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1. Voters in the Ballard County city of Barlow and McCracken County's Cecil Precinct have voted 

to allow alcohol sales. McCracken County Clerk Julie Griggs said voters in the Cecil precinct 
voted 67 to 66 Tuesday in favor of allowing alcohol sales. Ballard County Clerk Lynn Lane said 
voters in Barlow also voted in favor of allowing alcohol sales by a margin of 144 to 41. 

 
2. Former McCracken County Judge Executive Van Newberry has died, after being struck by a 

vehicle while riding a bicycle. The McCracken County Sheriff's Department says 60-year-old 
Newberry was traveling south on Old Cairo Road shortly before noon Thursday when an SUV 
driven by 68-year-old Willie G. Holsapple of Paducah hit him. Newberry was pronounced dead 
at Lourdes Hospital. 

 
3. Three juveniles have been charged with vandalizing two Marshall County cemeteries. Officers 

found 55 headstones that had been knocked over and damaged at the Benton Cemetery and the 
Strow Cemetery. The investigation led to three juveniles being charged with 3rd degree 
burglary, 3rd degree criminal mischief and 55 counts of violating graves. 

 
4. Challenger Brandi Harless has defeated incumbent mayoral candidate Gayle Kaler. Harless took 

home the victory by a margin of more than 1600 votes. She received  5,780 votes to Kaler's 
4,174. In an interview on News/Talk 94.3 FM, Harless said she wants to concentrate on making 
sure Paducah is known as a city that is friendly to business. 

 
5. Plans to build a $1 billion enrichment facility in McCracken County that could ultimately create 

more than 1,000 new jobs may be one step closer to becoming a reality. The Department of 
Energy says it has agreed to sell depleted uranium to GE-Hitachi Global Laser Enrichment, 
LLC over a 40-year period. GLE is evaluating plans to build a facility to process the material 
into natural uranium near the Paducah Gaseous Diffusion Plant. The construction and operation 
of the facility could create an estimated 800 to 1,200 jobs. 

 
6. Two teens accused of putting a newborn infant in a dumpster last July have been found guilty of 

1st degree wanton endangerment, 3rd degree criminal abuse and tampering with evidence, but 
have been spared more serious attempted murder charges. A McCracken County jury returned 
the verdict against 18-year-old Trevon Elmore and 16-year-old Casside Cherry Wednesday 
night, after about five hours of deliberations.  

 
7. Ballard County Judge-Executive Vickie Viniard was in court Thursday, facing charges against 

her in an indictment from last month. Viniard appeared in Federal Court before Judge Lanny 
King and plead not guilty to wire fraud, bank fraud and making a false statement on a loan 
application. Regardless of the outcome from the Federal charges, Viniard can stay in her job if 
she wants, drawing a salary and keeping her state retirement, unless the county tries to impeach 
her. If she is found guilty, she automatically loses her elected position and retirement, but if she 
is acquitted, she could stay and face possible impeachment from the county. 

 
8. Residents of Grand Rivers have decided to allow alcohol sales in their city. In a special election 

on Tuesday, voters went to the polls and cast their ballots to decide on a measure to go wet or 
remain dry. Final results with all ballots counted were 107 in favor of going wet, and 89 against. 

  



9. A longtime Paducah retail store has announced it will be closing its doors. KFVS reports a 
spokesperson for Sears Holdings confirmed that the Sears in Paducah will be among the stores 
that will close in 2017. Sears of Paducah is expected to remain open until the middle of March. 
Employees will reportedly receive severance as a result of the closing. They will also have the 
opportunity to apply for open positions at other Sears or Kmart Stores.  

 
10. Ballard County's former treasurer has pleaded guilty for her role in what prosecutors described 

as a scheme to obtain $450,000 in unauthorized bank loans to cover county expenses and 
payroll. Local news outlets report 50-year-old Belinda Foster pleaded guilty Tuesday to one 
count of bank fraud and four counts of wire fraud in a case that also involves charges against 
Ballard County Judge-Executive Vickie Viniard. 

 
 
 
 


