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As part of the company’s on-going service to the community, Stonecom 
addressed these issues of significance to the Upper Cumberland during this 
quarter: 
 

Issue 1:  Tennessee’s Funding Of Schools  
We discuss recent changes in Tennessee’s recent changes in the school 
funding formula focusing on ideas such as: is the BEP formula adequate? 
Does it discriminate against smaller districts? How would some of the ideas 
being discussed help or hurt? Are there innovative things that could be 
done? 
     
Issue 2:  Increasing Frequency Of Tornadoes In Tennessee   
With a second deadly series of tornadoes in just over two years, Tennessee 
seems more at risk for the storms than ever. What is the truth about 
tornadoes? What do we know about how they form? Is Tennessee more 
susceptible to nighttime tornadoes? How do we protect ourselves and 
prepare?           
 
Issue 3:  Food Insecurity In America 
What is it? Is it on the rise? What are the challenges of food insecurity in a 
region like the Upper Cumberland? How have societal changes impacted 
the issue? 

 
The stations sought out guests across our region to discuss these issues on our 
weekly public affairs program. “Today In The Upper Cumberland” airs each 
weekend: 
 

Saturday at 6am on Rock 93-7 (WBXE) and 96-9 Highway 111 Country 
(WUCH), at 7am on 106-9 Kicks Country (WKXD), at 8am on Lite Rock 95.9 
(WLQK), 101.9/AM 920 (WLIV), and 93-3 The Dawg (WKXD-HD2). 
 
Sunday at 6am on Sports Radio 104.7 (WKXD HD3), 7am on Rock 93-7 
(WBXE) and on News Talk 94.1/AM 1600 (WUCT), at 12pm on News Talk 
94.1/AM 1600 (WUCT), at 6pm on Lite Rock 95.9 (WLQK) and on 101.9/AM 
920 (WLIV), at 7pm on 106-9 Kicks Country (WKXD) and 93-3 The Dawg 
(WKXD-HD2), at 9pm on 96-9 Highway 111 Country (WUCH) 
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In addition to these issues, Stonecom Cookeville offers more than 50 local news 
updates per day across its stations.  

The stations air local community calendar announcements multiple times per 
day across all its stations. We also invite local community members to record 
public service announcements which air across multiple stations.  

We also participate in the Tennessee Association Of Broadcasters Public Service 
Program.  

 

Our stations serve the Upper Cumberland region of middle Tennessee: 
 

WBXE 93-7 – Baxter 
 

WKXD 106-9 – Monterey 
 

WKXD HD-2/93.3 – Monterey 
 

WKXD HD-3/104.7 - Monterey 
 

WLIV 101.9/920 – Livingston 
 

WLQK 95.9 – Livingston 
 

WUCH 96.9 – Cookeville  
 

WUCT 94.1/1600 -- Algood 
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Issue 1: Is the BEP Formula adequate? Does it discriminate against smaller district? How 
could some of the ideas being discussed help or hurt? Are their innovative things that 
could be done? 

Program Date: 

January 22-23 

Program Guest: 

White County Schools’ Director of Schools Kurt Dronebarger and Jackson County 
Director of Schools Kristy Brown 

 

Overview: 

By next week, there could be a new funding formula for public schools in the state of 
Tennessee. Following forums throughout the Fall, and following a one-week public 
comment period, state officials say they are ready to unveil a plan to replace the 
Basic Education Plan, which has served public schools in the state for better than 30 
years. There is concern among educators about what exactly the new plan will look 
like. Will the state of Tennessee fully fund education in a way that educators believe 
has not happened under the Basic Education Plan? White County Schools’ Director of 
Schools Kurt Dronebarger, and Jackson County Director of Schools Kristy Brown have 
not only watched – they’ve participated in the process. 

 

Key Takeaways:  

 The states declare new positions that must be formed in schools but school 
funding does not cover the nurses and counselors that are now mandated in 
each school to give each child the attention they need. 

 Each Tennessee county has different needs. The blanket ratios laid out in the 
current funding plans do not give the flexibility from school-to-school that makes 
sure each community is catered to. 

 Brown made sure to give emphasis to the fact that teachers need to be paid 
enough to encourage them to enter the profession and, more specifically, to 
encourage them to go to smaller school districts and stay there. 
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Issue 1: Is the BEP Formula adequate? Does it discriminate against smaller districts? 
How could some of the ideas being discussed help or hurt? Are their innovative things 
that could be done? 

Program Date: 

January 29-30 

Program Guest: 

White County Schools’ Director of Schools Kurt Dronebarger and Jackson County 
Director of Schools Kristy Brown 

 

Overview: 

Governor Bill Lee is expected to outline his thoughts on public education funding 
during his State of the State Address Monday. Changes to the Basic Education Plan 
have been a much talked about subject over the last 60 days. We continue our 
discussion of the changes, and what might impact local school systems like the White 
County Schools of Kurt Dronebarger, and the Jackson County Schools of Director Kristy 
Brown. 

 

Key Takeaways:  

 Brown advocates for the school administrators who are eager to have more 
accurate numbers and projections to see the impact these funding changes will 
have on schools.  

 Dronebarger elaborated on the tension felt by schools as they are facing the 
end of the extra government funding brought on by the Coronavirus outbreak. 

 The current BEP formula has officially been deemed “dead” which makes the 
upcoming voting opportunities critical for the future of schools and teachers. 

 Schools need more tailored funding because they are working together to 
diversify the workforce by offering different specialties at different schools to 
make their region more attractive to employers and future development. 
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Issue 1:  Is the BEP Formula adequate? Does it discriminate against smaller districts? 
How could some of the ideas being discussed help or hurt? Are their innovative things 
that could be done? 

Program Date: 

February 5-6 

Program Guest: 

Ron Shultis and Jason Edmonds from The Beacon Center 

 

Overview: 

Governor Bill Lee announced this week he plans to submit a detailed education 
funding proposal to legislators by mid-February. Thursday, he announced the new 
funding formula will be called, “The Tennessee Investment in Student Achievement” – 
the focus on students, not systems. One nonprofit, nonpartisan organization in our state 
says it’s time that the education formula is changed. The Beacon Center based in 
Nashville calls the current system, “complicated and outdated.” Ron Shultis and Jason 
Edmonds from The Beacon Center discuss what the center would like to see. 

 

Key Takeaways:  

 The Beacon center focuses on distilling and communicating the government’s 
school funding data by looking through hundreds of pages of spreadsheets 
provided for the government and reorganizing the information. 

 Tennessee schools are held back by the fact that principals are only in charge 
of about 8 percent of available funds in their school. Other states have 
changed to a more student-lead funding procedure that simplifies funding and 
authority. 

 It is important to ask if we should incentivize academic outcomes and, if so, 
which outcomes matter as proper measures of success.  

 Heavy emphasis was placed on diverting from our current funding formula, the 
most complex in the country, to one that is based on individual student needs.  
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Issue 2: With a second series of tornadoes in just over two years, Tennessee seems 
more at risk for storms than ever. What is the truth about tornadoes? What do we know 
about how they form? Is Tennessee more susceptible to nighttime tornadoes? How do 
we protect ourselves and prepare? 

Program Date: 

February 12-13 

Program Guest: 

Krissy Hurley from The National Weather Service 
 

Overview: 

Friday’s 60 degree temperatures and strong winds are a reminder that storm season is 
fast approaching. It’s not when you might typically think in the Upper Cumberland, 
and across the state of Tennessee. In fact, according to National Weather Service 
Meteorologist Krissy Hurley, we’re getting to the heart of the season when storms can 
happen in our neck of the woods. 

 

Key Takeaways:  

 Krissy defined tornadoes, how we gauge their severity, and the difference 
between a tornado and a funnel cloud. Tornadoes are rotating columns of air 
that touch clouds and the ground while Funnel Clouds only touch the clouds 
while rotating. Low, descending clouds are not something to be concerned 
about unless those clouds are rotating. 

 Tornadoes have three ingredients: Moisture, which Tennessee has in ample 
amounts coming from the Gulf of Mexico, wind shear, which we can build as 
different wind speeds coming from different directions layer on each other, and 
the approach of a new weather system in the area. Changes in air 
temperature, pressure, and weather exacerbate these ingredients.  

 It is important to recognize that we are becoming more aware of storms as 
social media and communication excel. This can make the storms seem more 
often or more dangerous as we are seeing more of the damage in a first-hand 
way from our communities as it happens. Instead of seeing this as more reason 
to fear, use this as an opportunity to educate yourself and be prepared in the 
future.  
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Issue 3: Food Insecurity in America. What is it? Is it on the rise? What are the challenges 
of food insecurity in a region like the Upper Cumberland? How have societal changes 
impacted the issue? 

Program Date: 

February 19-20 

Program Guest: 

Samantha Hutson, TN Tech Human Ecology Professor 
 

Overview: 

There have been many struggles inside the COVID pandemic. One of those is the 
growing food insecurity in the United States. One estimate says food insecurity rates 
across the nation for families with children rose by nearly two thirds during the 
pandemic. Close to 1 in 5 U.S. families reported in the winter of 2020 that they did not 
have enough. What is food insecurity? What can be done? Research is going on at 
Tennessee Tech to help with the issue. Samantha Hutson is a Tennessee Tech Human 
Ecology Professor. 

 

Key Takeaways:  

 Food insecurity is not the same as hunger. Food insecurity is defined as an 
economic issue, not a hunger issue, where people do not have consistent 
access to adequate or preferred foods for caloric and health benefits. 

 Many rural areas are scarce of grocery stores where they could find fresh 
produce or more health-empowering foods. Many communities are limited to 
foods available in convenience stores or gas stations as they do not have the 
transportation or means to access quality foods. 

 About 15% of Americans are food insecure and COVID is bringing these 
numbers higher. In the Upper Cumberland specifically, rates are slightly higher 
than the average, around 14%-17%. 

 Gardening has decreased drastically in recent years and new programs such as 
community gardens and 4-H are aiming to bring that sustainable knowledge 
back to communities. 

 There are many programs, both for children and families, that supply food to 
food deserts through city organizations and schools alike. Always ask for help. 
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Issue 2: With a second series of tornadoes in just over two years, Tennessee seems 
more at risk for storms than ever. What is the truth about tornadoes? What do we know 
about how they form? Is Tennessee more susceptible to nighttime tornadoes? How do 
we protect ourselves and prepare? 

Program Date: 

February 26-27 

Program Guest: 

Kelsey Ellis, Hazard Climatologist and Assistant Professor of Geography at UT Knoxville 
 

Overview: 

This week marks the anniversary of the tragic tornadoes that killed 19 across the Upper 
Cumberland. Research is going on at the University of Tennessee to try to understand 
why Tennessee has more nighttime tornadoes than just about any part of the country. 
Kelsey Ellis is a Hazard Climatologist, and Assistant Professor of Geography at 
Tennessee Knoxville. 

 

Key Takeaways:  

 The forecasts given by the National Weather Service are incredibly accurate 
and should be taken seriously and sought out. They can predict these storms 
days in advance. 

 There is a false sense of security in the upper Southeastern states as communities 
think that because they are in Tennessee and out of “Tornado Alley”, they are 
safe. This is not the case and the lack of information and preparedness is a 
serious worry in these states. 

 Half of Tennessee’s tornadoes happen at night. Tennessee is the leader in 
nocturnal tornadoes, which are more likely to cause fatalities as people are 
sleeping in unsafe structure or are unable to be warned. 

 Our building codes in Tennessee have only recently been restructured with 
Tornadoes in mind as of 2011. It is critical that we do not underestimate these 
storms and the impact they will continue to have on the Southeast. The public 
here is more vulnerable because this information is so new.  
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Issue 3: Food Insecurity in America. What is it? Is it on the rise? What are the challenges 
of food insecurity in a region like the Upper Cumberland? How have societal changes 
impacted the issue? 

Program Date: 

March 5-6 

Program Guest: 

Jeff Hodges, CHOICES Program Manager, and Emily Sells, Senior Center Services 
Coordinator, from UCDD 

 

Overview: 

The Upper Cumberland Development District provides several programs to help those 
who are dealing with food insecurity – that is, access to quality food. Jeff Hodges and 
Emily Sells from UCDD are here today to talk about the options. 

 

Key Takeaways:  

 The Upper Cumberland has a serious problem with food deserts. Rural 
communities suffer because stores can be too far to access or residents may be 
home bound and unable to make the trip out to receive truly nourishing foods. 

 Rural communities that at one time supplemented their available foods with 
home gardening and farming have stepped away from this individual 
sustainability and now lack access to fresh, healthy options as they have to 
sustain on only the preservative-rich options available at convenience stores 
found locally. 

 The UCDD is working with many community forces to bring hot and cold meal 
options to hard-to-reach communities. There are currently 15 sites for residents to 
receive meals from the UCDD that contain foods chosen specifically for their 
wellness. 

 Enrollment in the UCDD seniors’ program is incredibly simple and you can begin 
benefits immediately. Simply contact your local senior center for more 
information and to register. Meals provided by the UCDD are formulated with 
specific nutrient percentages in mind to better nourish the community. 
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Issue 1: Is the BEP Formula adequate? Does it discriminate against smaller districts? 
How could some of the ideas being discussed help or hurt? Are their innovative things 
that could be done? 

Program Date: 

March 12-13 

Program Guest: 

David Mansouri, CEO of Tennessee SCORE 

 

Overview: 

Legislative committees on Capitol Hill in Nashville took their first in depth look at the 
Governor’s new funding formula for state education. We go inside that formula with 
the head of Tennessee SCORE – a group that wants to sustain and increase 
Tennessee’s growth in academic achievement. Its President and CEO is David 
Mansouri. 

 

Key Takeaways:  

 Mansouri believes a change to the education funding policy would be an 
incredible opportunity. Student needs have changed drastically in the last thirty 
years since the last formula plan was introduced. 

 The new plan introduced by Governor Lee is more focused on prioritizing 
individual student needs and is a great way to set Tennessee up for success in 
the coming years as educators and staff aim to educate students that are more 
prepared for entering the workforces that are always changing in Tennessee 
and the nation as a whole. 

 The new plan takes into account the student’s background and capabilities. 
Changes per student would include language barriers, poverty levels, extra 
classes needed, etc. The admission of and focus on these changes allows 
taxpayers to much more aptly understand and predict schooling costs per 
student. 

 Traditionally, the BEP calculated teachers as a resource into the formula. The 
new plan gives the district a sum to use much more flexibly as districts can see 
the best way to make investments to better support the educators that they 
have on staff who are working in a changing administrative and career climate. 
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Issue 2: With a second series of tornadoes in just over two years, Tennessee seems 
more at risk for storms than ever. What is the truth about tornadoes? What do we know 
about how they form? Is Tennessee more susceptible to nighttime tornadoes? How do 
we protect ourselves and prepare? 

Program Date: 

March 19-20 

Program Guest: 

Tyler Smith, EMA Director for Putnam County. 

 

Overview: 

March is that time of the year when severe weather begins across our region. Cold 
temperatures, then warm temperatures, lots of wind – they all come into play as does 
moisture from the Gulf of Mexico. How should your family prepare for the severe 
weather season? We put that question to Tyler Smith, longtime EMA Director for 
Putnam County. 

 

Key Takeaways:  

 More tornadoes mean more preparation for local storm officials. They work the 
systems and prepare more today than ever.  

 Storm spotters are citizens that have been educated to spot wall or funnel 
clouds that may turn into dangerous weather conditions. These spotters know 
what is worth reporting and when to report weather which is invaluable to the 
weather services as some areas are in gray spots on Doppler systems and are 
hard to detect. 

 Calling the weather service unnecessarily can be damaging to their processes 
of warnings and receiving reports so knowing what is worth reporting is vital. 

 Local emergency response teams work alongside national organizations to 
identify, handle, and prepare for storms.  

 The most important thing we can do as citizens is to make sure we always have 
a plan of action in place. Cell networks and televisions can go down in a storm 
and you need another way to be informed. Make sure you have a safe, sturdy 
structure identified to travel to and a way to reunite if separated. 
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Issue 1: Is the BEP Formula adequate? Does it discriminate against smaller districts? 
How could some of the ideas being discussed help or hurt? Are their innovative things 
that could be done? 

Program Date: 

March 26-27 

Program Guest: 

Overton County Education Association President Jennifer Eislander 

 

Overview: 

Governor Bill Lee’s new funding formula for public education faced some of its 
toughest questions so far this week as the legislature bore down into the details. 
Overton County teacher Jennifer Eislander has spent a lot of time in the last several 
weeks trying herself to get answers to questions that she and her colleagues have 
about what the plan will truly mean for schools across the state. In particular, school 
systems like Overton County. 

 

Key Takeaways:  

 The previous iteration of the BEP was formulated with the idea that all budgeting 
would only account for total number of students in a district. This fails to 
recognize that these student populations may be split unevenly between 
several different schools in one district. Thusly, the budget does not account for 
providing librarians, PE teachers, and guidance counselors to each school 
individually and schools must use their local budget to supplement these needs. 

 Even when teachers are promised a raise by the government, they may not 
receive all of it due to funding discrepancies and imbalances that the formula 
does not account for. 

 Eislander believes charter schools will eventually spread to every county. These 
will pull funds away from current school needs, lessening their already 
unsustainable budget. The funding formula needs to change to protect against 
this new stress on the budget. 


