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       TWIB took an all access „behind the scenes‟ look at the New York Yankees and their ballpark as seen through the eyes of the 

band Taking Back Sunday.  The Yankees are a galaxy of all-stars including premier reliever, Mariano Rivera, new Yankee outfielder, 

Johnny Damon, and the veteran, Bernie Williams. The band pondered the sudden change regarding their opinion of Johnny Damon 

from a hated, hairy, Boston Red Sox star to a beloved, clean cut Yankee. The traditional New York Yankee dress code and personal 

appearance requirements were mentioned. By following those rules, Damon‟s appearance has changed from shaggy and unshaven to 

the more corporate look of the Yankees. 

       The New York Yankees are the most successful franchise in MLB history. But winning remains a challenge because they play in 

one of the toughest divisions in baseball, the American League East. However, the mystique of Yankee Stadium makes it seem as if 

anything is possible. Both the Yankees and their fans have learned to never give up.   

Educational theme: The quality of an organization or team is in direct proportion to their commitment to excellence. Great teams are 

like a gathering of eagles, i.e., they are collected one player at a time.  

Educational theme: Dressing for success is a well-established component of successful people. It is a mark of attainment and 

achievement. Holding yourself to a higher standard than anyone else is an attitudinal key. 

Educational theme: Competition is the essence of athletics. Athletes have a desire to be challenged. 

 

“Act Two”: The segment featured a unique look at the team and the stadium. It included the “Top Five Things You Didn‟t Know 

about the Yankees.” Also, the band took a tour of Yankee Stadium, a.k.a, “The House that Ruth Built.”  Tony Morante, Director of 

Stadium Tours, led the band on a sometimes comical and historical trip around the legendary baseball park. They visited “Monument 

Park,” the site of five monuments to Yankee icons and many testimonial plaques to generations of power hitting Yankees. 

Educational theme:  Artists and athletes have much in common so there is a mutual respect for the practice, pressure and limited 

opportunities needed to succeed in the entertainment field. In depth exploration of facilities enhances appreciation. 

Educational theme:  Monuments are symbols of veneration for their enduring historic significance. In this case, athletes are 

recognized for their many achievements on the baseball diamond. 

 

“Pitch, Hit and Run”: This act features the fundamentals of power hitting and is designed to help youngsters develop their game. 

Several MLB players diagnosed the complex components of power hitting. Points of emphasis included generating bat speed, making 

contact out in front of home plate, balance, timing, pitch selection and a good mental plan. 

 

Educational theme: Power hitting is one of the five tools utilized to evaluate baseball talent; therefore, it is critical to learn the 

components of the skill. This was a particularly good explanation and demonstration of power hitting components. 

Educational theme: Sports pedagogy involves the biomechanics, theory, strategy, and mental aspects of sport. Children have the 

opportunity to learn from careful observation and then copy the skill. 

 

“Front Row Fans”: This story featured the electric energy and passion of Yankee fans, including recording artist Fat Joe. As an 

impoverished youngster, Fat Joe often “snuck” into Yankee Stadium, where he didn‟t expect the Yankees to lose. Even now, Fat Joe 

still feels that way. 

Educational theme: Fans have deep and lasting emotions which lead to a healthy passion.  This  often gives purpose to life and 

contributes to the significance of baseball for the American civilization. 

 

“How „bout that!”: The classic feature again showed this week‟s great plays, defensive gems, violent collisions at home plate, 

monster home runs, game winning home runs and amazing plays taking away base hits. 

Educational theme: The beauty, grace and rhythmic patterns of human movement create the artistic value of sport. 

Educational theme: Once learners have carefully observed elite athletic movement, it can better be comprehended, and then copied 

and performed. Children have an opportunity to be physically educated by watching and then emulating those demonstrated athletic 

movements. 

 

 


