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KQSS now airs twelve regularly scheduled newscasts each weekday.  An additional 
newscast was added to afternoon drive this quarter.  Currently are seven 
newscasts airing each weekday morning (at 6:00, 6:30, 7:00, 7:30, 8:00, 8:30 
and 9:00 AM), and five running during the afternoon (3:30, 4:00, 4:30, 5:00, and 
now also at 5:30 PM).  Including breaking news such as emergency weather and 
road conditions, the total number of newscasts this quarter exceeded 800. 
 
Rather than handle a public service commitment with a block of time buried when 
listenership is low, KQSS airs items of significance to the community during peak 
listener drive times, usually within regularly scheduled newscasts.   
 
KQSS now automatically airs extreme weather warnings from the National 
Weather Service.  So as not to inundate the audience with dozens of reports of 
minor significance, messages that automatically air are restricted to warnings, as 
opposed to watches, for thunderstorms, wind and floods— the conditions most 
likely to affect Gila County. 
 
Public Service Announcements continue to be handled as a featured program 
element, scheduled hourly as stand-alone events and also within newscasts.  The 
main criteria for public service messages are that they must have direct impact on 
the local community. Approximately 2200 public service announcements were 
aired.     
 
This quarter one of the most sought pieces of information by listeners was when 
US Highway 60 would be closed.  A major road-widening project is causing 
complete closure of what is virtually the only road to the Valley (Phoenix 
metropolitan area) due to rock blasting.  Initially the closures occurred during 
overnight hours but by September were regularly scheduled up to five times a 
week during business hours.  Blasts have been scheduled in 90 minute intervals, 
but rocks aren’t always cooperative.  In one instance, the road was closed for 
several hours, stranding motorists at both ends.  In addition to the widening 
project, there are two other road projects occurring simultaneously on Hwy 60 
including the relighting of a tunnel.  KQSS regularly checks with the state 
department of transportation in order to relay accurate information to listeners.   
COVERAGE: Virtually daily, at least twice an hour in morning and afternoon drive 
when closures occurred.   
 
The most worrisome development this quarter was the outlook for mining jobs, the 
majority of employment in the area.  A significant percentage of the Freeport 
McMoran workforce was laid off, and Asarco announced it was closing its smelter.   



COVERAGE: The impact of Freeport McMoran’s suspension on Globe-Miami. 
8/28/17 6, 8 AM & 4:30 PM  (6 min) 
 
KQSS has always emphasized local job openings, but due to the current 
conditions, we are increasing the time spent on this and scheduling reports at 
regular times so affected listeners will know when to tune in specifically for job 
information.  We declined to accept a paid advertisement from the sheriff’s office 
for openings, and instead are airing their recorded message free of charge as a 
public service. 
COVERAGE:  Job openings are regularly scheduled each weekday at 6 and 8 AM & 
at 3:30 PM.   
 
Resolution Copper continues development of their vast mine project, which will be 
a major asset to employment once it is underway.  However opposition still exists, 
particularly from the San Carlos Apache Tribe. A spirited debate on the mine 
continues, with the majority of residents for it.   
COVERAGE: Resolution Copper’s contribution to the community. 7/17/15 6 AM & 4 
PM (3 min) 
 
The City of Globe and Gila County have combined their police and fire dispatch 
services, including 911 services. For KQSS, the result has been more reliable 
reports, which air four times daily.   We continue to have some difficulty receiving 
reports from Miami but this quarter we have gotten more of them than in the past. 
COVERAGE:  Police reports every weekday 6:30, 7:30, 8:30 AM & 5 PM (5 to 15 
min) 
 
The huge wastewater project for the Town of Miami was still on hold throughout 
the quarter, though last week Miami Town Manager reported that the conditions 
imposed by the USDA to continue have been met and he was hopeful for an 
imminent restart.   
COVERAGE:  What Miami must do so that the wastewater project can be restarted.  
7/14/15 6, 8 AM & 4:30 PM (3 min) 
Wastewater required audits are complete but reserve account remains unfunded.  
9/16/15  6, 8 AM & 4:30 PM (4 min) 
Miami says USDA requirements are met for the project to restart. 9/26/15 6, 8 AM 
& 4:30 PM (3 min) 
 
The overriding issue for Miami is the state of its finances.  More than just a lack of 
money, the town’s accounting is in such disarray that an independent financial 
consultant was brought in to sort out what’s been termed as “a mess.” Records 
are not revealing and bank statements are not reconciled.  The practice of 
comingling funds earmarked for specific use is widespread, and not only is it 
impossible to make sound financial decisions, the town is at risk of the state 
auditor general taking over.  



COVERAGE: Miami’s lack of financial data, and lack of funds to operate correctly 
and comply with grant conditions  8/11/15  6, 8 AM 4:30 PM  (6 min) 
  
Though several executive sessions closed to the public were held on the matter, 
there was no further information forthcoming on problems grievances town 
workers have with Joe Heatherly.  The council however did adopt two training 
plans in the hopes for better communication within town offices and the 
community at large. 
COVERAGE: Training sessions for all Miami workers  8/25/15  6 AM & 4 PM (5 min) 
 
Miami’s juvenile delinquency problem was strongly in evidence this quarter.  There 
was no one defining incident, rather there’s much frustration on how to combat 
widespread chronic vandalism.  Suggestions ranged from enforcing a stricter 
curfew and how to legally do that, to incentivizing town watches.  But one of the 
biggest impediments is bureaucratic.  Miami does not have its own courts, so 
when juveniles are arrested, they go into the county system and the outcome is 
not reported.  The town is working on better communication and interaction with 
the county.  
COVERAGE: Reasons for Miami’s growing juvenile delinquency problems  9/15/15 
6, 8 AM & 4:30 PM  (6 min) 
 
The Miami swimming pool was a major asset for the community this quarter since 
Globe no longer has one.   Globe is actively addressing the loss of the previous 
pool.  In July, a request for proposals on a feasibility study for a new regional 
aquatic center including cost projections, timing and specifics was issued.  In 
August, Mayor Terry Wheeler disbanded his pool task force, in favor of a new non-
profit corporation, the Cobre Valley Regional Aquatic Center, which was formed to 
bring a pool facility to the area.  
COVERAGE: The reasons a pool is vital to the Globe-Miami area 8/26/15 6, 8 AM & 
4:30 PM (5 min) 
 
The sudden death of Cobre Valley Center for the Arts and Historic Main Street 
director, Kip Culver, sent a shockwave through the community.  Culver was in his 
40s and beloved.  Residents were concerned that many of the programs he started 
might falter, but immediate effort has been shown by several people in the 
community to ensure their continuance.  A well-attended memorial was held. 
Those who couldn’t make it were able to see the entire event as KQSS video taped 
it and placed it online. 
 
Brent Billingsley’s contract was extended as Globe’s city manager and at the end 
of the quarter a new chief of police for Globe was named.  He’s the current chief of 
Superior, Arizona, Mark Nipp.  An offer had been extended to the former Casa 
Grande chief, Johnny Cervantes, but negotiations faltered. 



COVERAGE:  Qualifications of Globe police chief candidates 9/9/15 6, 8 AM & 
4:30PM  (5 min) 
Background of top candidate for police chief, Mark Nipp 9/23/15 6, 8 AM & 4:30 
PM  (4 min) 
 
Water continues to be a major issue for Globe.  Little happened on the lawsuit 
brought by Arizona Water Company over disputed territory now served by the city 
of Globe, but Globe’s infrastructure was in the news.  A planned upgrade revealed 
how dire the situation is in some areas.  Fire hydrant replacement was expected to 
be five per day, but due to broken pipes and valves, it took four days to replace 
just one hydrant.  Residents and businesses have also been affected and a 
widespread complaint locally is greatly diminished water pressure.  A new eight 
inch water line is being installed along highway 60, which will not only serve 
current needs but the most optimistic future predictions as well, but the fourth 
quarter of this year will see motorists inconvenienced as the main artery through 
town will be reduced to two lanes in various areas.  
COVERAGE:  Difficulty in upgrading Globe’s 100 year old water infrastructure 
7/16/15  6, 8 AM & 4:30 PM  (6 min)  
Upcoming expenses for Globe’s water infrastructure  8/27/15  6, 8 AM & 4 PM     
(3 min) 
 
Gila County began discussions on moving toward electronic voting machines.  So 
far, the two systems that were displayed both include paper trails, an issue with 
some citizens who believe the lack of a paper record would enable voter fraud. 
COVERAGE:  Electronic voting makes voting easier, but does it make fraud easier 
too?  9/17/15  6, 8 AM  4:30 PM  (5 min) 
 
KQSS continued to regularly update its website with information of interest to the 
public. In some cases, it has been the area’s only up to date web presence, a 
frustration we share, as often information we want to report on the air is not found 
online on any official site. 
 
Placed in the public file by Rollye Cornell on Friday October 2, 2015.  


