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KQSS changed ownership on Sunday, March 29, 2015. The first quarter report, 
therefore, primarily reflects what was done under the ownership of The Estate of 
William D. Taylor.   KQSS is now owned by Globecasting, Inc., run by principals 
Jon Cornell and Rollye James Cornell.  Ms. Cornell is also the personal 
representative for Mr. Taylor.  She ran the station prior to the ownership change, 
for Mr. Taylor’s estate.   
 
KQSS continued to air eleven live, local newscasts each weekday, seven in the 
morning and four in the afternoon, for a total of 715 regularly scheduled live 
newscasts this Quarter.  It is KQSS policy to handle breaking news of major 
importance with immediacy, breaking into programming as needed.  Often this is 
weather, road or utility related.  
LOCAL NEWS COVERAGE:  Every weekday at on the hour and half hour between 6 
and 9AM, and between 3:30 and 5:30 PM. 
 
Rather than handle serving the public interest with a block of time scheduled 
during low listening periods, KQSS chooses to intertwine topics that address 
listener and community needs during these often-extended newscasts during peak 
listening periods of morning and afternoon drive.   
 
This quarter revealed a mild winter with few weather-related road problems, other 
than some minor flooding. However, a suicide victim who jumped to his death 
from the Tonto Creek Bridge on Highway 60, closed the road for several hours on 
March 15th.  The Maricopa County man was the second suicide on the Tonto Creek 
Bridge within a month, but the bigger concern was the length of time Highway 60 
was closed, with no notice to the public, other than a mention on the Sheriff’s 
website.   
 
A lively debate ensued about whether the sheriff’s department should have alerted 
the media.  Highway 60 is virtually the only way in and out of the Globe-Miami 
area from the Phoenix area.  It is used regularly for medical transport.  In the 
event of an emergency, not being aware that the only viable route is closed could 
become life threatening.   This instance occurred on a Sunday night, closing the 
road for several hours.  KQSS strives to alert the public immediately about such 
events, but cannot do so if we are not informed.  The sheriff promised KQSS that 
his department would directly inform the radio station in the future.   KQSS has 
resolved similar problems with other entities, such as Arizona Public Service, in the 
past.  



COVERAGE: Local public safety protocol is to place alerts on the department 
Facebook page.  Is that the best way to notify the public?  What is radio’s role, 
particularly with regard to traffic alerts?  3/16/15  7:15 AM (15 min)  
Can the new alerting system Everbridge be a replacement for radio’s public 
announcements in emergencies? 3/16/15 4 PM (5 min)      
 
News emphasis remained on local issues and items of interest to the community.  
Featured daily were job openings, police reports, lunch menus for schools and 
senior centers, weather forecasts and public service announcements. 
COVERAGE:  local weather – Every Half Hour 
Police Reports Every Weekday at 6:30, 7:30, 8:30 AM & 5 PM (5–10 min.) 
Lunch Menus – Every Weekday at 7:15 AM   (5 min) 
 
Due to layoffs at the mines and an unfavorable economy in general, the job 
reports were featured twice daily, once during morning drive, and again in the 
3:30 PM news.  Voluminous in content, the reports encompass the entire region 
and often run over five minutes in length. 
COVERAGE:  Job Openings - Every weekday at 6, 8 AM & 3:30 PM (5 min.) 
 
Public Service Announcements were aired both within newscasts and as stand-
alone features. This past quarter, KQSS aired more than 1450 individual public 
service announcements.  The station policy is to accept and air all public service 
announcements from any community-oriented entity, be it a non-profit 
organization, or a commercial business that is engaging in a charitable event.  
COVERAGE: Local Public Service Announcements – Every Hour at :45 
 
This quarter, KQSS gave significant time to promoting the first ever Native 
American sci-fi movie, “Legends From The Sky”, made entirely in Arizona by Holt 
Hamilton. The film tells the story of a Native American Veteran dealing with 
survivor guilt who is in search of his grandfather, after his ancestral land is 
mysteriously taken over by a UFO, an “Unknown Federal Organization”.  Hamilton 
informed KQSS that he attributed the success of the Globe showing to our public 
service promotion, as it outsold other, larger, areas.  Several members of the San 
Carlos Apache Tribe phoned to thank us for alerting them to the showings. 
COVERAGE: Opening Day 3/5/15 4 PM (10 minutes) and regular mentions 
throughout the previous three weeks 
 
KQSS covers local government meetings including the Gila County Board of 
Supervisors; the Globe City Council and the Miami Town Council; as well as other 
community committees formed locally, either by citizens or local government.  
Reviews of material presented at the meetings are aired during newscasts.  Due to 
scheduling conflicts with other government meetings, and a stark lack of items of 
public interest, Globe and Miami School board meetings are no longer covered 



regularly, however the agendas are monitored and when items of interest are on 
them, KQSS is there to report on what took place.    
 
The importance of the coming of Resolution Copper to the area remained a major 
story, particularly in light of a surprising sharp downturn in the stock price for 
Freeport McMoran, which operates the what is currently the largest mine in the 
area.    
 
Though congressional approval for the Resolution Copper Mine came in December, 
unlike other such land swap agreements, this one is not a guaranteed deal.  Many 
opponents, such as the San Carlos Apache Tribe and various environmental groups 
seek to derail the project, even though it would bring billions of dollars in revenue 
through employment to the region.  The Apache’s cry of ‘ancestral lands’ is hotly 
debated, including among members of the tribe.   Resolution Copper has already 
employed many local contractors and contributes heavily to the area in donations 
and underwritings.  Their direct investment in the future mine is in the millions 
annually.  
COVERAGE:  Over 100,000 citizens have signed a petition to deny Resolution 
Copper’s land swap based on it involving ancestral lands.  Does history show the 
claim to be valid?  1/15/15  4 PM (10 minutes) 
Update on Resolution Copper Project 3/6/15  8 AM & 4:30 PM  (8 min) 
 
The imperiled Miami Wastewater Project continued to be an area of concern.  At 
the closing of the quarter, it appeared Miami was not able to fully meet the revised 
federal and state requirements, which were put in place in January.  The sewer 
rate hikes took effect, along with a collection plan that shows promise.  
COVERAGE:  Miami’s lax utility bill collection - should Miami residents who pay 
their utility bills, be forced to make up the deficit for those who don’t?  
2/10/15 7 AM & 4:30 PM (5 min) 
 
There was significant debate about whether Miami should grant permission to the 
annual Art Walk for a weekend event.  In prior years, problems including what the 
Town Council deemed as offensive art, including vulgar graffiti and pornographic 
hand-outs, as well as the evidence of marijuana smell and the lack of cleanup, 
caused the Council to defer action on the event.  Some felt that the public 
comment of one of the organizers that Miami was “toxic” was more an issue.  
However the event was ultimately approved and after the fact every member on 
the Council commented on how well it was handled.   
COVERAGE:  The importance of events like Miami’s Loco Arts Festival in bringing 
people and business to failing areas like downtown Miami.  2/11/15  8 AM & 4 PM 
(7 min) 
 
 



While it is not certain, there’s a strong possibility that the Globe-Miami area will 
get bus service. Representatives from Greyhound outlined the proposed route 
between Phoenix in El Paso, which would include a local stop here.  Service is 
anticipated to begin in the fall.  The news was met with 100% public acceptance, 
though exact details are yet to be announced. 
COVERAGE:  Greyound’s proposed bus service— good for the community but not 
for commuters (buses will not be scheduled so riders can go to Phoenix and back 
in the same day).  3/10/15  6 AM & 4:30 PM (5 min) 
 
The City of Globe has been incurring significant expense to fight a lawsuit brought 
by Arizona Water Company. At issue is whether the city or the private utility has 
the right to serve certain areas of town.  Currently the city serves them, as it has 
for approximately 100 years, but a 1961 state decision gave Arizona Water 
Company specific service areas. Now the water company wants to serve them, and 
Globe does not want to relinquish the territory. A major issue is why Arizona 
Water did not attempt to serve the disputed area in 1961 when the state gave 
them the right. The matter will ultimately be decided by the state, and local 
residents will incur additional costs no matter how it is resolved, both in potentially 
higher taxes to cover massive legal bills, and in higher water bills if Arizona Water, 
which has higher rates, prevails.  Additionally, the expense of operating the city’s 
wastewater treatment plant, which is in the disputed area, would multiply.    
 
KQSS presented special reports in the afternoon news detailing all the facets of 
the water dispute, so residents and businesses would be aware of what is at stake 
and how to become involved.  In addition to the direct impact of this dispute, is 
the indirect loss of economic development, as no entities will invest in the area 
until this is settled. 
COVERAGE:  The background behind AWC’s claim to some of Globe’s water.  
Multiple days including 2/13/15 4:30 PM (6 min) and 2/16/15 4:30 PM (5 min) 
 
Globe’s Pool remains a vital concern.  Cost of repair is beyond what the City can 
bear.  Fortunately the Miami Pool is in good shape, and able to handle Globe 
residents, but ultimately, townsfolk want to rebuild the Globe facility. How to do 
that, both in terms of logistics and economics remains a hot topic.  
COVERAGE:  Can the Globe pool be rebuilt?  Impact of losing the pool.  Would 
using Miami’s pool be a viable alternative?  3/10/15 8 AM (5 min) 
 
The possible increase in Gila County’s base tax rate was announced at a Board of 
Supervisors meeting.  Arizona has made large cuts in funding to counties. Rural 
counties like Gila, which will receive $450,000 less state money this year, are hit 
the hardest by the loss. No other viable options, other than increasing taxes, have 
surfaced, according to the County Manager.  
COVERAGE:  Are property tax increases the only solution to Gila County’s 
economic shortfall?  1/8/15  6 AM & 4 PM  (6 min) 



 
Another economic issue plaguing the county is the number of abandoned 
properties.  This is particularly unsightly in Miami along route 60s, the 
entranceway to the area.  Most citizens feel that tearing them down would be a big 
improvement, but doing so is not so easy.  Due to state laws, the state, not the 
municipalities or counties are responsible for most of them, and state legislation 
would be needed address cleaning or razing blighted properties.   On the county 
level, there is a “Lien and Clean” program for owned-properties in poor shape, 
however there is no collection process for fines associated with it, and the routine 
granting of multiple extensions to pay such fines cause most property owners 
ignore them. 
COVERAGE:  The problem of abandoned homes, and why massive blight is the 
local result.  3/11/15  8 AM & 4:30 PM (7 min) 
 
The prospect of a teen curfew in Gila County was raised, and quickly quashed due 
to lack of support not only from residents, but the county Supervisors, the Sheriff 
and Chief Probation Officer as well. Juvenile delinquency is actually greatest 
between 3 and 8 pm, not after 10 pm as the proposed curfew hours suggested. 
COVERAGE:  Why teen curfews don’t curb delinquency.  3/4/15 6, 8 AM, & 4 PM  
(3 min) 
 
Gila County has the second highest rate of teen pregnancy in the state.  Money 
has been set aside for prevention programs through the Arizona department of 
Health Services. 
COVERAGE:  The program is fully funded by the state.  What is Gila County’s role 
in administering it?  Are local workers aware that their jobs are 100% funded by a 
grant that could end? Is there a way to measure the program’s effectiveness?  
1/21/15 8 AM & 4:30 PM (5 min) 
 
Overall, the blight, economy, and poor prospects for future development, aside 
from the Resolution Copper Project, leaves the public with a sense of hopelessness 
for the future.  How to combat the loss of revenue and residents is something 
frequently discussed.  The Southern Gila County Economic Development 
Corporation has created a “Wayfinding Project” to encourage tourism for the area, 
which is often overlooked by state visitors. 
 
KQSS is heavily involved with this program, developing virtually all the graphics 
for it through multiple posters for newly erected kiosks along Route 60, and an 
extensive website we have developed with the intent of creating world-wide 
interest in the area.  Current KQSS projects include a massive geo-caching 
program. 
 
 
Placed in the KQSS public file by Rollye Cornell on Wednesday, April 1, 2015.  


