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News Coverage and Community Issues

The following compilation features 15 news stories and community topics aired by WBCU 
Radio in the fourth quarter of 2022, as well as numerous informative interview programs that 
WBCU broadcasts. WBCU airs five local newscasts during its broadcast day: Monday through 
Friday at 6:30 am, 7:30 am, 8:35 am, 12:35 pm, and 5:35 pm. A “Week in Review” program 
featuring the top stories of the week airs four times each Saturday at 6:30 am, 7:30 am, 8:30 am, 
and 12:35 pm.

In compiling the fourth-quarter report, stories were considered for their importance and 
community impact. The selected stories also provide a well-rounded cumulative look into what 
WBCU accomplishes with each newscast, keeping Union County citizens updated on matters 
that are important to both individuals and the communities in which they live.

The stories are in chronological order.



4th quarter 2022 interview programs (ranging from 15-60 minutes in length):

October 6—Mark Wade—promoting fire safety and smoke alarms

October 11—Union County Council on Aging—resources for senior citizens in our community

October 12—Rose Hill Plantation State Historic Site—promoting a couple of their October events

October 13—Paul Winters—promoting the upcoming Union County Agricultural Fair

October 18—Candidate Forum—Union City Council District 1 candidates

October 19—Candidate Forum—School Board District 4 candidates

October 20—Candidate Forum—School Board District 5 candidates

October 21—Candidate Forum—School Board District 9 candidates

October 24—Candidate Forum—Union County Council District 1 candidates

October 25—Candidate Forum—Union County Council District 4 candidates

October 26—Candidate Forum—Union County Supervisor candidates

October 27—Candidate Forum—Ann White—write in candidate for SC House District 42

October 27—Elise Ashby—promoting health and wellness event at the Farmers’ Market

October 28—Kelly Wilburn Shropshire—introducing the new School Board District 8 representative 
(ran unopposed)

November 2—Survival School—promoting a local business that focuses on outdoor activities and 
skills

November 3—Entrepreneurs of Vision art event—promoting event helping young people market and 
sell their artwork

November 3—Jantzen Childers—talking about the upcoming Veterans Day parade and ceremony

November 8—Rebecca Rochester—promoting the upcoming Downtown Christmas Open House 
event

November 8—live coverage of election results from 7-9 p.m. 

November 10—About Face Aesthetics—promoting a downtown business

November 15—Dean Gregory—talking about Medicare options during open enrollment period

November 16—ProMedica of Union—talking about their rehab and assisted living programs

November 17—Union Medical Center—talking about lung screenings

November 23—Union County Republican Women—promoting their upcoming Christmas Tour of 
Homes

December 12—Sweet Tea Trio—interviewing an up-and-coming country act

December 21—Robinson & Bogan Motors—promoting a new preowned vehicle dealership in town
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4th Quarter News Stories

LOCAL INMATE ESCAPES, IS CAPTURED AFTER EIGHT DAYS ON THE RUN

October 3 and 10, 2022

Friday night around 10 p.m., the Union County Sheriff’s Office received a call regarding an inmate who 
had escaped from the Union County Detention Center. Deputies deployed the K-9 unit to track the 
suspect, whom the sheriff’s office identified as 44-year-old David Paul Strickland, of Union. In an update 
Sunday morning, the sheriff’s office stated they were still searching for Strickland. Deputies and K-9 
units searched into the early morning hours both Saturday and Sunday. They have been assisted in the 
search by the Union Public Safety Department, Jonesville Police Department, and SLED. The sheriff’s 
office thanked those agencies, and they thanked those in the community who had called in information 
to help. The sheriff’s office asks that anyone with information should continue to call in. They stated 
that if you see Strickland, do not approach him, but call 911 or Crimestoppers at 427-0800. 

Strickland is accused of stealing a Ford F-450 dump truck from Lewis Funeral Home and later fleeing 
from a traffic stop, damaging the fence at Grace United Methodist Church and another fence at the old 
Ottaray Mill site at Sims Avenue. He eventually wrecked on Neal Shoals Road and was taken into 
custody back on Tuesday, August 30. Strickland faces two charges of hit and run with a fixed object, as 
well as disregarding a traffic signal, driving under suspension, failure to stop for a blue light, and 
possession of a stolen vehicle. The details surrounding his escape have not yet been released. 

David Paul Strickland is back behind bars after nearly 8 full days on the run. Strickland escaped from the 
Union County Detention Center on September 30. Since then, members of the Union County Sheriff’s 
Office, Union Public Safety Department, Jonesville Police Department, York County Sheriff’s Office, 
Spartanburg County Sheriff’s Office, Greenville Police Department, Chester County Sheriff’s Office, SC 
DNR, SLED, and the US Marshal’s Office have all searched for him. Until this past Saturday, they had had 
no luck. The previous weekend, they had found his prison clothing and some nonperishable food. 
Crimestoppers had set up a $1000 reward for information leading to Strickland’s capture. Saturday, the 
Union County Sheriff’s Office received information from Crimestoppers that Strickland might be in an 
empty residence at 600 Perrin Avenue in the City of Union. The sheriff’s office contacted the Union 
Public Safety Department, and officers and deputies surrounded the residence. The front and back doors 
were both locked; however, a window on the side of the house had been broken out. A deputy entered 
the residence through that window and opened the back door for other officers to enter. The front and 
back doors were both barricaded from the inside. Officers noticed items inside the residence letting 
them know that Strickland either was in the residence or had been there recently. Those items included 
papers with his name on them. After searching the residence, Strickland was found in the attic space of 
the residence. He was arrested and transported to the Union County Detention Center for booking. 
Strickland is now charged with escape. Bond has been denied. 

A previous release by the sheriff’s office stated that another inmate had tried to escape with Strickland. 
A search of jail records indicates that inmate is 35-year-old Carl Lee Robert Price, who has been in jail 
since March 2 on 12 counts of 3rd degree sexual exploitation of a minor. Bond had been denied on those 
charges. On October 4, the escape charge was added. Bond was denied on that charge, as well. 



COUNTY COUNCIL VOTES TO AUTHORIZE APPLICATION FOR RURAL TRANSIT PILOT PROGRAM

October 12, 2022

Union County Council had one major item on its agenda, and that was a resolution authorizing the 
county to submit an application and budget to the SC Department of Transportation to initiate a three-
year pilot rural transit program. Senior Services, Inc. of Chester County, doing business as Chester 
County Connector, was selected through a competitive bidding process by the county to provide the 
service based on a demand response model. At its June meeting, Union County Council committed to 
providing a 50% local match for the funding, with the other half of the money coming from the DOT, up 
to $150,000 a year for the three years. The resolution permits the Union County Supervisor to complete 
and submit the application to the DOT and to negotiate all final terms and conditions of the agreement 
with Chester County Connector and bring back a final draft of the agreement to Union County Council 
for final approval. The proposed service would start within a five-mile radius of the Union County 
Courthouse and then expand outward into the county as demand arises. The rationale for that was also 
given in the June meeting, which was attended by Curtis Helms with SC DOT and Keith Scott, the former 
Director of Transportation for Anderson County. They said that demand often builds slowly, so that it 
can take 1.5 to 2 years to build to its full potential. They said by starting in a smaller area and ensuring 
that public transit is done well there, it gives them a chance to get the program going and then expand 
outward to other more rural areas of the county. Most of the county’s population will be within the five-
mile radius, which extends as far south as the Mt. Vernon subdivision off the Whitmire Highway, as far 
west as the Fairwood II subdivision off Highway 49 West, as far north as the intersection of Hwy. 176 
and Oak Grove Road, and as far east as Highway 49 East at Browns Creek Church Road. It would 
encompass the entire City of Union and Buffalo. The lack of service to other rural areas of the county, 
particularly Lockhart, did not sit well with Helen McFalls, who is on the Lockhart Town Council. During 
the public hearing held prior to the meeting, she wanted to know why the entire county is paying for 
something that is mostly benefitting those in town. She said coming from Chester, it should be easy for 
the service to stop in Lockhart and pick folks up there. She stated she takes people from Lockhart to 
appointments and other places all the time, and the service is needed. Interim Supervisor Bob Love 
stated there will be flexibility in the plan, and as demand rises, the service can expand to meet the 
demand. He said with enough demand, they would set up the routes and come up with a fair rate. Tom 
Bolek said he learned a lot about disability busing systems because of his son, who is blind. He said the 
county needs to have careful oversight of the company and build into the contract the ability to make 
common-sense adjustments as they go. He said a third party will tend to operate the system more 
efficiently because it is for-profit, but government providers tend to provide better service and access 
because it’s not their money but the taxpayers’ being spent. Rodger Dowty also spoke, saying he didn’t 
see the need for this in the county, and that those needing the service should have family, friends, or 
churches that could help. He said he would rather see the county spend money that would affect the 
greatest number of people. In the end, council adopted the resolution on a unanimous vote. 



EARLY VOTING BEGINS ACROSS THE STATE; A LOOK AT THE BALLOT IN UNION COUNTY

October 24

Early voting begins today across the state of South Carolina. In Union County, you can vote early at the 
Union County Voter Registration and Elections Office at 1246 South Duncan Bypass. The office will be 
open for early voting from 8:30 a.m. to 6 p.m. through Saturday, November 5. It will be closed on 
Sunday. You will be asked to present your photo ID when checking in to vote. If you want to cast a ballot 
by mail, you can request an absentee ballot by 5 p.m. Friday, October 28. You can call or visit the county 
voter registration office to receive or be mailed an absentee application. The application is due back no 
later than October 28. Absentee ballots must be received no later than 7 p.m. on Election Day, which is 
Tuesday, November 8. For details on the absentee ballot process, call the voter registration office at 
429-1616. 

On the ballot this year are contested races for governor, secretary of state, treasurer, state 
superintendent of education, commissioner of agriculture, US Senate, US House District 5, County 
Supervisor, County Council Districts 1 and 4, Soil and Water District Commission, School Board Districts 
4, 5, and 9 (it should be noted that School Board District 5 candidate Tommy Mann has announced he is 
withdrawing from the race; however, his name will remain on the ballot), and City Council District 1. 
Other races appearing on the ballot will include Browns Creek Watershed Conservation District and Fire 
District Commissioners for Jonesville, Monarch, Santuc, and Southside. In addition, there will be two 
statewide constitutional amendments on the ballot. The first is to increase the amount of money the 
state government must keep in the General Reserve Fund, known as its “rainy day fund” from 5% of the 
previous year’s revenue to 7%, increasing by .5% each year for four years until it reaches that amount. 
The second is to increase the amount of money the state government must appropriate to the Capital 
Reserve Fund, otherwise known as the “reserve and capital improvements fund” from 2% to 3% and 
require that the fund’s first priority would be to offset midyear budget cuts at state agencies should that 
be necessary. A yes vote would make those changes, while a no vote would keep things the same in 
those funds. 



SCHOOL BOARD HONORS TEAM THAT PRESENTED AT NATIONAL DROPOUT PREVENTION CONFERENCE

October 26, 2022

At Tuesday’s meeting of the Union County Board of School Trustees, some of the members of the team 
that presented at the National Dropout Prevention Conference spoke. The national conference was held 
in Atlanta a couple of weeks ago. The group focused on improving the graduation rate of students with 
disabilities. The team was formed in the fall of 2021 and quickly developed and implemented a plan to 
identify the students most at-risk of not graduating and put into place practices to help them. They 
created an early warning system that tracks those risk factors and identifies students needing 
interventions to help keep them on track to graduate on time. Some of the interventions include 
increased communication with parents, participating in IEP team meetings, and increasing parental 
contacts (both positive and negative). The team wants to take a systematic approach to this, meaning 
they want to bring the program into the elementary and middle schools, as the risk factors for not 
graduating do not begin at high school but show up earlier on. They had a particular focus on the 9th 
grade transition year, and they introduced several interventions to help incoming freshmen. They noted 
that if a student completes 9th grade with at least 6 graduation units earned on the first attempt, that 
student is much less likely to drop out and more likely to graduate on time. 9th-grade interventions 
started with the Jacket Training camp over the summer, orienting new freshmen to the school and 
helping them to be more comfortable with the school before the school year ever started. They have a 
course called Read 180 in the first semester of the freshmen year where these at-risk students can work 
on their foundational reading skills with Mrs. Gault. In the second semester, they take English 1 with 
Mrs. Balkum in a course co-taught by Mrs. Gault. Their sophomore year, they would stay with Mrs. 
Balkum for English 2. The team said they were seeing great success with test scores from that 
arrangement in having that consistency in instruction from those two teachers. In math, the students 
take a Math 180 course with Mrs. Kelly working on math skills aligned with Algebra 1. Other 
interventions include tutoring, a graduation coach, and meaningful service learning, job shadowing, and 
work-based learning opportunities. Jennifer Wall with the Transition Alliance of South Carolina said that 
Union County is leading the state pace-wise with this program, and this is not only a model for our state, 
but for the nation, as well, spotlighting Union County as an example of what other districts and other 
states should be doing. Board member Frank Hart made a motion to officially express the board’s 
appreciation to the team for letting the U.S. know that Union County is doing something great. Many 
board members spoke and gave their thanks, as well. The motion was passed unanimously. 



TOWN ADMINISTRATOR UPDATES JONESVILLE COUNCIL ON PROJECTS

November 2, 2022

At Tuesday's meeting of Jonesville Town Council, Town Administrator Michael Tyler gave an update on 
the town’s Main Street Streetscape project. Last December, the SC Department of Commerce awarded 
the town a $750,000 Community Development Block Grant for improvements. Tyler told the council that 
the firm designing the work to be done revised the drawing following feedback. Tyler said the first 
drawing had landscape improvements on one side of the road and parallel parking spaces on the other 
side. Tyler said he thought the parallel parking would hinder what they were trying to do with the 
streetscape improvements and could even cause accidents, so he asked the firm to redo the drawing 
with landscape improvements to both sides of the street and utilize existing parking lots in the area 
rather than adding spaces on Main Street. He said another aspect of the project is to find a way to 
reroute truck traffic away from Main Street as much as possible, and he has a meeting set up with the 
DOT to try and come up with an alternate route for truck traffic in the area. Tyler said he hopes to be 
able to share the conceptual drawings with council, business owners, and the citizens of Jonesville and 
gather feedback over the next month or two, and have the project go out to bid before the end of the 
year so that work can begin early in 2023. He said the project is running ahead of schedule. 

He also updated council on the former Wellington Mill site project. He said that project went out to bid, 
and the bids came back last week. He said that Hepaco, a Charlotte company that specializes in asbestos 
abatement and removal and dealing with brownfield sites, was the low bidder. The bid is being reviewed 
by the state, but Tyler said it came in under budget and includes not just the main part of the work, but 
also the smokestack removal and on-site grinding that had been added as alternates in the bidding 
process. He said that once the bid is approved, the company will have 60 working days to do the work. 
He said by the end of March, the mill site would be completely cleared, with nothing but dirt and a 
dusting of grass seed for erosion control. The town had received a $500,000 Community Development 
Block Grant for that project, as well, but work on the project had been delayed. The county has 
committed to paying $127,000 from one of its economic development funds to help with the project, 
which will eventually include an ampitheater, picnic pavilion, an improved playground nearby and an 
educational wetland. 

Tyler said the town is wrapping up work on renovating a property on Alman Street. He said he hoped the 
work could be done by the end of the year so that the property could be reappraised and marketed for 
sale or lease, with the proceeds being used toward other projects. 

Finally, Tyler updated the council on the status of the town’s website. He said he had been talking with a 
company out of Texas that does municipal websites for a number of locations, but he also had a 
conversation with David Berry, a local website designer, who said he could set up a site for the town for 
less money than the other company was asking. Tyler said he felt that having a local person who could 
help with any issues that arise and who could even help keep the site updated if needed would be 
beneficial. Berry had designed the site for the Town of Carlisle, Midway BBQ, WBCU, and others in the 
county, which are customized to their needs. He said the other company uses the same template for 
pretty much every municipality. Council unanimously voted to allow Tyler to use his discretion to select 
the best person or company to design the town’s website.



EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT DIRECTOR DENNIS MERRIFIELD PASSES AWAY

November 8, 2022

Union County Fire Coordinator, 911 Coordinator, and Emergency Management Director Dennis 
Merrifield passed away on Sunday. Merrifield came to Union County in August 2021 to serve as the 
county’s first Fire Coordinator. His first task was to oversee repairs to the county’s radio system for fire 
communication. His job eventually expanded to include the positions of 911 Coordinator and Emergency 
Management Director, as well. Merrifield was battling cancer. On the Union County Facebook page, it 
says that Chief Merrifield was a great addition to the Union County team, and his loss will be felt 
tremendously. He spent his life in service to others and was always searching for ways to help those on 
the worst days of their lives. 

One of his former stops was in Estero, FL, where he served as chief of Estero Fire Rescue from 1998 to 
2005. On its Facebook page, the department stated that Merrifield was critical to EFR growing into the 
department they are today. He helped to bring advanced life support capabilities to the district and 
improve the infrastructure. He oversaw the building and staffing of four new fire stations in the area to 
accommodate the growth the community experienced. He left from there to take over as Fire Chief in 
Statesboro, GA. 

Prior to his stint in Estero, he served as Chief and Fire Marshal of Bayshore Fire Rescue from 1989 to 
1998. On their Facebook page, they called Merrifield a great and talented leader. 

Merrifield is survived by his wife, Renee, and four children. 



NEW FACES ELECTED TO SEVERAL OFFICES IN UNION COUNTY

November 9, 2022

2022 marks a season of change in Union County politics, as seven new candidates were elected to 
various posts throughout the county. Phillip Russell will be the new Union County Supervisor, winning 
election over Timika Wilson with 68.55% of the vote. Russell received 5931 votes to 2721 for Wilson. 
After his victory, Russell told WBCU News he is ready to get to work. Wilson was gracious in defeat and 
thanked everyone who let their voice be heard.

In other local races, Danny Bright defeated incumbent Tracie Farr Campbell for the Union County 
Council District 1 seat, 919-714. Bright garnered 56.3% of the vote. Annie Smith will be the new County 
Council District 4 representative, defeating Jennifer Wood with 69.4% of the vote, 1065-469. 

In Union County Board of School Trustee races, there will be three new faces and two incumbents back 
in office after Tuesday night’s vote. Incumbent Mike Massey was unopposed in his District 3 race, and 
Board Chair Gene “Doc” Lipsey won reelection to his District 4 seat over challenger Rossi Hames, 588-
214, getting 73.3% of the vote. Mark Truitt will be the new face of School Board District 5. His opponent, 
Tommy Mann, withdrew from the race after accepting the call to pastor a church in Savannah, GA. His 
name was still on the ballot, and Truitt garnered 67% of the vote in the race, winning 549-270. Kelly 
Wilburn Shropshire was unopposed in the District 8 race. In the closest race, Beth Ramsey Anthony 
narrowly defeated incumbent Dr. Jane Wilkes for the School Board District 9 seat, 387-365, a 22-vote 
margin. Anthony received 51.5% of the vote. 

Dudley Adams and Michael Lancaster earned the two seats on the Soil and Water District Commission. 
Adams received 3014 votes, and Lancaster received 2448. Matthew Scales failed to earn a seat, 
garnering 2157 votes. 

Early voting is still a new option in South Carolina, but Union County saw a high number of voters using 
that option this year. One out of every four ballots cast were from early voters—2221 out of 8780. 
Overall voter turnout this year was 53.99%. That is down from 13,383 voters in the 2020 presidential 
election, which featured 76.4% turnout. Turnout was also slightly lower than in the 2018 midterm 
elections, which featured 9045 ballots cast and a 55.6% turnout. This year’s turnout was higher than in 
2014, when 8011 ballots were cast with a 47.2% turnout. 

Highest turnout honors this election cycle goes to Adamsburg, with a voter turnout of 62.68%. Putnam 
trailed slightly behind, at 62.19%, and West Springs came in third, at 61.94%. The lowest voter turnout 
came in three city precincts. Ward 4 Box 2 had the lowest turnout, at 31.02%. Ward 3 had the second-
lowest turnout, at 38.14%, and Ward 1 Box 2 was third-lowest, at 46.98%. Outside the city, Carlisle had 
the next lowest turnout, at 49.23%, with Buffalo slightly higher at 49.25%. Excelsior had the most early 
voters, with 252, followed by Monarch with 189 and Ward 2 at 187. Black Rock had the fewest early 
voters, with 15. West Springs had 16 early voters, and Ward 4 Box 2 had 24. 



ARREST MADE IN 2021 SHOOTING OF TWO-YEAR-OLD

November 11, 2022

An arrest has been made in the 2021 shooting of a two-year-old. As WBCU News reported last 
September, officers with the Union Public Safety Department were dispatched to Union Medical Center 
for a two-year-old gunshot victim. They learned the incident occurred at Lakeview Garden Apartments, 
at 720 Lakeside Drive in the City of Union. There were reportedly two adults at the residence at the time 
of the shooting. The toddler was flown to a hospital in Greenville County for further treatment. Sgt. 
David Lee spoke to the child’s father, who stated he was at work at Dollar General Distribution when he 
was told that his son had been shot by Danny Ray Davis. Lee spoke with the child’s mother, who was at 
the apartment when her son was shot by Davis. She drove the child to the hospital. 

24-year-old Danny Ray Davis, Jr. has been arrested in connection with the shooting and charged with 
unlawful conduct towards a child. His arrest warrant states that on August 31, 2021, Davis “did place the 
two-year-old at unreasonable risk of harm affecting the child’s life, physical or mental health, or safety. 
Danny Ray Davis, Jr., did possess a firearm while at 720 Lakeside Drive. Said firearm was discharged 
inside the apartment striking the two-year-old in the chest.” Davis was arrested Wednesday and booked 
into the Union County Detention Center. In addition to the charge of unlawful conduct toward a child, 
Davis also faces charges of first-degree burglary, attempted armed robbery, attempted murder, and 
possession of a weapon during a violent crime. Bond on the charges was denied. Details on the other 
charges are not yet available.



GROUND BROKEN AT SITE OF NEW HOUSING DEVELOPMENT

November 16, 2022

City and county officials joined with officials from Mark III Properties and Century Complete to break 
ground on the new Buffalo Creek subdivision. Interim Supervisor Bob Love welcomed the crowd to the 
ceremony on a cold and rainy morning. Love said his work with the companies involved in this project 
has been nothing but positive. 

City Administrator Joe Nichols said it is great to see the project moving forward after two years of hard 
work in bringing things to this point.

Darren Webb, Land Acquisition Manager for Mark III Properties, noted he already had a Union 
connection, as he was in the real estate department with Bojangles when they decided to build the 
restaurant in Union more than a decade ago. Webb said he and his company were impressed with the 
welcome they have received from the city and the county.

Webb said the company began in 1974 and has grown to now have 20 employees. They have completed 
around 50 subdivisions and have another 125-130 subdivisions in some stage of development. Webb 
said for the Buffalo Creek subdivision project, they purchased around 330 acres of land. He said the far 
western section near Industrial Park Road could be used for more residences if needed, or it could be 
used for industrial or retail purposes. He said there will be two main phases of the subdivision 
development. Phase 1 will have 125 lots, and phase 2 will bring an additional 149 lots. He said it will be a 
homeowners’ association-maintained community, which he said would help keep with the integrity of 
the neighborhood. 

Mitchell Flannery, Regional Vice President of Lot Acquisition with Century Complete, talked about the 
need for housing in Union County and why it is a good fit for the company.

He said they will offer one-story models of around 1400-1800 square feet, and two-story models of up 
to 2100 square feet. He said average build times are around 4 months for a house. He noted they do not 
pre-sell the houses, but they build the spec homes and people then come and buy them. He noted 30% 
of their sales are online, and they offer in-house mortgage financing, as well. 

A reception by the Union County Development Board was held after the groundbreaking ceremony. 



RESULTS OF WATER AND SEWER FEASIBILITY STUDY ANNOUNCED

November 21, 2022

The bulk of last Tuesday’s Union City Council meeting was given over to Clay Helms with KCI 
Technologies to present the results of the Carlisle-Lockhart Regional Feasibility Study. Helms said the 
need for the study came from the SC Rural Infrastructure Authority. They made such a study a condition 
of grant funding that was awarded to the Town of Carlisle for the Carlisle-Union Regional Sewer 
Extension project and to the Town of Lockhart for an emergency grant to replace the sewer line to the 
Lockhart School. Together, over the past 10 years, the towns have received nearly $10.7 million in grants 
from the RIA, the State Revolving Fund, and Community Development Block Grants. Helms said that RIA 
is making regionalization of town utility systems a priority. The goal of the study was to determine the 
viability of each town’s water and sewer systems, defined as having the financial and practical ability to 
operate and maintain infrastructure; providing funding needed to make necessary improvements; 
providing reliable service to its customers for the foreseeable future; and having the staff and personnel 
required to operate and maintain the systems. 

In the Town of Carlisle, the study found 225 active water connections and 175 active sewer connections. 
The average utility bill in Carlisle for 3000 gallons of water and sewer usage is approximately $35, 
compared to $73.55 for the City of Union and $94.32 for the Town of Lockhart. The town’s average 
monthly cost to purchase water is around $3660, and the town brings in $4050 in water revenue. Once 
the sewer project is complete, the town will be paying over $10,300 a month for wastewater treatment 
services. The study indicated that a “break-even” combined water and sewer rate based on 3000 gallons 
of water and sewer usage would be approximately $80. The town has proposed raising its rates starting 
in July 2023 to $79.25 per customer for water and sewer, which would increase to $83.30 in July 2024 
and $87.65 in July 2025. The town would make just over $1050 in net revenue starting in 2025-2026 
after losing money the first two years. However, the funding agencies want towns to keep at least 
$50,000 on hand for grant matches or fees and another $50,000 on hand for emergency repairs. The 
study indicated that to pay all utility costs and to generate additional revenue for operations and 
maintenance, the town may need to increase rates to between $130-$150 or possibly even higher for 
3000 gallons of usage. They say that level of rate increase does not seem to be feasible based on the 
average income levels in the town.

The other alternative would be for the Town of Carlisle to partner with the City of Union and Union 
County to provide operation and maintenance of the town’s water and sewer systems. Partnership with 
the county would be essential to this process, as the burden of ownership of the system would go to the 
city with little to no benefit to the city. Another study would need to be done to ensure the town could 
viably operate from General Fund revenues without the additional utility revenues. 

The feasibility study concluded that the Town of Carlisle will be unable to continue viable operation of 
its utility system in the immediate future and that the most feasible alternative would be to partner with 
the city and county to operate and maintain the systems. 

The study for the Town of Lockhart found that the town has approximately 242 service connections. The 
average utility bill for water and sewer in the town, based on 3000 gallons of usage, is $94.32, compared 
to $73.55 for the City of Union. The town usually moves 6% of the general fund to the water and sewer 
fund each year to make up for revenue shortages. The amount will increase to 10% in the next budget 



year to provide additional funds. Emergency repairs in recent years have drained the town’s reserve 
funds, which makes it difficult to meet local match requirements for grant funding. The town relies on 
the water and sewer fund as its primary revenue source for operations, as it does not receive revenues 
from county or state taxes. The town spends $85,000 a year purchasing water from Browns Creek Water 
Company, and they pay $117,000 to a company named TESI for the town’s wastewater treatment. 
Helms noted that TESI has some outstanding DHEC violations and is also looking to sell the wastewater 
treatment plant, making it likely that a new company would raise the rates, as he noted TESI has not 
done a good job of maintaining the plant. 

The group offered two alternatives for long-term viability. The first is to raise rates to account for future 
rate increases for water or sewer services, as well as to build reserve accounts to fund emergency 
repairs and local match funding requirements for grants. The group said that rate increases will 
eventually become a burden to the town’s customers and will not provide significant additional revenue. 
They said that raising rates to the required levels may not be feasible based on the average income 
levels in the town. 

As with the Town of Carlisle, the group said the most feasible alternative would be to partner with the 
City of Union and Union County to operate and maintain the town’s water and sewer systems. The city 
would be the best suited to do that, but they would require help from the county, as the burden of 
ownership of the system would go to the city with little to no benefit to the city. They said a study of the 
overall operational costs of the town would need to be completed to verify that the town can viably 
operate from general fund revenues. If not, a franchise fee percentage could be added to the water and 
sewer bills for each customer so the town would have an additional income stream. 



SCHOOL DISTRICT RECEIVES OVERWHELMINGLY POSITIVE AUDIT RESULTS

November 22, 2022

The Union County School District’s audit was completed before the December 1st deadline for the first 
time in three years, which should end additional scrutiny from the SC Department of Education. Andrew 
Dobson with Halliday, Schwartz and Company presented the audit report for fiscal year 2021-2022 at 
last night’s meeting of the Union County Board of School Trustees. As in years past, the district received 
an unmodified opinion, which is the highest and best opinion that can be given. Dobson said there were 
no findings to report. 241 days ago, when Dobson presented the previous year’s audit, there were 8 
findings, including a material noncompliance with state law and a significant deficiency. This year, 
Dobson said the district’s finance department corrected all those issues. 

The district added $894,000 to the general fund balance this year, up from just over $5 million last year 
to $5,957,302 this year. That represents 18.81% of the actual expenditures for last year, and 16.42% of 
the current budget. The state minimum that districts are required to have on hand in their general fund 
is 8.33%, enough to cover one month’s worth of expenses. The district now has enough for nearly two 
months’ worth of expenses. 

Prior to the presentation, Finance Director Kelly Richardson introduced the finance department staff and 
thanked them for their hard work in making this audit go smoothly.

Andrew Dobson summed things up and thanked the finance department staff, as well. He called it a joy 
to present an audit like this, particularly after several years of having to point out things that need to be 
corrected.

Following the audit presentation, Board member Frank Hart made a motion to commend Richardson 
and her staff for their work in getting the audit done on time. The vote was unanimous. Richardson 
noted that this is how the audit is supposed to go every year, but she and her staff were appreciative of 
the thanks. 



PARENTS ARRESTED AFTER TWO-YEAR-OLD SUFFERS OVERDOSE

November 24, 2022

Wednesday morning at around 7 a.m., officers from the Union Public Safety Department and deputies 
from the Union County Sheriff’s Office responded to an address on Douglas Heights for an overdose. 
Upon arrival, officers found that a two-year-old child had ingested some type of drug and was 
unresponsive. Union County EMS treated the child, and the child was taken to Prisma Healthcare in 
Greenville for further treatment. A three-month-old child was also in the home at the time. The infant 
was taken into protective custody, and DSS was notified. The mother, identified as 30-year-old Taylor 
Marie Cogdill, and the father, identified as 31-year-old Jordan Allen Thompson, were arrested and have 
been charged with unlawful conduct toward a child. The investigation continues, and no further details 
are available. 



LARGE, PASSIONATE CROWD PARTICIPATES IN PUBLIC HEARING ON LAND USE REGULATIONS

December 7, 2022

A large, passionate crowd packed into Main Street Junction Tuesday for a public meeting of the Union 
County Planning Commission. The meeting was scheduled so the commission could receive feedback 
from the public about the proposed draft of land use regulations that is going before Union County 
Council. Some of the questions asked touched on topics such as passing land down to the next 
generation; the one-mile away from residential use requirement for locating stockyards, 
slaughterhouses, poultry houses, and livestock auction houses; whether the automotive racetrack 
requirements would pertain to racing such as what happens at Big Buck; the requirements for flag lots; 
why additional requirements are included for agricultural uses when DHEC already has regulations in 
place for certain uses; and the definition of subdivision. Several expressed the need for more 
transparency in the process, including more publicity of the commission’s meetings and process. A 
couple of speakers called for the matter to be put to public referendum rather than to County Council 
for approval, a remark which drew applause from those gathered. Henry Turner, who owns the property 
where the Big Buck races are held, warned that having a Land Development Administrator, as included 
in the regulations, would only create more regulations. He said he received calls about the proposed 
regulations from not just in Union but from states across the US. A couple of the speakers asked that the 
commission bring in representatives from the agricultural sector, racing sector, and other groups that 
would be affected by the regulations to get their perspective on it and how to improve the document to 
meet some of the concerns that are being raised. 

Michael Forman, a certified planner and president of Conduit Planning, has been working closely with 
the commission to craft the draft regulations. He stressed the document is a work in progress, and that 
changes can and likely will be made to the document before its final approval by Union County Council. 
Council has the final say over the matter. At least three current council members, two incoming council 
members, and Supervisor Phillip Russell attended the meeting and heard the feedback. Council member 
David Sinclair said he took notes on the complaints and comments and will be sure that the council looks 
at them before the regulations are finalized. 

Lewis Jeter, chairman of the Union County Planning Commission, stated that work on the county 
comprehensive plan and land use regulations that was a part of it began as far back as 2016 and has not 
been rushed through. He noted that throughout the comprehensive planning process, public forums and 
focus groups were held to receive feedback. This meeting was the first of its size and scope to get 
feedback on the regulations. Another public hearing will be held by Union County Council at a later date. 
After the hearing, commission members expressed that the feedback they received at the meeting was 
exactly what they needed. The commission held a meeting immediately following the public hearing, 
and they unanimously adopted a resolution endorsing that land development regulations go before 
Union County Council. Union County Planning Director Kathy Jo Lancaster stated this is a state 
requirement that puts the weight of the commission’s wishes behind whatever the final document looks 
like. The resolution will be presented to Union County Council as information at its January meeting. 
Lancaster said second reading of the proposed land use ordinance will not take place in December as 
planned, since the document needs more work to include some of the feedback that was received. 
Following an executive session for a contractual matter, the group came back together to briefly discuss 
the input from the public meeting and decided to resume subcommittee meetings in January to further 



discuss those items. They plan to include some members from the various sectors to participate in those 
meetings prior to the draft regulations being sent to council for second reading at a date to be 
determined. WBCU News will continue to follow this story and bring you updates on the process. You 
can watch yesterday’s public hearing on our WBCU Facebook page if you missed it. 



UNION COUNTY K-9 OFFICER DUKE DIES OF CANCER

December 14, 2022

At the meeting, the supervisor and the sheriff announced the loss of one of the Union County Sheriff’s 
Office’s K-9 officers, Duke. Duke, a bloodhound, had been with the sheriff’s office for about 5 years and 
remained in service up until the last couple of weeks, when his health took a turn for the worse. Duke 
died of cancer. During his time of service, he participated in about 130 callouts and was responsible for 
around 35 captures. Prayers were asked for his handler, Deputy Galen Israel. 

In a Facebook post, Israel said, “For the last two years I have learned what it means to have a working 
dog and it has been the best 2 years ever. There has been a lot of sleepless days and nights for us as a 
team and I couldn’t have asked for a better partner to start my career as a K9 handler with. I never 
thought I would enjoy having a bloodhound so much. We have had some captures on criminal suspects 
and found missing people and that I will never forget especially the last one we had together just a few 
weeks ago. I didn’t think that would be your final call, but you got your man and ended your career the 
way you wanted. Duke, you have served Union County very well and it did not go unnoticed. You will be 
a hard one to replace. You are no longer sick and can rest easy, buddy. You will be missed more then 
you know.” 



ROCK HILL, LOCKHART FIREFIGHTER KILLED IN WRECK

December 26, 2022

A firefighter with the Rock Hill and Lockhart Fire Departments was killed in an accident Friday morning 
around 6:50 a.m. while on his way to work. According to Master Trooper Gary Miller, 36-year old David 
Campbell was killed when his truck and a Freightliner tractor-trailer simultaneously struck a tree that 
had fallen in the roadway on Highway 49 near Highway 322 in York County, causing the tractor-trailer to 
jackknife and strike Campbell’s truck. No charges were filed as a result of the collision. The driver of the 
tractor-trailer was not injured. Campbell was a firefighter and paramedic with the Rock Hill Fire 
Department, firefighter with the Lockhart Fire Department, and he also worked part-time with the 
Union County and Chester County EMS. According to a post by the Colleton County Fire Rescue, he had 
accepted a position within their department and was scheduled to begin in late January. Campbell’s 
obituary stated that he had a deep passion for being there to help others in an emergency. Tributes 
from departments all across the state poured in following the incident. The Lockhart Volunteer Fire 
Department posted this on their Facebook page:

It is with sadden hearts that we announce the passing of one of our fellow firefighters. 

FF David Campbell served 12 years on Lockhart Fire Department. FF Campbell served the citizens of 
Lockhart graciously. FF Campbell not only served as a Firefighter at Lockhart, but he served with the City 
of Rockhill, as well. FF Campbell was passionate about what he loved to do most, Firefighting. Every time 
you would see FF Campbell, he would have a big smile. FF Campbell was a light and inspiration for the 
new generation Firefighters. FF Campbell was not only a friend to us, but he was, also, our brother. 
Please remember the family of FF Campbell in your thoughts and prayers, especially for his wife, son and 
daughter. Rest easy, brother. We will take it from here.

“It is a dark day in Lockhart, SC. We are saddened to announce the death of David Campbell. David had a 
smile that was contagious. When David walked into the room, the room was lit with David’s smile. 
David’s dedication to the fire service never goes unnoticed. David Campbell was not only our Brother, 
but he was a Father, as well. Please remember the family of David in your thoughts and prayers. To the 
family of David, we love you and if there is anything you need do not hesitate to contact us.” - Chief 
Brannon

A celebration of Campbell’s life will be held Tuesday at 2 p.m. at Freedom Ministries, at 729 Village Drive 
in Chester, with visitation after the service in the sanctuary. Campbell was survived by his wife, Mandy, 
and their two children, Raelyn and Ryker.


