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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 

THE MISEDUCATION OF BLACK CHILDREN 
Educators Jonathan Kozol and Rev. Floyd Flake discuss the failure of school desegregation and its impact on 

education on program hosted by Juan Williams. 

 

(Washington, D.C. )  This week on America’s Black Forum, a panel of educators discuss the relationship 

between segregated schools and quality education.  Jonathan Kozol, author of  The Shame of A Nation 

says that segregation of Black children has reverted to a level that this country has not seen since 1968.  

“It‟s not just sort of segregated, its absolute.  I go to schools with Black and Latino kids and I never see a 

White child.”  When host, Juan Williams questioned whether increased segregation has caused an 

achievement gap between black and white children, Rev. Floyd Flake, pastor and founder of The 

Greater Allen Christian School, responded, “There are issues of expectations.  Even in the suburbs they 

look at the face of a Black child and they dare to think that child, even in a middle-class environment, does 

not have the proper support system to be competitive enough to be able to reach a level that is equal to a 

White child.”  Kozol disagreed, saying, “That‟s grossly inaccurate.” 

 

Juan Williams also raised the issue of adult illiteracy referring to the recent confession by American Idol 

winner Fantasia that when she graduated from high school she could not read.  “Is that what‟s going on in 

public schools for Black children?” Roland Martin, executive editor of The Chicago Defender 

responded, “Absolutely! I think part of the problem for us as African Americans is that we are not mad, 

stupid, crazy about education.”  He clarified: “We‟re not looking at the pre-Brown parents.  Those are the 

parents who said, „I may not be able to read, but I‟ll be damned if you‟re going to go through society not 

being able to read.‟  

 

America’s Black Forum is seen on over 100 television stations across the country and on the TV One cable 

network. Juan Williams of Fox News Sunday and James Brown of Fox NFL Sunday host the program. 

Guest commentators this week are Roland Martin, executive editor of The Chicago Defender and 

Deborah Simmons, deputy editorial page editor of the Washington Times. Supervising producer is 

Byron Lewis, Jr.  Jaci Clark is senior producer. 

 

In Washington, D.C., America’s Black Forum is presented Sundays on WUSA/Ch. 9 at 2:05 a.m., ET. In 

Los Angeles, it airs Sundays on KCAL/Ch. 9 at 1:30 p.m., PT.  In New York, the program airs Sunday on 

WABC/Ch.7 at 1:00 p.m., ET, and Tues./Wed. at 10 p.m. on WVVH. For other markets, please check local 

listings for exact air times and dates.
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