
Quarterly Issues Programs List for 
WPHM, Port Huron

October 1st – December 31st 2018 

Section I Issues 

The station has identified the following issues as significant issues facing our community in the fourth 
quarter of 2018:

A. Issues surrounding the 2018 midterm elections

B. Economic development in the local area

C. Changes within City of Port Huron departments

D. Refuse removal in the City of Port Huron

E. Closure of a local elementary school

F. Underfunded municipal employee healthcare liabilities 

G. Effect of General Motors plant closures on the local area

H. Expanding early childhood and post-secondary education 

I. Helping those in need during the holidays

J. Local Community Events and Fundraisers

Section II Responsive Programs

A. Issues surrounding the 2018 midterm elections

The 2018 midterm elections, held Tuesday November 6th, featured a variety of national, state, and local 
candidates on the ballot. Those seeking to represent the 10th congressional district (which includes all of
St. Clair, Sanilac, Lapeer, Tuscola, Huron counties, as well as a portion of Macomb) participated in a 
candidate forum hosted by the City of Marysville on October 24th. In attendance was Congressman 
Paul Mitchell, and challengers Kimberly Bizon, Jeremy Perusky, and Harley Mikkelson. The event was
moderated by Marysville Mayor Dan Damman. Topics covered included healthcare, education, 
immigration, and tariffs. Highlights of the candidate forum were featured during WPHM news and 
public affairs programming that aired October 27th and 28th .

WPHM in conjunction with the Blue Water Area Chamber of Commerce sponsored two nights of 
candidate forums held at the Municipal Office Center in Port Huron. The forums were moderated by 
WPHM morning show host Paul Miller and fielded questions from the public. The first forum was held
October 16th, and featured candidates for the 81st and 83rd State House of Representative districts, and 



the 25th Senate district which include St. Clair and Sanilac Counties. A second forum was held October 
23rd, in which candidates for Port Huron City Council and Mayor participated in a similar event. Both 
forums were broadcasted live on WPHM and the station's web stream. Highlights of the forums were 
also featured in the following morning's news. 

Voters in the City of Port Huron had to deal with some changes in polling places for the 2018 midterm 
elections. Those in precincts 1, 3, and 9 had new locations to cast their ballots in the election. City 
Clerk Cyndee Jonseck was interviewed in which she explained the reason for the changes and where 
the new polling places are located. Jonseck also passed along last minute reminders to voters, such as 
how to vote in person absentee, and what is required of voters at the polls. Jonseck's conversation was 
featured during public affairs programming that aired November 3rd and 4th and WPHM news that aired
Monday November 5th.

B. Economic development in the local area

Work continued in the fourth quarter of 2018 on a ten story condo building in Port Huron. Blue Water 
View Condos reached an important milestone on Friday October 12th. The building reached its 
maximum height and a flag raising ceremony was  held to celebrate the accomplishment. Developer 
Allen Stevens was interviewed during the event in which he described the significance of the project 
and shared all of the amenities of the project. Stevens was featured in public affairs programming that 
aired October 13th and 14th and WPHM news that aired Monday October 15th. 

Some major economic development projects were also announced in the fourth quarter of 2018. City 
officials unveiled conceptual plans on Wednesday October 17th for a four season marketplace at the site 
of the former Art Van building in downtown Port Huron. The design called for half of the site to be 
razed and the other half turned into vendor space for a farmers market and artists. City Manager James 
Freed was interviewed and featured in public affairs programming that aired October 20th and 21st.

Port Huron business owners Steve Fernandez and Michelle Jones announced a grocery store will take 
up shop in downtown Port Huron. It was announced Tuesday November 6th that they have purchased 
Country Style Marketplace in Fort Gratiot Township and plan to open a grocery store in the former 
Woolworth's building at Huron and Grand River Avenues in Port  Huron. Fernandez shared his vision 
for the historic building, which will undergo over 2 million dollars worth of renovations, and was 
featured in public affairs programming that aired November 10th and 11th.

C. Changes within City of Port Huron departments

Some restructuring plans were announced within the City of Port Huron's Department of Public Works 
and City Engineers office. DPW  head Lennie Naeyeart resigned the week of November 12th and 
former Utilities Supervisor Eric Whitter was promoted to DPW Director. Additionally, some 
restructuring took place withing the departments that oversee city water, sewer, and utilities. A new 
DPW superintendents position was created which will be headed by Shawn Eagle. Amanda Huddas 
was named the new waste water manager and Dave Smith hired as engineering manager. City Manager 
James freed commented on the changes during WPHM news that aired the week of November 12th and 
was featured in public affairs programming that aired November 17th and 18th.

D. Refuse removal in the City of Port Huron

Numerous issues are to blame for delayed leaf and yard waste removal in the City of Port Huron this 



fall. Port Huron city officials say weather is to blame for most of the issues, delaying leaf pickup across
the city for several weeks. Earlier in 2018, a new contractor was named to handle the city's garbage, 
recycling, and yard waste services. Emterra environmental was the lowest bidder for a five year, $9 
million contract with the city. Port Huron Mayor Pauline Repp commented on the issues with Emterra 
during a discussion with WPHM morning show host Paul Miller on Tuesday November 27th and was 
featured in public affairs programming that aired December 1st and 2nd.

E. Closure of a local elementary school

During the third quarter of 2018, it was announced that the Port Huron Area School District would be 
closing Kimball Elementary School at the end of the 2018-19 school year. School officials say 
declining enrollment, due to birth rates and school of choice, as reason for the closure. The district also 
intends to cut the amount of classrooms at Roosevelt Elementary school. Port Huron Schools 
Superintendent Jamie Cain discussed the proposed changes and was featured in public affairs 
programming that aired November 24th and 25th. A special meeting of the Port Huron Area School 
District Board of Education was held Monday November 26th in which members voted in favor of 
Cain's proposal. Discussions from the special school board meeting were featured in WPHM  news on 
Tuesday November 27th. 

F. Underfunded municipal employee healthcare liabilities 

Unfunded liabilities, such as retiree healthcare and pension costs, have become quite a burden for cities
across Michigan and in the local area. The City of Port Huron alone has $111 million in unfunded 
liabilities. In response, Port Huron City Manager James Freed worked with fellow city managers and 
lawmakers to draft a package of bills that would allow cities to refinance some of these costs. The 
legislation had received approval from a Michigan Senate Committee when we talked with Freed in 
public affairs programming that aired December 1st and 2nd. The package of bills would later receive the
approval from both the full state house and senate, and ultimately signed into law by Governor Rick 
Snyder December 31st. 

G. Effect of General Motors plant closures on the local area

In November of 2018, General Motors announced the closure of five manufacturing plants throughout 
the county, including two in Michigan. CEO of the Economic Development Alliance of St. Clair 
County Dan Casey took a survey of local manufacturers to see who, if any, will be affected by the plant
closures. Casey said 11 local suppliers, including the county's largest automotive supplier, responded to
the survey and that little to no change in the local workforce is expected. Casey was interviewed on the 
WPHM morning show Wednesday December 5th and was featured in public affairs programming that 
aired December 8th and 9th.

H. Expanding early childhood and post-secondary education 

Exposing area high school students to careers in manufacturing was the goal of St. Clair County 
Regional Education Service Agency's (RESA) Manufacturing Day celebrated all through the month of 
October. High school students from all seven St. Clair County High Schools would take tours of area 
manufacturing facilities. Director of Education Services Brenda Tenniswood discussed the importance 
of the experience in on the WPHM morning show Wednesday October 3rd and was featured in public 
affairs programs that aired October 6th and 7th .



St. Clair County RESA also expanded their early childhood offerings by leasing the top floor of the 
current Marysville City Hall building at 1111 Delaware Avenue starting in 2019. A rental agreement 
between the Marysville City Council and RESA was approved in November, and RESA superintendent 
Kevin Miller and Marysville City Manager Randy Fernandez talked the lease on the WPHM morning 
show and during public affairs programs that aired December 29th and 30th. The agreement will run 
through October of 2019, at which time the new Marysville City Hall building is expected to completed
and the entire old building could be offered up to RESA. 

I. Helping those in need during the holidays

Every December, the Salvation Army distributes packages of food, clothes, and gifts to those in need 
throughout the local area. This year's distribution day was held Thursday December 20th, which is 
where we caught up with local Salvation Army major Wesley Dalberg. Dalberg said over 600 local 
families were served directly during the Salvation Army during the giveaway event, which took place 
at a vacant store in Port Huron Township. He also gave an update to the Salvation Army's red kettle 
campaign, which raises funds for the organization. Dalberg says overall numbers were slightly down 
this year and urged listeners to make a donation in one of the many red kettles scattered throughout the 
area. The Salvation Army's efforts were featured during WPHM news on Friday December 21st and 
featured in public affairs programming that aired December 22nd and 23rd.

J. Local Community Events and Fundraisers

The Following Public Service Announcements aired on WPHM:

• Dateline Schools, an education feature of St. Clair County RESA that airs weekdays at 6:20am 
on WPHM. 

• A free Christmas Day Dinner at the First Congregational Church in Port Huron.
• Marysville Community Choir's Christmas Cantata.
• Blue Water Area Fallen Heroes Community Banner program.
• Croswell-Lexington Middle School Band concert.
• A holiday open house at the Fort Gratiot Light Station.
• Supper with Santa held at the St. Clair County Farm Museum.
• Holy Trinity Parish Christmas Concert at St. Joseph church.
• Port Huron Minor Hockey Association's glow skate fundraiser.
• Yale Senior Center's feather bingo event.
• Little White Chapel's annual winter concert.
• Port Sanilac Lions Club hosts a Christmas Craft Fair.
• Blue Water Recovery and Outreach center's free bowling night.
• Knights of Columbus pasta dinner at Holy Trinity Parish.
• A March of Dimes bowling fundraiser.
• A cookie walk to benefit St. Paul Lutheran church.
• A Poor House Soup tasting event at Carsonville United Methodist Church.
• Knights of Columbus pancake breakfast at St. Edwards on the Lake.
• A pork and sauerkraut dinner fundraiser for Faith Lutheran Church.
• Quota Club International's bowl-a-thon.
• Our Lady of Mt. Carmel turkey dinner in Emmett.



• Knights of Columbus pancake breakfast at St. Stephen center.
• A euchre tournament to benefit Debbie Craig.
• Port Huron Post Office's passport fair.
• Local Boy Scout Jeremy Rivard's Eagle Scout project blood drive.
• Port Huron Museum's volunteer fair.
• A 5k race to benefit River Roche.
• Dementia and Alzheimer's caregiver resource expo.
• Women's Life society craft show.
• Sanborn Gratiot Memorial Home's fall luncheon.
• First United Methodist Church jazz concert.
• Collection of nonperishable food items by local scouts for the Salvation Army.
• St. Clair County United Way fall fundraising campaign.

Program Descriptions

WPHM news airs every half hour Monday through Friday between 6am and 10am, and hourly 10am-
Noon and 3pm-7pm. WPHM news consists of 3-5 stories of local and state interest. 

The WPHM Morning Show is hosted by Paul Miller and airs weekdays between 6am and 10am. The 
WPHM Morning Show features local and national guests talking about a variety of issues.

The Dennis Stuckey Show is a local sports talk show that airs weekdays between 5pm and 7pm.

Brownfield Agribusiness reports include news and interviews about issues affecting farmers in 
Michigan. Brownfield reports air weekdays at 5:30am, 9:20am, 3:05pm, and 5:30pm.

Public service announcements are 30 seconds in length and air throughout the day on WPHM 
highlighting local issues and events.

The Blue Water Beat, WPHM's public affairs program, airs Saturdays and Sundays throughout the day. 
Each Blue Water Beat consists of a community leader talking about a specific topic or issue. See 
addendum for specific air times


