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Program Notes for Public File

Section I. Issues
 History and Politics
 International Issues
 Climate
 Human Rights
 Crime
 Politics
 Medicine/Health Issues

Section II. Responsive Programs

Alternative Radio 2021 Q2 Program Notes
All programs below have aired 0600 on the dates listed below and are 60 minutes in duration.

Air Date: 27 June 2021: Noam Chomsky, by any measure, has led a most extraordinary life. In 
one index he is ranked as the eighth most cited person in history, right up there with Aristotle, 
Shakespeare, Marx, Plato and Freud. The MIT professor’s contributions to modern linguistics are 
legendary. In addition to his pioneering work in that field, he has been a leading voice for peace and 
social justice for many decades. Chris Hedges says he is “America’s greatest intellectual” who “makes 
the powerful, as well as their liberal apologists, deeply uncomfortable.” He is Institute Professor 
Emeritus in the Department of Linguistics and Philosophy at MIT and Laureate Professor of 
Linguistics and Haury Chair in the Program in Environment and Social Justice at the University of 
Arizona. At 92, he is still active; writing and giving interviews to the media all over the world. He is 
the author of scores of books, including Propaganda & the Public Mind, How the World 
Works, Power Systems and Global Discontents with David Barsamian. His latest books are Climate 
Crisis and the Global Green New Deal and Consequences of Capitalism: Manufacturing Discontent 
and Resistance.

Air Date: 20 June 2021: The digital age has given birth to hackers who carry out cyberattacks on 
our personal data, on pipelines, energy grids and meat processing plants. There are also hackers who 
practice the sharing of software, open sourcing and the secure free flow of information. Maureen 
Webb says they “are making some of the most important contributions to preserving our liberal 
democratic tradition in the 21st century.

Air Date: 6- 13 June 2021: The news from India is grim. A Covid wave is sweeping the country, 
inflicting widespread misery and deaths. Government figures of Covid-related fatalities are widely 
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seen as very much underreported. India may soon pass the U.S. as the global leader in deaths. 
Analysts say that the country wasn’t prepared to handle the surge. Hospitals have been overwhelmed 
and there are acute shortages of oxygen, medicine and vaccines. The country is ruled by Narendra 
Modi of the Bharatiya Janata Party, the BJP. It is a Hindu nationalist party. It has come under wide 
criticism for its handling of the crisis. Noted writer Arundhati Roy says, “It is hard to convey the full 
depth and range of the trauma, chaos and indignity that India’s Covid catastrophe has inflicted. 
Meanwhile, Modi and his allies tell people not to complain.”

Air Date 30 May 2021: While we are regaled with images of Mars, back here on Earth our planet 
and its people are in distress. The eco-crisis continues unabated. There are wars and the threats of 
wars. And, of course, the coronavirus. The pandemic has not only taken millions of lives it has 
revealed in graphic terms the acute inequalities between the haves and the have nots. Rapacious 
capitalism preys on insecurity. It creates a class of vulnerable people who are easily exploited. To 
secure a brighter, more equitable and just future a radical transformation of our economy and society 
is required. As Astra Taylor warns us we either “shift course or race off the cliff, taking” the future 
“down with us.”

Air Date: Part 1:  9 May 2021, Part 2: 16 May 2021: China is one of the oldest cultures in the 
world with a rich history. The ancient Middle Kingdom is today’s People’s Republic of China. For 
several centuries prior to the creation of the PRC, China endured invasions, occupations, civil wars 
and famine. Today it is an economic powerhouse. Its influence is expanding across the globe. 
However, relations between Washington and Beijing have become increasingly confrontational. 
Secretary of State Blinken warned China not to upset what he called the “rules-based order” and 
“anyone who poses a challenge to that order, we’re going to stand up and defend it.” He noted China 
is acting “more aggressively abroad.” At the same time, the Pentagon sends its warships off of China’s 
coast and surrounds China with American military bases. Washington sees China as a threat to its 
hegemony. A new Cold War is brewing.

Air Date 2 May 2021: The Islamic Republic of Iran and the United States have been at loggerheads 
ever since America’s ally, the shah, was overthrown in 1979. Iran was an important part of U.S. 
hegemony in the Middle East. In the decades since, Washington has waged cyber warfare, drone 
strikes, assassinations, sabotage and sanctions against Tehran. Washington and its media echo 
chamber portray Iran as dangerous and threatening even though it’s surrounded by American bases 
and spends just a pittance on weaponry compared to the U.S. But hostility wasn’t always the norm. 
There’s a rich and mostly hidden history that began several hundred years ago where the two 
countries had friendly relations. Historian John Ghazvinian said that relationship was filled mutual 
“admiration, warmth, and benevolence.”

Air Date: 25 April 2021: A great practitioner, publisher and defender of poetry was Lawrence 
Ferlinghetti. He passed away just shy of his 102nd birthday earlier this year. Born in Yonkers, New 
York in 1919, his education was paused for World War II and Atlantic and Pacific tours in the U.S. 
Navy. He witnessed firsthand the ruins of Nagasaki after the atomic bombing in 1945. He became a 
committed voice for peace and social justice. Ferlinghetti co-founded the country’s first all-
paperback bookstore, City Lights Books in San Francisco in 1955. Bay area poets Kenneth Patchen 
and Kenneth Rexroth, then Denise Levertov and Allen Ginsberg appeared under the City Lights 
imprint. The small press got national attention when Ferlinghetti and his partner were arrested on 



obscenity charges for publishing Ginsberg’s poem Howl. The People of the State of California v. 
Lawrence Ferlinghetti proved an important victory for freedom of expression over censorship laws. 
Ferlinghetti had anarchist leanings. He remained politically committed through his art, and to 
liberation movements in Latin America especially.
Air Date: 18 April 2021: Is Noam Chomsky an anti-Semite? How about Amy Goodman and 
Naomi Klein? The question may sound absurd. Yet, according to the definition of anti-Semitism that 
more than 30 countries including the United States under the Biden administration have adopted, 
Chomsky, Goodman and Klein could very well be labeled as such. Why? They are critical of Israeli 
policies. Zionism is the late 19th century Jewish national movement. The origin of the term is the 
Hebrew word “Zion” often used as a synonym for Jerusalem and Israel.

Air Date: 4 April  2021: There’s a new Jim Crow in the U.S. This 2.0 version is legislation passed 
by politicians who mouth pieties about protecting our sacred right to vote and the integrity of 
elections. After one of the most secure and verified elections in U.S. history there is a wave of voter 
suppression laws being proposed across the country. According to the Brennan Center for Justice, 
Republican legislators in 43 states have introduced more than 250 bills that would make it harder to 
vote. These measures primarily seek to impose stricter voter ID requirements, reduce the number of 
polling places, limit mail drop boxes and early voting. These actions are an open assault on the 1965 
Voting Rights Act that Dr. King, John Lewis and so many others fought for. What’s going on with 
American democracy?


