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WYYS is a unique station in that it covers a wide variety of subjects and issues that 
concern residents of the immediate and surrounding listening area.  Licensed in Streator, 
WYYS lends a great deal of focus on issues that concern the rural landscape as well as 
urban areas, in hopes that there is not an alienation of a group or groups of people and 
their varying lifestyles. 
 
 
Issue: Agriculture/Agribusiness 
 
Agriculture and Agribusiness is a way of life for many in this area and we do our best to 
keep listeners up to date on these issues. 
 
Program: Pipeline Explosion Ruling. Broadcast a 25 second report updating listeners 
about a natural gas pipeline explosion last year that killed two and left two others injured. 
Federal officials now say that human error was the cause of the explosion. The report 
aired on July 10th at 7:30am.  
 
Program: FMCSA. Aired 30 second messages regarding a new requirement for 
transporters of food, both for humans and animals, passed by the FDA that would require 
transporters to follow more sanitary practices. Exact times and dates for the report are 
listed on Appendix D.  
 
Program: Harvest Emergency. Broadcast a 15 second message regarding Gov. Bruce 
Rauner declaring a “harvest emergency” so that Illinois farmers can compete with 
farmers in neighboring states. This allows the farmers to exceed road-weight limits when 
taking crops to market. The message aired on 9/10 at 7am.  
 
Issue: Animal Welfare 

Some may feel that animal welfare is trivial, however, the way a society treats its most 
vulnerable is indicative of its compassion as a whole. 

Program: LaSalle County 4-H Fair. Broadcast live from the LaSalle County 4-H Fair 
from noon to 2pm on July 12th.  

Issue: Arts and Culture 
 
Promoting local shows is important, as it keeps the local entertainment industry 
employed.  Also, it keeps the masses entertained and connected to the community. 
 
Program: Stage 212. Broadcast a 30 second report bringing attention to a local 
performance of Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat at Stage 212. The report 
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aired on the 9th of July at 6:40am. Broadcast additional 30 second messages for the 
musical throughout July. Exact times and dates listed in Appendix E.  
 
Program: Omni Prize. Broadcast 30 second messages informing listeners of the Omni 
Prize for the arts, an art festival that features over 400 different visual artists. These 
messages played at various dates and times, which are listed in Appendix L.  
 
Issue: Charity 
  
Charity is important in boosting up those who need help, and improves the quality of life 
for the entire community 
 
Program: Relay for Life. Broadcast 15 and 30 second messages throughout July bringing 
attention to an upcoming Relay for Life event. Exact times and dates for the messages are 
listed in Appendix B.  
 
Program: Food Pantries. Crossbridge Community Church launched a new food pantry in 
Ottawa for those who are homeless or struggling to make ends meet. The pantry will also 
offer various hygiene products. A 30 second message announcing the new pantry and 
plans to open a second one in Morris aired on August 23rd at 7am.  
 
Issue: Community 
 
Community organizations build a community bond and also are an outlet for charitable 
giving in a town. 
 
Program: Cops for Cancer. Broadcast two 30 second reports bringing attention to a Cops 
for Cancer live remote HyVee. Reports aired on 7/10 at 7:24am and 7/11 at 7:11am. In 
addition to the reports, also broadcast the event live from 4-6pm on July 13th.  
 
Program: Ice Cream. National Ice Cream Day is fast approaching so WYYS aired a 30 
second report regarding Target’s new ice cream flavors. The report aired on July 11th at 
1:48pm.  
 
Program: Officer of the Year. Broadcast a 20 second report about Mendota’s 2017 
Officer of the Year, Samantha Holland. The report aired at 6am on July 16th.  
 
Program: Depot Days. Broadcast a 15 second report bringing listener attention to the 
upcoming Depot Days in Amboy. The report aired on August 13th at 9:15am.  
 
Program: Studstill Media Job Fair. Broadcast live from the Studstill Media Job fair on 
August 16th from 11-1pm. 1 minute reports were aired during breaks at 11:10, 11:30, and 
11:50am. Additional 30 second message were aired before the event bringing listener 
attention to the event. These reports aired on August 13th at 10:19am and  August 15th at 
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3:51pm. More 30 second messages aired at various times and dates, which are listed in 
Appendix J and Appendix K.  
 
Program: Hometown Heroes. Broadcast live from HyVee grocery store from 
8:30-9:30am on Friday, August 24th. The event honored local heroes in the area. In 
addition to the live broadcast, WYYS also aired a 30 second message bringing listener 
attention to the event on 8/21 at 11:20am. Additional 30 second messages aired at various 
times, which are listed in Appendix H and Appendix I.  
 
Program: Ottawa Farmers’ Market. Broadcast live from the Farmers’ Market in Ottawa 
on 8/18 from 10am-noon. In addition, also aired 30 second messages at various times 
encouraging listeners to come out to the event. Exact time and dates are listed in 
Appendix G.  
 
Program: End of Bergner’s. Broadcast a 15 second message regarding Bergner’s closing 
in the Peru Mall. The store retail chain filed for bankruptcy in February and closed all 
locations on August 29th. The message aired on 8/28 at 8am.  
 
Program: Democratic Socialism. Broadcast a 30 second message after local Democrats 
discussed democratic socialism at Illinois Valley Community College and how it relates 
to politics today. This message aired on September 6th at 7am.  
 
Program: World Suicide Prevention Day. In order to bring attention to suicide prevention, 
Alexis Ferracuti, of the American Foundation for Suicide Prevention, spoke to the 
LaSalle County Board about spreading awareness on mental health. A 30 second message 
regarding this meeting was broadcast on 9/11 at 6 and 8am. 
 
Program: LaSalle Meeting Room. Broadcast a 30 second message after the City of 
LaSalle purchased a building owned by Casey’s General Store that will serve as a 
meeting room for the city. The message aired on September 11th at 6 and 8am.  
 
Program: Bridal Expo. Broadcast live from the Studstill Media Bridal Expo on 
September 23rd from noon until two. In addition to the live remote, a 30 second message 
was also broadcast encouraging listeners to come to the expo. The message aired on 9/17 
at 10:20am. Additional 30 second messages aired at various times and dates from July 
until September, which are listed in Appendix O and Appendix R.  
 
Program: Jeff Perry Remote: Broadcast live from Jeff Perry at 9/18 at 4-6pm. In addition 
to the live remote, a 30 second message was also aired encouraging listeners to stop by 
the remote on 9/18 at 10:39am.  
 
Program: Register to Vote. Broadcast a 30 second message encouraging listeners to 
register to vote in time for the midterm elections. The message aired on 9/26 at 9:30am. 
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Program: Early Voting. Early voting began today in Illinois, so WSPL broadcast a 30 
second  message informing listeners how they can go about voting before the November 
election. The message aired on 9/27 at 6, 6:30, and 7:30am.  
 
Program: Midday Live. Broadcast the midday show live from HyVee on August 31st 
from 11-1pm.  
 
Program: Leone’s Live Remote. Broadcast live from Leone’s Polaris in Peru on 9/29th 
from noon until 2pm.  
 
Program: Breakfast at the Airport. Aired multiple 30 second messages bringing attention 
to the Illinois Valley Flying Club’s Breakfast at the Airport event. Exact time and dates 
of these messages are listed in Appendix N.  
 
Program: Burgoo Festival. Broadcast 10 thirty second messages encouraging listeners to 
stop out by the annual Burgoo Festival in Utica, Illinois. These messages aired at various 
times and dates, which are listed in Appendix Q.  
 
Issue: Crime and Safety 
 
Crime and Safety is always an important issue.  A notable homicide took place last 
quarter, a missing Spring Valley girl was found dead in Putnam County, Diamond 
Bradley 
 
Program: Bloomington Man Found Not Guilty. Aired a 20 second report stating that a 
Bloomington man who beat his daughter to death in 2009 was found not guilty by reason 
of insanity. The report aired on the 2nd of July at 6am.  
 
Program: Semi-Truck Found. Broadcast a 20 second news report regarding a semi-truck 
that was found in Lee County belonging to a man from Kentucky who has been missing 
since June. The report aired on July 9th at 6am.  
 
Program: Andersen Trial. Broadcast an update to the Clifford Andersen trial in Putnam 
County. A 15 second report aired on July 11th regarding the jurors who were selected. 
The report ran at 6, 7, and 8am.  Aired a 30 second report informing listeners that the 
police investigator who discovered Deborah Dewey’s body took the stand at Andersen’s 
trial, Dewey’s brother-in-law. The report aired on July 13th at 6, 7, and 8am. A final 
message aired on August 24th at 6, 6:30, 7, 7:30, and 8am. The 20 second message gave 
the details of Andersen’s sentence, 60 years for murder and 5 for concealment, as well as 
Andersen’s own statements before the sentence.  
 
Program: Pharmacy Robbery. Broadcast a 30 second report alerting listeners to an armed 
robbery at a pharmacy in Peru. Four individuals are in custody after being stopped near 
Wenona. The report aired on July 17th at 6, 6:30, 7, 7:30, and 8am.  
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Program: Illinois River Drowning. Broadcast a 30 second report regarding the death of 
29-year-old George F. Lamboley, son of Seneca Police Chief George Lamboley. The 
report aired on July 23rd at 6, 7, and 8am.  
 
Program: Ottawa Burglary. Broadcast a 30 second report with an update from a burglary 
that occurred in early July. Four teenagers are now suspected, two from Marseilles and 
two from Ottawa. The report aired on July 25th at 6am.  
 
Program: Dixon High School Shooting. After opening fire at Dixon high school, 
19-year-old Matthew A. Milby has now been charged with attempted murder and 
aggravated discharge of a firearm. These new charges were aired in a 30 second report 
that aired on July 30th at 6am.  
 
Program: Streator Shooting Arrest. Broadcast a 20 second message regarding an arrest 
made after a report of shots fired in Streator. The report, detailing the arrest and charge of 
unlawful use of a weapon, aired on August 3rd at 6 and 8am.  
 
Program: Tourist Boat Accident. Aired a 20 second report regarding the criminal 
investigation into a Missouri tourist boat that sank on July 19th and killed 17 people. The 
report aired on July 31st at 6 and 7am.  
 
Program: Arrest After Stabbing. Broadcast a 30 second report letting listeners know of 
the arrest of one man after a woman fled from a car with multiple stab wounds. The brief 
manhunt ended after Grundy County officers found and arrest the 50-year-old from 
Washington. The message aired on August 22nd at 6 and 7:30am.  
 
Program: Murder Hearing. Broadcast a 20 second report giving the details of a hearing 
for a man that is charged with one count of concealment of a homicide and three counts 
for first-degree murder of 16-year-old Diamond Bradley. The trial will take place in 
October. The report aired on August 30th at 12:04pm. An additional report aired on 
August 31st at 6, 7, and 8am.  
 
Program: Counterfeit Money. Broadcast a 20 second message warning listeners of 
counterfeit $100 bills that have been seen around Ottawa. The report aired on August 
29th at 7am.  
 
Program: LaSalle County Arrest. Broadcast a 30 second message regarding a Chicago 
man who was arrested after attempting to steal both merchandise and an employee’s cell 
phone in Ottawa. This message aired on 9/7 at 6 and 7am. 
 
Issue: Drug Abuse 
 
Drug Abuse is becoming a scourge of society, with opium overdose, costing the nation,  
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Program: Drug Arrest. Broadcast a 20 second report about a Chicago man arrested for 
delivering a gram of heroin to a Tri-Dent agent. The report aired on July 26th at 6 and 
7am.  
 
Program: Heroin Overdoses. Aired a 15 second message regarding three heroin overdoses 
that were reported within 30 minutes of each other in Ottawa. Police say that the same 
batch of heroin caused the overdoses. The report aired on August 20th at 6:30 and 
7:30am.  
 
Issue: Health/Wellness 
 
This station recognizes that health is an important component in today's society.  More 
and more listeners are taking up healthy lifestyles.  Of course, there are always health 
scares and concerns to cover as well. 
 
Program: Illinois River Algal. Broadcast a 30 second news report giving the results from 
study of the Illinois River that states the river showed no evidence of microcystin, 
although residents should still use caution while in or near the river. Report aired on July 
3rd at 7 and 8am.  
 
Program: Chicken Study. Broadcast a 30 second message giving details to a study that 
states that chicken is responsible for making more people sick than any other food. The 
report aired on August 3rd at 2:23pm.  
 
Program: Aired a 30 second message informing listeners of a new study that says that 
poor dental health could lead to problems sleeping. The message aired on August 23rd at 
10:50am.  
 
Program: West Nile Death. Broadcast a 30 second message after an elderly LaSalle 
County resident became the first person from the state to die from the virus. The report 
encouraged listeners to take protective measures to stay safe from mosquitoes carrying 
the West Nile Virus and aired on 8/30 at 6, 7, and 8am. On 9/5, a 20 second message 
aired alerting listeners that crows in Ottawa and Peru had tested positive for West Nile. 
This message aired at 6 and 8am. Another 20 second message aired on September 20th 
after a dead blue jay was found and tested positive for West Nile. That message broadcast 
9/20 at 7am.  
 
Program: Autumn Health. As autumn weather approaches, WYYS aired a 30 second 
message encouraging listeners to get their flu shot before flu season starts. This message 
aired at 10:50am on September 6th. In addition, another 30 second message aired on 
September 7th at 10:51 informing listeners that a new study says brain function is highest 
in the fall.  
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Program: Flu Vaccines. Broadcast a 30 second message encouraging listeners to get their 
flu vaccines before flu season hits. The message states that leath educator Leslie 
Daugherty advises getting a flu shot before the start of October. The message aired on 
September 25th at 8am.  
 
Program: Prevent Blindness. Broadcast multiple 30 second PSAs informing listeners how 
they can prevent blindness and promote proper eye health. These messages aired at 
various times and dates which are listed in Appendix P.  
 
Program: Stop Smoking. In order to encourage listeners to quit smoking, 22 thirty second 
messages were broadcast throughout the month of September in an attempt to help end 
smoking. The messages aired at various times and dates, which are listed in Appendix S.  
 
Issue: Summer Weather 

 
Summer weather is very important to our listeners. With weather that runs the gamut 
from extreme heat to floods to storms to tornadoes, we feel that it is important to keep our 
listeners informed of the latest weather.  
 
Program: Heat Warning. Aired reports alerting listeners to excessive heat warnings and 
advisories. Reports aired at:  
7/1 12:00pm 30 seconds 
7/4 4:00pm 30 seconds 
8/27 12:20pm 30 seconds 
8/27 5:00pm 30 seconds 
 
Program: Thunderstorm  Warning: Aired a 30 second message on July 1st at noon alerting 
listeners to a thunderstorm warning in the area. Another 30 second message alerted 
listeners to a thunderstorm warning on September 25th at 4:24pm.  
 
Program: Hot Weather. Aired a 30 second message letting listeners know what foods to 
eat to feel cooler on a hot summer day. The message aired on August 9th at 10:50am.  
 
Program: Natural Disaster Evacuation. In light of the hurricane plaguing the eastern 
United States, WYYS broadcast a 45 second message informing listeners how to 
convince others to evacuate when a natural disaster is looming. The message aired on the 
12th of September at 6:14am.  
 
Issue: Taxes 
 
Two things are inevitable – death and taxes.  In this issue, we discuss the latter. 
 
Program: Aired a 15 second report regarding the new Illinois Secure Choice program, a 
state-sponsored retirement program that will deduct money from Illinois residents’ 
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paychecks automatically for a retirement savings plan. The report aired on July 1th at 
8am.  
 
Issue: Traffic 
 
Transportation is very important to the area, especially with the important crossroads of 
two highly trafficked interstates. 
 

Program: Texting and Driving. 30 second messages were aired throughout June 
reminding listeners of the dangers of texting and driving. Exact times and dates for these 
messages are listed in Appendix A. 

Program: Ottawa Gas Leak. Broadcast several messages alerting and updating listeners to 
a high pressure gas main break in downtown. A 45 second message aired at 8:50am, a 42 
second message at 8:55am, a 1 minute 5 second message at 9:05am, and a 40 second 
message aired at 9:15am on July 31st.  An additional 20 second report was aired 
discussing the details of the gas leak on August 1st at 6, 7, and 8am.  
 
Program: Motorcycle Accident. Aired a 20 second message giving the details of a single 
vehicle motorcycle accident in which two injured individuals were taken to Illinois 
Valley Community Hospital. The message aired on August 13th at 6am.  

Program: Spring Valley Bridge. Broadcast a 20 second message letting listeners know 
that Illinois Route 89 will be closed from 7:30am-10am while the remaining portions of 
the bridge over the Illinois River is imploded. The message aired on August 21st at 6, 7, 
and 8am.  

Program: SUV Accident. Broadcast a 30 second report about an SUV that collided with a 
guardrail and injured 7, who were then flown to a Rockford hospital. The report aired on 
August 27th at 7am. 

Program: Illinois Gas Prices. Although state gas prices have gone down 10 cents 
compared to last month, gas prices for LaSalle and Bureau County have increased by 
about 3 cents. WSPL broadcast a 20 second message regarding these gas prices on 9/12 at 
6 and 8am.  
 
Program: McClean County Accident. Broadcast a 20 second message after three people 
died when two semi tractor trailers had a head-on collision on Wednesday in McClean 
County. The message aired on September 20th at 6am.  
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Program: Single Vehicle Crash. Broadcast a 15 second report regarding the death of a 
Leland man after a single vehicle crash west of Sheridan. The individual’s vehicle rolled 
over for unknown reasons. The message aired on September 18th at 6 am.  
 
Program: Rolled Semi. Broadcast a 30 second message after a traffic accident caused a 
semi truck to roll over on Interstate 39. The message aired on 9/25 at 5:15pm.  
 
Issue: Unemployment 
 
The area generally has a higher unemployment rate than the average for the state and 
nation.  With the closing of many industries, such as the LTV steel plant in Hennepin, and 
Westclox in Peru, unemployment is always a hot topic. 
 
Program: Unemployment on the Rise. Broadcast a 20 second report stating that 
unemployment rates are on the rise in the area, as the rate for August in LaSalle County is 
up a tenth of a percent from last month. The state average, however, has decreased. The 
report aired on 9/28 at 8am.  
 
Issue: Youth Issues 
 
The education and well-being of the local youth population is ranked one of the most 
important issues of our population. 
 
 Program: Paw  Paw High School. Broadcast an update to a proposal that was laid out last 
month between Paw Paw High School and Indian Creek High School. The original 
proposal included deactivating the school in Paw Paw and merging it with Indian Creek, 
however various conflicts have come up. The report aired on July 27th at 7am.  
 
Program: Child Safety. Ran 30 second messages informing listeners of proper child 
safety during the hot summer months. Times and dates seen in Appendix C.  
 
Program: Medical Marijuana at School. Broadcast a 30 second report discussing the 
details of a law signed by Gov. Rauner that allows parents to administer medical 
marijuana to eligible children during school. The report aired on August 2nd at 7am.  
 
Program: Back to School Check-Up. Broadcast 30 second messages encouraging parents 
to get their children a back-to-school check-up at the doctor for the start of the school 
year. These messages aired at various times, which are seen in Appendix F.  
 
Program: Early Dismissal. Alerted listeners to early dismissal from local schools at 
various times and dates listed below. 
 
8/27 6:06am 1 minute 8 seconds 
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8/27 6:16am 1 minute 2 seconds 
8/27 7:05am 1 minute 4 seconds 
 
Program: Library Technology. Broadcast a 30 second message regarding the Project Next 
Generation grants, which would give over two dozen libraries across Illinois grants to 
teach students how to use the latest technology. This message aired on 9/4 at 8am.  
 
Program: LP Foundation Fundraiser. Broadcast 30 second messages throughout 
September encouraging listeners to take part in one of the various different fundraisers 
that benefit LaSalle Peru Township High School. These messages aired at various 
different times and dates, which are listed in Appendix M.  


