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PROGRAMS PROVIDING MOST SIGNIFICANT
TREATMENT OF COMMUNITY ISSUES

On KNOP
NEWS 2 SUNRISE                  Monday thru Friday  6:00-
7:00a
NEWS 2 MIDDAY          Monday thru Friday  11:30a-12:00p
NEWS 2 AT 6PM                                     Monday thru Saturday 

6:00-6:30p
NEWS 2 AT 10PM                                  Monday thru Sunday 10:00-
10:35p

All of the above programs are locally produced News programs presenting a mix of news, 
weather, sports and issue-related Feature stories.  Issue-responsive program segments are 
usually one to three minutes in duration unless otherwise indicated.  
Webchannel/Mobile/Streaming/Aps:  North Platte Nebraska has a place to go for 
local news and information online and on the go.  As more people turn to alternative 
means for information on a daily basis, people can count on KNOP-TV 
(KNOPNews2.com) to be the local news and information leader on all platforms.  KNOP 
News2's website is an important source of local news stories of all kinds, emergency 
information, severe weather, amber alerts, community information, public service, and 
other resources. News2's various digital platforms also feature live streaming 
throughout the day whether a scheduled newscast, or breaking news or weather of 
local importance, and also meet online closed captioning requirements. 

Regular NBC Network News Programs Carried by KNOP:

EARLY TODAY                                 Monday thru Friday 5:30-6:00am
TODAY SHOW                                                              Monday thru 
Friday          7:00-11:00am
NBC NIGHTLY NEW                                                             Monday thru 
Sunday        5:00-5:30pm
SATURDAY TODAY SHOW                                 Saturdays                         7:00-
9:00am
SUNDAY TODAY SHOW                                       Sundays                         7:00-
8:00am
MEET THE PRESS            Sundays 8:00-9:00am

On KIIT
News 2 @ 10pm (Repeat)                      Monday thru Friday 12:00-
12:30am           Pure Nebraska            

Sundays   9:30-10:00am

Regular FOX Network and Syndicated News/Information Programs Carried by KIIT:

FOX NEWS SUNDAY                                 Sundays                8:00-
9:00am
US FARM REPORT Sundays            7:00-8:00am



All of the above programs are network news programs presenting a mix of news, weather, 
sports and issue-related Feature stories.   

All KNOP and KIIT Newscasts are closed captioned for the hearing impaired.  Station 
conducts all weekly random EAS tests as well as monthly scheduled test in 
preparation of needed emergency announcements. Station airs Public File and 
Children's Programming Report spots as required. 

Examples of stories providing treatment of significant community issues this 
Quarter.

ALCOHOL & DRUGS

Substance Abuse Prevention System Gives Tax Credit 
07/15/19 News2 Midday Monday 
A department of economic development grant from the State of Nebraska is helping curb 
substance abuse throughout the community. Community Connections applied for the grant 
through the Community Development Assistance Act, which gives donors a 40% tax credit 
to donors who make a donation of 500 dollars or more. The grant is in its second year. The 
funds will go directly to their substance abuse prevention system.

Drugs And Guns Found in I-80 Traffic Stop :30
07/24/19 News2 5pm Wednesday 
Troopers arrested two people and seized several controlled substances during a traffic stop 
on Interstate 80 Tuesday near North Platte. The trooper smelled the odor of marijuana. A 
search discovered controlled substances, including 16 pounds of methamphetamine, and 
smaller amounts of heroin, cocaine, prescription pills, and marijuana. Troopers also located 
three loaded handguns in the vehicle. 

Off Duty Cop Makes Plea in Drunk Driving Case :20
07/25/19 News2 Midday Thursday 
An off-duty North Platte Police Officer was in court Thursday morning and plead no contest 
to driving drunk on Highway 83 near North Platte in April. The no contest plea was made to 
First Offense DUI. The Reckless Driving Charge was dismissed. Judge Jay said Jones is 
sentenced to six months of probation during which, she cannot consume alcohol or go in any 
establishments whose main purpose is to sell it.
He also revoked her license for 60 days, issued a $500 fine, and told her she would have to 
submit to search and testing by her probation officer. The judge also told her she had to 
have an interlock ignition device for her vehicle. Jones will pay restitution at an amount to be 
determined. 

North Platte Business Owner Charged :30
07/24/19 News2 Midday Wednesday 
Jacob Johanson of Elite Lifestyles in North Platte is being charged with a felony as a result of 
selling CBD products. CBD or cannabinoid is a derivative of marijuana used to treat various 
ailments and chronic diseases. After being charged with Felony Distribution of a Controlled 
Substance he stopped selling all CBD. Johanson's attorney, Russ Jones, said his concern is 



the County Attorney is charging his client with distribution of THC with products that 
supposedly contain legal amounts of the chemical. 

Jeep Hanging Over Viaduct in North Platte :30
08/08/19 News2 10pm Thursday 
A Jeep could be seen hanging over the barrier of the Jeffers Street viaduct in North Platte 
Thursday afternoon. The driver, Samuel Richards was arrested for driving under the 
influence and was taken to the Lincoln County jail. The Jeep went into the walking path and 
came to rest against the chain link fence. A witness at the scene said they saw paramedics 
check on a person who refused medical treatment.

Alcohol Inspections Held in Keith, Chase, Perkins Counties :20
08/20/19 News2 5pm Tuesday 
During the evening hours of Saturday, August 17, Investigators with the Nebraska State 
Patrol performed alcohol inspections on businesses in Keith, Chase, and Perkins Counties. In 
total, 15 businesses were inspected. One business sold alcohol to a minor for a non-
compliance rate of 7 percent. All of the businesses checked the minor’s ID. Businesses that 
sell alcohol to a minor are referred to the Nebraska Liquor Control Commission. Clerks who 
sell alcohol to a minor are cited for procuring alcohol for a minor. The businesses inspected 
included liquor stores, convenience stores, restaurants, and bars.

Troopers Find 32 Pounds of Pot, Pills on I-80
09/05/19 News2 Midday Thursday 
Troopers with the Nebraska State Patrol arrested three people during multiple drug seizures 
Tuesday on Interstate 80 near York and North Platte. The traffic stops led to the seizure of 
marijuana, THC vape cartridges, and controlled pills. Troopers searched the vehicle and 
found approximately 18 pounds of marijuana as well as 800 THC vape cartridges. A separate 
vehicle was pulled over and a search of the vehicle revealed 14 pounds of marijuana, drug 
paraphernalia, and multiple types of controlled pills.

Troopers find 155 LBs of Marijuana, THC Vape Cartridges on I-80 Stop
09/09/19 News2 5pm Monday 
Troopers with the Nebraska State Patrol have arrested a California man and seized 155 
pounds of marijuana and hundreds of THC vape cartridges during a traffic stop near 
Lexington. At approximately 5:10 p.m. Friday, September 6, a trooper observed an Infinity 
QX60 traveling eastbound at 98 miles per hour on Interstate 80 near Lexington at mile 
marker 237. The trooper performed a traffic stop and became suspicious of criminal activity. 
A search of the vehicle revealed 155 pounds of marijuana and 439 THC vape cartridges. The 
combination carries an estimated street value of more than $500,000.

North Platte Police Looking for Man Tied to Drugs, Drug Money :25
09/16/19 News2 Midday Monday 
A weekend bust in North Platte netted methamphetamine, almost $4,000 in drug money, 
and an illegal firearm and gun. North Platte Police Officer, Beth Kerr, says a verbal fight on 
Rodeo Road led to two people, one of them was 35-year-old Merrill Johnston. olice are now 
looking for Johnston. Police say he is a felon and is wanted for possession of a deadly 
weapon by a prohibited person and distribution of a controlled substance. Johnston is 
described as a white male, 6 feet tall, 190 pounds, with brown hair and brown eyes. Johnston 
is possibly driving a silver in color 2005 Ford 500 SE, Nebraska license plate 15EE87.
 



ANIMAL WELFARE/ PET SAFETY

“Newsmakers/ Pets For Adoption” (On-going Series)
News 2 Midday –First Tuesday Of Every Month
Dixie Lehmkuhler of the North Platte Animal Shelter introduces a pet (usually a dog or a cat) 
to viewers in hopes of finding it a home.  At the same time, Lehmkuhler educates pet 
owners about spaying and neutering their pets, pet dental care, holiday pet safety and other 
useful topics

“Sunrise/ Pets For Adoption” (On-going Series)
News 2 Sunrise–Every Wednesday Morning
Dixie Lehmkuler of the North Platte Animal Shelter introduces a pet (usually a dog or a cat) 
to viewers in hopes of finding it a home.  At the same time, Lehmukler educates pet owners 
about spaying and neutering their pets, pet dental care, holiday pet safety and other useful 
topics.

Sika Deer Escapes, but Returns, to Cody Park :30 
06/14/19 News2 Sunrise Friday 
When Officer Matuszczak of the North Platte Police Department was patrolling near West 
21st Street on Wednesday, he came across a deer which he knew was not native to 
Nebraska. He called Lyle Minshull, Director of North Platte Parks/Cemetery for the City of 
North Platte, right away. Minshull was confident she would make her way back to Cody Park. 
He says that historically, when animals sneak out, they make their way back because they 
know where their food is. And she did. The doe was back home by morning, but not after 
causing several people to call in their sightings of the deer. 

Easing an Anxious Pet During Firework Season :30
07/01/19 News2 6pm Monday 
Eddie Jones, a veterinarian technician, stated owners should make sure their pets have 
identification tags just in case they run away or get lost. This will help those at the Humane 
Society get your pet back. He also stated owners can ease their pets by either getting them 
a thunder shirt or wrapping them tightly in a blanket. He added you can give them over-the-
counter medication like melatonin and Benadryl. Jones added if an owner wants to go out to 
watch fireworks don’t plan on bringing a pet. He also stated to ensure the crate is 
inescapable and be sure any fences are have closed gates.

Deer Charges Through Retirement Village in North Platte :25
07/02/19 News2 5pm Tuesday 
Residents at a retirement village in North Platte got quite the surprise Tuesday, when a deer 
came charging through the building. According to an administrator at Centennial Park 
Retirement Village, residents were heading to the cafeteria for lunch around noon when a 
deer broke through a window on the north side of the building. After running through a 
nurse's station and looking around, the deer jumped through a south window to exit the 
building. The administrator said no one was hurt including the deer. Damage was contained 
to just the two shattered windows.

4-H Livestock Sale :25
07/29/19 News2 5pm Monday 
Lincoln County 4-Her's gathered at the county fairgrounds Monday for the livestock sale. The 
auction concludes the eleven day festivities. The 4-Her's spent most of last week showcasing 
their livestock in hopes of winning the coveted purple ribbon. The swines were auctioned 
first followed by sheep, goats poultry, rabbits and cattle. 4-Her's say although they're sad to 



see their livestock go, it's the experience that keeps them competing every year. On 
average, the starting bid for a 260 pound pig was $500.

Drool In The Pool :30
09/01/19 News2 6pm Sunday 
Drool in the pool gave pups a chance to play a day at the Cody Park Pool.  The event is a 
welcome one to the community and has been happening for 8 years. Fourty dogs showed up 
to splash and play in the pool, The Furry friends could play in the pool for one dollar, and 
today is the last day before the pool closes for the season.  

K9 Smells Drugs, Leads to NP Bust
09/05/19 News2 Midday Thursday 
An Interstate 80 drug bust netted marijuana, drug paraphernalia and drugs near North 
Platte. Tuesday morning, a trooper pulled over a Ford Pickup for a license plate violation. A 
K9 dog smelled a controlled substance. A search found 14 pounds of marijuana, drug 
paraphernalia, and multiple types of controlled pills. The driver, Keith Cerney, 32, of Cedar 
Rapids, Iowa, was arrested and taken to jail. He was arrested for possession of marijuana – 
more than one pound, possession with intent to deliver, possession of controlled substances, 
possession of drug paraphernalia, and no drug tax stamp.

Therapeutic Horses Help Local People and Veterans :25
09/17/19 News2 Sunrise Tuesday 
It's a peaceful evening out at the stepping up equestrian arena where a unique type of 
therapy is taking place. These horses are helping everyday people work through personal 
struggles through the simple act of interaction. This is equestrian therapy. Acting as mirror 
images, these horses can illustrate what nonverbal cues individuals give to other people and 
provide a means of working through them. 

CONSUMER PROTECTION

NDOT to Start Road Project on I-80
07/01/19 News2 6pm Monday 
Starting next week, folks traveling on I-80 at the North Platte Scales will drive by some 
minor road construction. The Nebraska Department of Transportation says they want to 
increase safety of the traveling public, so that they are able to move people and goods 
efficiently. Transportation officials say after so many years, it's time for an upgrade. 
Transportation officials say it's a long term repair that's part of the bigger plan for 
transportation in Nebraska. NDOT anticipates the project will be complete by late fall.

20 Foot Hole Cuts into Lincoln County Road :20
07/10/19 News2 Sunrise Wednesday
A Lincoln County road is washed away by July rains. Lincoln County Commissioner Joe 
Hewgley believes the hole was started by a badger and then washed away by heavy rains. 
Cut Creek Road is in the Cottonwood Canyon area south of Maxwell. The hole is over 20 feet 
deep. Hewgley says the repair will not be easy to complete and it may be expensive.



Two Car Accident Sends One Person to the Hospital :20
07/16/19 News2 5pm Tuesday 
A two car accident at the intersection of Francis and Willow Street sent one person to the 
hospital Tuesday afternoon. North Platte police say the driver of the Nissan Sentra was going 
west on Frances when she rolled the stop sign and crashed into the northbound Oldsmobile 
Intrigue. Police say the driver of the Nissan didn't see the other driver. She was taken to the 
hospital after she complained of side pain. Both cars were totaled.

Plane Crash Kills in Chadron :30
07/25/19 News2 Midday Thursday 
According to preliminary information, authorities say a Beech 55 aircraft went down on 
approach to the airport under unknown circumstances. The report confirms that the pilot 
and two passengers were killed. There were no survivors. The aircraft was registered in 
California. The identities of those aboard were not immediately available.

NTSB Report Relays Accounts of Crash From Witnesses :20
08/01/19 News2 Sunrise Thursday 
Federal aviation officials have not released a cause yet into the deadly plane crash last week 
near Chadron, but they are relaying witness accounts into it. The preliminary report from the 
National Transportation Safety Board released Wednesday did relay what two witnesses to 
the crash saw. One witness, located at the Chadron airport, told officials he saw the plane as 
it was preparing to land suddenly drop nose-down behind a tree line. Another witness just 
northeast of the crash said she heard the plane sputter, as though it was losing power, 
before the crash. The July 24 crash killed 25-year-old Duncan Brown, of Forestville, 
California, and his parents, 61-year-old Damon Brown and 68-year-old Sarah Brown, both of 
Sebastopol, California.

Five People Killed in Bridgeport :30
08/12/19 News2 Midday Monday 
Near the junction of Highway 385 and L62A, a northbound 2015 Ford Expedition lost control, 
hydroplaned, and spun into the southbound lane of Highway 385. The vehicle was then 
struck in the rear by a southbound truck tractor-semi trailer. All five occupants of the 
Expedition were pronounced deceased at the scene. The driver of the semi, Brian Schmer, 
61, of Hudson, Colorado was transported to the hospital in Bridgeport with non-life-
threatening injuries.
The crash remains under investigation. The Nebraska State Patrol, Morrill County Sheriff’s 
Office, and Bridgeport Fire and Rescue responded to the scene.
North Platte To Treat City for Mosquitoes :20
09/11/19 News2 Sunrise Wednesday 
North Platte will be fogging for mosquitoes again because of the large number of mosquitoes 
caught in local health district traps. City Public Service Director, Layne Groseth, says 
treatment will start on Tuesday, September 17th, and continue nightly through the 19th, 
weather permitting. Treatment starts at 8 each night, and should be finished by midnight.
Power Outage in Sutherland, Nebraska :20
09/12/19 News2 6am Thursday 
Nebraska Public Power District is reporting a power outage in Sutherland Wednesday 
evening. Spokesman, Mark Becker, says 895 customers lost power for just under two hours 
Wednesday evening. Becker says storms in the area and caused a tree branch to fall on a 
power line. Power was lost at shortly after 10 p.m. and restored shortly before midnight.
Input for Solving North Platte’s Recycling Problems :30



09/25/19 News2 Midday Wednesday 
Trash in all its many forms is not just a North Platte problem. It is a nationwide problem. The 
biggest problem is the very important need to have materials sorted, and how that can most 
efficiently be done. North Platte currently has two systems for collecting recyclable 
materials. They are curbside and drop-off programs. Some of the possible ideas included: 
going to presorted drop off only, creating a dual-stream curbside service, putting bans on 
certain items, charging residents for the service, privatizing recycling services, or 
implementing a "Pay to throw" program, where residents would only pay for the trash they 
actually throw away.

CRIME AND PERSONAL SAFETY

North Platte Man Tied to Accidents, Theft :25
07/01/19 News2 Midday Monday 
A North Platte man is accused of bad driving, drinking, and stealing a UTV over the 
weekend. Lincoln County Sheriff's office says 25-year-old Cody Wagner was caught driving a 
stolen UTV Friday night after they found a vehicle in a ditch on South Miriam Road. Officials 
say Wagner put the vehicle in the ditch and also stole an UTV. They say Wagner appeared 
impaired and refused sobriety tests. Wagner was eventually arrested for 2nd Offense Driving 
Under the Influence with a blood alcohol level of .15. Wagner was jailed on several charges; 
Criminal Mischief, Leaving the Scene of a Property Damage Accident and Driving Under 
Suspension.
Rollover Accident Sends Two Hospital :30
07/01/19 News2 10pm Monday 
According to Corporal Matthew Brown of Scottsbluff Police Department, A Jeep Grand 
Cherokee, driven by Jason Sanchez, was traveling eastbound on West 24th Street 
approaching the intersection of Avenue B just after 12:30p. A Chevrolet Malibu, driven by 
Patricia Longoria, was traveling northbound on Avenue B at the time. The Jeep failed to stop 
at the sign and proceeded into the intersection at which point the Malibu made contact. Due 
to the impact of the accident, the Jeep rolled onto its side. Both drivers were taken to the 
hospital with unknown injuries. Sanchez was cited for failing to stop at a stop sign and not 
wearing a seat belt. 

Appeals Court Refuses to Overturn NP Man’s Conviction :20
07/02/19 News2 6am Tuesday 
A North Platte man's appeal was denied by the Nebraska Court of Appeals Tuesday. Dennis 
Nash Jr. was 37 when he was sentenced in 2018 to three years in prison for third-degree 
sexual assault of a child. That's the maximum sentence allowed. Nash was sentenced for a 
2016 accusation he assaulted a child as she slept. Nash claimed the Lincoln County District 
Court made errs in his hearing and trials and denied him oral motions, plus denied venue 
changes and a witness expert. Nash also thought his sentence was excessive and trial 
counsel ineffective. 
Trouble In North Platte :20
07/02/19 News2 Sunrise Tuesday 
A North Platte woman convicted in a convenience store robbery in Juniata now faces felony 
charges in North Platte. Renee Weigel, 21, was convicted of felony child abuse, because her 
eight-month-old child was in the car she was driving to flee the scene of an armed robbery 
at the Casey's store last December. Adams County Attorney Donna Daiss told Local4 that 
the sentencing was postponed because Weigel now faces new charges in North Platte.



Pick Up Driver, Passenger Hospitalized: 20
07/04/19 News2 6pm Thursday 
The driver of a Ford F-250 pickup, pulling a horse trailer, was driving in the wrong direction 
on Interstate 80 Thursday morning between the Sutherland rest area and Sutherland exit. 
The driver hit a semi head on. The accident happened near the rest area on the south side 
of the Interstate. The pickup driver and passenger were taken to a hospital in North Platte. 
The driver of the semi did not go to the hospital. The two horses in the trailer were killed in 
the 5 a.m. collision.

Colorado Man Accused of Fight, that Killed Nebraska Man :25
07/09/19 News2 Sunrise Tuesday 
The Nebraska State Patrol says Walker and 31-year-old Justin Borowski fought over 
prescription medications. Patrol reports say Walker accused Borowksi of stealing his 
medications. Walker forced Borowski out of his home and shoved and pushed him. In the 
documents, Walker also told investigators he and a mutual friend drove Borowski to a gas 
station, but returned to pick him up and returned him to Walker's home. That's when 
Borowski's parents were called to pick Borowski up. Borowski's parents took him to the 
Perkins County Community Hospital with traumatic brain injuries. He was airlifted to a 
Kearney Hospital where he died from his injuries on July 5th.
Missing Gering Man :30
07/08/19 News Midday Monday 
Gering Police Department alongside family members are looking for missing man Chance 
Engelbert. Engelbert was last seen leaving the 700 Block of O Street in Gering around 
7:30pm on Saturday.
Engelbert was last seen wearing a short sleeve button up Wrangler shirt, dark blue Wrangler 
jeans, roper style boots and a black and white trucker hat. Engelbert is 5’11, has blue eyes 
and brown hair.
Woman Accused of Looting Grandmother’s Bank Account: 30
07/08/19 News2 Sunrise Monday 
A Gering woman is accused of taking more than $70,000 from her grandmother's account. 
Scottsbluff County Court records said 43-year-old Melody Marsh is charged with abuse of a 
vulnerable adult. Her next court hearing is scheduled for Tuesday. The records don't list the 
name of an attorney who could comment for her. The records said Marsh held a power of 
attorney over her grandmother's medical and financial affairs. Investigators said Marsh 
issued more than $70,750 in personal checks to herself and others, including family 
members, on the woman's account.

Nebraska Woman Dies from Flood-Related Vehicle Accident :20
07/10/19 News2 5pm Wednesday 
According to the Dawson County Sheriff, about four miles south of Cozad at mile marker 10, 
water pouring from flooded fields across the road contributed to the accident that killed 
Shelly Masoner, 46of Eustis. Masoner and her 26-year old daughter were travelling to Cozad 
Wednesday morning when her 2006 Chevy Sedan rolled when it hit the water, landing in a 
flood-filled ditch. Officials arrived to find the vehicle upside down with Masoner trapped 
inside the water-filled vehicle. Masoner's daughter was able to escape. According to Dawson 
County Sheriff Chief Deputy Greg Gilg, the two were not wearing seatbelts. 
Two Staff Member Assaulted at Lincoln Correctional Center :25
07/11/19 News2 Sunrise Thursday 
Two staff members were injured at the Lincoln Correctional Center (LCC) on Wednesday, July 
10, 2019 as a result of two separate assaults. Both of those incidents resulted in serious 
injuries. The first incident happened just after 1:00 p.m. An inmate approached the staff 



member from behind and punched him in the face. The injured staff member sustained a 
chipped tooth and a mild concussion. The second incident occurred around 6:30 p.m. The 
inmate verbally threatened a staff member and then struck her on the side of her face with 
the palm of his hand. The staff member sustained a concussion.
North Platte Fire Crews Battle House Fire :30
07/15/19 News2 Midday Monday 
North Platte fire crews were called to a house fire at Madison and Rodeo Road Monday 
morning after an employee at Kwik Stop called it in at 8:45 a.m. Fire crews managed to 
contain the smoke to that area. However, they're unsure what may have caused it, but are 
investigating it as suspicious.
The person living in the home was not injured. This is the third house fire in a twenty-four 
hour time frame for fire crews. They were called twice to 1404 West Second Street. Fire 
officials are investigating it as arson. It's unclear if all three fires are connected.
23-Year-Old Killed in ATV Accident :25
07/22/19 News2 Midday Monday 
A 23-year-old man was killed in an ATV accident, according to the Deputy Johnson County 
Attorney. According to the press release, the Tecumseh Rescue squad was called to an area 
southwest of Tecumseh late Saturday afternoon. That's where they found Cody Kreifels and 
pronounced him dead. The Johnson County Sheriff's Office is investigating the accident. An 
autopsy has been performed and results are pending.

Car Flip 
07/22/19 News2 6pm Sunday 
A call came into North Platte emergency responders around 6:30 p.m. Saturday night for a 
car on its hood with the driver pinned. An 18-year-old North Platte driver was on North River 
Road on a curve near West Wildlife Road, when the 2006 BMW sedan he was driving rolled 
into a ditch and landed on its roof. The driver was then transported to Great Plains Health 
with minor, non-life threatening injuries. The airbags did not deploy and the driver told 
deputies that he was wearing a seat belt. The Sheriff's Office said there was no drugs or 
alcohol suspected to be a factor. They said the cause of the crash was inattentiveness. 

25 Year Old Man Arrested After 4-Wheeler Burglary and Pursuit :20
07/18/19 News2 Midday Thursday 
25-year old Thomas Foster of North Platte was arrested in North Platte after leading police 
on a chase around town on a stolen four-wheeler. The Lincoln County Sheriff's Department 
reports on July 17, 2019 North Platte Police Officers were involved in a pursuit on West 14th 
Street in North Platte. Eventually the Police Officers caught the rider of the four-wheeler and 
placed him in the Lincoln County Detention Center. Police Officers discovered the four-
wheeler was possibly stolen.
Inmate At Large :30
07/25/19 News2 Midday Thursday 
A Lincoln County Inmate is wanted after he failed to return from a counseling appointment 
on Wednesday. Officials with the Lincoln County Detention Center say William Butrick II did 
not return to the jail around 12:30 p.m. The 27-year-old was released earlier in the day as 
protocol for sentenced inmates to walk to his counseling appointment. He is considered "at 
large." There is a plan to issue an escape warrant. There is an an intensive search by 
deputies and local police. Mr. Butrick’s original charges included Driving Under Suspension, 
Probation Violation and Possession of Controlled Substance.



Man Killed After Falling into Irrigation Gate Structure was Recent UNL Grad 
07/29/19 News2 5pm Monday 
A 23-year-old man who died after falling into an irrigation gate structure in North Platte was 
a recent University of Nebraska graduate, the university confirmed Monday. Matthew 
Bruining earned his degree in AgBusiness in May. Lincoln County Sheriff's Office found the 
body of Bruining in an irrigation gate structure on Saturday. A witness advised Bruning was 
on the gate structure and fell into the water. The investigation is ongoing, according to 
officials Bruning’s death was an accident.

A Man Kills Himself After Pursuit with NSP Trooper :20
08/19/19 News2 Midday Monday 
An Illinois man died following a traffic stop on Interstate 80 near Brule Sunday evening. 
Officials say he killed himself after a pursuit by a State Patrol Trooper. There will be a Grand 
Jury Investigation. Sunday afternoon the Nebraska State Patrol received information about a 
potentially armed and dangerous person traveling on I-80 near Ogallala. The vehicle 
traveled into Colorado. Working with OnStar, the vehicle was remotely slowed, bringing it to 
a stop near Brule, just before 6 p m. Officials say as they approached, they heard a single 
gunshot. Rangel was found with a self-inflicted gunshot wound. 

Lexington Man in Court Facing Murder Chargers :20
08/19/19 News2 Sunrise Monday 
The Lexington man accused of killing a man Saturday morning is in court Monday morning. 
Court officials say 23-year-old Jorge Vasquez is scheduled to be arraigned in Dawson County 
Court. Lexington Police found a 22-year-old man unresponsive in the parking lot of Tep’s Bar 
and Grill.around 1:30 a.m. Saturday morning. He was transported to Lexington Regional 
Hospital and pronounced dead a short time later. Vasquez was arrested at 4 a.m. near 9th 
and Erie. He was charged with second degree murder plus possession of methamphetamine 
and drug paraphernalia.

Woman Killed After Being Hit By Pickup :20
09/04/19 News2 Sunrise Wednesday 
An 81-year-old woman died after she was struck while walking along a county road in 
southwest Nebraska. The McCook Gazette reports that a southbound pickup truck hit Joyce 
Vernon as she walked south on Sunday afternoon, about a half-mile north of McCook. The 
pickup driver was identified as 21-year-old Jacob Carter, of McCook. The Nebraska State 
Patrol and Red Willow County Sheriff's Office are investigating.

Gering Police Continue to Comb Through Leads :20
09/04/19 News2 6pm Wednesday 
Gering Police Department is still combing through leads and searching for Chance Engelbert. 
Friday marks two months since anyone has seen Chance Engelbert. He was last seen in the 
700 block of O Street in Gering on July 6th. His phone allegedly pinged at the WTT on 
Avenue I and South Beltline but no one has seen or heard from him since. Gering Police 
state they have received numerous leads and tips. Those tips alleging they have seen 
Engelbert are coming from all parts including Wyoming, South Dakota and even Arkansas. 
The department states at this time they have not talked about an end date to the search 
until they find him. They also ask if you have any information or leads to contact the Gering 
Police Department.

North Platte Police Look for Suspect :20
09/10/19 News2 Midday Tuesday 



North Platte Police are looking for the person who spray painted a racial slur on a white 
fence in the city. The words on the fence says "Go Back, Go Home" and then the N-word. 
Lincoln County Crime Stoppers posted the picture on Facebook, and they are looking for 
public tips in the case. Crimestoppers says the graffiti was written on the fence last week 
after a local person was approached by a man who claimed to be working for immigration 
and customs enforcement. The North Platte person became suspicious and called police. 
Police think the suspicious person spray painted the racial slurs on the evening of 
September 5th or overnight September 6th.
Homeowners Say Explosive Thrown at Their Home started NP Fire :25
09/09/19 News2 Midday Monday 
North Platte Police are investigating a Friday night mobile home fire after Fire Marshal 
George Lewis called it arson. People living in the home told police someone threw an 
explosive at the home just after 11 p.m. North Platte Fire Marshal George Lewis says the fire 
started outside the home on Lot 50 at the Patriot Mobile Home Park. He says the fire burned 
on the northeast corner of the home. He also says steel skirting prevented the fire from 
creating a lot of damage. Lewis says neighbors started putting out the fire with a garden 
hose before fire crews arrived.

Father, Son Killed in Plane Crash North of Valentine in South Dakota :25
09/10/19 News2 Midday Tuesday 
A father and son killed were killed in plane crash north of Valentine in South Dakota on 
Sunday, September 8th. Officials say they do not have a cause of the crash yet, and they do 
not know exactly when the Cessna 140 went down in the rolling prairie between St. Francis, 
South Dakota and North of Crookston, Nebraska. Clint and his son Jed Vanderwey of north of 
Crookston died in the crash. The National Transportation Safety Board is looking for answers. 
Investigator Mike Hodges saying that preliminary findings will be posted in 5-7 days on the 
NTSB website, but it will take 1-3 years before a final report can be made.
NDCS Employee Arrested at Work Ethic Camp in McCook :25
09/10/19 News2 Midday Tuesday 
NDCS employee arrested at Work Ethic Camp in McCook. 41-year-old Bridget Matson was a 
chemical dependency supervisor at the Work Ethic Camp in McCook. Arrested for 
unauthorized communication with a prisoner and sexual abuse of an inmate. Director Scott 
R. Frakes reinforced the agency’s zero tolerance policy. “Whether it has to do with 
conveying contraband to an inmate or establishing a personal relationship, high standards 
for behavior are there for a reason. Failure to behave in a strictly professional manner puts 
the safety and security of our facilities in jeopardy. It is not acceptable.”

Police Investigate Possible Child Abduction :25
09/05/19 News2 Midday Thursday 
A warning from the North Platte Police Department: Watch for two suspicious men claiming 
to be representatives of the Department of Health and Human Services who do not have the 
authority to remove children. Police are investigating a parent's report in the city. A parent 
told police today two men claiming to be from DHHS tried to take a child. The North Platte 
Police Department has been in contact with the DHHS to make them aware of the situation.
Sidney Police Department Warn Residents of Cut Storage Locks :30
09/16/19 News2 Midday Monday 
According to the Sidney Police Department Facebook page, in the past week, multiple 
storage units at the corner of Illinois Street and Greenwood Road had their locks cut off of 
them. It seems that many of the contents have been gone through. Sidney Police has not 
determined at this time if anything has been taken. The police department has secured the 
units with new locks.



Young Girl Taken to Hospital After Shooting :20
09/23/19 News2 Midday Monday 
 North Platte Police are investigating a shooting at a home on East 12th Street. Police 
confirm a young girl was shot by her brother. Officer Jeremiah Johnson says the 8-year-old 
boy accidentally shot his 4-year-old sister. She was taken to the hospital for treatment. 
Officer Johnson said he would be providing updates throughout the day.

Accountant Sentenced for Stealing :30
09/25/19 News2 6am Wednesday 
An accountant has been given jail time and probation for stealing nearly $110,000 from a 
northeast Nebraska church. Dixon County District Court records say 46-year-old Michael 
Pommer was sentenced Monday to 18 months of probation and 90 days in jail. Prosecutors 
say Pommer took the money from two bank accounts of Salem Lutheran Church in Wakefield 
without church officials' authorization. The records say the bank account transfers occurred 
from June 24, 2016, to Sept. 5 last year. A court affidavit says Pommer has since reimbursed 
the church nearly $115,000.
Several Agencies Respond to Morning Crash Near Big Springs :20
09/25/19 Local4 10pm Wednesday 
At approximately 11:45 a.m. MT, troopers responded to a crash involving a pickup and two 
semi-tractor/truck trailers near the intersection of Interstate 80 and Interstate 76. One of the 
semis involved was transporting a potentially flammable substance, which spilled from a 
container inside the trailer. Troopers with the Nebraska Hazardous Incident Team responded 
to the scene and both eastbound and westbound lanes of traffic was diverted to alternate 
routes. The scene was rendered safe and eastbound lanes were opened after approximately 
90 minutes. Westbound lanes were closed for approximately four hours.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT / JOBS / MONEY MATTERS

North Platte Salvation Army Under New Leadership :20
07/01/19 News2 6pm Monday 
North Platte's Salvation Army is under new leadership. Major Harold Poff is only in his second 
week with the non-profit organization. Major Poff previously spent some time in Iowa before 
moving to Nebraska. Poff has served the Salvation Army for twenty-five years and says 
helping others has always been his passion. "I've found that every place I've gone, God has 
used me in some way," Poff said.  

“New” New Life Church Under Construction :30
07/22/19 News2 Midday Monday 
New Life Church found the answer to their prayers in what was once the Sunmart Grocery 
Store. The church purchased the east side of the building in May, with plans to remodel to 
accommodate their growing membership.  Campus Minister Dave Cummings says the 
church's North Platte location was established five years ago, and has outgrown its 
downtown location. The current location has around 7,000 square feet of space.The new one 
has close to 21,000. Which allows room to build an auditorium to hold 500 people. As well as 
space for a children's auditorium. 

Franzen Appointed to Lincoln County Treasurer Position
07/22/19 News2 Midday Monday 
Lincoln County Commissioners appointed Shelli Franzen to the job Monday morning. Franzen 
is appointed to the post after the commissioners officially removed Lorie Koertner from the 
job last week. Franzen was an integral part of the Treasurer's office this summer after there 



was suspected misconduct. Franzen worked with state auditors to find misplaced 
government funds. Franzen has 9 years of experience in the office, working with real estate 
taxes.
Grant Dollars Fund Tourism Marketing and Promotion :25
07/29/19 News2 5pm Monday 
Almost $10,000 in grant dollars is going to local events for tourism marketing. The North 
Platte / Lincoln County Visitors Bureau is giving money to six organizations. Grant funds, 
marketing and operating expenses for the North Platte / Lincoln County Visitors Bureau are 
funded solely through the lodging taxes that are collected and remitted for overnight stays 
by lodging properties in Lincoln County. It is thanks to the efforts of the lodging property 
partners located within the county that funds are available to attract more visitors, which 
have a significant impact on the economic well-being of our Lincoln County communities.

Bridge of Hope with New Executive Director 
08/08/19 News2 5pm Thursday 
Andrea Hongsermeier walks up the Bridge of Hope stairs every day, but now she'll enter as 
the center's executive director. "I had one child say this place is a magic castle -- so that's a 
day where you feel good about being here and doing what we do," Hongsermeier said. She's 
volunteered and worked since 2017 to help children and families through abuse and neglect 
investigations. She is motivated every day because she knows she and the center are 
setting an example for future generations, saying child abuse is not a single-victim crime.

Double Dip Ice Creamery Now Open :20
08/15/19 News2 Sunrise Thursday 
Nothing connects to your inner child quite like ice cream and the Double Dips Ice Creamery 
is here to do just that. Owner Lori Bergman moved into the location after operating an ice 
cream trailer for nine years. "I just decided, you know, it'd be fun to have an ice cream shop 
on our downtown," Bergman said. The shop officially opened today, serving up 24 flavors of 
ice cream, shakes, homemade fudge and pies. Several specialty sundaes are available too, 
including Bergman's favorite.

IPRR Furloughs Workers in North Platte :25
08/20/19 News2 Midday Tuesday 
Union Pacific Railroad furloughed about 55 more workers at Bailey Yards Tuesday. The 
workers come from Bailey Yards Car Department. Sources tell us the layoffs are effective a 
week from today. (Tuesday, Aug. 20). These job cuts follow other reductions earlier in the 
year when 200 jobs were cut in the mechanical and car departments. Officials have said 
earlier that the reductions are because of Union Pacific's reorganization under the "Unified 
2020" plan. That plan touts longer trains with fewer stops. News 2 reached out to the local 
Union office and nobody has returned calls to answer our questions.

Introducing Food Truck Fridays :30
08/20/19 News2 Midday Tuesday 
With the success of Bands on Broadway, the City of Scottsbluff is now introducing Food 
Truck Fridays. The idea came as Economic Development Director Starr Lehl took a trip to 
Omaha for their Food Truck Thursdays and very much enjoyed it. They decided to bring it to 
the City of Scottsbluff on a smaller scale. Food Truck Fridays will start with six food trucks 
including Cornhusker Roast, Pineapple Express, Rosita’s Trokita, JAX Coffee and Snow, Get 
Roasted Coffee and Big Red Nebraska Popcorn. The event will start on Friday, September 
6th from 4:00pm to 8:00pm and go on every Friday for the entire month of September. They 
will also provide spotlight artists during the food truck event.



Downtown Bricks to Get New Redesign: 30
09/10/19 News2 Midday Tuesday 
The City of North Platte, with the Downtown Association and Mid-Nebraska Community 
Foundation, are drawing up plans to redesign The Downtown Bricks area. Planning and 
designing for this project started last fall. Working with a Lincoln landscaping company, the 
goal is to include as many financially viable ideas as possible.  One proposal is to rename 
the downtown bricks area "The Canteen District." The new title would honor North Platte's 
railroad history and the famous World War II canteen.

Winning 2x2 Lottery Tickets Sold in North Platte :20
09/11/19 News2 Sunrise Wednesday 
Check your Nebraska lottery tickets. Two top prize winning 2by2 tickets for the Tuesday's 
drawing were sold in North Platte. Two tickets matched all four winning numbers: Red 15, 
24, and White 16, 17. The tickets were sold at Kwik Stop at 902 North Jeffers in North Platte. 
Players need to check their tickets at any Nebraska Lottery retailer, online at nelottery.com, 
or by calling the Lottery office at 402-471-6100. Winning Nebraska Lottery tickets expire 180 
days after the drawing. Prizes of $20,000 or more must be claimed in person at Lottery 
headquarters in Lincoln. 
Craft Beer Fest :30
09/14/19 News2 Midday Saturday 
Pals Brewing Company, the host of the event, drew in all of North Platte with food, drinks 
and commemorative tasting glasses. "We got live music by the OK Sisters, we're serving 
pizza by the slice, you can see there's about 400 people out here, it's just an awesome 
time," Oettinger said. About 12 different brewing companies set up booths on Pals' lawn, 
coming from Valentine, Hastings, Broken Bow, Omaha and more. Attendees could sample 
about 60 different beers in total.

Maranatha Fall Festival :30
09/16/19 News2 Sunrise Monday 
Pals Brewing Company, the host of the event, drew in all of North Platte with food, drinks 
and commemorative tasting glasses. “We got live music by the OK Sisters, we're serving 
pizza by the slice, you can see there's about 400 people out here, it's just an awesome 
time," Oettinger said. About 12 different brewing companies set up booths on Pals' lawn, 
coming from Valentine, Hastings, Broken Bow, Omaha and more. Attendees could sample 
about 60 different beers in total. Maranatha offers two different packages for the festival 
and prices vary based on age. On the final Saturday of October, there will be live music at 
the hub's stage.

ENVIRONMENT/NATURAL DISASTER/WEATHER SAFETY

Nebraska Outdoors (On-Going Series)
News 2 at 6, Wednesday
This report, is developed with information from the Nebraska Game & Parks Commission 
about varies activities of the outdoor verity. Highlighting hunting, fishing, camping and 
general safely while outdoors.

KNOP News2 Weather (On-Going, Daily)
The KNOP News & Weather team provides round the clock information on weather for the 
North Platte area, especially when it can turn severe. The Weather team issues Weather 



Alert Days to keep viewers safely ahead of the storms and informed; including Tornado 
Warnings, Severe Thunderstorm Warnings, Blizzard Warning, Fog, Ice, Flooding, High Winds 
and other Travel advisories. After the storms hit, the News/Weather team informs the 
viewers with power outage information, downed trees/limbs, dangerous driving conditions, 
closed roadways and other helpful emergency information in times of need, and how to help 
in the aftermath.

Lexington Apartment Building Evacuated Due to Flood :30
07/09/19 News2 Midday Tuesday 
The American Red Cross is helping 23 individuals after their apartment building was flooded 
overnight in Lexington. The Red Cross is helping 23 individuals in 8 units – 20 adults and 3 
children after flooding affected their apartment building located at 1503 N. Erie Street, 
Lexington, Nebraska. The Red Cross is also providing comfort kits, containing personal care 
items such as toothbrushes, deodorant, shaving supplies and other items a resident might 
not have been able to gather in the rush to escape the flooding. Red Cross caseworkers will 
follow up with those affected in the coming days to work on a longer-term recovery plan.

Areas Of Greater Nebraska Hit With Record Breaking Rain and Flooding :30
07/08/19 News2 10pm Monday 
Lexington and other areas of Greater Nebraska were hit with record breaking rainfalls and 
flooding Monday. Over 4.91" of rain were reported at the Lexington Airport. This breaks the 
July 27, 2017 record of 3.44". Meteorologists say that radar estimates that 4" to 8" of rain 
has fallen across parts of Dawson, Gosper, and Frontier counties.

Tornado Touches Down in Cheyenne County :30
07/12/19 News2 10pm Friday 
The National Weather Service stated a tornado touched down five miles north of Sidney 
Friday. Surveyors will be out on Saturday to look at the damage, right now NWS said the 
tornado touched down just after 6p and was on the ground for six to seven minutes. At the 
time of this publication, there were no reported injuries. We will continue to update the story 
as more information becomes available. 

Storm Damage in Cozad :30
08/13/19 News2 Midday Tuesday 
Severe thunderstorms and straight line winds caused damage throughout Cozad Sunday 
night. Wind speeds ranged from 50 to 80 miles per hour. The damaging storms left trees 
and power lines down throughout the town. People in Cozad can drop off tree limbs or other 
damaged objects at East Highway 30 across from Pump and Pantry. Residents can also 
leave it in a pile on the side of the street.

Disaster Recovery Center Opens in Custer County :25
09/03/19 News2 5pm Tuesday
The State of Nebraska and the Federal Emergency Management Agency is opening a 
Disaster Recovery Center in Custer County. Nebraska homeowners, renters and business 
owners in Custer County included in the major disaster declaration for Individual Assistance, 
may apply for assistance for uninsured and under insured damage and losses resulting from 
the March 9 to July 14 sever winter storm, straight-line winds and flooding. The center will be 
staffed with representatives from FEMA,. the SBA, and other federal and local agencies. The 
will be assisting with registration, paperwork and checking application status, applying for 
loans, understanding appeals to FEMA, and answering questions.

Imperial Storm Clean Up :30
09/12/19 News2 10pm Thursday 



Eleanor Wagner has gone through her fair share of storms, but nothing quite like 
Wednesday night. It comes after hail and 80 mile per hour winds whipped through Imperial, 
impacting fields and homes on the town's northeast side. "It went right into the cucumbers," 
said Wagner. The golf ball size hail pounded his siding and broke a window. "So far we've 
been spared from bad tornadoes and that type of thing, but we only see one of these every 
ten years or so with bad hail."
North Platte Weather Service Receives Weather Transmitter Updgrade :30
09/23/19 News2 10pm Monday 
National Weather Service of North Platte radar transmitter received a refurbishment for 
tracking storms. The radar is approximately 25 years old. The upgrades to the transmitter 
helps to ensure the radar will be operational for another 20-30 years. The radar is helps to 
interrogate severe storms, blizzards and tornadoes.

FAMILY / EDUCATION / YOUTH SAFETY & SUPPORT

“Newsmakers” (On-going Series)
News 2 Midday – Daily
Newsmakers is an ongoing interview segment, hosted Monday through Friday by Jacque 
Harms.  She interview at least one set of guests about the events, celebrations, news, and 
issues that are important to the people in Western Nebraska.   The interviews include a 
variety of people with issues targeting several demographics: from women, to the elderly, 
youth and minority groups.

MomsEveryday: The Series (On-Going Series)
Weekly 30 minute program, Sundays at 700am.
MomsEveryday features personal stories from moms at all ages and stages of parenting, 
trending information to help moms stay on top of their game. MomsEveryday is a TV show 
produced entirely by a staff of Moms with an intended audience of Moms. We cover 
important topics for moms and families including legislation in the nation's capital, moms 
who have gone viral on the internet, the need for things like paid sick leave, and 
breastfeeding stations in public places, the challenges of multi-tasking as a working mom 
and the issues facing stay-at-home moms. 

NPHS Skills Team Wins National Competition: 30
07/02/19 News2 5pm Tuesday 
The North Platte High Skills USA team wins high honors at the National Championships in 
Louisville, Kentucky. The team walked away with first place for their contest "Opening and 
Closing Ceremonies in the leadership division. Last year the group of seven took home fifth 
place but this year they were able to come out of the competition as overall champions. 
Over the course of the week 64-hundred students competed in 102 different trade, 
technical, and leadership fields.

Little Free Libraries: 30
07/09/19 News2 10pm Tuesday 
The Rotary Club partnered with the Lied Scottsbluff Public Library and the Gering Public 
Library to provide little free libraries. These stands are available to anyone in the 
community. The original intent was to have four but thanks to the Scottsbluff School District, 
six are available. Community members can head to any location and pick up a book of their 
choosing and take it home. Community members can also leave books they do not want any 
more inside and allow others to experience the joy of that book.



Gering Construction Project :30
07/10/19 News2 Midday Wednesday 
The Gering High School Construction Project is on its finishing touches. At this moment, they 
are finishing up the auditorium, replacing doors, adding carpets, changing lighting and 
balancing out their air conditioning and heating units. The building is over 50 years old so 
they needed to renovate and bring everything up to code. They are expecting over 150 
freshman to join the school. To make them feel less nervous, they have plans in place. They 
offer video production studios, STEM classrooms and culinary arts for students to feel career 
ready for college and the workforce. With the wet March, April and May months, it did put 
the project a little bit behind. 

Cozad Schools Search for New Superintendent :25
07/22/19 News2 Midday Monday 
Cozad Public Schools are now looking for a new Superintendent. The Board of Education 
accepted Joe Applegate's resignation unanimously on July 15th, effective immediately. The 
resignation followed the school board's special meeting on June 28th regarding Applegate's 
job performance. Documents on the school district's web site state any board claims against 
Applegate were dropped in exchange for Applegate's resignation. Applegate has been 
superintendent since 2013. He was in the middle of a three year contract (2018-2020). He 
was scheduled to make over $156,060, plus benefits, during the 2019 school year.

Traveling Circus Makes its Way Across Nebraska :30
07/21/19 News2 10pm Sunday 
The Culpepper & Merriweather Combined Circus is making its way through Western and 
Central Nebraska. With such a stunning show containing many props and structures it's hard 
to imagine having to build and take down each piece every single day. The show boasts a 
trapeze artist, a contortionist, a lion, two tigers, multiple dogs and other incredible acts.

CRA Approves TIF Bond Terms for Workforce Housing Project :30
07/24/19 News2 Midday Wednesday
A proposed housing project on the city's westside could break ground this year, if the North 
Platte City Council approves it. Meantime, the Community Redevelopment Authority 
approved the recommendation for 850 thousand dollars in TIF bonds for the proposed 
apartment complex. Shults PP Development LLC is asking for TIF to build two 24 unit 
apartment complexes next to the Pacific Place Apartments. The project is a five point four 
million dollar project.

Buddy-Ball :30
07/31/19 News2 10pm Wednesday 
For 11 years, the Bambino Buddy-Ball league has allowed kids with disabilities to experience 
what it is like to play baseball with their peers. Linsey and Jason Weaver signed their 
daughter Rilynn up for Buddy-Ball about five years ago. Since joining Buddy-Ball, the 
Weavers have seen Rilynn grow socially, and she is always excited when Buddy-Ball season 
is coming up. Playing baseball with friends makes it hard to go home unhappy. "I don't think 
anybody leaves here without a smile on their face," Linsey Weaver said. Search 'North Platte 
Bambino Buddy Ball' to find out how to sign you organization up to host Buddy-Ball.

Water Safety Tips :30
07/31/19 News2 10pm Wednesday 
Local officials are pushing prevention after the state experienced a spike in drownings this 
month. Officials say there have been three drowning deaths in the past week, including a 
man from Lincoln County. Aquatics, Fitness and Wellness Rec Leader Trudy Merritt says 
many people underestimate the power of water and its danger. She says in most cases, 



drowning is preventable with the proper supervision, use of life jackets and knowing ones 
capabilities. The person will usually look exhausted and be quiet, they won't be flailing their 
arms and yelling.

Adams Middle School Gets New HVAC Unit, Computers :30
07/31/19 News2 10pm Wednesday 
Adams Middle School is undergoing some upgrades before the students start back up in 
August. The school is receiving new heating, ventilation and air conditioning units. The 
previous units were put in in the 1970's when the school was built, so the school board 
decided it was time. The schools' gymnasium is receiving air conditioning for the first time 
since the schools opening. The school also purchased 180 laptop computers for the students 
at Adams, so they could be one-to-one on computer to student ratio.

North Platte Public Schools Enact Teacher Mentor Program :30
08/12/19 News2 10pm Monday 
The North Platte Public School District is enacting a new teacher mentoring program. For two 
years under this program, new district hires will be partnered with experienced staff 
members. Each will meet on a monthly basis outside of school in order to gain a better grasp 
on how the district functions. New hires with more than three years of teaching experience 
will only participate in the program for one year. Human Resource Director Kevin Mills said 
this plan is partly designed to retain and support staff members. The superintendent has 
signed off on the project and it is now underway.

School Board Discusses Proposed Budget :20
08/12/19 News2 6pm Monday 
The North Platte school board met on Monday and the topic -- the proposed budget for the 
2019-20 school year. It's been on the mind of Executive Director of Finance Stuart Simpson 
throughout the year, but now various aspects of the budget were discussed with the board 
and public in attendance. The board also authorized a coach style bus purchase costing 
roughly $200,000. The board took action on two policy changes, approving the community 
relations-law enforcement agencies and video and audio monitoring.

Teachers Welcome Students Back to School in North Platte :25
08/19/19 News2 Midday Monday 
Teachers created posters with positive "We Miss You" messages are students return to class 
in North Platte's public schools. The 2019 year starts today for grades kindergarten through 
freshman. Sophomores, juniors, and Seniors return Tuesday. At Buffalo Elementary, students 
grabbed backpacks for photo opportunities at the school front yard sign. Other students 
walked the basketball court as teachers and staff welcomed them for another year of 
learning. Students were served breakfast in their classrooms.
Arrest Made in MVHS Social Media Threat :30
08/28/19 News2 10pm Wednesday 
Officials arrested a 14-year-old girl for making a threat of violence against people at 
Medicine Valley Public Schools in Curtis. The school was made aware of the threats Tuesday 
morning. An investigation led to the arrest of the teen. Officials cited her for making 
terroristic threats. A probation assessment determined that the juvenile could remain at 
home following the arrest. The investigation revealed that no other person was involved in 
the creation of the threats. There is no safety concern at the school Wednesday morning.

Big Mac for Labor Day Holiday :30
09/01/19 News2 6pm Sunday 



Its Labor Day weekend and people from all over Nebraska are flocking to Lake McConaughy. 
Whether it be unloading a boat into the water at Spillway Bay or setting up an RV at the 
campground, families have made the lake their weekend destination. Soaking in the 
sunshine and firing up the grill, Jon Rios arrived from Colorado earlier this weekend, only to 
watch a line form behind him. 

Jefferson Elementary Receives New Washer, Dryer :30
09/04/19 News2 Midday Wednesday 
After donating a freezer to the North Platte High School food pantry last spring, Jason and 
Lori Hansen of Midwest Family Financial saw the opportunity to make another contribution -- 
donating a washer and dryer to Jefferson Elementary School.  Delivered on Tuesday, this 
new resource will open several opportunities for the staff to help families and students. 
Jefferson elementary Principal Traci Costlow said she doesn't want the lack of clean laundry 
to be a barrier for kids attending class, as she experienced that exact situation at a previous 
school.

Balloon Lift Honors Young Boy Killed in Plane Crash :30
09/14/19 News2 Midday Saturday 
The Valentine high school cross country team stood at the starting line in silence as a 
balloon was lifted in memory of a youth killed in a plane crash this week. The balloon lift was 
held before the cross country meet Saturday morning at the Broken Bow County golf course. 
39-year-old Clint Vanderwey and his son, 16-year-old Jed Vanderwey, died in a plane crash 
north of Crookston on Sunday. Jed VanderWey had just started school as a sophomore. 
Funeral services will be held Monday at United Methodist Church in Valentine.

MPCC Rodeo Team Member Receives Scholarship: 25
09/14/19 News2 10pm Saturday 
Marshall Still, of Oconto, is a roper and steer wrestler for Mid-Plains Community College 
Rodeo Team. He received a $1,600 scholarship provided by NEBRASKAland Days and the 
Buffalo Bill Rodeo committee. Timed event coach for the MPCC Rodeo Team Garrett Nokes 
said he selected Still due to his performance both in the arena and in class. He said he's also 
a good leader and volunteer. Still was able to qualify for the College National Finals Rodeo as 
a freshman. The scholarship money was raised from the entry fees of the NEBRASKAland 
Days Cowboy Kickball Competition this summer.
Buffalo Bill Kiwanis Giving Day :30
09/17/19 News2 Midday Tuesday 
Twenty-seven local organizations are the recipients of more than eight thousand dollars. It 
was all part of the Buffalo Bill Kiwanis Club's Annual Giving Day. Each organization was given 
a check and took turns sharing how the funds will benefit their organization. "We take about 
400 kids ahead of school and we go to Walmart and cause chaos (laughs) and they get new 
clothes for school," said L2 for Kids Volunteer David Olson. The funds were raised through 
the club's pancake feed, Peanut Days, and the antique car show and parade. Kiwanis 
members say their sole mission is to change one child at a time. A total of $8,441.29 was 
donated Tuesday.
Executive Director of Stand for Schools Visits North Platte :25
09/18/19 News2 Midday Wednesday 
Ann Hunter-Pirtle spoke at the North Platte Noon Rotary Club Meeting. Stand For Schools is 
and organization dedicated to advancing public education in Nebraska. Before starting the 
organization Hunter-Pirtle worked on environmental policy in Washington D.C. She attributes 
her opportunities to her public school education and wants to ensure all students have the 
same experience. Nebraska Tax Equity and Educational Opportunities Support Act (TEEOSA) 



was put into place in the 90's to provide funding to schools based on their needs, thus 
relieving local resources such as property tax.

Natalee Halloway’s Mother Kicks off Town Hall Lecture Series Fall Session :25
09/18/19 News2 Midday Wednesday 
It's been fourteen years since the disappearance of Natalee Holloway. The Birmingham, 
Alabama teenager was on a graduation trip to Aruba when she vanished on May 30, 2005. 
Holloway kicked off the Town Hall Lecture Series fall session Wednesday. While it's been 
difficult, Holloway says she finds solace in sharing her story in hopes of helping others. Joran 
van der Sloot was seventeen years old at the time and is the prime suspect accused of 
killing the eighteen-year-old. To this day, he's never been charged with Holloway's murder. 
Van der Sloot, now 32, is currently serving time in a Peruvian prison for the 2010 murder of 
Stephany Flores, who was strangled in a Lima hotel room on the fifth anniversary of 
Natalee's disappearance.
Three Local Student Athletes Named Finalists for Award :25
09/25/19 News2 Midday Wednesday 
The finalists for the 2019-20 Believers & Achievers were announced this week. The award is 
a state-wide program designed to give recognition to Nebraska’s future leaders. Of these 
finalists, eight will receive $500 scholarships to a college or university of their choice. The 
winners will be announced at a banquet to be held April 26, 2020. 

NPCC Hosts Annual Hood Decorating Contest :20
09/24/19 News2 6pm Tuesday 
The winners of the annual customized hood decorating contest were announced Tuesday at 
North Platte Community College. Auto Body Collision students spent that past month 
removing the dents, sanding, priming and painting the hoods. The contest is one of the first 
major projects for students enrolled in the program.  The hoods are judged by their peers 
and staff. Twin Rivers, Shrake, and Levander's Body Shop donated the hoods.

HEALTH & FITNESS / HEALTHCARE

“Prescription Health” (On-Going Series)
News 2 at 6, Tuesdays
Ongoing new series, giving weekly reports on local medical advice and studies. With 
interviews with local medical professions.

“Ask UNMC”(On-Going Series)
News 2 Midday –Ever Thursday 
This report is developed with information from University of Nebraska Medical Center on a 
variety of medical issues affecting Nebraskan and people nationwide.

A New Name Reflects Growth for Great Plains Health Heart Institute 
08/14/19 News2 6 am Wednesday 
It's a name which doctors say better encompasses exactly what is available at Great Plains 
Health when it comes to cardiac health. Announced Tuesday, a newly improved facility at 
Great Plains Health, now open, and with the growth of innovation and quality, the hospital 
wanted a better name for their cardiac services. It is now "Great Plains Heath Heart 
Institute."

Mumps Outbreak in Nebraska :30



09/04/19 News2 6pm Wednesday 
The Nebraska Department of Health and Human Services has seen a significant increase in 
mumps cases related to two recent outbreaks. At least 30 cases of the mumps have been 
identified in two health department jurisdictions in Nebraska. Mumps is a highly contagious 
illness and its spread by coughing, sneezing and sharing saliva.

North Platte Mosquito Pool Tests Positive for West Nile :25
09/10/19 News2 5pm Tuesday 
The local health department is getting its first positive tests back for the West Nile virus. 
West Central District Health Department set six traps. Director, Shannon Vanderheiden, says 
tests revealed a positive pool of mosquitoes along Newberry Access. Vanderheiden stresses 
there are no human reported cases of West Nile in the region at this time. She strongly 
encourages everyone to wear long sleeves and pant, and use repellent with DEET.
Saturday is World Alzheimer’s Day :20
09/21/19 News2 6pm Saturday 
Alzheimer’s is the most common type of dementia. In 2014, as many as five million 
Americans were living with it, and it is one of the 10 leading causes of death in the U.S, 
according to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. The disease is progressive and 
begins with mild memory loss possibly leading to less responsiveness over time. It's typically 
found in patients over age 60, but younger people sometimes develop it too.

Hundreds Walk to End Alzheimer’s :30
09/22/19 News2  6pm Sunday 
It was the Walk To End Alzheimer’s at Cody Park. According to the Alzheimer’s Association 
an estimated 5.8 million Americans have Alzheimer’s. Amy Walton comes from a family who 
has been afflicted with the dreaded on two occasions, she says it’s events like these which 
can help make a difference.  

Great Plains Health Launches New Alert to Save Lives :25
09/25/19 News Midday Wednesday 
An alert has been launched in an effort to save lives and fight against an illness that kills 
more than breast cancer, prostate cancer and opioids, combined, each year. North Platte 
Mayor Dwight Livingston read a proclamation at Great Plains Health Wednesday, declaring 
September Sepsis Awareness Month. Members of the Great Plains Health staff announced a 
new sepsis alert protocol saying timely detection can save lives. The new protocol allows 
emergency responders to alert the hospital of a possible sepsis patient before their arrival 
thus preparing emergency staff for treatment.

POLITICS/GOVERNMENT

County’s State Audit Complete, Not Released to Public Yet :30
07/01/19 News2 Midday Monday 
Nebraska's state auditor is finished with its audit of the Lincoln County Treasurer's Office. 
County schools districts were not receiving tax funds as scheduled, which prompted an 
investigation and the Lincoln County Commissioners to remove Lorie Koertner as Treasurer. 
Lincoln County Commissioner Joseph Hewgley said, 'We'll have the former treasurer and her 
attorney if she chooses to be present and try to make a fact finding mission at that time and 
see if we can come to some kind of final resolution with regards to that office." The report 
will be made public on the state auditor's website later this week. The commissioners have a 



scheduled hearing with Lorie Koertner on July 15th at 10am. Koertner, her attorney, and 
witnesses are scheduled to speak.

North Platte Businessman Wins Lawsuit Over Gas Price Marketing :25
07/08/19 News2 5pm Monday 
A judge says a North Platte businessman's practices may be "shrewd and clever" but not 
worthy of lawsuits. Lancaster County District Judge Robert Otte ruled Monday, July 8, to 
dismiss the lawsuit against Wilkinson Development, Inc., which owns the Fat Dog 
Convenience stores along Interstate 80 in Nebraska. There are Fat Dog stores in Lincoln, 
Grand Island, Lexington, North Platte, Ogallala, and Sidney. Mark Wilkinson owns the Fat 
Dog stores. Wilkinson went to court in April because five people and the Coalition for Ethical 
Petroleum Marketing didn't like the way he would post low gas prices on his signs, but only 
offer those lower prices at select pumps.

Lawsuit Wants to Prevent Three Commissioners From Wind Turbine Votes
07/10/19 News2 Midday Wednesday 
A group called "Preserve the Sandhills" and Charlene Reiser-McCormick is suing Cherry 
County and Cherry County Commissioners. It was filed in Cherry County District Court on July 
5th. The lawsuit focuses on the votes Conditional Use Permits for wind turbine construction 
by BSH Kilgore, with Cherry County Wind, LLC, in the Sandhills.  Preserve the Sandhills 
represents about 500 ranchers, taxpayers and people in the Sandhills and Cherry County. 
The group says construction of wind turbines will hurt the Sandhills. The case's first hearing 
is July 9th, 9 a.m. in O'Neill.

Commissioners Board Approve Road Negotiations :25
08/12/19 News2 10pm Monday 
The Lincoln County board of commissioners is entering the final stages of fixing South River 
Road. The board voted on Monday to begin negotiations with Char-Mar-Long Ltd., who owns 
the property just south of the affected road. This comes after the 2015 Spring Flood made 
the road impassible and contributed to the death of two teens. Board Chairman Joe Hewley 
said the negotiations will allow citizens to safely pass by the road.

Senator Proposes Invest in Kids Legislation :30
07/26/19 News2 6pm Friday 
Nebraska State Senator Lou Ann Linehan of Elkhorn proposes legislation aimed at providing 
working families with additional high-quality educational options. It's called the Opportunity 
Scholarship Act, or LB 670. It's a statewide tax credit scholarship program that makes 
private education accessible to low-income and working class families, who otherwise could 
not afford it. Last year, the Children's Scholarship Fund of Omaha awarded 1700 
scholarships to students. However more than 700 applicants were turned away.

Lawmakers Alarmed by Nebraska Youth Center Troubles 
08/18/19 News2 6pm Sunday 
Some Nebraska lawmakers are expressing alarm with conditions at a southeastern Nebraska 
youth detention center for girls. The concern comes as Nebraska Department of Health and 
Human Services CEO Dannette Smith ordered two buildings closed this week at the Youth 
Rehabilitation and Treatment Center in Geneva, which houses female offenders ages 14 to 
18. Most of the girls were moved to two other buildings, and four were moved into a Kearney 
center for juvenile males.  Omaha state Sen. Sara Howard told the Omaha World-Herald the 
girls complained that broken sprinkler heads in one building had caused extensive water 
damage, mildew and mold.

County Investigates Bonds For Jail Expansion :25



08/19/19 News2 Midday Monday 
The Lincoln County Commissioners Board is figuring out if it will expand the county jail. 
Commissioner Board Chairman Joe Hewgley said the board investigated the cost of 
purchasing bonds in the next few months. The board hired the D. A. Davidson company to 
determine what the bond rate and will give their report in a few weeks. At that time the 
decision will be made whether to expand the jail or not. If the board continues with the 
project, the next step is working with the sheriff's office to draw up plans and find a 
contractor.
 First Responders Ice Cream Social :30
09/01/19 News2 10pm Sunday 
The Order of the Eastern Star hosted an ice cream social on Saturday to thank first 
responders in the North Platte community, including firefighters and police officers. The 
social also served to enhance the organization's presence in the community. The order is 
designed to support descendants of Freemasons and the community as a whole. It also 
dabbles in philanthropy, including "Star Dogs," which raises money to place service dogs 
where they are needed.
North Platte Fire Department Helps Baby at Wal-Mart
09/01/19 News2 10pm Sunday 
North Platte Fire Department helps baby at Wal-Mart. 11-month old Everleigh got her foot 
stuck in a cart, and her brothers got to see the inside of a firetruck. North Platte Fire 
Department helps baby at Wal-Mart. 11-month old Everleigh got her foot stuck in a cart, and 
her brothers got to see the inside of a firetruck. After posing with the responders for a 
picture for Everleigh's baby book, the Otzels got to go back in and finish their shopping, no 
worse for the wear, with an experience to share.
Broken Bow Mayor Facing Recall Petition :25
09/04/19 News2 Midday Wednesday
Broken Bow's mayor is facing a recall petition. The Custer County Clerk says Johnathan 
Berghorst was served and given notice of the petition and now has 20 days to file a defense 
statement. Clerk Constance Gracey says petition circulators will need collect at least 410 
signatures. Berhorst's defense statement will be a part of the circulated petition. Over 1,100 
people voted in the November 2018 election when Berghorst won by write-in campaign.

Battle of The Badges :20
09/09/19 News2 6pm Monday 
Several local officials participated in the 10th annual Battle of the Badges on Monday at the 
Ramada Inn. This battle started out as a way to honor and remember the first responders 
the nation lost on 9/11. However, it quickly evolved into a friendly rivalry between North 
Platte's police and fire departments. Each department must recruit as many eligible people 
as possible to donate blood to the American Red Cross. The goal for this year was to collect 
120 pints of blood, as one pint can save up to three lives. The police department won yet 
again this year with a final score of 46 to 45.

VOLUNTEERISM/ COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT/DIVERSITY

*Hometown Hero”
News 2 Sundays
‘Hometown Heroes’ is a segment where KNOP honors someone who helps serve the 
community. They are nominated by viewers.

Pure Nebraska (On-Going Series)



Weekly 30 minute program, Sundays at 930am.
& 1011now.com web and mobile
Pure Nebraska is a program focused on the states #1 industry Agriculture, and the rural 
Nebraska lifestyle. Host Jon Vanderford tours the state interviewing those who live, work and 
legislate the business of agriculture, including farmers, ranchers, businessman and 
lawmakers. Interviews also include how people help each other out in rural communities, 
whether through volunteerism, fund raising, or youth involvement like 4H or FFA

Sheep Creek $500 Assistance: 30
07/02/19 News2 Midday Tuesday 
The Sheep Creek and Farmers Rural Fire District receives much needed disaster funds. They 
received $500 from the League Association of Risk Management to help pay for contracted 
snow removal needed after the March 12th through 14th storm that hit much of Nebraska. 
28 LARM members received the funds to help pay for storm related items such as sump 
pumps, generators and other equipment.

Residents Come Out For the First Bands on Broadway Concert :25
07/04/19 News2 10pm Thursday 
Residents came out for the first of six weekly concerts at the 18th street Plaza in Scottsbluff. 
The Bands on Broadway concert series saw a kiddie parade at 5:30p before the first band 
went on stage at 6p. Patrons brought their lawn chairs and blankets to sit down and enjoy 
the music. Flyover Brewery was on hand to allow some to enjoy alcoholic beverages while 
others could take in some food thanks to food trucks. The series will run every Thursday 
from now until August 8th and will include local and national artists from different genres 
including bluegrass, country, pop and rock. The Fourth of July evening saw two local bands. 

UNK Offers Temporary Housing to Kearney Area Residents :25
07/09/19 News2 Midday Tuesday 
The University of Nebraska at Kearney is providing temporary housing for people impacted 
by flooding in Kearney and surrounding communities.UNK opened its Centennial Towers 
West residence hall on June 9 to accommodate students, faculty and staff, as well as 
community members displaced by the flooding. The university is also working with nearby 
hotels to relocate and house hundreds of travelers who were evacuated.
Red Cross Opens Shelter in Lexington :30
07/09/19 News2 5pm Tuesday 
The Red Cross is working closely with local emergency management officials to coordinate 
relief services. The role of the Red Cross is to focus on addressing the immediate needs of 
those affected. People displaced from their home are urged to come to a shelter. Red Cross 
volunteers are on hand to provide a safe place to stay, a place to sleep, a hot meal and 
referrals to community services. Anyone evacuating to a shelter should bring essential items 
for each member of the family.

Steam Locomotive “Big Boy” #4014 in Town Through Wednesday :30
07/11/19 News2 6am Thursday 
In the biggest railroad classification yard in the world sits the world's biggest steam railroad 
engine. Bailey Yard in North Platte will be the temporary home for Big Boy #4014 until 
further notice. This, due to the flooding in Central Nebraska early on Monday. There were 25 
Big Boys built for the Union Pacific Railroad, nearly 80 years ago. Eight of those remain. Big 
Boy #4014, which sits currently in North Platte is the only one that is operational, and the 
only one now again owned by the Union Pacific Railroad. 



Memorial Bench Dedicated in Cody Park for North Platte Woman :20
07/14/19 News2 10pm Sunday 
A dedication was held for a memorial bench held Sunday for a North Platte woman who died 
at the age of 52. Sunday afternoon, Cody Park was filled with family and friends of Jessica 
Polanco, a North Platte social worker and teacher at Saint Patrick's Catholic Church. The 
bench was donated by the North Platte Jaycees and installed next to the pavilion at Cody 
Park. After the bench dedication ceremony, the Jaycees purchased ice cream cones for the 
next 100 people that came to The Cody Park Concessions as a small way to honor and 
remember Polanco's legacy.

Platte River Pinup Girl Contest Draws Large and Classic Crowd :30
07/13/19 News2 6pm Saturday 
The first Rockabilly Pinup Girl Contest was held at the mall Saturday morning. Over twenty 
women modeled their classic pinup fashions. They also came up with pinup personas and 
answered what being a pinup girl means to them. Halsey Fuller, or "Betty June" came away 
as the winner. It was Fuller's first pinup girl contest. Fuller got to have a photo shoot 
downtown with classic cars as a part of winning Miss Pinup. All of the ladies said they had 
fun and want to start a pinup club. 

Teen Miss Nebraska Collects Dresses For Girls in Need :30
08/26/19 News2 6pm Monday 
For Miss Teen Nebraska Malayah Grow, she wanted to make a difference in her community. 
After her aunt Kate passed away, she decided to introduce Kate’s Closet. Kate’s Closet is 
used to collect dresses for interviews, homecoming and prom for girls who need it. This 
campaign really helps girls and families who find the dresses too expensive. “It means a lot 
because I know this community is small so everyone knows everyone,” said Grow. “If you 
can help someone in this community just feel good about themselves in a dress or nice 
outfit, it would mean the world to me.”
$500 Check Presentation :30
08/30/19 News2 Midday Friday 
To help fight food insecurity in the area, Scottsbluff Kiwanis Club presented a $500 check to 
the United Way of Western Nebraska. This check will be used for their upcoming Day of 
Caring Food Packaging event. This is an annual event that is used to fight food insecurity in 
the community.

Black Hills Energy Donates iPhones and iPads to Local Non-Profits :30
09/06/19 News2 Sunrise Friday 
Black Hills Energy’s mission is to improve the quality of life with energy. They are giving 
back by providing over 200 iPads and iPhones to non-profit organizations across the state. 
23 organizations in 15 communities across the state will receive these electronics today. 
Within our Panhandle, Alliance, Chadron, Gordon, Hay Springs, Rushville and Scottsbluff non-
profits will receive them. Within Scottsbluff, Valley Youth Connections was chosen. Imperial, 
Ogallala, Ansley, Lexington, Ord, Lincoln, Albion, Columbus and Norfolk non-profits will also 
receive these electronics throughout the state.
Danny Woodhead Inducted into Nebraska High School Hall of Fame :30
09/23/19 News2 Midday Monday 
North Platte native, and North Platte high school class of 2003 Danny Woodhead was 
inducted into the Nebraska High School Sports Hall of Fame over the weekend. In 
Woodhead's senior season at North Platte, the team went undefeated in the regular season, 



but lost to Millard North in the Class A semifinal. After graduating, Woodhead attended 
Chadron State College, where he became the first ever recipient of a full athletic scholarship 
for the school, and won the Harlon Hill Trophy, the Division II equivalent to the Heismnan, 
two times; a feat that has only been done two other times.  Woodhead played 10 seasons in 
the NFL for the Jets, New England Patriots, San Diego Chargers, and Baltimore Ravens 
before retiring in 2017.

Civil War Reenactments at the Lincoln County Historical Museum :30
09/20/19 News2 6pm Friday 
There is a lot of history in North Platte and local actors are bringing it all to life Friday and 
Saturday. This year, in place of the usual cemetery tours, the Lincoln County Historical 
Museum is hosting the "Grit and Duds Civil War Tour." Jim Griffin with the Lincoln County 
Historical Museum said the purpose of these tours it to educate the public about the past. 
The tours continue Saturday and the morning starts with breakfast.  The proceeds from the 
weekend will benefit the North Platte Public Library Foundation and The Lincoln County 
Historical Museum.
POW/MIA Recognition Day :30
09/21/19 News2 6pm Saturday  
Millions across the country are remembering veterans who were held held captive or remain 
missing. A similar ceremony was held Friday in North Platte. The ceremony was organized by 
the Veterans Services Group at North Platte Community College. The American Legion 
calculates more than 82,000 Americans remain missing from World War II, the Korean War, 
the Vietnam War, the Cold War, the Gulf War and other conflicts.

Dawson County Hero Flight Sends Veterans to Washington D.C. :30
09/25/19 News2 6pm Wednesday 
The Dawson County Hero Flight Program has sent 148 veterans to Washington D.C. since it 
started in 2015. So far, six flights have been organized over the past three years. The 
donation and volunteer based program gives veterans the opportunity to see their war 
memorial at no charge. Organizers say the flights are a way to give back to those who 
sacrificed so much. The crew will fly non-stop from Omaha to Washington DC where they will 
visit the various memorials, including the WWII, Korean and Vietnam Memorials and 
Arlington National Cemetery.

KNOP/KIIT PSA’s PROVIDING SIGNIFICANT TREATMENT
OF COMMUNITY ISSUES

Topic of PSA (varying lengths of: 10, :15, :20, and :30)  # of Times Aired

3rd Quarter PSA Totals KNOP KIIT
Alcohol & Drugs 10 204



Animal Welfare 179 188

Consumer Protection 31 235

Education 71 333

Environment/Ag 24 152

Family/Community 69 350

Health & Fitness 135 576

Military/Government 47 132

Safety 14 280

Outdoors/Recreation/Tourism 6 90

Volunteerism/Donations 289 1054

Employment/Public Files 480 466


