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KQSS continues to air twelve regularly scheduled newscasts each weekday.  Seven 
newscasts air each weekday morning (at 6:00, 6:30, 7:00, 7:30, 8:00, 8:30 and 
9:00 AM), and five running during the afternoon (3:30, 4:00, 4:30, 5:00, and 
5:30 PM).  Including breaking news such as emergency weather and road 
conditions, the total number of newscasts this quarter exceeded 800. 
 
KQSS does not bury its mandate to serve the public interest in lengthy programs 
that air in the middle of the night.  We intersperse topics of public and community 
interest with drive time programming, primarily within extended newscasts. 
 
KQSS continues to immediately air extreme weather warnings from the National 
Weather Service that pertain to thunderstorms, win and floods.  This quarter saw 
little weather activity beyond December being unusually cold. 
 
Public Service Announcements continue as a program element, scheduled hourly 
as stand-alone events and also within newscasts for a total of approximately 2200 
messages this quarter. The main criteria for public service messages are that they 
must have direct impact on the local community.  With the holidays creating 
elevated depression for listeners in trying situations, we emphasized messages 
about available free help, including from a regional toll free talk line. 
COVERAGE:  Every weekday from Thanksgiving to the end of the year, promotion 
of the “Warm Line” free, confidential help from individuals who have been in 
situations like the caller is facing—not cold professional advice.  Reminding 
listeners they are not alone and free help is available.  Weekdays 3:30 PM (2 min) 
 
Tragedy shocked Globe-Miami in December when Native Air 5, a med-evac 
helicopter crashed near Superior, AZ on its way back to Globe.  No patients were 
on board but the pilot and flight nurse perished.  The EMT survived with critical 
injuries and was hailed a hero for attempting to save the flight nurse who initially 
survived.  It was five hours for a rescue chopper to arrive due to the adverse 
terrain.  Speculation was rampant as to the cause as weather was ruled out, but 
no definitive reason has been offered yet by authorities. 
 
A new Arizona Supreme Court justice will soon be selected, and Globe-Miamians 
were buzzing about one of the initial nominees—the controversial Daisy Flores, a 
former Gila County Attorney.  Many listeners seemed relieved, and a few were 
disappointed that Ms. Flores did not make the final list sent to the governor for his 
decision. 
 



Flores’ replacement Gila County Attorney Bradley Beauchamp made headlines 
when a jury convicted Robert Verdugo of manslaughter in December, as much for 
his taking the case, as the verdict.  Verdugo stabbed Scott Johnson to death in 
2010 and Attorney Flores declined to prosecute. Beauchamp campaigned against 
her in 2012, promising if elected that he would revisit several cases, which he has 
been doing.  
COVERAGE: Changes in the Gila County judicial system 12/14/15  8 AM & 4 PM   
(5 min) 
 
2016 is an election year, and the area’s US Representative, Ann Kirkpatrick will 
not run for reelection. She is seeking Senator McCain’s seat.  Pinal County Sheriff 
Paul Babeu announced his intent to run for Kirkpatrick’s 1st congressional district.  
Seen by some as a flamboyant character, his announcement was met with little 
interest—as has been the case with all the candidates who have announced their 
intent to run so far including Gary Kiehne, Ken Bennett, David Gowan and Tom 
O’Halloran.   Political candidates for all offices were not in evidence on the minds 
of local residents in the 4th quarter. 
 
Globe City Manager Brent Billingsley resigned in early December, effective the end 
of the year.  He is taking the Town Manager job for Florence, Arizona, a much 
larger community.  The city council was lavish in their praise of Billingsley and his 
efforts for Globe, but among workers and the population in general the reaction 
was more mixed.  No candidates surfaced by the end of the quarter. 
COVERAGE:  Importance of the right city manager for Globe 11/25/15  6, 8 AM & 
4:30 PM (10 min) 
Qualities Globe needs in a city manager 12/10/15  6 AM & 4:30 PM  (4 min) 
 
The quarter saw troubled times for both Globe and Miami.  For Globe, the biggest 
issue was the $10 million deficit in pension funding.  Part of the issue was an a 
procedural change from the state which is now requiring that pension funding be 
part of the budget. Previously it was an unfunded liability—meaning money was 
owed by not reflected in the budget. One of the issues the state has been tackling 
is the lack of required contributions from many municipalities across Arizona.   
 
The problem is obvious—Globe doesn’t have $10 million.   And as for payment 
plans, even if they city could write an annual check for $100,000, it would take 
100 years to pay it back, assuming no interest and more troubling, no ongoing 
contribution.  No solution was offered during the quarter other than the reality that 
Globe must increase revenue and cut spending. Whether they can do it to the 
necessary degree is unknown, and a problem shared by public entities throughout 
the country. 
COVERAGE:  The pension funding crisis and problems facing Globe, with no 
solutions in sight.   10/14/15  6, 8 AM & 4:30 PM  (8 min) 
  



Globe got a new Police Chief.  Mark Nipp, the chief in Superior was given the nod.  
Globe continues to sort out the vacancy left by Kip Culver’s death, and this quarter 
squabbles about how a replacement should be paid for the portion of his duties as 
head of Historic Main Street were evident but while dissent occurred on how the 
position should be funded, all sides agreed that it would be funded. 
COVERAGE:  How Globe police could better serve the community 10/26/17 4:30 
PM (5 min) 
Funding and preserving Globe’s Historic Main Street program 10/28/15 6, 8 AM & 
4 PM  (5 min) 
 
By the end of the quarter rumors about the long-standing dispute with Arizona 
Water Company being settled were rampant.  Details, however, were scarce. 
There has been speculation about how the disputed area could be divided, but the 
big issue—which side will get the water treatment plant—remains unknown.  The 
plant is critical because should Globe lose it to AWC, it would have to pay the 
private water company hundreds of thousands of dollars annually.  The Arizona 
Corporation Commission is expected to rule on the matter next year. 
COVERAGE:  History of Globe/AWC dispute 11/23/15  4:30 PM  (5 min) 
Update on Globe’s position on AWC dispute 11/26/15 8 AM & 4:30 PM (3 min) 
 
Water was also in the news for residents of the Tri-City Regional Sanitary District 
which serves customers in Claypool and other portions of Gila County.  At issue is 
whether they are legally able to enter into an agreement with the Town of Miami 
for wastewater treatment.  The CAG, Central Arizona Governments, believes the 
Tri-City District is not a recognized entity because it did not file the proper paper 
work.  The District disputes that, saying they were automatically recognized when 
they acquired a recognized entity.  By the end of the quarter the issue was no 
closer to being settled. 
COVERAGE: Voters agree to Tri-City – Miami pact, but is it legally possible, and 
what are the implications either way 11/17/15  4 PM  (6 min) 
 
For Miami and water, there was good news at the start of the quarter, and 
distressing revelations later.  Initially it was announced in October that the USDA 
financial requirements for the wastewater project had been met and the project 
was back on.  Later in the month they got more good news when the Gila County 
Board of Supervisors voted to provide $40,000, which is Miami’s share of the FEMA 
project to rebuild the Mackie Camp Bridge.  
COVERAGE: Miami’s in compliance, but what it will take to stay there  11/13/15  
6, 8 AM & 4:30 PM  (6 min)    
 
But close to Thanksgiving, it was revealed that phase two of the beleaguered 
sewer project hit a big bump.  The Mackie Camp sewer line is in need of 
replacement. The work is not covered by the USDA grant and it could cost 
upwards of $400,000.  The Town’s contingency funds total a small fraction of that 



amount and no other reserve funds exist.  The Council accounts have a small 
fraction of that amount. Councilmembers were visibly overwhelmed by the 
problem and the item was unanimously tabled.  
COVERAGE:  Miami’s sewer project continues to be in jeopardy  11/24/15  6, 8 AM 
& 4:30 PM (5 min) 
 
The most uplifting news this quarter for Globe-Miami is a coming facelift—
architecturally speaking.  There is universal agreement that Miami in particular is 
uninviting to all who drive through it on US Hwy 60, with Globe in poor shape, to a 
lesser degree. Taliesen, the Frank Lloyd Wright School of Architecture has chosen 
the area as a four-year project for students working to obtain a masters degree.  
Buildings will be evaluated and revitalized at no cost taxpayer cost.   
COVERAGE:  Globe-Miami’s blight may be the area’s biggest problem.  Can 
Taliesen actually help? 11/27/15  8 AM & 4 PM (4 min) 
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