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Public Affairs
WKSQ-FM airs the public affairs show “Maine View” that is designed to address 
important community issues. The following is a list of show topics during the Quarter.  
Each edition of Maine View also includes Maine Governor Paul LePage's weekly radio 
address and the response from the Democrat Party in Maine. Each address runs roughly 5 
minutes. Maine View has a run time of 20 minutes and airs Sunday at 6:00am

4/6: This week’s Maine view was an interview with Peggy Riley, Media Relations 
Specialist for the Internal Revenue Service. Riley covers a large area - from New 
England south through Maryland. Discussed were the tax filing deadline, common 
mistakes in filing, and other general information.  Riley noted that persons filing late and 
needing IRS assistance are likely to have a long time waiting via phone. She urged people 
to find other organizations (AARP, Senior Centers) who also offer help in preparing 
taxes. And she cautioned about "fly-by-night" tax preparers who are neither qualified to 
prepare forms and will not be accountable for mistakes. On audits, Riley said 'red flags' 
for audits include heavy deductions for someone making little income, and/or a radical 
change in filing status from the previous year(s).

4/13: Washington DC Political Analysts Brent Littlefield and Jamie Gregorain join talk 
show hosts George Hale and Ric Tyler on a discussion/debate over the role of women in 
politics and how infrequently they seem to fall prey to personal scandal, unlike noted 
male politicians.  The second half of our conversation invited Maine Republican Senator 
Susan Collins, who enjoys 79.4% favorability rating, and more than 4.5 million dollars 
rose in her reelection bid.    

4/20: Maine State Representative Sara Gideon (D-Freeport) lead talk show hosts George 
Hale and Ric Tyler on a discussion/debate over Narcan, a drug that can revive an addict 
overdosed on heroin or prescription drugs.  Governor Paul LePage has expressed concern 
over a bill that allows more law enforcement, first responders and family of addicts’ 
access to the drug -- which LePage fears -- may enable addicts to continue usage. 
Blueberry Broadcasting Colleague Mike Dow speaks with documentary maker Ken 
Burns on the eve of his newest production "The Address."  Burns following children with 
learning challenges as they memorize and deliver President Abraham Lincoln's 
Gettysburg Address.  Mike leads Ken in talking about the importance of memorization 
and "people singing together" in the artistic creation of "The Address."



4/27: This week’s Maine View was an interview with Keri Davis, one of the founders of 
The Relatively Stable in Benton, adjacent to Waterville. The farm has two purposes; to 
care for neglected and/or unwanted horses from the state, and use the rehabilitation of the 
animals to help children with emotional problems such as ADD. Why horses? "Horses 
are the truth," said Davis. "They sense and respond well to the children and that 
sentiment is returned." Joining Davis in the studio were Morgan Gurney, one of the 
program's participating children, and her mother, Terri Gurney. In addition, the 
Relatively Stable farm provides more traditional horse activities such as riding and 
training lessons. The farm receives no state subsidies, so it depends on volunteer support 
and financial gifts usually in the form of certificates from Tractor Supply Company. 

5/4: This week's edition of Maine View features Maine Attorney General Janet Mills and 
Amanda Cost of Spruce Run, the domestic violence prevention and victim advocate 
program in Penobscot and Piscataquis Counties. Mills and Cost dig into the Domestic 
Abuse Homicide Review Panel's twice-a-year report on the troubling trend of domestic 
violence related homicides in Maine.   44 percent of homicides in Maine involving family 
members or spouses killing those they were supposed to love most. It’s a trend that has 
held for years. We talk about recommendations, trends and Erin's Run, a weekend benefit 
for Spruce Run named after a volunteer who died of cancer.

5/11: This week's edition of Maine View recalls the successful completion of Maine 
Fiber Company installation of Maine’s “Three Ring Binder” fiber optic network. Jeff 
McCarthy, Vice President of Business Development for MFC explains the origin of the 
grant, the reach of the broadband and what must happen next to better wire more of 
Maine homes and businesses. Also, Bari Newport of Penobscot Theatre introduces us to 
Brendon Powers who star in Thornton Wilder's "Our Town" running through May 11th.  
Our Town can be a depressing production.  Bari and Brendon explain how this 
production, in a way, inspires, with unique staging and live, original music each night of 
the show.  

5/18: The 30th annual (bicycle) Trek Across Maine, sponsored by the American Lung 
Association was this weeks topic. Our Guests were; Kim Chamard Volunteer 
Coordinator, Ed Miller Vice President of Public Policy ALA-ME, George Eastman and 
Scott Humphrey veteran trekkers and part of Charlie's Big Wheels team. The 3-Day trek 
is set for Father's Day weekend, June 13-15, 2014, with subsequent stop at the U-Maine 
Farmington, Colby College in Waterville, and Belfast. The distance is more than 170 
miles. Discussed were the massive volunteer effort, and the cooperation of the colleges 
and law enforcement. Pledges for the Trek can be made for an individual or a team, and 
all monies raised will go directly to the efforts of the ALA-ME. Two key words, all 
agreed, are Safety and Companionship. Friendly competition is also part of the team 
philosophy. Eastman and Humphrey said training before the Trek is essential, as is 
familiarity with the bicycle. Other cyclists are more than willing to help with any trouble, 
and there are medical personnel on call if needed.



5/25: This week’s Maine View was an interview with Bob Maynes, Director of 
Marketing and Director of International Sales for Mathews Brothers Company of Belfast, 
Maine. The company, best known for its quality windows and doors, has been operating 
in Belfast continually since 1854. On May 30, 2014, in honor of the 160th anniversary, 
the company officially dedicated a new building in Belfast - a combination marketing 
office and showroom facility on Spring Street. To support the dedication, Boston-based, 
syndicated radio personality Howie Carr broadcast his daily afternoon show (heard on 
Blueberry's 'Voice of Maine' stations) from the Augusta studios of Blueberry on 
Thursday, May 29, 2014. Carr was also expected to speak at the dedication.
-Maynes said Mathews Brothers currently employs 130 persons, and adds more 
seasonally. The company has expanded internationally, especially in Mexico and South 
America. He said the company's technology has changed dramatically over the decades - 
including the addition of CNC (computer numerically controlled) machines. The product 
lines of windows are vast, and custom work is Mathew's specialty. Mathews has been 
honored with many awards, including the Governor's Award for Business Excellence 20 
years ago.

6/1: This week's edition of Maine View features an in studio discussion with Maine 
Department of Health and Human Services Commissioner Mary Mayhew about the 
recent report compiled by the Donald Alexander Group.  The Alexander group carries a 
reputation of conservatism.  Republican Governor Paul LePage ordered a review of 
Maine multi-billion dollar DHHS. The report, once complete with all steps, will cost 
close to a million dollars. Democrats balked even before reading the report.  Mayhew 
speaks of the recommendations, the politics and the need to sharpen policy. Also, we 
speak with Democrat for Senate Shenna Bellows.  She phoned us the morning after 
Independent Senator Angus King, who caucuses with Democrats in Washington, called 
her to tell Shenna that he was endorsing Republican Senator Susan Collins in Collins' 
reelection bid.  Bellow, classy, speaks of the differences between herself and Collins, and 
reacts to the call that some might find mystifying.

6/8: This week's edition of Maine View features competing view of the US 
Environmental Protection Agency's draft rules requiring US power plants to curb carbon 
dioxide emissions by 30%, compared to 2005 levels, by 2030.  First from Dylan 
Voorhees, Clean Energy Director of the Natural Resources Council of Maine, which is 
cheering the ruling.  Then from Dan Kish, Senior VP of Policy at the Institute for Energy 
Research.  With each we discuss the cost of implementing the rules, the potential curbing 
of pollution, the likelihood of higher utility costs and subsequent cost of all products and, 
of course, the politics.



6/15: On Friday, June 13, 2014, Blueberry Broadcasting conducted an interview with 
Anne Davis, Director of the Gardiner Public Library in Gardiner, Maine. Discussed were 
the upcoming annual book sale at the library (one of their biggest fundraisers) on June 21, 
and ongoing improvements to the library building itself. The next objective is improving 
the air and humidity of the archives room - in the basement of the library. Fundraising, 
Davis explained, is separate from the city funding of the library. And the Gardiner 
Library is facing a possible budget cut of 10,000 dollars per year. Future improvements 
include foundation work around the building on Water Street. 
-Davis said the recent move by Augusta voters to modernize the Lithgow Library bodes 
well for all libraries, as they continue to be a gathering place for the public and public 
information. The Gardiner Library has reciprocity with the Lithgow Library.

6/22: This week's edition of Maine View features an interview with Bob Parsloe, 
President & CEO of Phoenix Wireless, which will soon bring 4G LTE wireless phone 
and Internet services to Eastern Hancock and Washington Counties.  Bob explains the 
deal and decisions surrounding it, including 29 new sites with 4G LTE coverage and in 
doing so, will construct between 10 and 13 new tower structures that will deliver service 
to populations that have never before had access to true carrier grade high speed wireless 
mobile or Internet service. Also, we speak with Bari Newport and Christie Robinson of 
Penobscot Theatre on the final production of the season, the Rocky Horror Show. Both 
speak of the challenges of staging the show in the historic Opera House when fans are 
squirting water, throwing newspapers -- but not toast.  They address the "raunchy-ness" 
that they dial up in the show that turns 40 just as the theatre itself turns 40.

6/29: This week's edition of Maine View was an interview with Dr. John Burke, founding 
partner of Mid-Maine Internal Medicine and founder of a new venture - Maine Laser 
Skin Care of Augusta. Discussed was the assumption (sale) of Mid-Maine Internal 
Medicine to the new conglomerate of Maine General Medical Center in Augusta. Long a 
pillar of the communities of Winslow and Vassalboro, Burke said the new technologies 
of laser skin care (and associated treatments) always interested him, and the demand and 
timing was right to start the new business. Among its offerings are Botox treatments, 
Latisse (eyelashes), Hydrafacial, and Vaser Shaping (fat burning). Among its uses Laser 
is utilized for skin rejuvenation, hair removal, Rosacea, Spider Veins and acne.
-Burke said the treatments are not just for "vanity," but for improved appearance and self-
esteem. Although many of his clients are women, he said about 10 per cent are men. 
Burke was recently awarded a fellowship from the American Society of Laser Medicine 
and Surgery.


