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       TWIB continues an all access look at MLB with their behind-the-scenes cameras and wireless microphones. This week the 

Cincinnati Reds were examined. While the Reds were expected to score plenty of runs this season, their pitching was in question. 

Starting pitchers Bronson Arroyo and Aaron Harang, however, got the Reds off to a great start. On a ride to Great America Park with 

Harang, he explained how the Reds’ hot start is due to a change in attitude. Now Cincinnati comes to the stadium expecting to win and 

compete with the St. Louis Cardinals for the division championship. 

       Even with the early season loss of future Hall of Famer, Ken Griffey, Jr., the Reds set a franchise record with 17 wins in April. 

Then, when Griffey returned from the “Disabled List,” he produced both while at bat and in center field to get the Reds going again.   

Educational theme: Philosophical and attitudinal statements are primary in the process of developing goals and objectives for any 

organization, including baseball teams. They give meaning and value to practice and performance. 

Educational theme: Records are informational ways to evaluate performance, activity and achievement. It is an account of athletic 

history collected, written and preserved for future generations.   

 

“Act Two”: This segment featured the “Top 5 Things You Did Not Know About the Reds.” One item was that pitcher Bronson 

Arroyo has a second career as a singer. Bronson’s unique hairstyles are stereotypical of contemporary pop singers.  

       The Reds power hitting line-up contains many sluggers, including Adam Dunn who has hit three tape measure home runs this 

year of more than 450 feet. Adam is the second most productive home run hitter in MLB during the past two years with 103 round 

trippers. 

Educational theme: Entertainment may manifest itself in a variety of ways, such as pitching and singing. Many of the traits of 

successful entertainers are similar to those of athletes, including practice, poise and confidence. 

Educational theme: Power hitting is one of baseball’s five measurable “tools.” Slugging percentage and extra base hits are significant 

components of elite baseball players. 

 

“Pitch, Hit and Run”: This act featured the fundamentals of power pitching so as to help kids develop their game. Power pitchers can 

dominate a game better than anyone else. Power pitchers challenge hitters with fastballs, visualize “staying behind the ball,” generate 

rotational velocity and have smooth mechanics. Additionally, hometown crowds motivate power pitchers when those fans cheer in 

anticipation of a strike out. 

Educational theme: Sports pedagogy involves the biomechanics, theory, strategy, and mental aspects of sport. Children have the 

chance to learn through careful observation and then copy the skill. 

Educational theme: Arm strength is one of the objective measurable baseball “tools.” Power can be improved with better mechanics 

and advanced training. 

 

“Front Row Fans”: This story was about the passion of Ohio baseball fans, including seven former Presidents of the United States.  

In fact, Ohio born President William Howard Taft began the tradition of throwing out the first pitch of the MLB season.  

So many presidents are baseball fans with memorable moments that they have made our national past time a matter of national 

importance.   

Educational theme: Traditions are the passing down of cultural elements from generation to generation. These are time-honored 

customs of a society.  

Educational theme: Moments to remember are remarkable events worth the time one spends to witness them. The time may be a 

brief, indefinite interval, but it has significance and importance.  

 

“How „bout that!”: The famous feature of TWIB again showed this week’s amazing defensive catches, strong throws, a triple play, 

aggressive base running and game-winning home runs. Additionally, TWIB showed New York Yankees shortstop Derek Jeter’s 

2000
th

 hit and the 715
th

 home run hit by San Francisco Giants super star Barry Bonds, who passed the legendary Babe Ruth for second 

place on the career home run list. 

Educational theme:  The beauty and grace and pulsating patterns of athletic movement are the essence of  the artistic value of 

athletics. 

Educational theme: Once learners have meticulously scrutinized elite athletic movements, they can better understand and then mimic 

and perform those actions. Children have a chance to be physically educated through observation and then perform the demonstrated 

motions. 

Educational theme: Historic performances in an athletic career provide much of the tradition of sport that establishes standards to 

measure  achievement, improvement, and goal setting, while creating interest for both fans and participants.  

 

 


