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       Once again TWIB took an all access look. This week they looked at the Baltimore Orioles. Last season, the Orioles 

were in first place for 70 days. This season they are off to a slow start, yet continue to believe they can contend. That 

winning nucleus revolves around All-Stars Miguel Tejada, Melvin Mora and Brian Roberts. In the off season, the Orioles 

added outstanding catcher Ramon Hernandez, the American League leader in stolen bases Corey Patterson and pitching 

coach Leo Mazzone. The Orioles believe they have the right personnel in place to make a second half run at the American 

League East. 

Educational theme: The core is the essence of an organization and the most important part. One method to improve the 

team is through the acquisition of quality personnel. 

 

“Act Two”: This segment took a look at the personalities of the Baltimore Orioles.  It included “The Top Five Things 

You Didn’t Know About The Orioles.”  From the “tarp sliding” of then catcher Rick Dempsey, to the new tattoo of 

pitching coach Leo Mazzone, fun, laughter and entertainment is and always has been a part of the Orioles’ personality. It 

is the medicine for success and team chemistry. 

Educational theme: Major League Baseball is called “the show.” It is not only a competitive sport, but it is also a 

wonderful form of entertainment for players and fans alike. Fun is a primary motivation for participation and attendance. 

It is a valued use of one’s time.   

 

“Pitch, Hit and Run”: This act features the fundamentals of baseball and is designed to help children learn the game. 

Bunting is the topic of the week. Bunting requires much practice, speed and technique. Various plays including “bunting 

for a hit,” sacrifice bunting, and squeeze bunting were demonstrated and explained. 

Educational theme: Sports pedagogy involves the demonstration and explanation of the  athletic skills necessary to 

compete in sport. Pedagogy involves biomechanics, theory, strategy, and the mental aspects of athletics. 

 

“Front Row Fans”: Baltimore fans described Orioles baseball as “excellence” and “tradition,” especially the “Iron Man” 

Cal Ripken. TWIB segued from the “Iron Man” to Superman with “Superman Returns” actor Brandon Routh who 

expressed his love for baseball, calling it a piece of Americana.  Brandon was a Chicago Cubs fan where he learned great 

players are good role models, giving children something in which to believe.  

Educational theme: Spectators have deep devotions to their team, which contributes to the total meaning of baseball in 

the American culture. 

Educational theme: Athletes are highly revered role models, both for good and bad. It is important for children to 

recognize the good role models.  

 

“How „bout that!”: This traditional segment of TWIB is a look at the best plays and the chance to hear the best players.  

It also noted Cincinnati’s Ken Griffey, Jr.’s 548
th
  career home run that tied him for 11

th
 place with Mike Schmidt. TWIB 

also cited the Mets Jose Reyes for hitting for the cycle, which is hitting a single, double, triple and home run in the same 

game. 

Educational theme: The artistic value of sport can be found in the beauty, grace, effort, and rhythmical patterns of 

human athletic movement. 

Educational theme: Once learners have carefully watched the movements of an elite athlete, it can better understood, 

then copied and learned. Children have an opportunity to be physically educated by observing and repeating those 

movements. 

Educational theme: Landmark events in a career are informal ways to evaluate performance, activity and achievement.  

It is an account of athletic history collected, written and preserved for future generations. 
 


