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1. The National Weather Service office in Paducah has confirmed that the tornado in Metropolis 

Wednesday reached EF-1 intensity. Meteorologist Rick Shanklin said the tornado came from the 
southwest of the city along the Ohio River about 1:45 p.m.,  just ahead of the heavy rains. 
Preliminary estimates indicate the tornado contained winds of about 105 miles per hour. 

 
2. Police in western Kentucky are issuing warnings about how people need to be aware of their 

surroundings while using the new game, Pokemon Go, when out and about. The Murray Police 
Department has issued a warning asking people to be aware of their surroundings. The release 
also advised residents not to wander around the city cemetery at night.  

 
3. Texas-based Suntex Marina Investors has announced it is the new owner of Kentucky Dam 

Marina on Kentucky Lake. In addition to new ownership, the marina will also be managed by 
Anchor South Investments of Knoxville a subsidiary of Suntex. The transition became effective 
July 13, according to a news release by the company. Kentucky Dam Marina is the largest 
marina on Kentucky Lake, which in turn is the largest artificial lake (by surface area) east of the 
Mississippi River. The property was built in 1974.  

 
4. A retired law enforcement officer was arrested Friday and faces forgery charges from his old 

job. According to Kentucky State Police, their Vehicle Investigation Section investigated 48-
year-old Anthony J. Graham of Paducah, which led them to obtain a warrant for his arrest on 
Tuesday. Graham was taken into custody on Friday and faces 15 counts of 2nd degree forgery. 
The charges stem from how applications for vehicle titles were completed by Graham when he 
worked for the McCracken County Sheriff's Department. Graham worked for the department 
from 1990 until 2013. The sheriff's department is helping in the investigation.  

 
5. Kentucky State Rep. Jeff Taylor has filed a lawsuit against Greater Paducah Economic 

Development, claiming he was not given equal consideration for an open position with the 
organization. Taylor is a Democrat who represents the Eighth District, which includes parts of 
Christian and Trigg Counties. He applied for the position of vice president for special projects at 
PED last year. In a complaint filed Jan. 6 in U.S. District Court, Taylor alleges that PED passed 
him over for a white candidate with far less experience. 

 
6. The owner of a steel mill in Calvert City has announced it will soon be shutting down the 

facility, leaving 130 workers out of a job. In a press release Wednesday morning, Marshall 
County Judge-Executive Kevin Neal confirmed that Gerdau North America has begun plans to 
idle their steel mill in Calvert City by the end of November.  

 
7. The Paducah City Commission voted Tuesday to renew the contract for City Manager Jeff 

Pederson, and also gave him a raise.Mayor Gayle Kaler said the commission is happy with 
Pederson's job performance. Kaler pointed out to West Kentucky Star that the three-year 
renewal instead of a four-year renewal also takes the city manager's position out of election 
years every four years for the commission and mayor's seats. Pederson also received a five 
percent increase in pay under the new agreement, to a salary that's just under $166,000 a year. 

 
8. A local taxi cab service has been forced to cease operations in Paducah, after getting a letter 

from the city claiming the company was not in compliance with city licensing ordinances. Chiz 



Cabz, Inc. owner Nicole Doran said her company got a letter from Paducah City Manager Jeff 
Pederson on Aug. 31 stating that its license to operate within Paducah city limits was suspended 
for the entire month of September. The letter said two drivers who had been working for the 
company had been previously denied taxi licenses because they had criminal records. 

 
9. LaFarge cement plant in Joppa has determined which employees will be laid off in in coming 

months. One employee told West Kentucky Star he was keeping his job, but approximately 40 
others will lose theirs. The plant opened a second kiln last spring, but it has not been 
continuously running. A company official told WSIL-TV that demand has not been what they 
expected. The employee said he was told layoffs will be effective in December. 

 
10. Paducah police have teamed with professors at Murray State University to undergo training 

focused on cultural awareness and interactions with diverse communities. The Paducah Sun 
reports seven officers completed the Cultural Leadership Academy at MSU last week. The 
educational pilot program spotlights the need for racial and cultural sensitivity training. 

 
 


