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 TALK RADIO:  THE VOICE OF BLACK AMERICA 

Talk radio host Michael Baisden says African Americans listeners continue to discuss the events surrounding 

the Hurricane Katrina disaster on program hosted by James Brown. 

 

(Washington, D.C.)  This week, America’s Black Forum looks at how African Americans and White 

Americans have very different views of the events surrounding the Hurricane Katrina disaster.  Recent polls 

show that more Blacks than Whites were dissatisfied with the president’s initial response to the disaster. 

“They are upset with everybody,” says talk radio host Michael Baisden of  “The Michael Baisden 

Show,” referring to his listeners. “They’re upset with the mayor, the governor and the president. There was 

enough blame to go around.”  

 

When questioned by host James Brown about the reasons for the anger in the African American 

community, Baisden responded, “For them it was race.  Their attitude is, if this was a middle class, White 

group of people there’s no way they would have gone without water.”  Guest commentator and attorney, 

Jack Burkman disagreed with the Black community’s perception that race was the issue.  “I have never 

heard anything more ridiculous than a discussion of race in the context of a New Orleans storm,” 

Burkman said.  Syndicated columnist Deborah Mathis countered, “Nobody is accusing Katrina of being 

racist.”  She goes on to suggest that people who believe race was a factor also believe that the president and 

former FEMA director, Michael Brown, are the racists. 

 

Baisden said his personal opinion is that the lack of response had more to do with poverty than race.  

“However, he said, “if you ask any person, even a Caucasian person, if those were middle class white 

people in that dome and there was no water or medication would they have gotten it to them I think that 

everybody would say that somehow at least that aspect of it would have happened.”   

 

America’s Black Forum is seen on over 100 television stations across the country and on the TV One cable 

network. Juan Williams of Fox News Sunday and James Brown of Fox NFL Sunday host the program. 

Commentators, including former White House correspondent Deborah Mathis and NAACP Chairman 

Julian Bond, join the hosts.   Supervising producer is Byron Lewis, Jr.  Jaci Clark is senior producer. 

 

In Washington, D.C., America’s Black Forum is presented Mondays on WUSA/Ch. 9 at 1:30 a.m., ET. In 

Los Angeles, it airs Sunday on KCAL/Ch. 9 at 1:30 p.m., PT.  In New York, the program airs Sunday on 

WABC/Ch.7 at 1:00 p.m., ET.  For other markets, please check local listings for exact air times and dates. 
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