
WYMT-TV, HAZARD, KENTUCKY
QUARTERLY ISSUES/PROGRAM REPORT
FOURTH QUARTER, 2016
OCTOBER THROUGH DECEMBER, 2016

During this quarter, WYMT-TV gave particular attention to the following issues.  These 
issues are not listed in order of importance and it should be noted that the station may 
have also aired other programming to meet community needs.

This report was placed in the Public Inspection File on January 2, 2017.
ISSUE:  HEALTH/ETHICAL CONCERNS

PROGRAM DATE PRG 
START
TIME 

SEGMENT 
LENGTH

TYPE DESCRIPTION

Mountain News at 
11

10-1-16 11pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: It’s a problem across the nation, but it’s hit hard in 
Kentucky. Drug users have been overdosing at a rate 
not seen in years. Today at UK Hospital, a special 
training session focused on ending the opioid drug 
epidemic. We interviewed people involved with the 
training.

Mountain News at 
11

10-4-16 11pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Federal officials approved Governor Matt Bevin’s 
plan to dismantle the state health exchange. After 
November 1st, people will only be able to use the federal 
health exchange to find coverage. We did a follow-up on 
this the next day.

Mountain News 
This Morning

10-7-16 6am 45 seconds Newscast Topic: The 6th annual Light the Night event was held in 
Pikeville. Light the Night is a fundraising event for 
leukemia and lymphoma research and provides support 
for those battling cancer. We talked to an organizer and 
some of those participating.

Mountain News at 
6

10-15-16 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: It’s the number one genetic cause of death for 
infants… spinal muscular atrophy. It’s a disease that 
affects the motor nerve cells in the spinal cord… talking 
away the ability to walk, eat or breathe. We interviewed 
a family dealing with the disease.

Mountain News at 
11

10-17-16 11pm 45 seconds Newscast Topic: A group of women in Perry County meet once a 
month to sew blankets and knit hats for newborn babies. 
Volunteers say they make around 30 blankets a day and 
deliver the packages to ARH. We interviewed some of 
those participating.

Mountain News 
This Morning

10-20-16 5am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: While access to dental care has increased in the 
state in the past 15 years, a new report finds that 
Kentucky kids are facing urgent dental needs. It says 
nearly half of third through sixth graders in Kentucky 
have untreated cavities.

Mountain News 
This Morning

10-21-16 6am 45 seconds Newscast Topic: The Eula Hall Health Clinic received a large 
donation. The Stumbo Foundation presented Hall with a 
$50,000 check. Hall started the clinic in 1973 and says 
the money will be a big help in growing the food pantry.

Mountain News at 
11

10-22-16 11pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Hundreds came to the Quicksand Fire 
Department in Breathitt County to raise money for the 
family of 5 year old Colton Ritchie. Within the past two 
weeks, doctors diagnosed Colton with an inoperable and 
cancerous brain tumor. We interviewed a family member 
and others trying to help the family.

Mountain News at 10-24-16 11pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: For those who shop for healthcare through the 



11 federal government, you might have to dig deeper into 
your wallets. The Obama administration announced 
premiums for some plans will increase an average of 25 
percent.

Mountain News 
This Morning

11-1-16 5am 45 seconds Newscast Topic: Harlan ARH hospital was recognized by the 
Kentucky Department for Public Health as the state’s 
18th trauma center. We interviewed a hospital official.

Mountain News 
First at 4

11-1-16 4pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Expect higher prices and fewer choices if you’re 
planning to shop for health insurance on the federal 
exchange during the open enrollment period. It’s the first 
time Kentuckians will use the federal website instead of 
kynect, which was operated by the state and Governor 
Bevin dismantled.

Mountain News at 
6

11-15-16 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Appalachian Regional Healthcare officials say no 
patient information was compromised after a cyberattack 
in August. For the first time, hospital officials gave us 
some insight into the hack that shut down hospital 
computers for weeks.

Mountain News at 
11

12-25-16 11pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: We told you about Krystal Combs this past 
summer when she and her mother packed up and left 
Perry County for Miami, in hopes of receiving an 
intestinal organ transplant. Just before Christmas, she 
got her transplant and she’s doing well. 

Mountain News 
This Morning

12-27-16 6am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Former WYMT weatherman Brandon Robinson 
had a tumor successfully removed from his head. We 
kept folks updated on his condition.

ISSUE:  CRIME/LEGAL/SAFETY CONCERNS

PROGRAM DATE PRG 
START
TIME 

SEGMENT 
LENGTH

TYPE DESCRIPTION

Mountain News 
This Morning

10-2-16 8am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Police say they believe Perry County Central 
High School is safe, after a student allegedly made 
threatening comments about a shooting. The juvenile 
was arrested. We did a follow-up on this with the latest 
information the next day.

Mountain News at 
6

10-2-16 6pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: A fire in Yerkes in Perry County damaged the 
post office and a connected convenience store. 
Investigators are trying to figure out how it started. We 
did a follow-up on this the next day.

Mountain News at 
11

10-2-16 11pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: As Halloween approaches, the concern over 
creepy clown sightings is growing here and across the 
country. 

Mountain News 
This Morning

10-3-16 5am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Laurel County sheriff’s deputies arrested three 
people after a car crashed into a furniture store. They 
say the driver, Kenneth Welch, was drunk.

Mountain News at 
6

10-3-16 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Police say a Harlan County man stole several 
items from a women in an armed robbery over the 
weekend. William Saylor is now behind bars, facing 
robbery and drug charges. We interviewed police.

Mountain News at 
11

10-3-16 11pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Two inmates who escaped from custody in 
Letcher County were captured outside of Kentucky. 
Officials say Stephen Moore and Nathaniel Haney were 
arrested in Alabama and North Carolina.



Mountain News at 
6

10-4-16 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: A frightening wake up call for two people in Laurel 
County when a truck crashed into their home, barely 
missing them. Police later arrested the driver of the 
truck, Israel Miller, because they say he was on meth at 
the time. We interviewed a deputy and folks that were 
inside the home at the time of the crash.

Mountain News 
This Morning

10-5-16 5am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: A southern Kentucky man is in jail after police say 
he was found with a missing child. George Meadors is 
charged with unlawful transaction with a minor. 
Williamsburg police say someone called about Meadors 
and a missing child driving into the city.

Mountain News 
First at 4

10-5-16 4pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Former coal executive Don Blankenship declared 
himself an “American political prisoner.” On his blog, 
Blankenship blames others for the 201 Upper Big 
Branch mine explosion that killed 29 men. He is now 
serving a one year sentence in a California federal 
prison.

Mountain News at 
6

10-6-16 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Police claim he put them in danger. They arrested 
a man they say led them on a chase and tried to hit 
some of the police officers with his truck. 24 year old 
Brandon Stinnett now faces multiple charges following 
the chase in Whitley County. We interviewed the police 
chief. 

Mountain News at 
11

10-6-16 11pm 45 seconds Newscast Topic: In August we told you about the arrest of Clay 
County Judge Executive Joe Asher and road foreman 
Bufford Jarvis. Yesterday, the sheriff opened a new 
investigation revolving around money Jarvis allegedly 
handed over to Asher. We interviewed the sheriff.

Mountain News at 
6

10-7-16 6pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: A former Lynch police chief admits he was a 
cocaine dealer in Harlan County. Jackie Stewart 
pleaded guilty in London Federal Court. Sentencing is 
set for February.

Mountain News at 
11

10-7-16 11pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Shawn Tigue will serve life in prison with no 
possibility of parole. A Bell County jury found him guilty 
of murder. He killed Bertha Bradshaw in 2003. 
Prosecutors were seeking the death penalty.

Mountain News 
This Morning

10-9-16 8am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: London police are searching for a person of 
interest involved in a death investigation. 62 year old 
Donnie Stone was found dead at his home. Police 
believe 35 year old John Stricker of London may be 
involved in his death. We did a follow-up on this later in 
the day.

Mountain News at 
6

10-9-16 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Martin County sheriff’s deputies are looking for a 
person of interest after an overnight copper theft. 
Deputies have already made one arrest… and more are 
expected. 

Mountain News 
This Morning

10-10-16 5am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Officials in Breathitt County are searching for a 
man they believe stole from a business in Jackson. 
Security footage shows him in a tractor supply store 
where police believe he stole a generator.

Mountain News at 
6

10-10-16 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: A small child was found wandering down a Harlan 
County road alone. Police arrested TJ Tackett and 
Sydney Sheppard. They were supposed to be watching 
the child.

Mountain News at 
11

10-10-16 11pm 45 seconds Newscast Topic: A Letcher County family is asking for your help in 
solving the murder of their loved one. Police say Michael 
Lowe was stabbed to death. We interviewed family 
members.

Mountain News 
This Morning

10-11-16 6am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: We now know the trial date for a trio of Floyd 
County murder suspects. Police say Floyd Junior 



Sexton, Jennifer Jernigan and John Tate Maggard were 
involved in the murder of Bill Russell Collins in 2014. 
The trial is set to start January 30th.

Mountain News at 
11

10-11-16 11pm 45 seconds Newscast Topic: A murder suspect is on the run after a mistake led 
to his release. Terrance Moore Jr. is facing charges after 
Louisville police say he and his brother shot and killed 
Tyrone Booker Jr. in March. He was in custody at the 
Pike County Detention Center and was supposed to stay 
there until his court appearance yesterday, but he was 
released on September 30th.

Mountain News 
This Morning

10-12-16 6am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Police need your help finding the person 
responsible for a Perry County post office fire. 
Investigators released video of the arsonist.

Mountain News at 
6

10-12-16 6pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Police need your help finding a missing Magoffin 
County man. State troopers say Scotty Lee Standifer 
was staying in the Happy community of Perry County. 
Family members have not heard from him since August 
28th.

Mountain News at 
11

10-12-16 11pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: State police say a man stole from Red Bird 
Mission in Clay County. They arrested Robert Lawson 
on a burglary charge.

Mountain News at 
6

10-13-16 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: A well known southern Kentucky businessman is 
fighting for his life. Police say someone shot him multiple 
times in Corbin. The man’s wife was also injured. We 
continued to follow-up on this in the days ahead.

Mountain News at 
11

10-13-16 11pm Various Newscast Topic: We had updates on a deadly crash in Laurel 
County and profiled the victims of a triple fatal crash in 
Bell County. There was another triple fatal crash just a 
few days later in Perry County.

Mountain News 
This Morning

10-14-16 6am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Police say a state trooper shot and killed a man in 
Rowan County. Police say Matthew Brewer pointed a 
gun at them when they went to his home to serve a 
warrant.

Mountain News at 
6

10-14-16 6pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: A grand jury indicted a man after police say he 
stole his mother’s car and led them on a chase. 
Documents show Donald Fox took his mother’s car 
without her permission. Later, he ended up crashing the 
car on US 25E, hitting two other cars. He took off on foot 
but police chased him down and arrested him.

Mountain News at 
11

10-14-16 11pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: A federal grand jury has indicted two men in 
connection with a string of overdoses. Investigators say 
Travis Clark of Cincinnati and Matthew Bowman of 
Morehead distributed carfentanil to folks throughout the 
area and it led to seven overdoses.

Mountain News 
This Morning

10-15-16 7am 45 seconds Newscast Topic: A former Magoffin County school employee is 
facing multiple charges, including sexual abuse. State 
police say Dennis Bays exposed himself, inappropriately 
touched and sent sexually explicit messages to a female 
student. 

Mountain News 
This Morning

10-16-16 8am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: 15 people were arrested after a crystal meth 
investigation in Bell County. Deputies say all 15 have 
been prosecuted in federal court.

Mountain News at 
6, 11

10-16-16 6pm
11pm

Various Newscasts Topic: Lexington police were investigating the shooting 
death of Trinity Gay, who was on the track team at 
Lafayette High School. Gay was the daughter of 
Olympic track star Tyson Gay. Three people were 
arrested in connection with the teen’s shooting. We 
continued to follow this story in the days ahead.

Mountain News 
First at 4

10-17-16 4pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Police in McCreary County are investigating after 
a man’s body was discovered at the bottom of a cliff. 



The body has not been identified and police have not 
said how he died. We interviewed a witness.

Mountain News at 
6

10-17-16 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: An undercover investigation leads to a drug bust 
in Perry County. Police found a slew of drugs, cash and 
firearms inside a home in Combs. One man was 
arrested. We interviewed police.

Mountain News 
This Morning

10-18-16 6am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: A state trooper arrested a man after he found 
marijuana, scales and more than five pounds of 
marijuana brownies in his car. Joseph Wagers told the 
trooper he was on his way to the Kay Jay community to 
sell the marijuana.

Mountain News 
First at 4

10-18-16 4pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Police are investigating counterfeit money being 
passed in Whitley County. We interviewed the sheriff.

Mountain News at 
11

10-18-16 11pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: A Laurel County grand jury will hear a stabbing 
case. Police say Karole Blanton stabbed her husband 
with a steak knife one week ago. She faces an assault 
charge.

Mountain News 
This Morning

10-19-16 5am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: An Eastern Kentucky business owner admits to 
bribing Paintsville mayor Bob Porter to get work for his 
company. Eulas Crace pleaded guilty to one charge of 
bribing a public official.

Mountain News at 
11

10-19-16 11pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: A Laurel County man is behind bars after 
deputies say he crashed his car into a house. Deputies 
say John Paul Sizemore admitted to smoking marijuana 
and was arrested. We did a follow-up on this the next 
day and interviewed a deputy and Sizemore from jail.

Mountain News 
First at 4

10-20-16 4pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: A peace walk will take place tonight to call to an 
end to gun violence in Lexington. The march comes just 
days after the shooting death of 15 year old Trinity Gay.

Mountain News at 
11

10-21-16 11pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: A Laurel County man is behind bars after sheriff’s 
deputies say he tried to kill his father-in-law. They say 
the victim’s son in law, Shane Anders, tried to choke him 
to death with an oxygen machine cord and pour bleach 
down his throat. We interviewed a deputy.

Mountain News 
This Morning

10-22-16 7am 45 seconds Newscast Topic: Two Knox County inmates ran away while they 
were helping unload the jail’s food truck deliveries. 
Authorities say they’re doing everything they can to find 
John Gray and Tommy Witt. We interviewed police and 
continued to follow this.

Mountain News at 
6

10-22-16 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: A Pike County church was burglarized but the 
stolen items were recovered just hours after the 
burglary. One person was arrested. We interviewed the 
sheriff and the pastor.

Mountain News 
This Morning

10-23-16 8am 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: A man wanted for the murders of a Laurel County 
couple was arrested in Clay County. Manchester police 
arrested 24 year old Christian Roberts. Roberts is 
wanted for the murders of Donnie and Sharon Jackson 
in March of 2015. We interviewed neighbors.

Mountain News at 
11

10-23-16 11pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: The Brimstone haunted house has been a 
Halloween favorite in Whitesburg for years. This year 
was the final year for the charity event, but organizers 
faced several obstacles after vandals targeted their 
building multiple times.

Mountain News at 
6

10-24-16 5am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Deputies in Laurel County arrested a man outside 
the Laurel County Judicial Center for shouting in the 
courtroom. He allegedly threatened to kill someone after 
he refused to leave and deputies took him into custody.

Mountain News 
This Morning

10-24-16 6am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Kentucky State Police and the London Police 
Department posted a picture with almost 88 pounds of 
medications turned in through the Drug Take Back Day. 



It was the second largest “take back” day in Laurel 
County history. KSP set up medication drop boxes 
across the state for left-over medications.

Mountain News at 
6

10-24-16 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Police hope security video will lead to an arrest in 
a counterfeit cash case. We talked to the sheriff and 
showed the video.

Mountain News at 
6

10-25-16 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Investigators say someone shot a dog with an 
arrow and left it to die along a Laurel County road. Some 
animal welfare groups are now looking into this.

Mountain News 
This Morning

10-26-16 5am 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: A Cordia High School student is accused of 
having drugs at school and trying to attack the principal. 
Brendan Neice faces several drug and other charges. 
We interviewed the principal.

Mountain News 
First at 4

10-26-16 4pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: An argument turned violent at a Laurel County 
home. Investigators say a man shot his girlfriend five 
times… leaving her with serious injuries. 48 year old 
Michael Johnson was charged with attempted murder 
and wanton endangerment. 

Mountain News 
This Morning

10-28-16 6am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: A judge set a December trial date for a Knox 
County magistrate. A federal grand jury indicted 
magistrate Jerry “Rabbit” Cox on one count of 
misapplying public property. The trial is set for 
December 27th.

Mountain News at 
6

10-28-16 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: An 81 year old man is accused of sex crimes. 
Jenkins police arrested Russell Belcher in connection 
with a sexual assault. They say the victim was a 50 year 
old woman. It happened in Jenkins. We interviewed the 
police chief and a resident.

Mountain News 
This Morning

10-29-16 7am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: State police in Morehead are investigating after a 
Three Forks Regional Detention Center inmate escaped 
custody. Officials say 42 year old Billy Shepherd walked 
away from work release in Wolfe County. 

Mountain News at 
6

10-30-16 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Harlan County leaders are asking for help finding 
those responsible for vandalizing the park at Highsplint 
Lake. The vandals stole the top off a table and pushed a 
porta-potty down a hill. We interviewed a magistrate and 
others that use the park.

Mountain News at 
11

10-30-16 11pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: The Powell County coroner says a man was shot 
in his car. He says a bullet went through the windshield 
and killed David Rogers. We continued to update this 
story.

Mountain News 
This Morning

10-31-16 6am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: EKU police have arrested four people in 
connection to a burglary on campus. Police say 
someone tried to break into the Grand Campus 
Apartments with a gun.

Mountain News at 
6

10-31-16 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: The Hazard Police Department is asking for your 
help identifying two people who robbed a Dollar General 
in Hazard. We interviewed police. We did a follow-up 
later in the week when an arrest was made.

Mountain News at 
6

11-2-16 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Police need your help finding a pair of inmates 
that went on the run. Officials say Melvin Garland and 
Justin Arnett broke out of jail. We talked to some folks 
who live nearby who had no idea this had happened. 
We followed up later in the week when one of the 
suspects turned himself in.

Mountain News at 
11

11-2-16 11pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: A judge sentenced a Powell County pastor who 
police say sexually abused two children. Steve Williams 
was a pastor at the Bowen First Church of God.

Mountain News at 
6

11-3-16 6pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: One Perry County man faces an attempted 
murder of a police officer charge. Troopers say Joshua 



Neace shot at them when they arrived.
Mountain News 
First at 4

11-4-16 4pm 45 seconds Newscast Topic: One year ago today… Richmond police officer 
Daniel Ellis was shot in the line of duty. Family, friends 
and co-workers gathered at the Richmond Police 
Department for a moment of silence.

Mountain News at 
6

11-4-16 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: One family in Laurel County is out thousands of 
dollars after a fire at their tobacco farm. Officials say it 
was no accident. We talked to the family.

Mountain News 
This Morning

11-5-16 7am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Former Harlan County sheriff Marvin Lipfird faces 
federal charges. Prosecutors say he stole from county 
government. They claim Lipfird took thousands of dollars 
worth of funds, good and services during his time as 
sheriff… and sought reimbursement for numerous 
personal expenses including food, alcohol and a dating 
website subscription.

Mountain News at 
7

11-5-16 7pm 1Min 30 Sec Newscast Topic: A Southern Kentucky man is recovering after the 
sheriff says she was dragged down a Whitley County 
road. Officials say the driver was just trying to help the 
woman, who was stuck alongside Highway 92. We 
interviewed the sheriff.

Mountain News 
This Morning

11-6-16 8am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Hazard police officers arrested four people after a 
lengthy narcotics investigation. The bust happened in 
the Combs area, where police previously searched and 
found large amounts of cash and drugs.

Mountain News 
This Morning

11-11-16 5am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: A former deputy jailer at the Kentucky River 
Regional Jail in Hazard pleaded guilty to beating an 
inmate that later died. Damon Hickman faces up to 40 
years in prison.

Mountain News 
First at 4

11-11-16 4pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: We have an update on a woman accused of 
being drunk and hitting and killing two pedestrians with 
her car over Halloween weekend. We’ve learned 
Suzanne Whitlow is in the Fayette County jail. Whitlow 
was in the hospital for days after the crash that killed UK 
employee Timothy Moore and Louisville Metro Police 
Detective Jason Schweitzer. 

Mountain News at 
11

11-11-16 11pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Security footage helped deputies make an arrest 
in a recent Floyd County burglary. A camera caught a 
white Ford Expedition on video leaving the scene of a 
burglary in Betsy Layne. Police arrested Mark Reed and 
charged him in connection with the burglary. 

Mountain News 
This Morning

11-12-16 7am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: A federal judge pushed back the sentencing of 
Perry County doctor James “Ace” Chaney. He was 
expected to learn his punishment next week. His 
sentencing is now set for February 7th. 

Mountain News 
This Morning

11-14-16 5am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: After nearly two weeks, an escaped inmate is 
back behind bars. Melvin Scott Garland and Justin 
Arnett climbed through the ceiling of their cell at the Big 
Sandy Regional Detention Center… and managed to get 
to the roof to escape. Manchester Police arrested Arnett 
while responding to a domestic disturbance call. Garland 
had already turned himself in.

Mountain News at 
11

11-15-16 11pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Somerset police arrested two fugitives from Ohio 
after a high speed chase. Police say Jerry Morgan and 
Ashleigh Thomas were wanted for theft.

Mountain News at 
6

11-17-16 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Former Harlan County Sheriff Marvin Lipfird 
appeared in federal court. A grand jury indicted him for 
misappropriating tens of thousands of dollars. We had 
the details of today’s hearing.

Mountain News at 
11

11-17-16 11pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Reports of a woman being assaulted and held 
against her will in Knox County have led to the arrest of 



two men. Barbourville police say when they went to 
investigate, they found 13 grams of meth at the home of 
Steven Smith. Both Smith and Aaron Baker are facing 
several drug-related charges. 

Mountain News 
This Morning

11-18-16 5am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: A former Bell County hospital employee faces 
160 charges in connection with stolen drugs. Police say 
Jody Moore, a former registered nurse at Pineville 
Community Hospital, took the drugs between August 
10th and September of this year.

Mountain News 
This Morning

11-20-16 8am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Officials in Pulaski County arrested a man in 
connection with an armed robbery at a convenience 
store. Police say someone robbed the Midtown Express 
Mart on US 27 at gunpoint.

Mountain News at 
6

11-21-16 6pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: State police have started an investigation into a 
man’s body found during the weekend. A deer hunter 
made the discovery in Clay County. A deputy coroner 
says there were so signs of lethal trauma. We did a 
follow-up on this at 11 with more information and 
interviews with the deputy coroner and neighbors.

Mountain News at 
6

11-22-16 6pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: A Southern Kentucky woman faces an attempted 
murder charge. Deputies arrested Patricia McKee. They 
say she stabbed Amanda Ottinger during a fight.

Mountain News at 
4, 6

11-23-16 4pm
6pm

1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Thanksgiving is one of the busiest travel holidays 
of the year and this one could be busier than years past. 
Triple-A estimates there will be more people traveling 
this Thanksgiving weekend than in any other in nearly a 
decade. We rode with state police along I-75 to see 
what they’re watching for.

Mountain News at 
6

11-23-16 6pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: A Whitley County grand jury indicted a woman on 
abuse of public trust, among other charges. Police say 
Leigh Burke stole thousands of dollars from the Whitley 
County school system.

Mountain News at 
6

11-24-16 6pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Deputies are searching for a suspect after they 
say he kidnapped, assaulted and raped a woman. They 
say employees at the Liberty gas station in Lily heard a 
woman screaming and when deputies arrived, they 
found the woman tied up in the back of a van. We did a 
follow-up on this the next day.

Mountain News at 
11

11-24-16 11pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Louisville police are investigating a Thanksgiving 
shooting during an annual football tournament. Six 
people were shot and two of them died.

Mountain News at 
6

11-25-16 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: A fight at a Pulaski County store caused a scare 
for shoppers Thanksgiving night. Somerset police say 
one of the men involved in a fight at the Somerset Mall 
had a gun. We interviewed police. 

Mountain News at 
11

11-25-16 11pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Laurel County sheriff’s deputies say a Laurel 
County man assaulted his wife and took their 
Thanksgiving meal. Deputies say 64 year old Emanuel 
Bowling allegedly assaulted his wife, stole her cell 
phone and the food to take to his home to feed his 
girlfriend.

Mountain News 
This Morning

11-26-16 7am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: A Clay County man a jury found guilty of 
manslaughter will learn his punishment next month. 
Danny Stewart originally faced a murder charge. In 
October, 2012, he shot and killed Carl House inside a 
home on Ben House Road.

Mountain News at 
11

11-26-16 11pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: On Thanksgiving weekend of 2010, well known 
Hazard businessman Roy Campbell and his wife Wanda 
were found shot to death inside their Perry County 
home. Since then, the holidays have never been the 



same for their family. We talked to Wanda’s daughter 
about the unsolved double murder.

Mountain News 
This Morning

11-27-16 8am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Whitley County sheriff’s deputies arrested three 
people on Thanksgiving after finding a truck reported 
stolen out of Tennessee. Police say they found the 
Chevy Silverado at a home in Corbin along with Tony 
Cinnamon, Brandon Hill and Nikki Fairchild.

Mountain News at 
6

11-27-16 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Many folks probably started their Christmas 
shopping this weekend. But police warn, as lines 
increase in the stores, so does criminal activity. We 
talked to police about what you can do to keep your gifts 
safe.

Mountain News 
This Morning

11-28-16 5am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Four people are facing drug charges in Laurel 
County after deputies found an active meth lab. 

Mountain News at 
6

11-28-16 6pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Police are on the lookout for a person of interest 
in a Wise County, Virginia murder case. Investigators 
believe Eric Monroe Jones may know something about 
the shooting death of Janina Jefferson.

Mountain News at 
6

11-29-16 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: One Knott County family is staying in a hotel for 
fear of a potential mine blowout. Officials shut down part 
of Kentucky 550 in Knott County. We interviewed 
transportation officials and the family affected.

Mountain News at 
11

11-29-16 11pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: A Knox County man will spend 105 days in jail. A 
judge sentenced Dustin Williams. He was driving in 
June, 2015 when two girls were thrown from his truck.

Mountain News 
First at 4

11-30-16 4pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: A school bus in Perry County carrying 20 
students collided with a car on North Main Street in 
Hazard, sending several students to the Hazard ARH to 
be checked out. The driver of the car was arrested on a 
warrant. We interviewed police and a concerned driver.

Mountain News at 
11

11-30-16 11pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Police are still searching for a man they say 
robbed a Laurel County gas station. A clerk says a man 
armed with a gun demanded money from the cashier 
and then forced her into a freezer.

Mountain News 
This Morning

12-1-16 5am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Police are still looking for a suspect in a Wise 
County, Virginia murder case. Investigators believe Eric 
Monroe Jones is connected to the shooting death of 
Janina Jefferson.

Mountain News 
First at 4

12-1-16 4pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: After searching for more than a week, family and 
friends of a missing Letcher County man finally have 
some answers. The body of Charles Fields was found 
along Route 160 in the Kings Creek community. Police 
do not suspect foul play at this time. We interviewed a 
family member.

Mountain News 
This Morning

12-12-16 5am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: First responders in Williamsburg are looking into 
a report of a car in the Cumberland River. The 
Williamsburg Fire Department says someone passing by 
on the US 25 bridge called in the report. We did a follow-
up on this later in the day and reported a few days later 
on his body being found in a different area.

Mountain News 
This Morning

12-3-16 7am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: The Floyd County Sheriff’s office finally ended 
their search for two suspects who were wanted for 
vandalizing properties belonging to the EQT Gas 
Company. Deputies arrested Brandon Hall and 
Stephanie Spriggs.

Mountain News 
First at 4

12-5-16 4pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Police are investigating after a woman fell nearly 
60 feet. It happened near Magic Mart in Coal Run in 
Pike County. The woman was taken to the hospital.

Mountain News 
First at 4

12-6-16 4pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: A new trial date is set in a Clay County murder 
case. The trial of Joshua Morsch is expected to start 



November 13th. Police say he killed Earl Woods.
Mountain News at 
6

12-6-16 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: A devastating fire leaves four families without a 
home. It happened in the Airport Gardens section of 
Perry County. We talked to a fire victim and an 
employee at the McDonald’s next door who noticed the 
fire and helped get everyone out. 

Mountain News at 
11

12-6-16 11pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Police arrested a man for a string of burglaries in 
London. 20 year old Lukas King confessed to being 
involved with several break-ins.

Mountain News 
This Morning

12-7-16 5am 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Police charged a Harlan County mother with 
murder. Police say Sierra Foster was found under the 
influence and her two month old son dead inside an 
apartment. We interviewed a family member. We did a 
follow-up a couple of days later and interviewed the 
suspect’s sister.

Mountain News 
This Morning

12-7-16 6am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: A judge ruled a man charged in a deadly crash 
case is competent to stand trial. Jason Gibson is 
accused of driving high and killing five people, including 
an unborn child.

Mountain News 
This Morning

12-5-16 6am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: One Laurel County woman is facing charges after 
sheriff’s deputies say she stabbed her ex-husband. 
Deputies arrested Jenny Love at a home in London 
where deputies say she stabbed the man in the chest.

Mountain News 
First at 4

12-7-16 4pm 45 seconds Newscast Topic: Police have charged two juveniles for starting the 
deadly Gatlinburg, Tennessee wildfire. More than 1700 
buildings were damaged or destroyed and 14 people 
died.

Mountain News at 
11

12-7-16 11pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Deputies in Laurel County say they have charged 
Christopher Mason, a new suspect, with robbery in 
connection with last week’s staged robbery at a 
Marathon gas station. They’ve already charged 
Charlene Masters with the same thing but are still 
looking for Daniel Cornelius.

Mountain News at 
6

12-8-16 6pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: A Bell County couple faces charges in a 
November shooting. Police arrested both David and 
Hazel Greene. A complaint says Hazel shot a man in the 
leg.

Mountain News at 
11

12-8-16 11pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Police in Pike County arrested a woman after her 
son called them and said she was smoking crack in the 
bathroom. Heather Smith faces endangering the welfare 
of a minor and wanton endangerment charges.

Mountain News 
This Morning

12-8-16 11pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Court officials have delayed the trial in a deadly 
Whitley County DUI case. Adam Childress faces 
murder, DUI and other charges. A new trial date is set 
for March 21st.

Mountain News 
First at 4

12-9-16 4pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: 33 year old Christopher Johnson is in jail facing 
felony theft charges based on the worth of the items 
police say he stole from the East Bernstadt school. The 
theft took place from a storage unit the school used to 
store softball and basketball gear.

Mountain News at 
11

12-9-16 11pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Kentucky 550 in Knott County and Kentucky 7 in 
Floyd County are open again. The roads closed after 
officials feared a mine blowout would happen. One 
family also had to be moved.

Mountain News 
This Morning

12-10-16 7am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: We now know the date of a Breathitt County 
murder trial. Court officials set the trial of William Josh 
Napier to begin April 25th. Investigators say he stabbed 
Charles Costello to death earlier this year.

Mountain News at 
11

12-10-16 11pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: We are learning more about what led up to a 
Harlan County man’s death, months after police say he 



planted explosive trail cameras in Harlan County. The 
documents go into more detail about what happened 
when Mark Sawaf was killed by an investigator as he 
was leading them to more cameras. We did a follow-up 
on this a few days later and had reaction from Sawaf’s 
father.

Mountain News at 
6

12-11-16 6pm Various Newscast Topic: Police were investigating two deadly fires in 
Harlan and Floyd Counties. One person died in each 
fire. We had stories on both and talked to neighbors.

Mountain News 
This Morning

12-12-16 5am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: One Laurel County man is facing charges after 
officials found his baby wandering the streets wearing 
nothing but a diaper. Deputies arrested Joshua Feltner 
of Corbin after finding his 4 year old walking outside in 
below freezing temperatures.

Mountain News at 
6

12-12-16 6pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Middlesboro police say a man tried to light a 
woman on fire. They arrested Adam Gaylor. He faces 
kidnapping, assault and wanton endangerment charges.

Mountain News 
This Morning

12-13-16 5am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Deputies say a neighbor found a Laurel County 
man’s four year old child outside wearing only a diaper. 
Joshua Feltner of Corbin faces wanton endangerment 
and public intoxication charges.

Mountain News 
This Morning

12-14-16 6am 45 seconds Newscast Topic: Pikeville police say they have launched an 
investigation into animal abuse at a nativity scene at 
Pikeville Medical Center. This comes after a facebook 
post went viral allegedly showing the abuse of camels. 
We had reaction from a hospital official and did a follow-
up later in the day when the man in the video was cited 
and the nativity was cancelled.

Mountain News 
First at 4

12-14-16 4pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Pikeville Medical Center cancelled its live nativity 
scene following a viral video showing a worker with 5H 
Ranch out of Missouri allegedly abusing the animal. The 
worker was later cited and fired. The decision to cancel 
the nativity left many in the community saddened.

Mountain News 
First at 4

12-15-16 4pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Investigators say someone found a woman dead 
in a creek in the Royalton community of Magoffin 
County. Troopers spent hours at the scene investigating. 
We did a follow-up on this the next day when more 
details were released.

Mountain News at 
6

12-15-16 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Alexander Justice is accused of stealing mail in 
Whitley County. Police say the contract mail carrier went 
after debit cards and pin numbers to steal cash from 
ATM’s. They are still counting the number of victims. We 
interviewed the sheriff.

Mountain News at 
11

12-15-16 11pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Somebody stole a Laurel County man’s truck 
while he was at work. Now police need help figuring out 
who took it. The woman caught on tape stealing it. We 
interviewed a deputy and the victim.

Mountain News 
This Morning

12-18-16 8am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: The Prestonsburg Police Department is asking for 
your help finding four people they say worked together 
to steal a woman’s wallet. It happened at the Walmart in 
Prestonsburg and the suspects were caught on video.

Mountain News 
This Morning

12-19-16 6am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: An inmate deputies say has been on the run 
since this summer is back in jail. The McCreary County 
sheriff’s office says Jimmy Troxell ran off in August 
when inmates were being unloaded from a van at the 
county courthouse. They finally caught Troxell in the 
Cumberland Falls area.

Mountain News at 
6

12-19-16 6pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: A grand jury indicted a man on a murder charge. 
In October, police say John Stricker killed his step-
father. Stricker admitted to us that he shot Donnie Stone 



and did not regret it.
Mountain News at 
11

12-19-16 11pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: The Pulaski County sheriff’s office needs help 
finding a missing teenager. Deputies say Sabrina 
Lowther went missing December 14th and nobody has 
seen her since.

Mountain News 
This Morning

12-20-16 6am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Two men behind bars at the Big Sandy Regional 
Detention Center face additional charges. A Johnson 
County grand jury indicted Melvin Garland and Justin 
Arnett.

Mountain News 
First at 4

12-20-16 4pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Angela Mills pleaded guilty in connection with the 
murder case of Donald Mills in Knox County. She is one 
of five people charged in the case and the second to 
take a plea deal.

Mountain News at 
6

12-20-16 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Police in Whitley County say a couple stole 
hundreds of thousands of dollars in bingo proceeds 
raised by a volunteer fire department. We had 
community reaction.

Mountain News at 
11

12-20-16 11pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Two people in Laurel County face multiple drug 
charges. Mark Gavin and Steven Maggard were 
arrested.

Mountain News 
This Morning

12-21-16 6am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: A man that hit and killed Knox County teen in 
2014 will appear back in court January 27th. Kevin 
French faces a manslaughter charge. Police say French 
was driving an ambulance under the influence when he 
hit and killed 14 year old Sampson Callender.

Mountain News 
First at 4

12-21-16 4pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Kentucky State Police officials across the region 
are mourning the loss of a commercial vehicle 
enforcement inspector. Benita Blanton died in a single-
vehicle crash along I-64 in Rowan County. We had 
reaction from the law enforcement community.

Mountain News at 
6

12-21-16 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Police say social media got a Pike County man 
into some trouble. The sheriff says Jordan Howell made 
a fake account on facebook. Deputies say he used it to 
try and get women to have sex with him in exchange for 
money. We interviewed the sheriff.

Mountain News 
This Morning

12-22-16 5am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: We now know the new trial date for a Knox 
County magistrate. The trial of Jerry “Rabbit” Cox is 
expected to begin April 3rd.

Mountain News at 
6

12-22-16 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Nearly 9 months ago, police say a coal truck 
driver hit and killed two people on US 119 in Bell 
County. Anthony Brewer was just indicted for murder in 
the case. We interviewed a family member of one of the 
victims.

Mountain News at 
11

12-22-16 11pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Kentucky State Police arrested Bell County 
deputy jailer Richard Hoskins. They say inmates would 
give him money and he would bring them illegal 
contraband. He’s charged with official misconduct and 
promoting contraband.

Mountain News at 
4, 6

12-23-16 4pm
6pm

1Min 30Sec Newscasts Topic: The roads are going to be busy this weekend with 
many going home for the holidays. State police say 
three people died during the Christmas holiday season 
last year. We were live along Interstate 75 in Laurel 
County with an update on holiday travel. We interviewed 
police and drivers.

Mountain News at 
11

12-23-16 11pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: The Rowan County sheriff’s office is launching a 
new program called “Coast” to help senior citizens in the 
area. As part of the program, volunteers will check on 
elderly people who live alone.

Mountain News at 
6

12-25-16 6pm 45 seconds Newscast Topic: Police are investigating a Christmas Day robbery. 
It happened at the Family Dollar in the Hazard Village 



Shopping Center. The suspect was caught on 
surveillance video. He got away with cash and 
cigarettes.

Mountain News 
This Morning

12-26-16 5am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Police arrested two people they say stole a wallet 
from an elderly woman at the Walmart in town. Officials 
say James and Bridget Hughes are facing theft charges.

Mountain News at 
6

12-26-16 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: A Harlan County family is worried about their 
missing loved one. 58 year old Hershel Starrett did not 
come home this past Thursday. His family told us they 
lose a little hope with each passing day.

Mountain News at 
11

12-26-16 11pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Bell County sheriff’s deputies are investigating a 
burglary. They say someone broke into the Hillside 
Market in Frakes on Christmas Eve. Employees at the 
convenience and hardware store are shocked by the 
theft but they also consider it a lesson learned.

Mountain News 
First at 4

12-27-16 4pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: A judge denied bond for two Fort Campbell 
soldiers charged with homicide. Marqus Bryant and 
Robert Gough are accused of killing Joseph Gordon last 
week.

Mountain News 
This Morning

12-28-16 5am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Investigators now think a fire that destroyed a 
historic Rowan County church was intentionally set. The 
fire quickly spread through the small Sardis church. The 
church was built in 1849.

Mountain News 
First at 4

12-28-16 4pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Two people were arrested in Harlan County for 
complicity to commit murder. It’s a complex story that 
involves the same family of a man that’s missing. We 
interviewed police and a family member.

Mountain News at 
6

12-28-16 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Bell County jailer Gary Ferguson continues to 
combat illegal contraband in the Bell County Detention 
Center just one week after an employee was arrested 
for allegedly promoting it. We interviewed the jailer.

Mountain News 
This Morning

12-29-16 5am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: A former South Carolina congressional candidate 
is accused of stealing horses in Eastern Kentucky. 
Police arrested Curtis Bostic in Breathitt County. Bostic 
told police he was in the area on a “humanitarian horse 
rescue effort.”

Mountain News at 
6

12-30-16 6pm 45 seconds Newscast Topic: In September we told you about a Middlesboro 
man who was shot and killed in his home. 24 year old 
Chris Kennedy’s case is still under investigation. Police 
believe they are close to making an arrest. We 
interviewed Kennedy’s pregnant girlfriend.

Mountain News at 
11

12-30-16 11pm 45 seconds Newscast Topic: An SUV crashed into a State Farm Insurance 
office in Barbourville, injuring three people. Two were 
flown to Knoxville. We did follow-ups for the next few 
days on this. The most critically injured was a well 
known coach.
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Mountain News 
First at 4

10-3-16 4pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: A national group of Republican state leaders paid 
for a TV ad criticizing Kentucky Democratic House 
Speaker Greg Stumbo. It criticizes Stumbo for 
supporting Democrats Hillary Clinton and Barack 
Obama and their energy policies.

Mountain News 
First at 4

10-4-16 4pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: The League of Women Voters in Kentucky has 
canceled its planned U.S. Senate debate between 
Senator Rand Paul and his challenger, Lexington mayor 



Jim Gray. Paul declined the invitation to participate, 
although he agreed to another debate.

Mountain News at 
6

10-11-16 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: The city of Paintsville will soon have a new 
mayor. Paintsville mayor Bob Porter turned in his 
resignation last night. This comes just weeks after a 
federal jury convicted him. We got reaction.

Mountain News 
This Morning

10-13-16 6am 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Voters in the city of Vicco will not decide whether 
to dissolve the city. A petition with about 30 signatures 
was presented to the Perry County Clerk to put a 
question on the ballot asking whether to dissolve the 
city. But now, a judge says a state statute prevents 
voters from answering that question.

Mountain News at 
6

10-18-16 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Their goal is to make sure the upcoming election 
is fair in Kentucky. So some state leaders met today in 
Frankfort to go over their plans. This comes after 
Republican presidential nominee Donald Trump claimed 
the November 8th election will be rigged. 

Mountain News 
First at 4

10-19-16 4pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: State legislators have asked for an audit of the 
Louisville Arena Authority, which oversees the KFC Yum 
Center. The audit was requested after concerns about 
the facility’s finances… and won unanimous support 
from both Democrats and Republicans.

Mountain News at 
11

10-20-16 11pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Republicans have added more than 77,000 new 
voters, outpacing Democrats in Kentucky. But the 
Democratic party still has more voters overall.

Mountain News at 
6

10-21-16 6pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: House Speaker Greg Stumbo told the Associated 
Press his opponent cannot defeat him next month, but 
Donald Trump can. Larry Brown responded today saying 
that he doesn’t care who gets the credit as long as 
Stumbo loses.

Mountain News 
This Morning

10-25-16 5am 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: The election is two weeks away and we have 
several hotly contested state representative races 
across the region. One of them is the 84th district contest 
between Democratic incumbent Fitz Steele and 
Republican Chris Fugate. The two debated last night at 
the Perry County Public Library. We had some of the 
highlights. 

Mountain News at 
11

10-25-16 11pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Thousands of state employees have a new dress 
code. Governor Matt Bevin’s administration put together 
a list of what employees can and cannot wear to work.

Mountain News at 
11

10-27-16 11pm 45 seconds Newscast Topic: People are expressing their concerns about a 
road paving project in Harlan County. Only a thin strip of 
blacktop lines the center of the road for more than a mile 
on Highway 72. We interviewed local residents and the 
judge-executive.

Mountain News 
First at 4

10-28-16 4pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: House Speaker Greg Stumbo is suing Governor 
Matt Bevin for refusing to release 13 pages of emails 
relating to a road project in Jessamine County. Stumbo 
filed the suit as part of his investigation about whether 
Bevin delayed the project to punish a state lawmaker for 
refusing to switch parties. Bevin later released the 
emails.

Mountain News at 
6

10-29-16 6pm 45 seconds Newscast Topic: Just 10 days before the election, U.S. Senate 
candidates Sen. Rand Paul and Lexington Mayor Jim 
Gray are making their way across the state 
campaigning. Gray was in Letcher County today. We 
interviewed him.

Mountain News at 
11

10-31-16 11pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Changes are coming to the bank accounts of 
more than half of the workforce in the state 
transportation cabinet. Governor Matt Bevin announced 



some transportation workers could see hourly pay 
increases of up to $3.20. He says the goal is to lower 
high employee turnover rates.

Mountain News at 
11

11-1-16 11pm 45 seconds Newscast Topic: One day after Clay County Judge Executive Joe 
Asher resigned under fire, we interviewed interim Judge 
Executive Johnny Johnson, who will serve until 
Governor Bevin appoints a replacement, which Johnson 
hopes will be him.

Mountain News 
This Morning

11-2-16 5am 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: The candidates for a crucial house seat faced off 
in Pikeville. Republican Frank Justice and Democrat 
Angie Hatton are battling for the 94th district seat left 
vacant by Leslie Combs. We had the highlights of a 
closed forum hosted by a local newspaper.

Mountain News at 
11

11-5-16 11pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: We are just days away from the election and 
candidates competing for U.S. Senate are not wasting 
any time. We caught up with Sen. Rand Paul and 
Lexington Mayor Jim Gray on the campaign trail.

Mountain News 
This Morning, 4, 
5:30, 6, 11

11-7-16 5am
4pm

5:30pm
6pm

11pm

Various Newscasts Topic: We devoted much of our newscasts to previewing 
the election. We had the latest on the presidential race, 
Kentucky’s U.S. Senate race and the hottest state house 
races. We also had stories on voter fraud concerns and 
a ballot question in Pike County about a change in the 
form of government. We did a special half-hour 5:30 
newscast that mainly included election news.

Mountain News 
This Morning, 4, 6, 
7, 11

11-8-16
11-9-16

5am
4pm
6pm
7pm

11pm

Various Newscasts Topic: It was election day in Kentucky and across the 
nation. We had extensive coverage of the presidential 
election, Kentucky’s U.S. senate race and a handful of 
local races. We did a half hour election special at 7 
which included our political analysts and cut-ins with 
updates throughout the evening. We followed-up on 
several election developments the next day, including 
reaction to Donald Trump being elected president, the 
state house flipping to the GOP in Frankfort and Pike 
County voting to change its form of government.

Mountain News at 
11

11-10-16 11pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Tuesday’s Republican wave handed the 
Kentucky House of Representatives to the GOP for the 
first time in 95 years. Representative Jeff Hoover will be 
the new Speaker of the House, replacing Greg Stumbo 
of Floyd County.

Mountain News 
This Morning

11-13-16 8am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: The city of Paintsville will soon have a new 
mayor. Bob Porter submitted his resignation last month 
after a federal jury convicted him of theft of federal funds 
and bribery. This is Porter’s last day. The city is 
expected to name an interim mayor tomorrow evening. 
We did a follow-up when an interim was picked.

Mountain News 
First at 4

11-14-16 4pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Republican James Comer will be sworn in this 
evening to fill the remainder of Ed Whitfield’s term as 
first district congressman. Comer also won election last 
week to a full, two-year term that begins next year. In 
2015, Comer lost to Matt Bevin by 83 votes for the 
Republican nomination for governor.

Mountain News 
This Morning

11-16-16 5am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Governor Matt Bevin posted on twitter that he 
talked with President-Elect Donald Trump and had a 
“stellar” conversation. He called Trump a phenomenal 
listener and a true champion of the working class.

Mountain News 
First at 4

11-16-16 4pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Senate Republicans have unanimously re-elected 
Kentucky Senator Mitch McConnell as majority leader. 
McConnell will serve as a key legislative partner for 
President-Elect Donald Trump.

Mountain News at 11-19-16 11pm 45 seconds Newscast Topic: The Leslie, Knott, Letcher, Perry, or LKLP, 



11 community action council celebrated 50 years as an 
organization with an event in Hazard. 

Mountain News at 
6

11-20-16 6pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: West Virginia governor-elect Jim Justice said he 
had a 15 minute conversation with President-Elect 
Donald Trump that focused on how the two could 
cooperate in efforts to put coal miners back to work.

Mountain News at 
11

11-21-16 11pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Governor Matt Bevin came away from a phone 
call with President-Elect Donald Trump convinced that 
Kentucky has a strong ally. Trump told Bevin that he’s 
committed to reviving the coal industry.

Mountain News 
This Morning

11-22-16 6am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: The Kentucky Coal Association has a new 
president. Kentucky native J. Tyler White will take over 
the post left vacant by Bill Bissett. White is currently the 
district director for Congressman Andy Barr.

Mountain News at 
11

11-22-16 11pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: A man is going after the state transportation 
secretary after he says all he wanted to do is prove a 
point. Bennie Hart says he wanted to put the words “I’m 
God” on his license plate but the state told him by doing 
so, he might distract other drivers. 

Mountain News 
This Morning

11-30-16 6am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Around the beginning of the new year, Sunday 
alcohol sales will be allowed in the city of Prestonsburg. 
An ordinance passed its second reading by a 5 to 2 
vote.

Mountain News 
First at 4

12-2-16 4pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Some lawmakers are threatening to keep 
Congress in session until Christmas if they do not pass 
a bill protecting miners’ healthcare. A bill which 
preserves healthcare and pension benefits for tens of 
thousands of miners and their families has been held up 
in the senate for a year and a half. Our Washington 
bureau interviewed lawmakers about it.

Mountain News 
First at 4

12-8-16 4pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: The chairman of a legislative committee 
investigating Governor Matt Bevin has resigned. The 
decision by chairman Jim Wayne is in protest because 
he said outgoing house speaker Greg Stumbo refused 
to let him subpoena the governor’s chief accuser. This 
could effectively end the inquiry. 

Mountain News at 
11

12-8-16 11pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Governor Matt Bevin says he will name a new 
economic development secretary this week. Kentucky 
has not had a full-time economic development secretary 
for more than a year.

Mountain News at 
6

12-14-16 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Hundreds of people gathered at Perry Central 
High School to honor a group of National Guard soldiers 
deploying soon to the Middle East. We talked to family 
members attending. We did another story the next day 
when the guard members received an escort through 
downtown Hazard as community members came out to 
say goodbye.

Mountain News 
This Morning

12-17-16 7am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Kentucky Senate Democrats re-elected two of 
their top leaders. Senator Ray Jones of Pikeville was 
selected by his colleagues as Democratic floor leader 
and Senator and former Governor Julian Carroll of 
Frankfort was re-elected as minority whip.

Mountain News 
First at 4

12-19-16 4pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Kentucky’s vote for president was made official 
by eight members of the electoral college. All eight 
Kentucky electors voted for Donald Trump, despite a 
number of protestors at the Capitol. We interviewed an 
elector and a couple of protestors.

Mountain News at 
11

12-27-16 11pm 45 seconds Newscast Topic: Knott County voters will decide next month if they 
county will go wet. We talked to people on both sides of 
the issue.



Mountain News at 
11

12-28-16 11pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: A new rule set by the Obama administration will 
impact coal country. The rule is designed to protect 
streams close to the mines from debris. Some say it’s 
another blow to the coal industry. We interviewed 
officials on both sides.

Mountain News 
This Morning

12-31-16 7am 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: If you live in the Harold, Eastern or Wayland 
communities of Floyd County and pay for water and 
sewer, you will see a change in who you pay your bill to 
in 2016. The change could actually make some 
customers happy. We talked to some of them.

Mountain News at 
6

12-31-16 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: The Laurel County sheriff’s office is searching for 
two persons of interest in connection with two missing 
teenage girls. 15 year olds Verticia Brownlee and 
Makayla “Jada” Jackson were last seen in Lily. We 
updated the story later when the girls were found safe.

ISSUE:  EMPLOYMENT/ECONOMY/FINANCIAL CONCERNS

PROGRAM DATE PRG 
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Mountain News at 
6

10-1-16 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Hundreds of people are spending their Saturday 
walking through the streets of downtown Paintsville 
during the Kentucky Apple Festival. The parade was 
also held earlier today. This was one of many stories we 
did on fall festivals across the region, which greatly 
benefit the local economy.

Mountain News at 
11

10-8-16 11pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Horses took over the roads this weekend in Knott 
County during the 10th annual fall trail ride. Hundreds of 
people from all over come to the event each year, which 
boosts the local economy.

Mountain News at 
11

10-15-16 11pm 45 seconds Newscast Topic: Hundreds gathered at the Sherman Neace 
Athletic Center for the second annual Hazard 
“giveaway”. Clothes, food, cleaning products, toys and 
bicycles were just a few of the items folks could receive.

Mountain News 
This Morning

10-17-16 6am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Fed Ex is looking to hire in Eastern Kentucky. 
They will host a job fair in Hazard tomorrow. The 
company is looking to hire drivers and package 
handlers.

Mountain News 
First at 4

10-24-16 4pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: The average price of gasoline is dropping. It’s 
down four cents during the past two weeks. An industry 
analyst says it’s the first time the price has dropped in 
11 weeks.

Mountain News 
First at 4

10-25-16 4pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: 400,000 people have visited Kentucky’s $100 
million dollar Ark Encounter biblical theme park. The 
510-foot-long Noah’s Ark replica opened in July in Grant 
County. 

Mountain News at 
11

10-26-16 11pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Plans are moving forward for a wildlife center in 
Bell County. The White House announced a $1.8 million 
dollar grant to build water lines. The Appalachian 
Wildlife Center will feature the largest elk restoration and 
viewing effort in the country.

Mountain News 
This Morning

10-27-16 5am 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: City officials call it a responsible move. Starting 
January 1st, the city of Pikeville will take over managing 
the Eastern Kentucky Exposition Center. We interviewed 
the city manager and a resident.

Mountain News 
First at 4

10-27-16 4pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Three of the top five counties expected to 
experience a population decline between now and 2040 
are in Eastern Kentucky. We got reaction in Knott 
County from local officials.



Mountain News at 
6

11-1-16 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: City officials call it a game changer. Pikeville city 
commissioners are working on a new plan to boost 
Eastern Kentucky’s economy. We interviewed local 
leaders about the tax incentive plan to bring new 
businesses to the region.

Mountain News 
This Morning

11-3-16 6am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: The Shaping Our Appalachian Region, or SOAR, 
executive board released its regional blueprint for 
economic growth and diversity. The plan includes seven 
goals.

Mountain News at 
11

11-4-16 11pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Good news for the Fleming-Neon community of 
Letcher County. The Department for Local Government 
approved $1 million dollars in funds to upgrade the 
town’s water treatment plant.

Mountain News at 
6

11-6-16 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: A few weeks ago we aired a story about a group 
in Lexington trying to raise money to build a new roof for 
the Leslie County animal shelter. The project is now 
underway. We interviewed folks about the progress.

Mountain News 
First at 4

11-10-16 4pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Leaders in Laurel County had a reason to 
celebrate after UPS announced an expansion, which will 
bring more than 50 new jobs to the county. 
Congressman Hal Rogers also attended a 
groundbreaking for a Veterans Affairs Clinic expansion 
in Somerset.

Mountain News at 
11

11-14-16 11pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Folks in Pikeville are trying to fight hunger in the 
mountains. As the Thanksgiving holiday approaches, 
leaders from Liberty Freewill Baptist Church say they 
hope to raise enough money to deliver meals to those in 
need. We talked to organizers of the project.

Mountain News 
This Morning

11-15-16 6am 45 seconds Newscast Topic: The interim president of the Kentucky Coal 
Association says he is cautiously optimistic about the 
industry’s future. Nick Carter says the fate of coal 
depends on how President-Elect Donald Trump 
approaches regulations.

Mountain News 
This Morning

11-17-16 6am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: The Perry County Fiscal Court is one step closer 
to implementing a new tax. The payroll tax would be one 
percent. We did a follow-up on this in later newscasts.

Mountain News 
This Morning

11-19-16 7am 45 seconds Newscast Topic: The Southeast Kentucky Business Park in Corbin 
is now fiber ready. Representatives from AT&T and the 
Southern Kentucky Chamber of Commerce came 
together for the announcement. AT&T is investing in 
high speed internet in urban and rural areas. We 
interviewed Senate President Robert Stivers. 

Mountain News at 
11

11-20-16 11pm 45 seconds Newscast Topic: This holiday season, on organization is asking for 
the community’s help in giving back. NECCO provides 
community-based services for at-risk children and 
families. We talked to folks with the organization.

Mountain News 
This Morning

11-21-16 6am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Kentucky State Police will begin “cramming the 
cruisers” this week. The holiday food drive provides non-
perishable food items for families in need throughout the 
commonwealth.

Mountain News at 
11

11-23-16 11pm 45 seconds Newscast Topic: Hundreds of children will stay warm this winter 
thanks to a Southern Kentucky teenager. Hannah 
Amburgey delivered nearly 300 coats to the Christian 
Appalachian Project’s Family Advocacy program in 
Rockcastle County. We talked to the junior from South 
Laurel High School about the project. 

Mountain News 
This Morning

11-24-16 6am 45 seconds Newscast Topic: A Pike County emergency shelter is in need of 
donations. Westcare Kentucky emergency shelter 
officials say folks have donated many items, but it may 
not be enough. The shelter relies on holiday donations 



to last the entire year. We talked to shelter officials.
Mountain News 
This Morning

11-25-16 5am 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: It’s Black Friday and we were live in every half 
hour in our morning newscast from the Middlesboro Mall 
talking to shoppers participating.

Mountain News at 
6

11-26-16 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: In 2010, American Express launched the “Small 
Business Saturday” promotion. The goal is to attract 
consumers to local businesses following Black Friday 
shopping at large retailers. We stopped by one local 
business 

Mountain News at 
11

11-28-16 11pm 45 seconds Newscast Topic: If you still have some Christmas shopping to do, 
you may want to stop by Hazard Community and 
Technical College. The annual craft and cultural fair is 
underway. Around 18 vendors are set up inside the First 
Federal Center.

Mountain News 
This Morning

11-29-16 6am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Big news for country music fans. Grammy winner 
Chris Stapleton is coming back home for a show this 
spring at the East Kentucky Expo Center in Pikeville 
during the Hillbilly Days festival. We did a follow-up a 
few days later when a second show was announced.

Mountain News at 
6

11-30-16 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: The state released monthly unemployment rates 
and once again, many counties in Eastern Kentucky 
were among the top ten. Magoffin County has the 
highest unemployment rate in the state but county 
leaders hope new jobs are just around the corner. We 
interviewed the Salyersville mayor and a resident.

Mountain News at 
6

12-1-16 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: The Whitley County Sheriff locked up a 
restaurant. We learned the business owes the state 
more than $100,000. It’s a blow to those who enjoy 
Italian food. We interviewed the sheriff and a former 
owner.

Mountain News at 
11

12-1-16 11pm 45 seconds Newscast Topic: The Martin County Senior Citizens Center 
received a large donation just in time for Christmas. 
Walmart presented the center with a $25,000 check to 
purchase a new delivery vehicle for its “Meals on 
Wheels” program. 

Mountain News at 
11

12-2-16 11pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Christmas came a little early for some children 
throughout Eastern Kentucky. More than 80 kids 
shopped with state troopers at Walmart in Whitesburg. 
This was one of several similar events we covered 
leading up to Christmas. 

Mountain News at 
6

12-3-16 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Leaders at Soul’s Harbor Church in Laurel 
County gave gifts to dozens of children today. We had 
more on the annual free Christmas event.

Mountain News at 
11

12-4-16 11pm 45 seconds Newscast Topic: In less than one year, you could have a new 
certification and job. It’s thanks to a new program by 
Appalshop and Southeast Kentucky Community and 
Technical College. We talked to organizers and one 
student about the “Mines to Minds” program.

Mountain News 
This Morning

12-9-16 6am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Crews have started the first leg of construction on 
“restaurant row” in Magoffin County. It’s part of the 
Mountain Parkway expansion project.

Mountain News at 
6

12-9-16 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: People in Perry County will now have to pay an 
occupational tax. The fiscal court voted in favor of the 
tax 3 to 1. The judge-executive estimates this tax will 
bring in around $4 million dollars by the end of 2017. 
The tax goes into effect January 1st. We talked to the 
judge-executive and someone against the idea.

Mountain News at 
6

12-10-16 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: The cold weather added to the Christmas spirit in 
downtown Hazard as hundreds gathered to celebrate 
“Christmas in a Small Town.” They had a chance to ice 



skate, check out local vendors, take a carriage ride, 
watch the annual parade and see a production saluting 
radio stations WSGS and WKIC. We talked to folks 
enjoying the events.

Mountain News at 
11

12-11-16 11pm 45 seconds Newscast Topic: The Perry County Speedway closed in the early 
2000’s. But one teen hopes he can bring back racing to 
the area. His idea is gaining momentum thanks to social 
media. We interviewed him.

Mountain News at 
4, 6, 11

12-12-16 4pm
6pm

11pm

Various Newscasts Topic: We had coverage in all our evening newscasts of 
the Center for Rural Development’s 20th anniversary 
celebration in Somerset. The goal of the organization is 
to develop rural communities through programs like 
Rogers Scholars, the broadband initiative and more. 
Folks also got to tour a new hotel that was built next 
door.

Mountain News at 
11

12-13-16 11pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Folks in the city of Inez voted in a special election 
to keep the town dry. We talked to people on both sides 
of the alcohol issue.

Mountain News 
This Morning

12-16-16 5am 45 seconds Newscast Topic: A new shop has opened in Hazard just in time for 
Christmas. The store is called Reclaimed and is owned 
by Kentucky River Community Care. Leaders say the 
store is a great place for reclaimed items, consignment 
items and local crafts.

Mountain News at 
6

12-16-16 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Pikeville is now preparing to bring dark fiber to 
the city, which will provide access to broadband for 
thousands. But what does that mean for the city. We 
took a closer look at how broadband can grow the 
economy. We interviewed the city manager.

Mountain News at 
11

12-17-16 11pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Christmas came early for some folks in the 
mountains. For the 36th years, the Tri-City Empty 
Stocking Fund delivered boxes of food and gifts to 
families in Harlan County. We talked to folks 
participating.

Mountain News at 
11

12-21-16 11pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Unemployment rates fell in nearly every Kentucky 
county between November of 2015 and November of 
this year. Magoffin County was the only county where 
the unemployment rate increased during that time 
period.

Mountain News 
First at 4

12-22-16 4pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Lexington is one of two official finalists from the 
2022 World Equestrian Games. The other location is in 
Slobakia. Six years ago the Kentucky Horse Park was 
the first venue outside of Europe to host the games, 
bringing more than $200 million dollars to the state’s 
economy.

Mountain News 
This Morning

12-23-16 6am 45 seconds Newscast Topic: If you’re finishing up your Christmas shopping, 
you may pass by some folks ringing the bell for the 
Salvation Army. The money helps others throughout the 
community.

Mountain News at 
11

12-24-16 11pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Christmas came a day early for some children in 
Harlan County. Mike Howard, who is known as the 
Mountain Santa, spent the morning bringing smiles to 
people of all ages. We tagged along for the special 
delivery.

Mountain News 
First at 4

12-26-16 4pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: The Benham Schoolhouse Inn is exploring new 
opportunities in Harlan County. A new restaurant 
opened called “The Dinner Bucket.” Managers hope it’s 
not only a way to provide good food but also help 
preserve the past.

Mountain News at 
11

12-31-16 11pm 45 seconds Newscast Topic: While thousands of fans traveled to Jacksonville 
to watch Kentucky take on Georgia Tech in the 



TaxSlayer Bowl, many also watched the game here at 
home. We caught up with some fans at Big Blue 
Smokehouse in Hazard and got their thoughts on the 
season.
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Mountain News 
This Morning

10-4-16 6am 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Students and teachers walked into a colorful 
surprise at Mullins Elementary. Members of Zebulon 
Church of Christ got together to decorate the school with 
positive post-it notes. We interviewed some of those 
involved.

Mountain News at 
6, 11

10-5-16
10-9-16

6pm
11pm

Various Newscasts Topic: Legendary Clay County high school basketball 
coach Bobby Keith died at 75. He was widely 
considered one of the best basketball coaches in 
Kentucky history, winning numerous regional titles and 
one state championship in 1987. We talked to people 
who knew him well and had live coverage of his funeral 
a few days later.

Mountain News 
First at 4

10-6-16 4pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: The Kentucky Board of Education is exploring the 
idea of charter schools. Kentucky is one of seven states 
without legislation allowing charter schools.

Mountain News 
First at 4

10-13-16 4pm 45 seconds Newscast Topic: Governor Matt Bevin will not ask the state 
Supreme Court to reconsider its decision on university 
budget cuts. Bevin ordered the cuts, saying they were 
needed to deal with the state’s mounting pension debt. 

Mountain News at 
6

10-20-16 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Several members of an Eastern Kentucky high 
school basketball team are upset after social services 
questioned them at school. Nine players and an 
assistant coach from the Cordia boys basketball team 
answered questions about sex, drugs and money. We 
talked to some of them.

Mountain News at 
6

10-27-16 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Johnson County schools are taking steps to make 
technology available to their students. More than 1,000 
students received free laptops. We interviewed school 
leaders.

Mountain News 
This Morning

11-4-16 5am 45 seconds Newscast Topic: Hundreds of kids in Eastern Kentucky will not 
have to worry about having shoes on their feet this 
winter. The Kentucky Magistrates and Commissioners 
Association collected more than 500 pairs of shoes to 
hand out to elementary school students in Harlan and 
Breathitt counties.

Mountain News at 
6

11-11-16 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Four days after a tragic crash that took the lives 
of a married couple and their daughter, a community is 
coming together. The funeral will be held this weekend 
and a local school will be helping take care of the 
expenses. We talked to school officials. 

Mountain News 
First at 4

11-22-16 4pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: The Perry County school board made a final 
decision to close three elementary schools at the end of 
this school year. Those students will attend West Perry 
Elementary, which is under construction. Plans are also 
being made for a new South Perry Elementary, which 
would combine three other schools. We interviewed the 
superintendent and a board member.

Mountain News 
This Morning

11-23-16 6am 45 seconds Newscast Topic: Dozens of the best young singers in our region 
came together for the Southeastern Kentucky Music 
Association’s annual all-festival event. Hundreds of 



people packed First Baptist Church in London to see the 
performances.

Mountain News at 
11

11-27-16 11pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: A man who is being called a hero after a flash fire 
in a boiler at a Jackson County school is having a tough 
time recovering. Raymond Holland suffered burns during 
the fire. We’ve learned he is now back in the hospital.

Mountain News at 
6, 11

12-2-16
12-3-16
12-4-16
12-5-16

6pm
11pm

Various Newscasts Topic: Four teams from the WYMT coverage area 
competed for a state football title over three days at 
Western Kentucky University in Bowling Green.  Two of 
them, Belfry and Johnson Central, brought back the 
trophy to the mountains. It was the fourth title in a row 
for Belfry and the first title in school history for Johnson 
Central. We had live reports in news and sports in all our 
newscasts. We also covered Belfry and Johnson 
Central’s homecoming celebrations.

Mountain News at 
6, 11

12-3-16
12-4-16
12-5-16

6pm
11pm

Various Newscasts Topic: A Breathitt County couple died in a two-vehicle 
crash on Highway 15 near Jackson. One of the victims 
was a well-known high school basketball coach. We did 
several stories about Peggy Moore and how she will be 
remembered. We also covered her funeral on the 7th.

Mountain News at 
11

12-5-16 11pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Southeast Kentucky Community and Technical 
College President Lynn Moore announced she is 
resigning. She says she will pursue other opportunities. 
Moore began her time at the college in June of 2013.

Mountain News 
This Morning

12-6-16 6am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Eastern Kentucky University is cutting several 
academic programs. Those include French and 
Comparative Humanities. Leaders say the cuts will save 
the school more than $600,000.

Mountain News 
This Morning

12-11-16 8am 45 seconds Newscast Topic: Students from across Eastern Kentucky gathered 
for some friendly competition at the Lego League 
regional tournament in Hazard. Nearly 100 students 
came out to compete on 13 teams. Organizers say they 
hope the competition brings to life real-world problem 
solving capabilities.

Mountain News 
First at 4

12-13-16 4pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Southeast Kentucky Community and Technical 
College named an interim president. Dr. Dennis 
Michaelis begins his service January 2nd after Lynn 
Moore announced she would resign.

Mountain News at 
6

12-13-16 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: The Kentucky Community and Technical College 
system announced in June they were committing 
$600,000 to scholarships for high school juniors 
enrolling in a dual-credit program. This fall, close to 
1500 students across Kentucky utilized the funding. We 
talked to some students at Hazard High School about 
how the assistance is helping.

Mountain News at 
11

12-14-16 11pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Thousands of Kentuckians who attended a for-
profit college will soon be receiving restitution checks. 
Attorney General Andy Beshear’s office announced 
today about 3500 former students at Daymar College in 
Kentucky will begin receiving the checks totaling $1.2 
million dollars.

Mountain News 
This Morning

12-15-16 6am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: We learned who will lead Big Sandy Community 
and Technical College while officials search for a new 
president. Dr. Alan Scheibmeir was named interim 
president of the college.

Mountain News at 
6

12-27-16 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: As the new year approaches, Floyd County 
schools prepare for new beginnings. Floyd Central High 
School will open in 2017. South Floyd and Allen Central 
High Schools will consolidate under one roof. We talked 
to the superintendent about the upcoming changes.



ISSUE:  WEATHER/EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS
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Mountain News 
This Morning

10-1-16 7am 45 seconds Newscast Topic: Each year, nearly 1,500 wildfires occur in 
Kentucky and most of them are preventable. The fall 
forest fire season begins today and we let everyone 
know about the rules that go along with that.

Mountain News 
This Morning, 4, 6, 
11

10-5-16
10-6-16
10-7-16

5am
4pm
6pm

11pm

Various Newscasts Topic: We had coverage in all of our newscasts on 
Hurricane Matthew, which was the strongest hurricane 
to threaten the United States in years. We kept viewers 
informed with the latest information as the storm got 
closer to Florida and also talked to local people affected.

Mountain News 
This Morning

10-8-16 7am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Help is on the way from Kentucky to the Atlantic 
coastline. About 120 Kentucky Power employees and 
contractors hit the road to help restore power. Crews left 
from hubs in Ashland, Pikeville and Hazard.

Mountain News at 
11

10-16-16 11pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: As the seasons change, many boat owners are 
getting ready to take their boats off the water. But this 
weekend’s warm weather had many families taking their 
boats out one last time.

Mountain News at 
6

10-19-16 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: The dry weather we’ve seen in the last few weeks 
has helped fuel forest fires, including one in the Red 
River Gorge. Firefighters say an abandoned campfire 
spread to the forest along the Auxier Ridge Trail in 
Powell County. 

Mountain News at 
6

10-26-16 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Both the U.S. Forest Service and the Kentucky 
Division of Forestry are warning about an increased risk 
of forest fires. Officials say the fire danger level for 
Eastern Kentucky is rated as very high.  We interviewed 
forestry officials. This was one of several stories we did 
on forest fires this week.

Mountain News at 
6, 11

10-28-16
10-29-16
10-30-16

6pm
11pm

Various Newscasts Topic: We continued to cover forest fires burning across 
the region. The dry, warm weather is helping to fuel the 
flames. We ran stories in several different counties.

Mountain News 
This Morning, 4, 6, 
11

10-31-16
11-1-16
11-2-16

5am
4pm
6pm

11pm

Various Newscasts Topic: More forest fires continued to pop across the 
region as dry and warm weather continued. We had 
reports in every newscast updating folks on where fires 
were burning and the latest weather forecast.

Mountain News 
This Morning, 4, 6, 
11

11-3-16
11-4-16

5am
4pm
6pm

11pm

Various Newscasts Topic: The forest fire situation continued to get worse in 
some areas on the 3rd although some rain did help on 
the 4th. We continued to have team coverage from 
counties across the region. Governor Bevin declared a 
state of emergency due to the fires.

Mountain News at 
6, 11

11-6-16 6pm
11pm

Various Newscasts Topic: We continued to cover forest fires across the 
region. Division of forestry officials say they are handling 
24 fires right now. We went to Breathitt County where 
one fire has already burned 3,000 acres.

Mountain News 
This Morning, 4, 6, 
11

11-7-16
11-8-16
11-9-16

5am
4pm
6pm

11pm

Various Newscasts Topic: Dozens of forest fires continued to burn across 
the region as the dry weather continued. We rode along 
with National Guard crews as they dumped buckets of 
water on the fires and had other updates across the 
region. We covered other angles including health 
concerns due to the smoke. Some rain on the 8th helped 
but another long dry period was expected. We continued 
to have the latest on the situation in every newscast.

Mountain News at 
6

11-10-16 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: We continued our coverage of forest fires across 
the region. With so many days of mainly dry weather, 



many counties are now considered in a severe drought 
and no rain is in the forecast for days.

Mountain News at 
6, 11

11-12-16
11-13-16

6pm
11pm

Various Newscasts Topic: We continued our coverage of forest fires 
plaguing our region. It was also the first weekend for 
modern gun season for deer hunters, which raised more 
concerns. 

Mountain News at 
4, 6, 11

11-14-16
11-15-15

4pm
6pm

11pm

Various Newscasts Topic: The hills continue to burn across Kentucky. 
Crews are still battling more than 20 fires and the 
forecast remains dry. We had an update from one of the 
hardest hit counties, Harlan County… and also had a 
follow-up on an arson arrest in Letcher County. Police 
say Johnny Mullins set the fires to draw attention to 
videos he posted on his facebook page. The smoke also 
continued to cause health problems and issues at 
schools.

Mountain News 
This Morning, 4, 6, 
11

11-16-16
11-17-16

5am
4pm
6pm

11pm

Various Newscasts Topic: Our forest fire coverage continued. The area 
remained dry and more than 20 fires were burning 
across the region. We did several different stories in 
different counties.

Mountain News 
This Morning, 4, 6, 
11

11-18-16 4pm
6pm

11pm

Various Newscast Topic: Our forest fire coverage continued. This was one 
of the worst days for fires. Our stories included the death 
of a firefighter, weeks after he was injured while battling 
a fire in Bell County. We also had a story on a former 
forestry worker arrested for allegedly starting a fire.

Mountain News at 
7, 11

11-19-16 7pm
11pm

Various Newscasts Topic: We saw a little rain but it was not enough to put 
out all the forest fires across the region. We updated the 
situation.

Mountain News at 
4, 6, 11

11-28-16
11-29-16

4pm
6pm

11pm

Various Newscasts Topic: Forest fires were causing big problems again 
across the region as a cold front approached and winds 
picked up. We had coverage of several fires in our area 
along with a devastating fire in Gatlinburg, Tennessee 
that killed at least three people and destroyed more than 
100 homes and businesses. The rain over the next 
couple of days finally put out the fires.

Mountain News at 
6

12-18-16 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: People are cleaning up after mother nature took 
its toll on Eastern Kentucky. High winds ripped through 
the region, causing some damage. Many viewers sent 
us pictures of homes and businesses damaged and 
trees knocked down. We talked to some of those 
affected in Harlan County.

Mountain News at 
11

12-18-16 11pm 45 seconds Newscast Topic: A tour group with Destination Tours left Hazard 
Friday night. They were scheduled to arrive in New York 
City around 9:00 Saturday morning. However, icy 
conditions caused their tour bus to crash in Maryland. It 
was part of a multi-vehicle deadly pileup. 

*NOTE: Some local stories are approximated at 1:30-2:00 minutes but may be less or more and some air in various local 
newscasts. There may also be other interviewees found within scripts of local stories in addition to those listed.
*Note that some stories could fall into more than one category.


