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Quarterly Issues / Programs List 

Q3 2019 
  
KCSB-FM is Santa Barbara’s college and community radio station. As an independent media 
source, the station is not affiliated with any commercial or public news organizations. The 
programming on KCSB-FM is independent, freeform radio.  
 
Here are some of the issues and topics of interest to our community covered by KCSB public affairs 
programmers and KCSB News reporters:  

 
Emergency Response Protocol 
Food Insecurity 
Housing/Homelessness 
SB International Film Festival 
Human RIghts 
Wildfires and Wildfire Prevention 
Immigration 

Social/Racial Justice 
Environmental Racism 
Campus/Community Activism 
Local politics 
Student Life 
News from developing countries 
Topics missed by mainstream media 

 
During this programming quarter, KCSB aired a 5pm newscast, 30 minutes in length, on Mondays 
and Thursdays. The newscasts feature stories created by our volunteer and student reporters. 
These stories focus on news and research discoveries made by researchers and faculty at UC 
Santa Barbara, as well as local, regional, state, national and international topics.  
 
KCSB News has a weekly public affairs program, “Inside Isla Vista” (Wednesdays 5-5:30pm). This 
hyper-local program focuses on news and issues in Isla Vista, the community adjacent to UC Santa 
Barbara. Topics covered during Q3 2019 include the local government (IVCSD), the proposed 
opening of a new community center, Coal Oil Point marine nature reserve, the 50th Anniversary of 
Storke Tower at UCSB, and interviews with people who were in Isla Vista nearly 50 years ago when 
the Bank of America was set on fire in 1970. 
 
Locally-originated cultural arts and public affairs programs include the following weekly shows: No 
Alibis and Third World News Review (news and public affairs); The Freak Power Ticket (cultural 
arts); Unknown Territories (science); the Dr. Deborah Show (psychology); The Global Gaucho; One 
Ape’s Opinion (politics). KCSB also aired “Voces Criticas,” a weekly 30-minute social justice 
program originating from KZSC at UC Santa Cruz. 
 
In addition to locally produced public affairs shows, KCSB-FM broadcast the following weekly 
syndicated programs: Democracy Now!, CounterSpin, Making Contact, Alternative Radio, Sprouts: 
Radio from the Grassroots; and WINGS (Women’s International News Gathering Service), Native 
America Calling, Inflection Point, Here and There with Dave Marash, as well as science shows Big 
Picture Science, Planetary Radio, and Exploration with Michio Kaku.  
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(July-Sept 2019) 
 

5 PM News Hour + Breaking News 
 

Date Topic/Issue Description 
Approx. 
Air Time 

7/1/19 Students and STEM 

Local Students are set to link with the 
International Space Station, asking astronauts 
questions. 5 mins 

7/1/19 Marine science 
Microplastics are now being consumed by polyps 
on the Eastern Seaboard. 3 mins 

7/4/19 Food insecurity 

Interview with a rep from the SB County 
Foodbank, about how they support residents, as 
well as a new grant that the SBC Foodbank 
received to help feed local college students. 10 mins 

7/4/19 Immigration/Border Crisis 

Interview with an academic detailing the 
deteriorating conditions in the migrant camps at 
the border. 12 min 

7/4/19 Montecito Water 
A conversation with local journalist Melinda Burns 
about the future of recycled water in Montecito. 10 min 

7/8/19 Student Journalism 

A conversation with an advisor of Zambia 
University’s student radio station about their 
experience with student journalism. 13 min 

7/8/19 
Commercial 
development 

A conversation with a local journalist about a neon 
sign on State Street that is a code violation, 
whether it can remain; a new hotel proposed in 
downtown Carpinteria.  9 min 

7/15/19 Immigration 

An interview with a community activist who is 
training undocumented residents to be prepared 
in the event of ICE raids, which were reported as 
a possibility over last weekend, but didn’t happen. 8 min 

7/22/19 Student Media 

A conversation with editors from UCSB student 
newspaper, The Bottom Line,” who just returned 
from Berlin Germany where they were attending 
UCSBs international reporting trip.  10 min 
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7/25/19 Technology/Science 

Artificial Intelligence Created a 3D Replica of our 
Universe. However, researchers Have No Idea 
How it Works.  3 min 

7/25/19 Literacy/Community 

A conversation with a UCSB librarian about the 
five finalists to be the “UCSB Reads 2020” book 
selection.  10 min 

7/29/19 Climate 

Interview with community and student climate 
activists from Environment California, about the 
two bills they have been working to pass. 11 min 

7/29/19 Earth Science 

Conversation with a UCSB professor of 
geophysics about the large earthquake that 
rocked the CA desert, and the possibility of more 
earthquakes in California.  9 min 

8/1/19 Environment/Oil 

Interview with an attorney with The Santa Barbara 
Environmental Defense Center about the Kern 
County Oil spill that began in May. 9 min 

8/1/19 Climate 

A conversation with a UCSB climate professor 
about the record-breaking heatwave in Europe, 
could So Cal experience the same heat this 
summer? 8 min 

8/8/19 
Environment/Beach 
grooming 

A group of UCSB marine ecologists have found 
that keeping beaches pretty may not always be 
what’s best for them.. 2 min 

8/12/19 environment 

A conversation with prominent environmental 
activist, author and attorney Marc McGinnis, about 
the 50th anniversary of the 1969 oil spill in the 
Santa Barbara Channel, and other eco-issues 25 min 

8/19/19 Archeology/local history 

An interview with the leader of an excavation at La 
Purisima Mission, which unearthed Chumash 
artifacts and taught aspiring archaeologists tools 
of the trade 10 min 

8/19/19 Water  

A new proposal from a Trump Administration EPA 
seeks to remove the right of states to protect their 
water from pipelines.  3 min 

8/22/19 Public utility controversy 

So Cal Gas quietly funds an org that would give 
the utility a second voice in a public utilities 
commission discussion. 5 min 
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8/26/19 environment 

Interview with UCSB Professor Roland Geyer, 
industrial ecologist at the Bren Center, about the 
dangers plastics possess and the ways we can 
reduce its presence in the environment. 2 min 

8/26/19 
Women’s reproductive 
rights 

Interview with a rep from Planned Parenthood 
Central Coast about the implications of new 
changes to Title X, as proposed by the Trump 
Administration. 13 min 

8/26/19 environment/international 
Cuba introduces new laws seeking to protect its 
oceans and fisheries.  4 min 

8/26/19 Local politics 

Laura Capps announces she is entering the race 
for County Supervisor, to run against incumbent 
Das Williams, also a Democrat.  8 min 

9/2/19 Dive boat disaster 

Hourly updates on Conception dive boat fire in the 
SB Channel, which killed 34 people; airing news 
conference in the 5pm news hour. 40+ min 

9/5/19 Local politics 

Interview with Das Williams, county supervisor 
who is defending his seat against another 
democrat in the 2020 elections. 10 min 

9/5/19 Public safety/PSPS 

Hot, dry weather that's forecast for this weekend 
could trigger power outages in portions of the 
county. A conversation with a rep from SoCal 
Edison about what to expect from a Public Safety 
Power Shut Off. 9 min 

9/7-9/19 
Public Safety Power 
Shutoffs 

KCSB programmers provided updates on possible 
& occuring Public Safety Power Shutoffs, a new 
preemptive measure by local power companies to 
help prevent wildfires (1-minute recorded spots 
and live reads thru the weekend)  40+ mins 

9/12/19 Public health/vaping 
A report on the so far 6 confirmed deaths due to a 
surge in a strange, vaping related illness.  3 min 

9/19/19 climate/environment 
Interview with a UCSB professor who received a 
$.5 Million Grant to Study Sundowner winds.  15 min 

9/23/19 
9/26/19 US Labor 

A 2-part interview with author Steven Greenhouse 
who has written a broad ranging history of 
American Labor, bringing readers up to the latest 
developments in the struggle for labor equity.  21 mins 
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