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VIA E-MAIL 

April 13, 2018 
 

Attention: Station Manager  

 

Dear Station Manager: 

 

It has come to our attention that your station is currently airing a 

demonstrably false commercial paid for by Taylor Estruth for Ohio and titled 

“Voting”.  The commercial contains a series of deliberate falsehoods about Mike 

DeWine and his record of public service, some of the most significant of which are 

as follows. 

 

First, without including any supporting citation or factual basis, the 

commercial claims that Mike DeWine “supported taxpayer-funded benefits for 

illegals.” However, illegal immigrants have never been allowed to receive benefits 

under any existing, previous, or proposed legislation by Mike DeWine. The 

commercial seems to echo previous claims made by the Taylor Estruth Committee 

regarding a 2006 Social Security bill and a procedural vote related to a motion to 

table an amendment which involved the treatment of past payroll taxes paid by 

lawful residents of the United States under the comprehensive bill which, in fact, 

never passed.
1
 The truth is that Mike DeWine never voted to “support taxpayer-

funded benefits to illegals.”  

 

Second, the claim that Mike DeWine gave illegal immigrants driver’s 

licenses is also completely false.  The issuance of a driver’s license in Ohio is 

statutorily controlled by the Ohio Department of Public Safety, a cabinet level 

agency under the direction and control of the Governor and Lt. Governor.  The 

Attorney General has no legal authority to give anyone a driver’s license.  Mike 

DeWine did send responses to a number of constituents who asked about a change 

in federal law and how that change impacted the existing state licensure 

requirements.
2
 As Attorney General, Mr. DeWine explained that because of the 

change in federal law, some individuals might be eligible to get a driver’s license if 

they met exiting state statutory requirements. The letters point out that the Attorney 

General has no authority to vote on or introduce legislation. Claiming that Mike 

DeWine gave illegal immigrants driver’s licenses is not only false, it intentionally 

disseminates a fundamental falsehood as to which state agency actually does give 

driver’s licenses.   

 

Third, the commercial’s claim that Mike DeWine ignored “the threat of 

sanctuary cities” is similarly unsupported and false. DeWine has supported the 

President and his Executive Order punishing illegal sanctuary cities. In fact, Mike 

                                                      
1
 S. 2611;  https://www.congress.gov/bill/109th-congress/senate-bill/2611 

2
 See attached. 



 

 

 

DeWine has filed several pleading in various court cases defending the President and his 

administration’s lawsuit against sanctuary cities.
3
  The commercial provides no background information 

or support for its claim, but in light of the above, it seems clear that no such support exists.  

  

As an FCC licensee, you have a responsibility to exercise independent editorial judgment to 

oversee and protect the integrity of the American marketplace of ideas, and to avoid broadcasting 

deliberate lies and falsehoods. Such obligations must be taken seriously and we urge you to immediately 

cease and desist the broadcast of this advertisement. Your station has a duty to protect the public from 

such false, misleading or deceptive advertising.  License Responsibility With Respect to the Broadcast 

of False, Misleading or Deceptive Advertising, 74 F.C.C.2d 623 (1961).  

 

A media source “cannot escape liability for deliberate, intentional, or wanton misrepresentation” 

even in a paid commercial advertisement.  Amann v. Clear Channel Communs., Inc., 2006-Ohio-714, ¶ 

14, 165 Ohio App. 3d 291, 296, 846 N.E.2d 95, 99.  See also, Cosmopolitan Broad. Corp. v. FCC, 581 

F.2d 917, 927 (D.C. Cir. 1978).  DeWine-Husted for Ohio asks that this station act responsibly and 

refrain from airing this commercial.  The malicious spreading of falsehoods and misleading implications 

does nothing to enhance public debate.  

 

If you have any questions regarding this matter, please do not hesitate to contact me. 

 

      Sincerely, 

 
Maria J. Armstrong 

 

 

 

                                                      
3
Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals – San Francisco v. Donald J. Trump; and Northern California District Court – San Francisco 

v. Donald J. Trump  

https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/VPl7COYJw7hAVk42CRpq7W
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/xsK8CPN6x1h4YnM5f954Jt
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/xsK8CPN6x1h4YnM5f954Jt


 

 

 

 
 

 


