
Quarterly Issues Programs List for 
WPHM, Port Huron
April 1st – June 30th

Section I Issues 

The station has identified the following issues as significant issues facing our community in this second
quarter of 2018:

A. Issues with Downtown Port Huron Parking

B. The Opioid Epidemic

C. Changes at Area Parks

D. Rising Airborne Lead in Port Huron

E. Progress of Economic Development Projects

F. Animal Control Changes in St. Clair County 

G. Effects of Trade Policies

H. Lack of Fresh Food in Neighborhoods

I. Local Community Events and Fundraisers

Section II Responsive Programs

A. Issues with Downtown Port Huron Parking

Due to the increased occupancy of downtown storefronts and lofts, there are more and more vehicles in
Downtown Port Huron. The City of Port Huron announced a new parking enforcement policy starting 
Monday April 9th. Certain city parking spots will be marked either as permit only spots or as visitor 
parking spots. Twenty dollar fines will be issued to those who overstay the 3 hour time limit in the 
visitor spots. Furthermore, four parking spaces in the West Quay Street parking lot will be designated 
for kayak launch users. City Manager James Freed announced these changes on the WPHM morning 
show April 2nd. A news story aired on WPHM April 3rd. The changes in parking policy were also 
featured in the following weekend's public affairs program. On Tuesday May 8th, a news story aired on 
WPHM about the addition of 15 parking spaces on 4th street and 41 new parking spaces on a current 
vacant lot on Military Street. 

B. The Opioid Epidemic

A public forum on the prescription painkiller overdose issue was held Thursday April 12 in the Port 
Huron. The event featured representatives from the county health department and other local agencies. 



As a precursor to the event, a different perspective of the Opioid Epidemic was featured every morning 
that week during WPHM news. The interviews included representatives from the health, law 
enforcement, recovery, and religious communities. Over 70 St. Clair County Residents died in 2016 
from drug overdoses. The Opioid Epidemic was also the subject of the following weekend's public 
affairs program.

C. Changes at Area Parks

Several parks and recreation related issues were addressed during the second quarter of 2018. One of 
these issues was the official banning of smoking in City of Port Huron parks and beaches. City council 
introduced an ordinance to ban the use of tobacco products at their April 23rd meeting. WPHM spoke to
Port Huron  Mayor Pauline Repp the following morning. News stories on the potential tobacco ban 
aired Wednesday morning on WPHM and was also featured on the following weekend's public affairs 
program. On Tuesday May 15th, WPHM reported on the passage of the no smoking ordinance. 

Another Parks and Recreation issue addressed was the recent overhaul of Marysville Park. The City of 
Marysville invested a quarter of a million dollars to rebuild the city's little league ball fields. Mayor 
Dan Damman says the newly redone ball fields have attracted the attention of tournaments that could 
bring visitors to the local area. The city also refurbished the former fire hall turned community center in
Mayrsville park. The re-dedication of both the ball fields and the park was the subject of a public 
affairs program that aired April 21-22nd. WPHM's Paul Miller broadcasted live from the redone 
community center on June 15th where he spoke to Recreation Director Stefanie DeNardin about the 
recent changes at Marysville Park.
 
Also, a brand new play are was dedicated at Port Huron's Palmer Park on June 7th. The play area is 
called “Sprout City” and is designed to be an interactive miniature city where youngsters can ride 
bikes, play in the sandbox, and learn about different types of businesses and careers. Port Huron 
Recreation Director Nancy Winzer spoke to WPHM at the event and was featured in the following 
morning's newscast.

D. Rising Airborne Lead in Port Huron

Michigan Department of Environmental Quality Air Monitors recorded  higher than normal lead 
emissions from a Port Huron factory. As a result, the DEQ and the St. Clair County Health Department 
performed lead tests to those in the neighborhoods. The increased lead emissions and subsequent tests 
were the subject of a public affairs program the weekend of May 19-20. A news story aired about the 
elevated lead levels on May 21st on WPHM. The following month, it was announced that the health 
department will be offering free lead testing to those living in the neighborhoods surrounding the 
factory. Chief Medical Officer Dr. Annette Mercatante was a guest on the WPHM morning show 
Monday June 25th where she provided tips on how to prevent lead exposure. A news story about the 
lead testing aired the following day. 

E. Progress of Economic Development Projects

A number of large economic development projects are taking place in St. Clair and Sanilac Counties. 
One of these is the the St. Clair Inn. Owner Jeff Katofsky gave local media a tour of the construction 
ongoing at the hotel in St. Clair. The inn's redevelopment was the subject of a news story on Friday 
May 18th. On the prior day, Katofsky was a guest on the WPHM morning show where he announced  
his intent to purchase the vacant Harrington Inn in Downtown Port Huron. The progress of the St. Clair



Inn and the newly announced Harrington project was featured on that weekend's public affairs 
program.

Meanwhile in Sanilac County's Village of Lexington, the Roxbury Group invested 3.5 million dollars 
into the Cadillac House hotel and restaurant. Developer Stacy Fox spoke to WPHM about the grand 
opening planned for the Cadillac House. The hotel and restaurant were featured in WPHM news on 
June 8th and the following weekend's public affairs program.

And in Marine City, the new Inn on Water Street opened its doors on May 4th. Jeff Mason of the 
Michigan Economic Development Corporation was a guest on the WPHM morning show that morning 
talking about the economic significance of the project.

F. Animal Control Changes in St. Clair County

After nearly 8 years of St. Clair County Animal Control reporting to Sheriff Tim Donnellon, the county
board of commissioners decided to start the search process for a director of animal control. St. Clair 
County Commissioner Greg McConnel was a guest on the WPHM Morning Show on June 8th who 
explained why the commission felt a separate director was necessary. A news story on the search for a 
new animal control director aired Monday June 11th and was also the subject of the following 
weekend's public affairs program. St. Clair CountY Sheriff Tim Donnellon was a guest on the WPHM 
Morning Show on June 25th who provided an update on the changes to animal control.

G. Effects of Trade Policies

With threats of tariffs on foreign imports, and the potential for retaliatory tariffs on agricultural 
products, area manufactures and farmers alike are worried. Michigan farmer Dan Keenan was featured 
on the “Week in Review” program Sunday April 8th, discussing how tariffs could affect his livelihood. 
Mary Buchzeiger, CEO of  a Metro Detroit manufacturer was featured on WPHM news June 1st to talk 
about how she relies on Chinese trade to keep her Michigan factories operating. Also featured in 
WPHM's news was Jim Weakley, president of the Lake Carriers’ Association which represents the 
domestic Great Lakes shipping industry. He is supportive of the tariffs which he believes will benefit 
steel manufacturers and Michigan iron mines. Talk of tarriffs were also featured on Brownfield Agri-
business programming that aired on WPHM the week of June 18-22. Finally, Michigan Farm Bureau 
representatives were featured on a public affairs program June 23-24. Soybeans, which are subject to a 
proposed Chinese tariff, are the number one crop export in Michigan. Sanilac County is the state's 
largest grower of soybeans.

H. Lack of Fresh Food in Neighborhoods

The term “food desert” is sometimes used to describe certain neighborhoods in the City of Port Huron. 
In response, City Manager James Freed is appealing to Dollar General – who purchased property in the 
South Park Neighborhood – to build one of their “marketplaces” at this location. A Dollar General 
marketplace is a typical Dollar General store that also carries fresh produce and meat. A news story 
about his idea aired on WPHM on April 27th. Freed was also featured in a public affairs program the 
weekend of May 5-6.

I. Local Community Events and Fundraisers

The Following Public Service Announcements aired on WPHM:



• Dateline Schools, an education feature of St. Clair County RESA that airs weekdays at 6:20am 
on WPHM.

• A mother's day spring concert by the Schubert Male Chorus on May 12th

• St. Clair County Robotics Club Bowling Fundraiser May 12th

• Blue Water Sport Fishing's Salmon Stakes Tournament to benefit the Quota Club on April 28th

• A free food giveaway at Colonial Woods Missionary Church May 16th

• A home and garden sale at the Carsonville United Methodist Church on May 19th

• St. Clair Art Association's 5k fundraiser on June 23rd

• Port Huron Township flood cleanup event on May 10th

• St. Clair County Retiree's Association Luncheon on May 2nd

• A concert at Westminster Presbyterian Church on May 6th

• A mom to mom sale on April 21st

• The single parent oil change on May 5th at Griswold Street Baptist Church
• Blue Water Area Humane Society's yard sale on May 4th

• Boy Scout Troop 168 Pancake Breakfast on April 22nd

• A murder mystery dinner to benefit the Blue Water League of the Blind on April 21st

• New Horizons Band Concert on April 29th

• Sanilac County Junior High School Band Festival on April 17th

• Mid City Nutrition fashion show fundraiser on April 14th

• Anthony's Autism Awareness walk on April 21st

• Marwood Nursing and Rehab Essay Contest for school children
• Yale Senior Center's Pancake Breakfast April 15th

• A bowling fundraiser for a six year old diagnosed with a brain tumor on April 21st

• Vietnam Veterans of America golf outing on June 2nd

• Port Huron Schools Endowment Fund's 5k run fundraiser on June 16
• Smiths Creek Masonic Lodge's Pancake Breakfast on May 13th

• US Postal Service “Stamp Out Hunger” food drive on May 12th

• The “Feast of the St. Claire” historical reenactment on May 26-27
• St. Clair Recreation's summer jam at the St. Clair Skatepark on June 16
• Yale Senior Center's family bar-b-que on June 15th

• Free blood lead level tests by the St. Clair County Health Department on June 26


